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‘ :The Coinageof the Indo-Scythians and Indo-Parthians
PART I THE INDC-SCYTHIANS
The Scyths occupied the Transoxus region of Asia and were composed of
many different groups of peoples. Mostly nomadic, some of these peoples
formed different nations after migration, such as the Parthians. The
correct name for the Scyths who entered India is 'Saka'. These particular
Sakas entered India on being ousted from their homeland by an invasion
of other Iranian nomads called the Yueh-Chih.

These people, the Yueh~Chih,had inhabited Kan-su in Western
China but were themselves forced to migrate due to the pressure of another
people whom we later know as the Huns. The Yueh-Chih horde fled West and
displaced several peoples before encountering the Sakas about I60 B.C.
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The Sakas now formed a
horde themselves which fled
south and settled in Ferghana
// c.I55 B.C. This was in the
territory of the Indo-Greeks.
Prodded into movement once
again by the Yueh-Chih, the
— Sakas seem to have split up.
Part of the horde burst
through the northern provin-
ces of Bactria into Parthia
from I38-123 B.C. They
killed the Perthian kings
Phraates II and Artabanus I
but were subdued by the
mighty Mithradates II and
settled by him in the Bast-
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This province of Seistan was controlled by the powerful Parthian family
of the Suren who later became Quasi-independent and are associated with
the Indo-Parthians who issued coins independently in India later.

Those Sakas who had remained in Ferghana were now induced to
move (c.I20 B.C.), and under their leader MAUES (Moga) travelled via
Kashgar to Gandhara and the Swat Valley. Some Sakas went even further
by travelling via Patalene and eventually settling in Sind where they
founded a dynasty of Satraps.

Maues successively wrested from the Indo-Greeks the provinces
of Udayana (Swat Valley), Taxila, the lands East of the Indus, part of
EBastern Gandhara, and towards the end of his reign the provinces HEast
of the Jhelum. His advance had forced a wedge between the Indo-Creeks
and after possibly helping Strato I to power in the Eastern Kingdom he
extinguished it shortly after 75 B.C. Maues was assisted in governing his
territories by Satraps, some of whom called themselves Mahasatraps after
his death.




The following family tree of Maues and his satraps is mostly conjectural,
the details coming from the celebrated Mathura Lion-Capital. It has been
suggested that ARTA might be Maues brother and KHARAOSTA his direct successor.

The satraps whose names appear on coins are in oapitals and their area of
influence in brackets.

HAUES coIOO B.c. o 75?

DAMIJADA (Hazara)
ARTA = Pispari
LIAKA KUSULAKA (Cuska and Taxila) ]

KHARAOSTA T Abuhola Khalamasa la’ja

(Mathura) - )
PATIKA = RAJAVULA = Ayasi Kamuia Hayura
‘ l
MEVAKI MIYIKA SODASA KXalui Nada Diaka Hana

While Naues was triumphant in the East, another dynasty was achieving
independence in Seistan. This was the family of Vonones. Many writers
consider Vonones and his group to be Indo-Parthians though perhaps
distinct from Gondophares and his successors, Konow even considers him
to be identical with the royal Parthian king of that name. Other writem
have considered him as an Indo-Scythian or Saka and for the purposes of
this Information Sheet I shall include him with the latter and thus be
able to divide this sheet into two distinct parts. Vonones is associated
on his coins with his brothers (not always meant literally) and joint
rulers and issues coins in Seistan and Western Gandhara. Shortly after
Vonones ceath the Empire falls to Azes I who might have been his nephew.
Azes acquired territory at the expense of both the Indo-Creeks and Maues.
These included Gandhara, Northern Arachosia and the Paronamisus. He lost
ground however to the Kushanas (dominant tribe of the Yueh~Chih) north of
the Hindu Kush (Paropamisus).

seeess ROUTE OF MAUES Azes was followed by Azilises
—===ROUTE oF VINONES who issued some beautiful tetra-

AR Successors drachms and then Azes II. 1In
fm Azes II's reign the dynasty and

Empire collapse. The western
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H weakened due tothe pressure of
the Kushans from the north, and
the history of the period becomes
obscure with a great deal of
imitation of coin types, mainly
by the Kushans.




The Vonones group are associated on their coins as follows and this could
be a 'family tree'. Some of the 'brothers!' and 'nephews' issued coins as

independent kings.
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The Indo-Scythic Mints, Monograms and sequence of rulers.

It has been considered for a long time that the monograms on
Indo-Greek and the later Indo-Scythic or Saka coins held the clue to the
whereabouts of their mints. A monogram whether it be of a city or magis-
trate was issued only in a particular locality and often variations of
the same monogram exist. Several different monograms are known to be the
issues of one mint. It is thought that only five or six mints existed in
the Indo-Greek period and the same or less for the succeeding period.

A.D.H.Bivar in the Numismatic Chronicle, I965, and G.K.Jenkins
in the Journal of the Numismatic Society of India, 1955, have shown how
certain mints can be identified by intelligent analysis. A summarised
version of the latter article aprears below. For the many theories that
exist concerning this period's history I advise the reading of the whole
bibliogravhy. For this sheet I have adopted the theories that seem most
reasonable to me,

From Dr.Jenkins articles the following conclusion seems likely
concerning the changing of hands of the various mints and areas.

ARACHOSTIA GANDHARA TAXILA EAST OF THE JHELUM
Vonones

Spalagadames?

Spalahora Maues? Kaues

Spalirises Apollodotus II? Apollodotus II Apollodotus II

Hippostratus Hippostratus Zoilus II
Spal/Azes I Azes I Azes I
. Dionysius
Hip ostratus Apollophanes
Azes 1
Azilises izilises Azilises Strato II
Azes 11 Azes 11 Strato II and Strato III
Aspavarma Ra javula Ra javula
Gondophares Gondophares Sasan Gondophares

There are four mints that are tentatively attributed to the
Sakas: Taxila, Pushkalavati, an 'Arachosian' mint and possibly Kapisa.

In the two articles that Dr. Jenkins published in the Journal of the
Numismatic Society of India in 1955 and I956 you will find all the

ma jor coins listed in this sheet and catalogue, with details of where
these coins are published. These articles are difficult to obtain but
are essential reading for someone who wishes to look at this series.
The accompanying catalogue,which is as complete as I can make it,is
more than sufficient for someone who wishes to identify coins or merely

collect by types.




" PAXILA A major city and mint with several monograms and combinations of
“ihé same. . Nost monograms appear in conjunction with Kharosthi letters.
Some of the monograms attributed to Taxila are numbers 2, 6, 9, 10, 13, 14,
I8, 34-38 and 40 on the list below.

A study of the mint reveals an interesting sequence of rulerse.g.

Maues issued silver Zeus standing/Nike and copper Elephant Head/Caduceus

and was followed by the Indo-fizeek king Apollodotus II and then Hippostratus
for the first time. Taxila was then taken for a while by Azes I but lost

to Hippostratos again. Finally Azes re-took Taxila and it remained in Saka
hands until Gondophares succeeded Azes II.

PUSHKALAVATI or Peukelaotis is recognised as the mint that issued the
Pallas reverse silver coins from the time of Hippostratos to Azes II. 1It's
monogram is number I9, usually witha Kharosthi letter. The copper coin of
Azes II Goddess/Bnll type was issued by this mint.

'ARACHOSIA' The coins attributed to this mint are identified by their style
and include the following types:
I Vonones/Spalahora R King mounted with spear(KMS)/Zeus

E Pallas St./Herakles st.

2 Spalyris/Spalagadama & KMS/ Herakles st.
3 Spalirises (as King's brother) R KMS/Zeus
4 Spalirises (as King) R KMS/Zeus
B King walking/Zeus enthroned
5 Spalirises/Azes RKMS/Zeus
E Xing mounted with whip'/Bow and arrow
6 Azes I R KMS/Zeus
EXing on camel/Bill
7 Azes 1 R X¥S/Lamp Goddess
EX¥S/Herakles seated
& XMS/Bull
8 Azilises R KMS/Lamp Goddess

E XMS/Herakles seated.
After Azilises this mint falls into the hands of satraps and the Indo-Parthians.

KAPISA G.K.Jenkins considers that Maues possibly struck coins at this mint
but not the Azes group. In fact he considers rtha.t coins of the Hermaios type
were issued continuously at this mint whether,not it was in the hands of the
Indo-Greeks of the Hermaios line. The Maues coin attributed to this mint is
the rare Zeus enthroned type.

It is worth mentioning that the way to identify the silver of Azes I
from those of Azes II is that on the former's coins the King is mounted on
horseback holding a spear while the latter holds a whip. The copper is more
complicated but full lists of known coin types are included below.

INDO-SCYTHIC MONOGRAMS
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