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INDIA - THE COINAGE OF MANIPUR ‘\juma { q;’(

by N.G., RHODES

Manipur was a petty hill state on the south-east of Assam and bordering Burma,
It's area was 8,638 square miles and the population in 1891 was about 221,000, The
state consisted of an extensive valley in the heart of the difficult jungle and
mountain country which stretches between Assam, Kachar, Burma and Chittagong. The
only town of any size was the capital of Imphal, sited in the centre of the state.
Communications with India and Burma were formerly very difficult and hazardous and
the external trade of the state was restricted. ZHuropean travellers to lanipur
were infrequent in former times but from 1942 wmtil 1945 Imnhal and the surrounding
area became the major base for operations against the Japanese in Upper Burma.
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Historical Background (1)
The early history of Hanivnur is obscure, since written records more than 200

years old are virtvally non-existant in that area. The traditions which do exist
tell of frequent invasions from all sides, and the features of the imhabitants,
which are part-mongoloid, part Indo-Aryan, testify to this,

The first noteworthy event recorded is that about 1714 (or 1709?) a Naga
named Panheiba became ruler of aniour, adopted the Hindu religion and took the
name Gharib Niwaz., This ruler was successful in the frequent wars with Burma,

although he did not mske any permanent conquests,




istorical Background (Continued)
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Gharib Niwaz was murdered, along with his eldest son in about 1750 and the
rule passed first to his eldest surviving son Ajit Shah and then in 1756 to a
younger son Bharat Shah, The earliest dated coins of Fanipur were struck during
this year of 1756, but in the name of Gaura Shah., It seems likely that Bharat
Shah only ruled as Regent for Gaura Shah, the grandson of the murdered Gharib
Niwaz, and although a cripple, the rightful heir, The coins of 1756 were orobably
struck on the occasion of the coronation as they record the exact d-v of this event,

Bharat Shah died in 1758, and Gaura Shah agreed to share his power with his
brother Jai Singh, a much stronger individuval., Soon after 1750, the Burmese,
taking advantage of the deat” of Gharib Niwaz, had bersun a series of invasions,
By 1761 there was a grave danger that | anipur would fall to the Burmese and Jai
Singh arrealed to the British for help, This was granted, and in 1762 British
soldiers helped the anipuris to repulse the Burmese, and a treaty of aslliance
was sicrned,

It is interesting to note that at this time the British were told that as the
Burmese had destroyed the greater part of Manipur, it was not rossible to meet the
expenses incurred by the British Government in sending troops. As a token of
sincerity "500 meklee gold rupees, valued at twelve silver rupees each" were
offered. The gold coins numbered 2, 3 and 4 below, which are dated 1762, nust
have been struck on this occasion,

Gaura Sh-=h died in 1764, and from then until 179% I‘aninur was heepically
ruled by Jai Singh, Invasions from Burma continued during the early part of his
reign, and on at least three occasions he was driven from his country, but he
always managed to roturn without having to csll on the British for help, His only
known dated coin was struck in 1772, and it is »rob-ble that he was not able to
hold his formal coronation before that date. By the last ten vears of his reign
his position was secure, ani he was zble to send military help to his neighbour
in Assam, Gaurinatha Singh, when the latter had internal troubles.

: Jai 3ingh abdicated in 1768, and died the following year. The next 35 years
was to see five of his eight sons on th: throne, Chaurajit Singh, the third of
these brothers to become ruler, being the only one to continue the silver coinage

begun by his uncle,

In 1812 Marajit Singh, a younger brother of Chaurajit, obtained the help of
the Burmese and overthrew his elder brother., Initially he ruled as a vassal of
the Burmese, but gradually he tried to act more and more indevendently. In 1819
he struck a fine gold coin but in the same year the Burmese finally lost patience
with him and threw him out to join his brothers in Kachar,

This Burmese invasion did not stop at i anipur, an? very quiclly they m-naged
to conquer the whole of Assam, bringing to an end the ancient Kingdom of the Ahoms.
When the danger to British voszessions in India became avparent, the British
prepared to attack the Burmese, and in 1824 war was declared. 3Soon after, Garbhir
Singh, the youngest of the brothers, asked the British for money and arms to help
him recapture Fanipur. This was readily sranted and in 1£€26 Gambhir Singh, who had
helped significantly in the defeat of the Burmese, was recognized as Raja of
I‘-aniDU.I‘-

Gambhir Singh's rule continued peacefully until his death in 1834 leaving a
son, Chandra Kirti, who was barely two vezrs old, Nar Singh, a great grandson of
Gharib Niwaz was anpointed Gegent, Chandra - irti ruvled rowminally until 1844 when
there was an unsuccessul attempt on Tar Singh's life., The Jueen I.other was
imvlicated and fled to Kachar with har son, and Har Singh wes made Raja,
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Historical Background (Continued)

He was succeeded at his death in 1850 by his brother Debendra Singh, whose reign
lasted only three months before Chandra Kirti, now 18 years old, took advantage of
Debendra's unpopularity and recaptured his throne early in 1851, In spite of
numerous attempts to overthrow him, Chandra Kirti managed to retain power until his
death in 1886, He was succeeded by his son Sura Chandra, but in 1890 his brothers
Kula Chandra and Tikendrajit Singh ousted him and Kula Chandra was made Raja.

The position inside Hanipur rapidly deteriorated, and a full scale offensive
was launched after several British Officials had been killed., Resistance was not
strong and in Liarch 1891 Tikendrajit was tried and later executed and Kula Chandra
was devorted for life., In September 1891 the Governor selected Chura Chandra Singh
a descendent of Nar Singh to be Raja of Manipur, but the administration was now in
British hands and never again was Manipur allowed to strike coins,

Descendants of Gharib Niwaz

GHARIB NIVAZ ¢ 1714-1750
|
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GAURA SITGH JATI SINGH
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p 1886-90  1890-1
Rulers of Manipur
Gharib Niwaz 1714-1750 Huidromba Subol 1£19-1820
4jit Shsh 1750-1756 Gambhir 3ingh 1820-1821 18t reign
Bharat Shah 1756-1758 Jadu Singh 1822-1823
Gaura Singh 1758-1764 Raghab Singh 1823%-1824
Jai Singh 1764-1798 Bhadra Singh 1824-1825
Labanya Chandra 1798-1801 Gambhir Singh 1225-1833% 2nd reign
liadhu Chandra 1801-1806 Chandra Kirti Singh 1833=1847% 1st reien
Chaurajit Singh 1803-1812 Nar Singh 1843-1849
larjit Singh 1812-1219 Chandra Kirti Sinch  1849-18¢6 2nd reisn
3ura Chandra Singh 1886-1890
Kula “handra Singh 1890-1891
Chura Chandra Singh  1891-1940







