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MULTIPLE DIRHEMS OF THE SAMANID-GHAZNAVID PERIOD FROM NORTH-EAST AFGHANISTAN,

by  MICHAEL MITCHINER

These large silver coins were struck by the Samanid dynasts and by their
Ghaznavid successors in the north-east provinces of Afghanistan throughout most
of the tenth century AD. The earliest multiple dirhems were struck during the
reign of the Samanid sovereign Nasr 11 ibn Ahmad (AH.301-331; AD.914-943) and can
be dated to the 320's of the Hijra. The series virtually ends with a common issue
struck by the Ghaznavid sovereign Yemin al daulah Mahmud in AH, 389, there being
only one later issue kmown.

The mints that struck multiple dirhems lay along the northern slopes of the
Hindu Kush and, for the most part, followed the distribution of active silver
mines cited by contemporary Arab historians., The main mints were sited in
Badakhshan and Tokharestan provinces though a few multiple dirhems were struck
at GCharjistan and Bamian (see Map).

Badakhshan province, from which the majority of multiple dirhems emanate,
was situated at the eastern end of the north Afghan plateau in a region where,
according to contemporary Arab historians, the main activities were farming and
particularly the mining not only of gold and silver but also of lapis lazuli,
rubies, garnet, rock crystal and asbestos. Three borders of the province were
largely defined by the geography of the region and only on the west was there an
arbitrary frontier with the neighbouring province of Tokharestan. To the east
Badakhshan was limited by the Pamir mountains and to the south rose the Hindu
Kush. To the north the river Oxus formed the provincial frontier and to the west
the border with Tokharestan was set between the towns of Tayakan and Kishm.
Provincial frontiers were not completely static and for some years the town of
Andijaragh, which lay in the foothills of the Pamirs, came under the sway of
Badakhshan's governor Al Harith ibn Harb.

In the south-western corner of Badakhshan province the position of Panjhir
and its relationship to two other important towns, Farwan and Anderabah, is best
defined by following the route of the main pass traversing the Hindu Kush from
the Kabul vallay in the south to the north-east Afghan plateau. These three towns,
which all lay close to the pass, each possessed its own mint and on the coins
struck for their Samanid sovereigns each mint acknowledged the authority of a
different series of provincial governors. From the south the route left the Kabul
valley and followed the Panjhir river up past Farwan. This town was the northern
outpost of the Kabul valley province and in the 330'3 AH acknowledged the
governorship of a certain Ahmad ibn Yusuf. From the 360's Farwan, along with the
rest of the Kabul valley province was part of the Ghaznavid state which, until
the 380's, remained a vassal kingdom within the Samanid realm., Farwan did not

take part in the multiple dirhem coinage. Proceeding north up the pass one reaches
Panjhir which was one of the most important Afghan silver mining towns during the
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tenth century. The Panjhir district formed the south-western outpost of Badakhshan
province, From 330/1 AH until 384 its coinage was restricted to multiple dirhems
and many of these acknowledged the authority of Al Harith ibn Harb who governed
Badakhshan province for the Samanids during half a century from ¢.334 until 384,
Continuing along the route from Panjhir one moves westwards across the Khawak

Pass and thence down the Anderabah river, past the town of the same name, to turn
northwards along the middle reaches of this river that leads to the Oxus.

Tokharestan province, the western neighbour of Badakhshan, extended from the
Oxus in the north to the Hindu Kush in the south and from Badskhshan in the east
to the province of Juzjen-Balkh in the west. The two main towns, Walweliz (Qunduz)
and Tayakan, were situated in the north of the province along the route from Balkh
to Badakhshan while the chief mint, Anderabah, lay in the southerm mountains close
to the silver mines,

Moving westwards along the tracks of these silver mines that extended from
Badakhshan province through the southern reaches of Tokharestan one reaches the
other provinces that struck multiple dirhems, a continuation of the silver mining ‘
region, Gharjistan-Bamian., This mountainous region was centred on a group of east-
west valleys in the northern part of the central Afghan massif, Bamian, in a fertile
valley towards the east of this region, was & prosperous city that exercised con-
trol over a substantial district. Further to the west the homeland of the Ghar})
people was centred on the upper reaches of the Murghad river. The name of their
province, Gharjistan or Gharj al Shar, literally meant 'Mountains of the Shar' and
referred both to the local people, the Gharj or mountain people, and to the ruler
who always bore the title Shar.

SAMANID SOVEREIGNS AND THEIR GOVERNORS.

The period when these multiple dirhems were struck was a time of political
and economic crisis in the Samanid realm., It saw the progressive de-centralisation
of authority that culminated in the replacement of the dynasty at the end of the ‘
tenth century by the Ghaznavids in Afghanisten and by the Qarekhanids (Ilak Khans)
north of the river Oxus.

Authority over the various provinces was exercised by three ranks of officials
who, on occasions, all placed their names on coins. The Provincial Governor belonged
to the lowest of these ranks, his authority being restricted to his own province.
South of the Oxus the provincial Samanid governor was respomsible to the @overnmor
of Khorasan who had his seat at Nishapur in N.W., Afghanistan and was himself
responsible to the Samanid sovereign in Bokhara for all the provinces south of the
river Oxus. The highest of these three ranks of officials was composed of members
in the Central Government. They exercised authority and some of them, such as the
chamberlains Faiq and Bektuzun and the vizir Tash, placed their names on coins,
both north and south of the Oxus.

During the first three decades of the fourth century AH the north-east Afghe»
provinces of the Samanid realm were the charge of a single governor, although from
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314 until 320 they were ruled by the rebel Qaratekin, After the authority of the
Samanid Nasr 11 had been restored in 320 Balkatekin was placed in charge and held
office until 326 when he was succeeded by Qaratekin, now restored to favour, who
governed from 326 until 330, During the years 331 to 333 the system of provincial
government was re-organised in N.E. Afghanisten and each province acquired an
individual governor. The province of Juzjan-Balkh was governed partly by Qatakin
and partly by Mohammed ibn Farighun until 348 but thereafter (Qatakin having been
transferred to Bokhara) the Farighunid family continued to rule the province until
the 390's and extended their authority over Gharjistan to thé south, Tokharestan
province was now governed by Harb ibmn Sahlan who had previously been an associate
governor of this province under Balkatekin., His family continued to govern
Tokharestan province in the person's of Harb's son Maktum (ibn Harb) and his
grandson Sahlen (ibn Maktum) until 378, Badekhshan also acquired its own governor
in the person of Al Harith ibn Harb who remained in office until 384 and was
probably a brother of Mektum ibn Harb, The governor of the Kabul valley province

. was Ahmed ibn Yusuf whose father had earlier been an associate governor under
Balkatekin and Qaratekin, first at Anderabah and then at Balkh,

During most of the period from 344 until 384 the Govermors of Khorasan were
members of the Simjurid family., Nasir al daulah Mohammed Simjuri 11 governed
Khorasan during most years from 344 until his death in 378 (Alptekin 349-50;

Tash 367, 371-77). His son, Abu 'Ali Mohammed Simjuri 111 held the office of
Governor of Khorasan in 374 and from 378 until the advent of the Ghaznavids in
384. The names of these two Samanid governors of Khorasan appear on a number of
multiple dirhems as well as on most Nishapur dinars.

The Ghaznavid state was founded by Alptekin in 351, He was a Turkish
Commender of the Semanid army appointed Governor of Khorasan in 349 by his
sovereign 'Abd al Malik., When 'Abd al Malik died in 350 Alptekin was dispossessed
of his offices by the new sovereign Mansur ibn Nuh and betook himself to Ghazni

. in S.E. Afghanistan where he created his own 'Ghaznavid' kingdom. Succeeding
Ghaznavid rulers achnowledged the sovereignty of the Samanids., Sebuktegin, a
former slave of Alptekin, ruled this Ghaznavid vassal state from 367 until 387
and made of it a powerful kingdom. In 384 the Samanid Nuh 11 called on his
Ghaznavid vassal to assist in quelling a rebellion led by the ex-chamberlain
Faiq and the Governor of Khorasan Abu 'Ali Mohammed Simjuri. Sebuktegin and his
son Mahmud, assisted by Mohammed ibn Farighun the govermor of Juzjan-Balkh, duly
put down the rebellion and were rewarded by Nuh who bestowed the title Nasir
al daulah on Sebuktegin and elevated his son Mahmud to the Governorship of
Khorasan, giving him the title Sayf al daulah, During 384 both Sebuktegin and
Mahmud were campaigning in northern Afghanistan where coins record both names as
subjects of the sovereign Nuh., In 385 Sebuktegin retired to Herat, adding this
province to his Ghaznavid state. From this date Sebuktegin's coinage is restricted
to Herat (AH. 385, 386) plus his other Chaznavid domeains south of the Hindu Kush.

Mahmud, as Governor of Khorasan, remained in the north and continued coining in
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Nishapur and the north-east Afghan provinces.

In 387 Nuh 11 died and was succeeded by his son Mansur 11, Sebuktegin also
died but the succession was not peaceful for, while his elder son Mahmud was away
governing Khorasan one of Sebuktegin's younger sons Isma'il claimed the Ghaznavid
succession., During the rest of 387 and much of 388 Mahmud and Isma'il fought each
other, For a while Isma'il controlled territory north of the Hindu Kush and struck
multiple dirhems at Walwaliz in Tokharestan (388) but by the end of 388 Mahmud
was victorious., Having regained control of Tokharestan Mahmud struck multiple
dirhems at Anderabah (388) and he re-assumed his Governorship of Khorasan
(from Bektuzun who had been appointed in 387), striking dinars in this capacity
at Nishepur (388). Thus when the year 389 began Mahmud wes both the Ghaznavid
sovereign and the Governor of Khorasan owing allegiance in both eapacities to
his Samanid sovereign Mansur. In this capacity he struck dirhems at Balkh and
dinars at Nishapur during the early part of 389. During the course of this year
Mansur was murdered by Abu 'Ali Simjuri amd Bektuzun and Mansur's younger brother .
'Abd al Malik 11 was placed on the Samanid throne (Nishapur dinars of Bektuzun,
mid 389). Mahmud, hitherto a loyal subject of the Samanids now threw off his
allegiance to the new puppet and declared himself an independant ruler. Mahmud
now possessed a Ghaznavid kingdom that embraced virtually the whole of Afghanistan,
a kingdom whose northern frontier was the river Oxus. Whereas the Samanids had
never relinquished their allegiance to the caliph Al Ta'i who had been deposed in
381, Mahmud now recognised the reigning caliph Al Qadir (381-422) and was rewarded
by him with the title Yemin al daulah. Thus during the early part of 389 Sayf al
daulah Mahmud the Samanid subject, issued coins recording the names of the caliph
Al Ta'i and of his sovereign Mansur (Balkh, Nishapur) but during the later part of
the same year, 389, Yemin al daulah Mahmud the independant Ghaznavid sovereign
struck coins bearing only his own name and that of the caliph Al Qadir (Anderabah,
Nishapur). This year also marks the penultimate issue of multiple dirhems. .

SAMANID SILVER SHORTAGE

The existence of these multiple dirhems and the contemporary debasement of
all Samanid silver currency are two manifestations of the severe silver shortage
that began to affect the region in the early temth century. The cause of the
silver shortage was massive outflow of silver along Khwarezmian-Viking trade
routes in the direction of Scandinavia. The Volga Bulghar kingdom on the middle
Volga formed an entmpot where the traders of Khwarezm, a Samanid vassal state on
the southern border df the Aral Sea, were well established. The Vikings (Varangians)
of Sweden, having established large trading communities at Novgorod and Kiev, also
founded outposts in Bulghar where they were noted by Ibn Fadlan who led an embassy
from the caliph Al Muktadir to the king of the Volga Bulghars in 309 (AD. 921).
During the years when Ihwarezmian-Viking trade flourished the Volga Bulghars also
issued their own dirhems (C.AH. 313-370) modelled on those of the Samenids.

The manning of this trade route during the period ¢.280 to 370 led to one of

the most masgive, if not the most important, translocations of coinage that has







