ORI ENTAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY INFORMATION SHEET No. 9
INDIA - THE COINAGE OF MANIPUR ‘\juma { q;’(

by N.G., RHODES

Manipur was a petty hill state on the south-east of Assam and bordering Burma,
It's area was 8,638 square miles and the population in 1891 was about 221,000, The
state consisted of an extensive valley in the heart of the difficult jungle and
mountain country which stretches between Assam, Kachar, Burma and Chittagong. The
only town of any size was the capital of Imphal, sited in the centre of the state.
Communications with India and Burma were formerly very difficult and hazardous and
the external trade of the state was restricted. ZHuropean travellers to lanipur
were infrequent in former times but from 1942 wmtil 1945 Imnhal and the surrounding
area became the major base for operations against the Japanese in Upper Burma.
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Historical Background (1)
The early history of Hanivnur is obscure, since written records more than 200

years old are virtvally non-existant in that area. The traditions which do exist
tell of frequent invasions from all sides, and the features of the imhabitants,
which are part-mongoloid, part Indo-Aryan, testify to this,

The first noteworthy event recorded is that about 1714 (or 1709?) a Naga
named Panheiba became ruler of aniour, adopted the Hindu religion and took the
name Gharib Niwaz., This ruler was successful in the frequent wars with Burma,

although he did not mske any permanent conquests,




istorical Background (Continued)
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Gharib Niwaz was murdered, along with his eldest son in about 1750 and the
rule passed first to his eldest surviving son Ajit Shah and then in 1756 to a
younger son Bharat Shah, The earliest dated coins of Fanipur were struck during
this year of 1756, but in the name of Gaura Shah., It seems likely that Bharat
Shah only ruled as Regent for Gaura Shah, the grandson of the murdered Gharib
Niwaz, and although a cripple, the rightful heir, The coins of 1756 were orobably
struck on the occasion of the coronation as they record the exact d-v of this event,

Bharat Shah died in 1758, and Gaura Shah agreed to share his power with his
brother Jai Singh, a much stronger individuval., Soon after 1750, the Burmese,
taking advantage of the deat” of Gharib Niwaz, had bersun a series of invasions,
By 1761 there was a grave danger that | anipur would fall to the Burmese and Jai
Singh arrealed to the British for help, This was granted, and in 1762 British
soldiers helped the anipuris to repulse the Burmese, and a treaty of aslliance
was sicrned,

It is interesting to note that at this time the British were told that as the
Burmese had destroyed the greater part of Manipur, it was not rossible to meet the
expenses incurred by the British Government in sending troops. As a token of
sincerity "500 meklee gold rupees, valued at twelve silver rupees each" were
offered. The gold coins numbered 2, 3 and 4 below, which are dated 1762, nust
have been struck on this occasion,

Gaura Sh-=h died in 1764, and from then until 179% I‘aninur was heepically
ruled by Jai Singh, Invasions from Burma continued during the early part of his
reign, and on at least three occasions he was driven from his country, but he
always managed to roturn without having to csll on the British for help, His only
known dated coin was struck in 1772, and it is »rob-ble that he was not able to
hold his formal coronation before that date. By the last ten vears of his reign
his position was secure, ani he was zble to send military help to his neighbour
in Assam, Gaurinatha Singh, when the latter had internal troubles.

: Jai 3ingh abdicated in 1768, and died the following year. The next 35 years
was to see five of his eight sons on th: throne, Chaurajit Singh, the third of
these brothers to become ruler, being the only one to continue the silver coinage

begun by his uncle,

In 1812 Marajit Singh, a younger brother of Chaurajit, obtained the help of
the Burmese and overthrew his elder brother., Initially he ruled as a vassal of
the Burmese, but gradually he tried to act more and more indevendently. In 1819
he struck a fine gold coin but in the same year the Burmese finally lost patience
with him and threw him out to join his brothers in Kachar,

This Burmese invasion did not stop at i anipur, an? very quiclly they m-naged
to conquer the whole of Assam, bringing to an end the ancient Kingdom of the Ahoms.
When the danger to British voszessions in India became avparent, the British
prepared to attack the Burmese, and in 1824 war was declared. 3Soon after, Garbhir
Singh, the youngest of the brothers, asked the British for money and arms to help
him recapture Fanipur. This was readily sranted and in 1£€26 Gambhir Singh, who had
helped significantly in the defeat of the Burmese, was recognized as Raja of
I‘-aniDU.I‘-

Gambhir Singh's rule continued peacefully until his death in 1834 leaving a
son, Chandra Kirti, who was barely two vezrs old, Nar Singh, a great grandson of
Gharib Niwaz was anpointed Gegent, Chandra - irti ruvled rowminally until 1844 when
there was an unsuccessul attempt on Tar Singh's life., The Jueen I.other was
imvlicated and fled to Kachar with har son, and Har Singh wes made Raja,
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Historical Background (Continued)

He was succeeded at his death in 1850 by his brother Debendra Singh, whose reign
lasted only three months before Chandra Kirti, now 18 years old, took advantage of
Debendra's unpopularity and recaptured his throne early in 1851, In spite of
numerous attempts to overthrow him, Chandra Kirti managed to retain power until his
death in 1886, He was succeeded by his son Sura Chandra, but in 1890 his brothers
Kula Chandra and Tikendrajit Singh ousted him and Kula Chandra was made Raja.

The position inside Hanipur rapidly deteriorated, and a full scale offensive
was launched after several British Officials had been killed., Resistance was not
strong and in Liarch 1891 Tikendrajit was tried and later executed and Kula Chandra
was devorted for life., In September 1891 the Governor selected Chura Chandra Singh
a descendent of Nar Singh to be Raja of Manipur, but the administration was now in
British hands and never again was Manipur allowed to strike coins,

Descendants of Gharib Niwaz

GHARIB NIVAZ ¢ 1714-1750
|

1st Queen 2nd .ueen
' ! : 1 T L T 1]
SHYA!” SHAH AJIT SHAR TUGAT NN TONG SARBCSACH® BHARAT SHAH
d 1750 1750-56 SHAH SEAH  SHAH 1756-58
( 4 8]
GAURA SITGH JATI SINGH
(or GAT'w. SHAH) (or BEAGYA CHANDRA)
1758-64 (or RAJA KARTA )
1764-98
f |l ¥ T T T T
SAVAHAL LABANYA IMADHU TULSIJIT CHAURAJIT MARJIT GH:\MBIR
CHANDRA CHANDRA SINGH SIMGH SINGH
1798-1801 1801-6 1803-12 1812-19  1826-34
CEANDRA
ELRTE
183444
185:-86
S&RA KJLA TIKdﬁJRAJIT
CHAMDRA  CHANDRA
p 1886-90  1890-1
Rulers of Manipur
Gharib Niwaz 1714-1750 Huidromba Subol 1£19-1820
4jit Shsh 1750-1756 Gambhir 3ingh 1820-1821 18t reign
Bharat Shah 1756-1758 Jadu Singh 1822-1823
Gaura Singh 1758-1764 Raghab Singh 1823%-1824
Jai Singh 1764-1798 Bhadra Singh 1824-1825
Labanya Chandra 1798-1801 Gambhir Singh 1225-1833% 2nd reign
liadhu Chandra 1801-1806 Chandra Kirti Singh 1833=1847% 1st reien
Chaurajit Singh 1803-1812 Nar Singh 1843-1849
larjit Singh 1812-1219 Chandra Kirti Sinch  1849-18¢6 2nd reisn
3ura Chandra Singh 1886-1890
Kula “handra Singh 1890-1891
Chura Chandra Singh  1891-1940




Coinage

The coinage of anipur has received scant attention up to now, probably
because very fow examples of the sonere silver and gold coins struck prior to
1812 have survived in Vestern collections, M-rsden (2) published a few of the
coins of Gaura Singh and Jai Shgh and Thorburn published one runmee of Chaurajit
Singh (3), but I know of no other records of these coins. The square coin of
Gambhir Sinch wes published by 3.P. Basm in J'SI for 1965, The reason for the
scarcity of these coins is that thev were usually only struck in small qurantities
for ceremonial use, Chaurajit Singh was the only ruler who seems to h~ve made a real
atternt to introduce silver coins into the currency, but most of his coins were
carried awey and melted by the Burmese during their occuvation around 1820,

The only coins struck in any uantity in llanipur were the small bell-metol
"gel",(4) The exact date of the introduction of these coins is not certain, but
was probably ¢vring the second half of the eighteenth century, 1The coins were
nonular because they were svitable for the snall »urcases made by the irhabitonts
and they were rot valuable enouch for it to be rorth-while for the Burnese to steal
theri,, Botham listed = nurber of these coins in his Catzlosue of the Shillong
Cabinet (5), but I find it almost immossible to tie uvp the coing listed by hin with
those that I have seen. DBothan lists coins with the initial letters of practically
all the rulers of ‘anipur from Jai Singh (alias Bhagya Chandra) to Kula Chandra, but
omits the letter "Sri", wvwhich is by far the comronest of the letters found on the
sels, It seems certain from the dozens of coins which I have seen that the letters
on the sels do not, in the main, corresvond with the initial letters of the rvlers'
names, and this is confirmed by documents published by !ajor Pridmore (6). Here it
is made clear that an avspicious letter was chosen at the start of each reign with
no logic apparent hehind the choice, although "Sri'" and "la" were chosen most
frequently., In my listing below 1 give the letters and varieties known “o me, with
an attribution wherever nossible, C(ther varieties may well exist, although I feel
that Botham may have used his imagination on badly struck snecimens in arrivine at
some of his readingcs,.

In 1838 and 1832 the Calcuttz mint struck a numb r of sels to be used for
navzent of labour for building a2 new road from anipur to Kachar. These coins were
apparently bettzr made then those struck in . anipur itself and had the letter ":a'
on them, The background to this event is very fully covered by I'ajor “ridmore, btnt
as neithsr he nor I have ever seen "!''a" coins th~t .ool any bett-r nroduced than
the othar sels, I can give no clear :suide for reconnising these Calcutta strikinﬁs(7).

These little sels continned to be struck in large numbars until 1821, whe» the
British finally tooiz over tre =dministration of the State. Throuchout the i2th
century silver coins from India ard Burma also circulated, but were valued sccordine

to their metal content. The rate of exchange wit': the sels fluctuated with the
orice of silver; before 183¢ a ruveec was worth abort 900 sel, but during that yecr
the velue dropped suddenly owing to =z large influx of silver fron India, Prom 1{3°
onwards the ruvee exchanged for b-tween 400 and 420 sels. Covner never circulated
until after 1891, and one uttempt by the British to introduce copper coins into the
currency during the 106C's failed corpletel, A4After 1891 the British immosed Indian
currency onto the inhabitants, nnd the sels graivallv disan earsd Trom circulation,

Hotes:- T3 My historical summary is telen mainly from A, Roy's
"History of kanipur", Caleutta 1953,

2, 'Thunismzta Oriszrtalig", London 1423,

-3 ek s 34 L i Bt 5 L
e "Fotes on ¢ Teow Rure Indizn Coins™ JASB HS.XLIT (IQ:Q).
4 an assay wade in Calecutta mint in 1538 showed the

metal content to be conper 73,6, Tin 23,2 and sine 3.2,
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lotes (Continued)

5. "Catzlosue of the Provircial Coin Cabinet issanm”,
Allahabad 1930,

6. "The Bast India Comvany's Zell . etal Coinage for
fanipur 1838", lMuch of my information on the sels
is ta¥m from this very int2resting =rticle.
(5eab;'s Bulletin Dec, 1972).

7. The Coin illustrated by Major .ridmore is s badly
struck "Sri” coin turned sideways.

Catalor~ue of Coins

Gaura Shah (or Gavrs Jimha) 1756-64

1, Gold Auvee. Dated 1678 (=1756 A.D.) Wt, 12,8 rms,

Obv, "Jesri Gaurasyah ariovresvarace.cesesessssese’
Rev, "Vaisakh Sudhi....ececee.. 1 Samvet 1678"

2. Gold rupee. Dated 1654 (=1762 A.D.) Tt 11,6 s,

Obv, "Jesri Gaura 3imha ianipuresvarac.cccececs....... padani"
Rev, "Asara 3udbie..ecevesses... 13 Samvat 1634"

e Gold + ‘luvee, Dated 1634 (=1762 A.D.) Wt. 5.8 gms,

Obv., "Jesri Gaura :imha "aninvresvera
Rev., "Asara 3udbi..eeeeceseeeess 13 Sam 1634"

4, Gold = Rupee, Undated, but struck in 1762 A.D. Yt, 2.9 gns,

Obv, '"Jesri Gaura 3imha"
Rev, '"anipuresvara"

5. Silver Rupee. Dated 1675 (=1756 A.D.) Wt. 12.7 ems.

Cbv., "Jesri Gaura 3Shah |.anipuresverce.ecececoe..."
Rev, "Vailsakh Sudhi..esssssssse 1 Sanmvat 1678"

Uncertain 18th century Wt. 11.5 gnms.
6. Silver lupee, Barabarous inscription on both sides,

Jai 3ingh 1764=1793

7. Gold .upee. Dated 1694 (=1772 A.D.) Wt. 11.6 gns.

Obv. "Jaya Simha ['ripavarazye Saka 1694"
Rev., "SriSri Govindapads 3uman ladhurkarasya"

8. Silvar + Rupee. Undated 't. 5.9 gms,

Obv. "Sri Jaya Simhasya"
Rev, "Sri Govinda Devz"

Chaurajit Singh 1803-1812"

9., Silver Rupee Dated 172¢ (=1706 A.D.) V., 11.4 gms.

Obv, "I anipure=svara sri Sri Chavrajit Simha Nripavarasya Saka 1728"
Rev, "Srila Sri Radha Govinda Charana Ravinda Iugal Sevakasya"
//10. Silver Rupee, Datel 1734‘(:1812 A.D.) Also Imnown for Wts.11.1 =
1729 and 1732 11,4 gms.

Obv., "Srimanmaniouresvara 3rk Chaurajit Simha Nripavarasya Saka 1734"
Rev, "Sri ladradha Govindavada Ravinda :akaram Damano :adhu Farasya"




Catalogue of Coins (Continued)

Chaurajit Singh

11. Silver + Rupee, Dated 1726 (=1804 A.D.)

Obv., "Sri Chaurajit Simha lNripasya Saka 1726"
Rev, "Sri Sri Radha Govinda Pada Sevaka"

12. Silver + Rupee Dated 1726 (=1804 A.D.) Wt. 2.7 gms.

Obv. "Sri Chaurajit Simhasya Saka 1726"
Rev., "3Sri Radha Govinda Pada Sevakasya"

13, Silver + Rupeec. Dated 1729 (% 1807 4.D.) Wt, 3.0 gns,

Obv, "Sri Chsurajit Simhas Nripasya Saka 1729"
Rev. "Sri Radha Govin Pada !lan Madhu Kara"

Marjit Singh 1812 - 1819,

14, Gold Rupee. Dated 1741 (=1819 A.D.) Wt. 11.6 gnms.

& , P , . -
Obv. "Srimenmanipuresvara Sri lI'arjit Simha Nripavarasya"
Rev., As obverse, but Saka 1741 on last line,

Gambhir Singh 1826 - 1334,

15, Gold Rupee, Dated 1043 Chandrabdah (i... Lunar vear)
(: ?). Lerend in Bansali. Wt. 11.4 pms,

/
Obv., "Sri Gambir Simha Nripavarasya Chandrabdah 1043"
Rev. "Sri Radha Govinda Charan Sevakasya"

Anonymous Bell-metal Sels

A1l coins have a nlain reverse. Veights vary widely from 0.4 to 1.5
gns, with a nean of about 0,7 gms.

,
16. Bel. Meri" In fine stvle., Late 18th cent. to ¢ 1390,
17, p
to  Sel. e In a variety of stvles, lostlv after 1826,
22,
25+ Sel. "Ha" This letter was being used in 1838 during the 1st reign

of Chandra irti, and may have been used earlier,
Presumably this letter was chosen as it is the intial
letter of "Manipur", rather than the initial letter of
Harajit Singh.

24, Sel, "Ra?" Both these pieces may have a crude version of the Bengali
to letter "ra", said by Temple (IA 189C) to have been used
25, by Nara Singh (1834-50),

26, Sel, "Ka" I do not mow which ruler issuved this type, but from the

worn state of the very few examples I have seen, I think
that it was probably struck before 1520,

27. Sel. "La" The specimens I have seen with this letter all show very
little sign of wear, I think that it was struck late in
the series, rerhans by Sura Chandra (1886-90), Certainly
this type was not struck by Labanya Chandra as stated by
Botham,

28, Sel, "Ryt The coins I have seen with this Bengali letter are al o in
perfect condition, and I assume that this ccin was struck:
by Tula Chandra (1890-1), This is the only exarple of the
initial letter of the Raja's rame being chosen.
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