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Historical Summary

After the Chin or Golden Tartars had overthrown Hui Tsung the last emperor of
the Northern Sung dynasty, they took over Pien Liang, the capital, and appointed
Chang Pang-ch'ang as emperor. However, a son of Hui Tsung, known as Kao Tsung
escaped to the South with the Sung Court and as the house of Sung still rectained
the '"Mandate of Heaven'", he was raised to the throne with the assistance of
Chang Pang-ch'ang who deserted his Tartar masters and supported the Sung,
receiving office under the new regime. The Sung Court migrated to the South and
the capital, after being moved a number of times, was eventually established at
Lin-an (the present Hanchow) in 1129 A.D.

Changing the capital did not mean peace with the Chin. The Sung would not
relinquish the territory north of the Yangtze, and the Chin seemed determined
to annex the whole of the Empire. A prolonged war was the result with
territories changing hands, but neither side was strong enough to defeat the
other, although Kao Tsung did cede to the Chin a larger part of the North,
making the Huai River the boundary between the two states. The Chin gradually
increased in strength, and about 1153 moved their capital from Manchuria to
Peking (Yenching).

An uneasy stalemate continued until the Mongols under Genghiz Khan attacked the
Chin, who however, offered stubborn resistance. The Sung, lured by the promise
of some of the Chin territory, made an alliance with the Mongols and as a result
in 1234 the Chin Dynasty came to an end. As was to be expected, the Mongols did
not keep faith with the effete Sung over the division of territory, with the
result that the Sung seized some of the former Chin territory that they claimed.
This was the excuse that the Mongols were waiting for and they attacked the Sung
who, however, were nevertheless able to hold them off for another forty-five
years.

The capital (the presemt Hangchow), was taken in 1276 and the infant Emperor
captured and sent North. Some of the generals and officials declared another
infant son "Emperor'" and took refuge in the fleet and sailed South, making Canton
their headquarters. This city fell in 1277 and the boy ruler died in 1278, but

it was not until 1279 that the Sung commander, after bidding his wife and children
throw themselves into the sea, took the last boy-Emperor on his back and did like-
wise. The Sung Dynasties had come to an end and for the first time in recorded
history, the whole of,China was in the hands of non-Chinese conguerors and the
Mongol, Kublai Kham (a grandson of Genghiz Khan), became Emperor of a new Dynasty,
the Ylan.

The era of the Sung was one in which great achievemeats in Literature and Art
took place - printing with movable type was introduced and true porcelain made.
Trade achieved larger proportions than ever before and the Chinese controlled

the sea routes to the south-east and India. This became necessary as the ndtheru
overland routes were denied them firstly by the Tartars, and later the Mongols.
Trade with the Japanese also flourished but the Sung, strong at first, followed
the inevitable pattern of Chinese dynasties, and gradually became weak and effete
and finally succumbed to their more virile conquerors.
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Currency and Metrology

Following the pattern set by preceding dynasties, and in particular the
Northern Sung, Southern Sung coins were issued in one, two or three cash
pieces, value depending on size and weight. (There are a few cases where
the value was five, ten and in one case even one hundred cash, but these
particular coins are the exception rather than the rule).

The cash were usually made of copper or copper alloy, or of iron. An alloy
of tin or lead was sometimes used in order that they could not be melted
down and used as weapons of war. For larger transactions the one cash coins
were used in strings of (theoretically) one thousand - the number actually
varied with the locality in which they were used!

With the closing of the overland trade routes by the Tartars, the Sung resorted
to the sea routes to South East Asia, and foreign commodities thus became
readily available. As a direct result of this however the Government faced an
adverse balance of trade, (apparently this is not a monopoly of modern living!)
and Chinese copper coins were exported in such h uge quantities that the
Government was embarassed and tried to stop this drahage of coin by forbidding
the use of luxuries to which this loss was attributed. Sung coins have, in
fact, been unearthed in Java, Singapore and as far afield as Zanzibar and the
Somali coast of Africa, while in Japan they were the principal currency during
this period. This is the explanation for the rarity of one cash Southern Sung
coins in early collections. They were scarce on the mainland itself, and it was
not until comparatively recent years that they have been unearthed in quantity
in Indonesia.

The resart to paper money with its attendant evils was a direct result of this
shortage, as was also the minting of iron coins, which were issued during both
the Northern and Southern Sung dynasties in, one suspects, considerable
quantities. These latter have not withstood the passage of time as well as the
copper/copper alloy coins and are, as a result, comparatively scarce in Western
Collections. They appear to have circulated side by side with the copper coins
and unlike these pieces generally bear mint-marks as well as the year of issue.

The inclusion of the year of issue, or date, began in the reign of Hsiao Tsung
(nien hao Ch'un Hsi) in 1180 A.D. supposedly to deter the illicit casting of
coins, and continued until the end of the Southern Sung dynasty in 1274 (when
the last coins were issued), This is the only period in history during which
Chinese cast coins were '"'dated" systematically.

No gold or silver coins are recorded as having been oflicially issied during
this period.
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