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by N.Q. RHODES 

Manipur was a ne t t y h i l l s t a t e on the sou th -eas t of Assam and border ing Burma. 
I t ' s a r e a was 8,638 square mi les and the popu la t ion in 1891 was about 221,000, The 
s t a t e cons is ted of an ex tens ive v a l l e y i n the hea r t of the d i f f i c u l t jung le and 
mountain country which s t r e t c h e s between Assam, Kachar, Burma and Chi t tagong, The 
only to'/m of any s i z e was the c a p i t a l of Imphal, s i t e d in the cen t re of the s t a t e . 
Communications with Ind ia and Burma were fo rne r l y very d i f f i c u l t and hazardous and 
the e x t e r n a l t rade of the s t a t e was r e s t r i c t e d . European t r a v e l l e r s to Kanipur 
were in f requen t i n former t imes but from 1942 u n t i l 1945 Imphal and the surrounding 
area became the major base fo r ops ra t i ons aj^ainst the Japanese i n Upper Burma, 
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H i s t o r i c a l Backgrcmd (1) 

The ea r l y h i s t o r y of haniT>ur i s obscure, s ince w r i t t e n recorc's more then 200 
years o ld a re v i r t u a l l y non-ex is tan t in t ha t a rea . The t r a d i t i o n s which do e x i s t 
t e l l of f requent invasions from a l l s i d e s , and tlie fea tu res of the i n h a b i t a n t s , 
which a re part-raongoloid, pa r t Indo-Aryan, t e s t i f y to t h i s . 

The f i r s t noteworthy event recorded i s t ha t about 1714 (or 1709?) a Naga 
named Panheiba became r u l e r of I 'aniour, adopted the Hindu re l i g i on and took the 
name Gharib Niwaz. This r u l e r was successfu l i n the frequent wars with Burnna, 
al though he d id not make any permanent conques ts . 


