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Historical Summary 

After the Chin or Golden Tartars had overthrown Hui Tsung the last emperor of 
the Northern Sung dynasty, they took over Pien Liang, the capital, and appointed 
Chang Pang-ch'ang as emperor. Hov;ever, a son of Hui Tsung, known as Kao Tsung 
escaped to the South with the Sung Court and as the house of Sung still retained 
the "Mauidate of Heaven", he was raised to the throne with the assistance of 
Chang Pang-ch'ang who deserted his Tartar masters and supported the Sung, 
receiving office under the new regime. The Sung Court migrated to the South and 
the capital, after being moved a number of times, was eventually established at 
Lin-an (the present Hanchow) in 1129 A.D. 

Changing the capital did not mean peace witli the Chin. The Sung would not 
relinquish the territory north of the Yangtze, and the Chin seemed determined 
to annex the whole of the Empire. A prolonged war was the result with 
territories changing hands, but neither side was strong enough to defeat the 
other, although Kao Tsung did cede to the Chin a larger part of the North, 
making the Huai River the boundary between the two states. The Chin gradually 
increased in strength, and about 1153 moved their capital from Manchuria to 
Peking (Yenching). 

An uneasy stalemate continued until the Mongols under Genghiz Khan attacked the 
Chin, who however, offered stubborn resistance. The Sung, lured by the promise 
of some of the Chin territory, made an alliance with the Mongols and as a result 
in 123^ the Chin Dynasty came to an end. As was to be expected, the Mongols did 
not keep faith with the effete Sung over the division of territory, with the 
result that the Sung seized some of the former Chin territory that they claimed. 
This was the excuse that the Mongols were waiting for and they attacked the Sung 
who, however, were nevertheless able to hold them off for another forty-five 
years. 

The capital (the prese it Hangchow), was taken in 1276 and tho infant Emperor 
captured and sent North. Some of the generals and officials declared another 
infant son "Emperor" and took refuge in the fleet and sailed South, making Canton 
their headquarters. This city fell in 1277 and the boy ruler died in 1278, but 
it was not until 1279 that the Sung commander, after bidding his wife and children 
throw themselves into the sea, took the last boy-Emperor on his back and did like­
wise. The Sung Dynasties had come to an end and for the first time in recorded 
history, the whole of,China was in the hands of non-Chinese conquerors and the 
Mongol, Kublai Kha» (a grandson of Genghiz Khan), became Emperor of a new Dynasty, 
the Yuan. 

The era of the Sung was one in which great achievemrïits in Literature and Art 
took place - printing with movable type was introduced and true porcelain made. 
Trade achieved larger proportions than ever before and the Chinese controlled 
the sea routes to the south-east and India. This became necesoary as the nêhher i 
overland routes were denied them firstly by the Tartars, and later the Mongols. 
Trade with the Japanese also flourished but the Sung, strong at first, followed 
the inevitable pattern of Chinese dynasties, and gradually became weak and effete 
and finally succumbed to their more virile conquerors. 
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Currency and Metrology 

Following the pattern set by preceding dynasties, and in particular the 
Northern Sung, Southern Sung coins were isjued in one, two or three cash 
pieces, value depending on size and weight. (There are a few cases where 
the value was five, ten and in one case even one hundred cash, but these 
particular coins are the exception rather than the rule). 

The cash were usually made of copper or copper alloy, or of iron. An alloy 
of tin or lead was sometimes used in order that they could not be melted 
down and used as weapons of war. For larger transactions the one cash coins 
were used in strings of (theoretically) one thousand - the number actually 
varied with the locality in which they were used.' 

With the closing of the overland trade routes by the Tartars, the Sung resorted 
to the sea routes to South East Asia, and foreign commodities thus became 
readily available. As a direct result of this however the Government faced an 
adverse balance of trade, (apparently this is not a monopoly of modern living!) 
and Chinese copper coins were exported in such 1 uge quantities that the 
Government was embarassed and tried to stop this xiraiiage of coin by forbidding 
the use of luxuries to which this loss was attributed. Sung coins have, in 
fact, been unearthed in Java, Singapore and as far afield as Zanzibar and the 
Somali coast of Africa, while in Japan they were the principal currency during 
this period. This is the explanation for the rarity of one cash Southern Sung 
coins in early collections. They were scarce on the mainland itself, and it was 
not until comparatively recent years that they have been unearthed in quantity 
in Indonesia. 

The resort to paper money with its attendant evils was a direct result of this 
shortage, as was also the minting of iron coins, which were issued during both 
the Northern and Southern Sung dynasties in, one suspects, considerable 
quantities. These latter have not withstood the passage of time as well as the 
copper/copper alloy coins and are, as a result, comparatively scarce in Western 
Collections. They appear to have circulated side by side with the copper coins 
and unlike these pieces generally bear mint-marks as well as the year of issue. 

The inclusJon of the year of issue, or date, began in the reign of Hsiao Tsung 
(nien hao Ch'un Hsi) in 1180 A.D. supposedly to deter the illicit casting of 
coins, and continued until the end of the Southern Sung dynasty in 127^ (when 
the last coins were issued). This is the only period in history during which 
Chinese cast coins were "dated" systematically. 

No gold or silver coins are recorded as having been oflicially is . .ed during 
this period. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Notes on the Mints of the Southern Sung Dynasty. 

(by the General Editor for the Ancient Chinese Series) 

A number of problems are encountered in trying to locate th" mints ot' th(̂  
Southern Sung. Firstly, the Chinese provinces and their boundaries were o^ton 
very different in this period from those of today - even as to the names; 
secondly, some of the mints have been wrongly identified both by some Chinese 
and Western scholars; thirdly, some mints seem to have been set up to meet 
only temporary expedients and have left no identifiable trace in numismatic 
evidence; fourthly, the areas ané. names of prefectures and similar land 
divisions seem occasionally to have changed during the period, and fifthly, 
to my knowledge we have almost no previous studies to guide us, statements 
being copied by one author from another and usually originating in some late 
l8th or early 19th century native numismatist. 

The accompanying map shows very approximately, the various territorial areas 
that, at one time or another during the Southera Sung, were granted the right 
of coinage and have left behind evidence of this in the coins themselves. 
The outlines and names of the provinces are taken from Herrmann (1966) and 
Playfair (1965) and the Sung Shih have he^n the chief sources for indentifying 
the locations of departments, prefectures and other divisions. The probl'̂ ms 
of Chinese historical geography are many and intricate and, in no case, is the 
extent or situation of these areas as definite as they must appear on a map; 
they are approximate only. 

The results of the labour of constructing such a map are not without interest. 
One can see im"'ediately that those mints, the names of which are recorded on 
the coins, are all situated in one or other of three areas; along the souther'i 
seaboard, in the far north west or along the major river and lake systems. 
These are the major trade areas of the time. The maritime trade of tn̂ ^ Southern 
Sung was enourmous and, as Mr. Hayter says, their coins evea reached East Africa 
Indeed, all the known Sung coins from that continent appear to be from mints 
along the coast (see G.S.P. Freeman-Grenville, U.M, de Villaĵ d, V.L.Grottanelli 
and J.S. Kirkman) and, although such evidence is difficult to interpret, it 
would be most likely that the coins came to Africa by direct trade with sojthern 
Chinese ports because there is additional supporting evidence to be found in 
ceramics, certain introduced domestic plants and, perhaps, some motifs of wall 
decoration. 

The northwestern area was probably the most extensive area for producing cash 
during the Southern Sung. It was the district where a branch of the great 
central Asian Silk Road ended; it was the centre of a vast trade with the Chin 
kingdom and, from time to time, supplied the Chin Tartars with coins; thirdly, 
there was a huge military garrison kept in this border region and much of the 
currency used to pay the soldiers was cast in the fortress of Hui-min. 

"Copper famines" are a recurrent theme of Chinese history and a major determin­
ant of Chinese coinage. The map shows the distribution of the copper producing 
areas of the Southern Sung, and it was upon these that the bronze coinage was 
dependent. Although the northern-most part of the Liu Chiu produced great 
amounts of copper in later dynasties I am not certain how far the Sung were able 
to draw supplies from that region nor whether the mines there were operating in 
that dynasty. Much of the variation in the coins of the Southern Sung stems 
from the fluctuations in the supply of copper. Officially the coinage, 
according to the officers of the College of the Mint, had to consist of 6 parts 
copper, 3 parts lead and tin, with 1 paxt allowed for a variable overplus. 


