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INTRODUCTION . ' • 

Although i t has long been recognised t h a t s e v e r a l mints opera ted in T ibe t 
a t t imes dur ing t h e l a s t two c e n t u r i e s , t h e on ly a t tempt made so f a r t o i d e n t i f y 
them has been the commendable e f f o r t by Fred Kempf ( l ) . This a r t i c l e expands 
on Kempf•s work, and a t t empts to c o r r e c t h i s e r r o r s . The mints d i scussed a re 
l i m i t e d t o o f f i c i a l mints sponsored by the Tibetan Irovernment b u t , during the 
19th centiury a number of u n o f f i c i a l mints did o p e r a t e , sometimes i n monas t e r i e s , 
s t r i k i n g coins of va r ious t y p e s , most of i*iioh a r e u s u a l l y regarded as f o r g e r i e s . 
Some p i e c e s , such as C r a i g . 2 7 , a re of a d i s t i n c t i v e design smd c i r c u l a t e d f r e e l y 
a longs ide the Government i s s u e s . Nothing i s known about t h e s e m i n t s , and t h e 
sugges t ion in Krause & Mishler (2) t h a t C,27 was s t ruck in Sh iga t se i s pure 
s p e c u l a t i o n , A t o t a l of t e n d i f f e r en t o f f i c i a l mints a r e r e f e r r e d to i n t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l so^iroes or in s ta tements made to t h e author a l though those a t Norbu 
Tsoki and Takpo were in tended t o produce n l y coin b l a n k s . The fol lowing no tes 
suggest t h e i r per iod of ope ra t ion and the coins produced a t each, 

I . DODPAL (01791 - CI896 ) 

I n a d i c t i o n a r y publ i shed in I 8 8 I , "Dodpal" ( pronounced Do-Pay) i s r e f e r r e d 
to as a " l a r g e hard-ware manufactory and mint a t the foot of the P o t a l a in Lhasa" 
( 3 ) . The b u i l d i n g was i n t h e Sh& v i l l a g e and i s Kempf» s "Shol" min t , Dodpal was 
probably the only o f f i c i a l Tibetan mint in Lhasa t m t i l about 1896, when coins 
began to be s t ruck a t the Tip Arsena l ( 4 ) . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t a few coins were 
s t ruck a t Dodpal a f t e r 1896, bu t t h i s seems u n l i k e l y . After coins ceased to be 
s t ruck a t Dodpal, coin d ies were s t i l l made t h e r e u n t i l a t l e a s t 1927 ( 5 ) . 
S i r Char le s B e l l v i s i t e d Dodpal in August 1920, irtien he descr ibed i t as a 
Government f ac to ry producing a l l s o r t s of metail o b j e c t s i n go ld , s i l v e r and 
copper , al though he made no mention of i t having been a mint ( 6 j , 

The f i r s t co ins s t ruck i n T ibe t were t h e "Kong-par" tangkas (Cra ig 60) and 
t he se were probably s t r u c k a t Dodpal, The &aden-tangkas of types A & B ( 7) were 
a l so probably s t ruck t h e r e . The mint opera ted s p o r a d i c a l l y over the per iod with 
the main per iod of a c t i v i t y be ing 1791-3 i^en C,60,1 and C,60,2 were s t ruck and 
c1880-189e for Graden-tangka type B, There were shor t per iods of ope ra t ion 
during the 1820» s for C,60,3 and about iSijO fo r G a d e n - t a n ^ a type A with C.60,k 
probably s t ruck dur ing t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s , 

•^ f > • '' • , • ' -• 

I I GIAMDA ( 1 8 9 0 - 1 8 9 1 ) 

I n h i s 1907 a r t i c l e ( 8 ) , E.H.C. Walsh s t a t e d t h a t t h e "Kong-par" tangkas 
(C,60 and Y,13a) were stmick a t Giamda in the Kong-po p rov ince , about 60 mi les 
due e a s t of Lhasa, Walsh spent about 2 years on t h e Tibetan border as A s s i s t a n t 
Commissioner for ^ ibe t an A f f a i r s and then v i s i t e d Lhasa wuth the Younghusband 
Expedi t ion in 1901»-, so he was we l l informed about T i b e t and h i s informat ion i s 
mainly r e l i a b l e , G-iamda was t h e only Tibetan mint ever to s t r i k e coins away from 
t h e environs of Lhasa, and i t i s hard t o b e l i e v e t h a t a l l the "Kong-par" tangkas 
were s t ruck t h e r e , as i t was a s m a l l , i n s i g n i f i c a n t p l a c e . The name "Kong-par" 
c l e a r l y r e f e r s to the p lace of min t ing , i , e . Kong-po, bu t t h a t name may not have 
been used before the t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y , R o c k h i l l , In 1892, r e f e r s to t h i s 
type of coin as the "Bo-gi Gyalpa-gi T a n ^ a " (The King of T i b e t ' s t a n g k a ) ( 9 ) , so 
t h e change of name covild i n d i c a t e t h a t only t h e l a t e s t coins of t h i s type were 
s t r u c k in Kong-po p rov ince . 
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Tradi t ional ly s i lver came to Tibet from China but in the mid 19th 
century, trade i»ith Bengal increased and, for each of the 10 years between 
1876 and 1886 Bengal had a trade defici t with Tibet amounting to over 1.5 
million rupees (10) and presumably balanced by the exrort of s i lver rupees 
to Tibet, Many of the rupees passed through Tibet to China to pay for the 
impor^ of tea and were e i ther melted down at Tachienlu on the China-Tibet 
border for onward transmission to ^hina proper, or remained in the Sino-
Tibet border area , where they were accepted as currency ( l l ) . Some of the 
rupees, however, remained in Lhasa and were used to provide the s i lver for 
the Tibetan coinage. Between 1886 and 1890, however, due to a border dispute, 
the Tibetan exports to Bengal reduced, and there was a small t rade STorplus for 
Bengal, After any i n i t i a l stockpile had been used up, Tibet woiJ.d have looked 
to China to provide s i lver for the coinage. As fuel wps scarce in Lhaba and 
G-iani3a was in a wooded area on the route from the Chinese border i t would have 
been reasonable to open a mint there and to take advantage of the ava i l ab i l i ty 
of fuel . By 1391-2, however, the border dispute was over, and the trade 
balance changed dramatically, with a surplus for Tibet of over half a fail! ion 
rupees in under two years . With s i lver now coming from India again the mint at 
Giamda w e l d no longer have served any useful pxorpose. 

The "Kong-par tangkas" of the Y,A13 type are dated 15-24 and 15-25 
(1390 & 1891 A.D.), and i t i s very l ike ly that coins of th i s type were s+ruck 
at Giamda, the old design being used to d i f ferent ia te the issues of the 
j rovincia l mint from the Gaden-tangkas which were being struck about the same 
time in Lhasa, The coins dated 15-24 are very common, and must have been struck 
in large numbers, but those dated 15-^5 are l ess common, suggesting that the 
mint closed during 1391» lAien s i lver again became available from Bengal, 

i n , TIP ARSENAL (0I896 - CI907) 

In about 1395 an arsenal was bu i l t at Tip . about 2 miles south east of 
Lhasa, on the south bank of the r iver Kyi-Chu (12) . At about th i s date the 
design of the Gaden-tangkas was significajit ly changed, and i t seems probable 
that the change in design coincided with the opening of a new mint. The mint 
would not have been f i r s t p r i o r i t y in constructing the new arsenal , so coins 
were probably f i r s t struck there in about 1396, About I9OO a machine was 
in s t a l l ed , and a few tangkas were machine struck with a col lar (15 ) , These 
machine-struck pieces are r a r e , and the machine cannot have been used for long. 
The Tip Arsenal was v i s i t ed by L.A. Waddell in 1904, but at t h i s time the mint 
had none of i t s appliances v i s ib le and was temporarily closed during the Bri t i sh 
invasion, ( l 4 ) r t he arsenal i t s e l f remained operational un t i l i t was closed down 
by the Chinese in April 19IO (15) . Kempf did not mention Tip as a mint, but the 
evidence of the two authors above^ togpther with verbal confirmation from H, 
Richardson, who was resident in Lhasa from 1935 u n t i l 1950, gives conclusive 
proof that the arsenal was used as a mint. 

I t seems l ike ly that Gaden-Tan^as of Types C, D and S were struck at Tip. 
I f type C was struck in 1396, and if changes in design took place a t yearly 
Intervals thereaf te r . Type E would have finished in I905 or I906, This date 
f i t s in well with Kempf's date of 190? for the opening of Dode mint, as the 
Tip mint probably ceased s t r ik ing coins as soon as the Dode mint opened, and 
the change in type of the Gaden-Tangkas to Type F probably coincided with the 
change in mint. 
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17. DODE (01907 - 1930) 

The mint a t Dode was s i t u a t e d nor th eas t of Lhasa, about 6 mi les up the 
Dode v a l l e y . The mint b u i l d i n g s were completed by August I904 when they were 
v i s i t e d by Major O t t l e y (16) , bu t no machinery had been i n s t a l l e d by t hen . 
Kempf t h o u ^ t t h a t the mint opened in 19^7, which f i t s i n with the i n t e r n a l 
nximismatic ev idence , but oeuinot be confirmed from o the r sou rces . I n A p r i l 19IO 
the mint was c losed by t h e Chinese ( l 7 ) , hut i t reopened about 1912 when the 
D a l a i Lama r e t u r n e d t o Lhasa from h i s e x i l e in I n d i a , 

The ipint was d iv ided i n t o two s e c t i o n s . Upper Dode and Lower Dode, in 
s e p a r a t e b u i l d i n g s , but In t h e same enc losu re . I n 1921, when S i r Charles B e l l 
v i s i t e d i t , t h e r e were a t o t a l of about 80 or 100 men and women employed and 
t h e r e were about 30 or I4O machines, a l l of which had been made l o c a l l y . They 
were a l l hand opera ted except for two, irtiich were harnessed t o a 12ft water 
wheel ( i s ) . I n 1923 t h e Tibe tan G-overijnent brought a new coin press from 
Taylor & Chal len L t d . , of Birmingham, (19) t o g e t h e r wi th a q u a n t i t y of m a t e r i a l 
wi th which to b u i l d a h y d r o - e l e c t r i c p l an t a t Dode, The p lan t took f i v e years 
t o complete , but in 1928 t h e e l e c t r i c i t y was used to work the new co in -p ress and 
f i n e machiner-struck 5 sho coins were produced ( Y , 3 2 and A32). Few coins were 
minted a f t e r 1928 and t h e mint c losed in 1930 when the s t r i k i n g of coins was 
suspended due t o the h i g ^ i n f l a t i o n and economic i n s t a b i l i t y . 

The f i r s t coins s t ruck a t Dode were Gaden-tangkas of Type F , which were 
s t ruck cont inuous ly from 1907 u n t i l 1922, except between 191O and 191I» vAien i t 
was c losed during t h e Chinese occupat ion . I n 19O8 or e a r l y 1909 machine-s t ruck 
s i l v e r and copper coins (YA7-9) were produced with the name of the Emperor of 
^h ina . I n I908 the D a l a i Lama had v i s i t e d Peking , and t h i s new coinage was 
presumably i n s p i r e d by t h e w e s t e r n - s t y l e coins be ing s t ruck in China by t h a t 
t ime . In 1909 the Tibe tan Government became disenchanted with the Chinese , and 
a new i s s u e of s i l v e r and copper coins was produced with t r a d i t i o n a l Tibetan 
designs omi t t ing any r e f e r ence t o China (Y10 - Y ,12) . These machine-struck 
p i ece s were presumably made us ing t h e two machines ^ i c h were harnessed to t h e 
water wheel . Prom 1913, dated coins were s t ruck a t Dode, a longs ide t h e undated 
G^den-teingkas, U n t i l 19I8 the Dode coins could be d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the f i n e 
s t y l e and the l i o n looking upwards, as in No, 6 on t h e p l a t e . Copper coins 
of 2\ and 5 Karma were produced up to 1918, s i l v e r 5 shos u n t i l 1916 and a s i l v e r 
1 s rang coin was stmiok i n 1914. 

I n 1918 the weight s t anda rd of the copper coins was reduced to a qua r t e r 
and 1 Sho coins were s t ruck a t roughly t h e same weight as t h e o ld 2^ Karma, 
with subd iv i s ions of 7i ' , 5 and 2^ Karma, Only a few 1 Sho copper coins were 
produced in 1918, with the same f i n e s t y l e and upwards-looking l i o n , (Coin No.lO) 
be fo re t h i s denomination was d i scon t inued a t Dode ( 2 0 ) . A few of the o the r l i g h t 
denominations were s t ruck and then the s t y l e suddenly changed and became much 
c o a r s e r . The 1 srang and 5 sho coins s t ruck l a t e i n 1918 have a d i f f e r e n t l i o n 
looking backwards (Coin N o . 7 ) , and a s i m i l a r change in s t y l e may be observed on 
t h e Gaden-Tangkas. This change i s most l i k e l y due t o the Dode engraver , c l e a r l y 
t h e most t a l e n t e d in T i b e t , be ing t r a n s f e r r e d to the gold mint t o prepare d ies 
for t h e new gold co inage , f i r s t s t ruck in 1918, Between 1918 and 1922 l a r g e 
niimbers of coins were minted a t Dode, most of which were Gaden-Tangkas, and l \ 
and 5 Karmas with a ve ry few s i l v e r 1 s ranè and 5 sho and copper Z-^^ karma p i e c e s . 

I t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h e product ions of t h e two branches of the mint a t 
Dode would have d i s t i n g u i s h e d t h e i r p r o d u c t s , s inoe they were in the charge of 
two d i f f e r e n t monk o f f i c i a l s . As d i f f e r e n t denominations were probably s t ruck 

. i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the mint t h e r e would nonnal ly have been no problem, 
ICempf̂  however, suggested t h a t the p e l l e t over t h e denomination of some 5 kanna 
coins da ted 1922, d i s t i n g u i s h e d those s t ruck in Upper Dode and he i s probably 
c o i r e c t . The only o ther denomination stiruck in q u a n t i t i e s needing both branches 
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of the mint was the (laden-Tangka, or Tangka-G-habo as i t was known by th i s time. 
The 5 pe l le t s by the fishes (Y13Ï^. 11-17; may well indicate one par t of the 
mint, with the hook ( Y 1 5 ? . 7-1O) for the other par t . Each type is found in both 
fine and coarse s t y l e s , indicating that t h i s method of distingnjishing between 
the parts of the mints began before 1918. The five pel le t coins are commoner 
than the hook coins and may well have v i r t u a l l y monoixjllsed one part of the 
mint, (probably Upper Dode i f that only begon s t r ik ing 5 karma coins in 192l), 
whereas the hook coins were probably struck alongside the copper denominations 
in Lower Dode, Late in 1922 the production of copper 7^, 5 and 2^ karma coins 
was discontinued, and at about the same time the str iking of C-aden-Tangkas 
ceased. Mad̂ iis David-Neel, idio v i s i t ed Lhasa in early 1923, mentioned that at 
the time of her v i s i t , s i lver coins were v i r t u a l l y unobtainable ( ? l ) which could 
hardly have been the cpse if s i lver tangkas were s t i l l being s truck. In place 
of the old denominations, 1 sho coins were now struck at Dode using a new type 
with the denomination in two l ines (Coin No,1l) which haa the familiar l ion 
looking upwards, as found on the early Dode coins, but now in a ra ther coarser 
s ty l e . Coins of th i s type continued to be minted un t i l the f i r s t days of 1929, 
when the production of a l l copper co^ns vas suspended. I t i s in te res t ing that 
half way through 1927 a pe l le t appears under the "b" of "Rab" at the top of 
the reverse, perhaps indicating a change of mint from Lower to Tipper Dode, 

No dated s i lver coins were r.inted at Dode between l a t e 1922 end l a t e in 
192if, when a few 5 sho pieces w^̂ re stmick. Similar 5 sho coins are known for 
the two following yegrs , but they are r i . re . The aeme upward-looking l ion 
distinguishes the issues of Dode, but the workmanship i s very cri de. I t i s 
possible that some G-aden-Tangkas were struck at the same time, probably Y15F.2, 
as t h i s was s cotirse stjrlo^ anl i s hence •= post-191^ type. I t does not f i t into 
the period 19''2-1922 at Dode, and is ei ther from a different mint or else post 
192? Dode; c1925 Dode seems the most l ike ly (22) . In 1923 the new e l ec t r i c coin 
press was operational but struck very few co i r s . A few fine s i lve r 5 sho pieces 
were struck between 1928 and 1930: a 1 sr ng coin w=s ap^iarently minted in 1929 
and some f'-?den-'^angkas of Type H (Coin No, 9; between 1929 and 1930. In 1930 
a l l coin production was sTispended, and the mint closed, 

V, n̂incYi ( c i 9 U - 1929) 

Mekyi, an abbreviation for "Metokidze" or Flower G-arden, was the name given 
to the arsenal and mint in the residence of the Chinese Ambam in Lhasp. I t wa.s 
a l so , in l a t e r years , called "Sotra Kang" (23) or "Vint House" and was loo ted 
near the south-west corner of the c i t y . 

I t i s possible that the R-ijno-Tibetan coins struck between 1792 and 1836, 
and again in 1910, were produced in t h i s bui lding, but that i s far from certain. 
In 1913, after the overthrow oi' tne Mejichu Emperor in China, the Chinese Mbfun 
departed from Lhasa never to r e tu rn , and Mekyi, his former residence, was taken 
over by the Tibetan Government for use as an arsenal . This was operational 
l a t e r that same ye?T and the mint began to operate during 1914, This was the 
f i r s t branch mint to be set up in Lhasa, and a special permit was granted by the 
Dalai L^ma permitting coins to be struck the re . The profit from the minting 
operations was used to provide some of the finance nei=-ded to operate the arsenal 
(24 ) , In 1916 about 250 or 300 workmen were employed in the whole building 
with in addition about 300 coolies to work the machinery, no water pov/er being 
avai lable . The minting operations were kept as simple as possible, v,'ith no 
more than two denominations in product i-on at any one time. 

In 1914 copper 5 and 2^ Karma coins were struck with a lion looking back­
wards ( Y , 1 6 . 3 -̂  17 .3) , but in the following year the 2i- Karma was replpoed bj' 
a- s i lver 5 Sho. After the f i r s t year the lion adopted a crouching pose (Coins 
12 and 13 on the p l a t e ) , a posture he was to r e t a in for a l l subsequent Mekyi 
i ssues , ^hen the size of the copper coins was changed in 1919, Mekyi beg-in 
s t r ik ing 1 Sho coins, instead of 5 Karmas, using the type shown as Coin No,13 
on the p la te . 


