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INTRODUCTION 

When prepar ing the catalogues f o r B r i t i s h possess ions in Asia ( l ) a 
r e f e r e n c e was found i n d i c a t i n g t h a t coins were i s s u e d with the consent of 
t h e B r i t i s h Adminis t ra t ion of Java and s t r u c k by t h e i r r e s i d e n t in 
Banjarmasin, Borneo, The Agent*was Alexander Hare and whi le Hare had 
cons ide rab l e deal ings wi th the Su l t an of Banjarmasin extending back t o 
1808, the v a r i e t y of t h e coins a t t r i b u t e d t o the S t a t e suggested a much 
longer per iod of i s s u e than the b r i e f B r i t i s h Admin is t ra t ion of 1811-1816, 

Desp i te a remarkable range in design on ly one Banjarmasin coin type 
i s l i s t e d in present day s tandard ca ta logues of World Coins , al though a 
Dutch ntmiismatist , J . P . Moquette, publ i shed a s tudy of the s e r i e s complete 
wi th seven p l a t e s dep i c t i ng 101 specimens. Unfo r tuna t e ly , the a r t i c l e was 
p r i n t e d in a r a t h e r i n a c c e s s i b l e Jou rna l and w r i t t e n in Dutch (2) but i t 
was f e l t t h a t a r e - l i s t i n g of the coins woiü.d perhaps be of some i n t e r e s t 
t o r e a d e r s , 

BANJARMASIN 

Banjarmasin was a S u l t a n a t e covering a l a r g e area of the s o u t h e r l y 
p a r t of t h e i s l a n d of Borneo and t h e town and seapor t of Banjarmasin was 
b u i l t on both s ides of the Martapiira r i v e r . From the beginning of the 17th 
cen tu ry var ious r e l a t i o n s h i p s were e s t a b l i s h e d between the S t a t e and 
Europeans (Po r tuguese , Dutch and E n g l i s h ) , The Engl i sh Eas t I n d i a Company 
v i s i t e d Borneo in l609 and by 1698 had e s t a b l i s h e d a t r a d i n g post a t 
Banjarmasin, but were compelled to withdraw about 1753 a f t e r t h e Su l tan 
had gran ted a t r a d i n g monopoly to the Dutch, I n 1787 the Su l t an became a 
v a s s a l of the Dutch but the p o l i t i c a l upheaval in Europe and t h e e l e c t i o n 
of Leuis Napoleon as King of Holland in I8O6 r e s u l t e d in t h e withdrawal of 
t h e Dutch from Borneo in I8O9. 

In 1811 Dutch i n t e r e s t s in the Malay Archipelago passed to the B r i t i s h 
and in 1812, in response to a plea from t h e S u l t a n for a s s i s t a n c e to suppress 
l awlessness and p i r a c y , t he Lieutenant-G-ovemor of Java ( S i r Stamford 
Raf f l e s ) sent an agent to Banjarmasin as Res ident and Commissioner for Borneo, 
The agent was Alexander Hare , who in October 1812, ob ta ined from the Su l t an 
a pe r sona l grant of about 1 ,itiD0 square mi les of land in the province of 
Maluka £ind founded h i s own sovereign s t a t e . 

Under the terms of a Convention s igned i n hcn\èon on t h e 13th August , 
1814, Java and Borneo were r e t u r n e d t o t h e Dutch, This was accomplished in 
1816 and on the 1st January , I817 , the Dutch resumed t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p with 
Banjarmasin, Alexander Hare was e v i c t e d from Maluka a shor t time l a t e r . 
Fol lowing a r e v o l t in 1859 the S u l t a n a t e of Banjarmasin was abol ished by the 
Dutch I n d i e s G-overnment and was formed i n t o southern and ea s t e rn d i v i s i o n s 
i n I860 , when Banjarmasin became t h e c a p i t a l and seapor t of Dutch Borneo, 
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COINS 

The e a r l i e s t l i s t i n g of t h e coins i s s u e d by Banjarmasin was included 
in "Notes on the Nether lands I n d i e s Coins" by J . S . van Coevorden and 
publ ished in the J o u r n a l T i j d s c h r i f t voor Ind i sche Taa l , Land en 
Volkenkunde B a t a v i a , 1858. Three specimens a re descr ibed ( Nos. 1-3) and 
bear the name of the S t a t e i s t h e i r des ign . Coévorden records t h a t 
"During my s t a y a t Banjarmasin and a l so l a t e r , I was informed by r e l i a b l e 
pe r sons , among whom were the he lp fu l Sayd Hasan and h i s son Sayd Aloewi, 
who com iunicated to me t h a t t h e s e d o i t s were i ssued with the consent of the 
B r i t i s h In t e r im G-overnment of 1811 and were s t ruck by Alexander Hare , who 
was, a t t h a t t ime , t h e Res ident of the south and east coas t s of Borneo. 
With regard to the f i g u r e s occur r ing on t h e c o i n s , I can give no s a t i s f a c t o r y 
exp lana t ion" . 

The l i s t i n g then cont inues with d e s c r i p t i o n s of an vm-named but 
a s s o c i a t e d s e r i e s of n a t i v e minted copper d o i t s t o which he comnents:-
"Regarding the o r i g i n of t h e do i t s recorded xinder Nos, i+ to 1 5 , I could not 
ob ta in any informat ion based on w r i t t e n or p r i n t e d docxaments. Some r e l i a b l e 
o ld co lon i a l s e r v a n t s , amongst them t h e I n d i e s Antiquary Wardenaar and some 
very o ld n a t i v e ch ie f s of prominent b i r t h and rank , mainta in t h a t these d o i t s 
were s t i l l ab\indant in c i r c u l a t i o n a t the end of the l a s t and a t t he 
beginning of the p resen t cen tury and were s t ruck by or in the name of the 
then Pr inces of Java to provide copper coins to end or prevent a shortage 
which now and then e x i s t e d , " 

Coevorden» s "Notes" ended with the remarks - " to be con t inued" . 
There was no con t inua t ion in the J o u r n a l , Any fu r the r d e s c r i p t i o n s were 
incorpora ted in t h e work of E, Netscher and J .A. van der C h i j s , De Munten 
van Nederlandsch I n d i e , B a t a v i a , 1863, .^,, 

Netscher and van der Chi js on ly i l l u s t r a t e and desc r ibe two coins of 
Banjarmasin, L a t e r , on Page 213 of t o e i r work, they inc lude a few na t ive 
"False" d o i t s but did not r e l a t e them t o Banjarmasin and simply int roduced 
them as being more or l e s s c u r i o s i t i e s of the general coinage of the a rea . 

The next r eco rd was in t h e g rea t work bv Professor H.C. M i J l i e s , 
Recherches sur l e s Monnaies Ind igenes de L 'Archipe l Indien e t de l a 
Peninsu le Mala ie , La Haye, 1371. He records t h a t the coins a re more or 
loss crude i m i t a t i o n s of the d o l t s of t h e Dutch East Ind ia Company, bear ing 
on the obverse the name of the s t a t e of Banjarmasin w r i t t e n in t h e Malay 
cha rac t e r s wi th in a crowned s h i e l d and on the r eve r se j t h e Dutch 
Company's o V c mark and badl^.y executed date numerals , however, two types 
of r eve r se were observed by M i l l i e s and t h i s second type induced him to 
"be l i eve tha t we must a t t r i b u t e to Banjarmasin a t l e a s t one o the r type and 
probably s eve ra l obscure k inds of coins in copper , more or l e s s im i t a t i ng 
the do i t s of t h e Dutch Company". 

In a t tempt ing to determine t h e per iod of i s sue of Banjarmasin co ins , 
M i l l i e s , in a f o o t n o t e , c i t e s a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Raff les dated Malacca 
31 s t January , 1811, which r e f e r s to condi t ions in the s t a t e . I t records 
t h a t the &overt:or of the Dutch Colon ies , Marshal Daendals, had objected 
s t rong ly to the oppos i t ion of the people in the i n t e r i o r of Banjarmasin 
aga ins t the admission of a (Dutch) copper currency he was t r y i n g to force 
in to c i r c u l a t i o n and t h a t t h e Banjarese people themselves had s t ruck co ins . 

From the evidence of the i m i t a t e d dates shown on the o V c r eve r se 
design on the Banjarmasin c o i n s , M i l l i e s put the date of t h e i r i n t roduc t ion 
to about the year 1789. They would c e r t a i n l y have continued in use u n t i l 
t he Dutch r e t u r n e d to power t h e r e in 1817 or a l i t t l e l a t e r . 
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Fonrobert (3) under h is catalogue niimbers 869 to 878, records ten 
coins of Banjarmasin, Pa r t i cu la r ly in te res t ing are his numbers 869-871: 

869 G. Rupie, Auf einer spanischen &. Cuarta de Onza ( = 4 Pesos) 
unter Philipp V, 1740 gepragt, i s t vor demGesicht ein 
Stempel mit A-S-V (Bands oh er( mas in) / eingepragt). Mil l ,8 ,56. 
23Vm. 6.75 g r . ' E 1-2. 

370 Rupie. A\if einem Utrechter G-ulden der Westind. ischen Korapagnie 
gleicher &egenstempel, 31i' nt/m, E1 (G-egenstempel E 3 ) , 

871 ^ Rupie, Auf einem Utrechter ^ G-ulden der Westindischen Kompagnie 
gleicher Gegenstempel. 23 m/m. E^"^. 

Fonrobert gives no date for Nos. 870/871 but they are the s i lve r 
guilders and ^ guilder struck for the Dutch West Indies Company at Utrecht 
in 1794. How coins struck for another Company and intended for the West 
Indies could reach Banjarmasin in the East Indies and be countermarked 
for local circulat ion i s not understood. The wri ter has not observed any 
a r t i c l e or observation dealing with these (unique?) coins. The countermark 
i s l i s t e d by W.D. Craig, Coins of the World 1750-1850, without comment. 
The remaining seven coins are copper doits ( l i s t e d by Fonrobert as kepings), 
of which Nos. 872 to 8/6 bear the name of the s t a t e and o V c reverses . 
No. 877 is the crowned shield type with the l e t t e r s C E V I (= English 
United East India Company and i s Moquette No. 54). No. 878 has the 
talismanic numeral type reverse (of Moquette No. I 1 ) . 

In I896 a catalogue of the Niomismatic Collection in the Batavia 
Museim was prepared by J.A. van der Chijs ( 4 ) , but apart from l i s t i n g a few 
specimens which are referenced to Netscher and van der Chijs or Millies 
numbers, no further information was disclosed. I t was not u n t i l the detai led 
study by J .P . Moquette was published in 19O6 that the s e r i e s was f i na l l y 
placed upon a sound footing. 

The original intention was to attempt to re-catalogue and arrange the 
se r ies by thei r main types established by Moquette, but since his study and 
a t t r ibu t ions are v i r tua l ly ijnknown to present day co l lec tors , such a 
l i s t i n g would not do jus t ice to his research. I t was therefore decided to 
reproduce his seven plates and repeat his remarks concerning the r e l a t i on ­
ship between the several un-named va r ie t i e s which enabled him to bring order 
into th i s obscure series of native minted copper do i t s . 

The remarks include references to coins i l l u s t r a t e d in the works of 
Netscher and van der Chijs (I863) and Mill ies ( l87l) and these coins have 
been i^.eluded on an addit ional Plate VIII , At Appendix I i s a loose 
t r ans la ted l i s t i n g of native minted doits f i r s t published by Coevorden 
in 1858, This is especially in te res t ing because a number of the pieces 
recorded by Coevorden do not appear in Moquette's a r t i c l e as va r i e t i e s 
although the i r main types are recorded by him. 

The coins are a l l struck in copper and as already noted, the i r designs 
imita te the familiar Dutch doits commonly c i rcula t ing in the area at the 
end of the I8th and at the beginning of the 19th century. Some ra re r 
pieces bear an imitation of the English East India Company's bale mark or 
the Scales/Adil design found on the copper coins of the English East India 
Company's Bombay Presidency s e r i e s . 

Sizes vary from 20 to 23mm with some rare specimens of 15.5 to l6mm. 
Weights vary from 1.35 to 2.50 grammes (20.8 to 38.6 grains) but the 
average weight i s around 1.73 gramiies (26.7 gra ins) . 
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MOQUETTE'S COM V̂TENTS ON THE PLATES 

A t r a n s l a t e d and ed i t ed ve r s ion of the remarks on the n a t i v e minted 
copper d o i t s a t t r i b u t e d to Banjarmasin, Boraeo, by J . P . Moquette IETS 
OVER DE MUNTEN VAN BANDJARMASIN EN MALOEKA with seven p l a t e s . 
B a t a v i a , I906 . 

P l a t e I . 1 to 12. P l a t e I I 14 . 24. P l a t e V I I . A.B & C. 

These a l l c a r r y t h e i n s c r i p t i o n , .j.̂ >>->-»-̂  j ^ " ^ . (Banjarmasin) and 
proof of t h e i r o r i g i n i s super f luous . 

P l a t e I . 13. P l a t e V I I . 8 1 . 

This type was a t t r i b u t e d by M i l l i e s (Nos, 272 to 274) to Banjarmasin 
because of the s i m i l a r i t y of t h e r e v e r s e to h i s No, 271 (Moquette No. I I ) . 
By comparing s e v e r a l specimens, t h e fol lowing reading was ob ta ined by 
Moquette: 

Note: Moquette does not t r a n s l a t e t h e bottom 
l i n e but M i l l i e s on page 168 of h i s 
work d i scusses the coins 
"Unfor tunate ly in the f i r s t t y p e , of 
which we have only been a b l e to see a 

few examples, not one was qu i t e complete and dis t inct . The obverse bea r s a 
s h i e l d surmointed by a kind of crown and has on the two s i d e s t h e Arabic 
f i gu re s V*'1 - \V or 31 - 17 . The s h i e l d i s divided by a c ross in to four 
qua r t e r s which bear the Arabic f i g u r e s disposed t h u s : O'"^]'" '̂ or S2 31 

The reverse bears three lines of figures of which the first seems defective 
upon all ̂the samples I have seen. In comparing three coins, I believe I can 
see r<it-t-o the last line with >i»w at the bottom, gives a good 

indLcktion of the date 1222 (18O7/8). (PI.XXV, Nos.272-274) . A fourth 
example apnears to bear different figures, but they are not clear. We do 
not knov̂  what to make of these mysterious figures and it is certainly the 
only coinage stamped in this singular fashion, but the use of this hidden 
writing or of these talisman like figures appears to have been quite wide­
spread formerly in Banjarmasin." 

Millies is quite definite that the last line was the usual word sanat -
year and his illustration No. 272 certainly supoorts such a reading. This 
coin type, as Millies remarked, is clearly dated year 1222 or AD 1807-1808. 

Plate II. 24. 

Inscr ip t ion reversed (mirror scr ipt) and evidently from the same dies 
as Mill ies No. 269. I t i s also struck over a native copy of a Zeeland type 
doi t . 

Plate I . 12 and 12a 

Both have the same reverse(an ornamental V and leaf pattern) and struck 
from the same die . On 12a, the inscr ipt ion & . ^o ^joj Zaman murah 
(= Bargain time) is thus from Banjarmasin. 

Plate I I . 14.1 5.1 5a.16.17 and 25 

An important specimen. The reverse shows an anchor l ike sign and the 
niiirerals 181, a grouping which occurs in the same or another form on other 
coins. This anchor sign, more or less pronounced, i s found on 15, 15a, I6 
and 25. The reverse of No. 16 is a slavish copy of No. 14 but the obverse, 
with small d f f e rences , agrees with that on No. 17. No. 25 has on the 
obverse the arms of Holland and i t s connection with Nos, 14-17 i s unmistakeable. 
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Plate I I . 18 and 19 

Nos, 18 and 19 are connected to each other through their reverses, 
although on No. 19, with the arms of Holland in the ornamental shield, 
there is apparently l i t t l e to connect i t with the previous numbers 
except for the fact that i t s double (No. 18) shows arms almost identical 
with 15 and 15a, with the figures in the compartments of the shield 
reversed and the f i l l ing in is somewhat different. 

Plate I I . 20 & 21 

The obverse die of No. 20 was originally engraved with two scale 
pans, luce that on Nos. 15 and I5a. ^he engraver had evidently planned 
to decorate the shield of anns with the scales but apparently abandoned 
the idea, perhaps because of the scales on the reverse, and therefore filed 
off the scales intending to put some other decoration in its place. 
Alternatively, he may have used an old die on which the previous arms had 
not been completely removed. Whatever the cause, the connection with the 
previous numbei-s still remains and the reverse of No. 20 opens up a new 
field with its scales, the two crosses and the misfonned \ J ̂  which we 
also find on No. 21 and others, 

Plate II. 22 

In view of the previous remarks. No. 22 requires no further explanation 
except to draw attention to the fact that the arms display the opposite 
order to tiose on No. 20, while the decoration to the left and right of the 
shield is almost the same as shown on No, 21. 

Plate II. 23 and 23a. Plate VII, C. 

The arms on 23 and 23a are identical and seemingly break aray from the 
series but a comparison of the reverse of 23a with the reverse of the coin 
letter C, Plate VIII, which although worn, still clearly shows the inscrip­
tion Banjarmasin, 

Plate III, 26 to 29 

The reverses of these coins have a cross-like figure between four dots 
T+T above the imitation of th^ VOC mark on the reverse. On No, 26 

there is a group of dots under the point of the V similar to those appearing 
on No. 5 on Plate I . The arms on the obverse of No. 26 are a variation of 
those on No, 21, while those on Nos. 2? and 28 are variations of Nos. 20 and 
22. To the left and right of the shield of arms on No. 26 is an inscription 
which probably reads ^_^, I Oo-^ Jaman ini (=this time) and amounts to the 
same as Zaman murah or bargain time, shown on No. 12a and which is also foion 
on No. 30 but now within the shield of arms. 

Plate I I I , 30.31 .32 & 33. Plate V, 66, 

On the reverse of No. 30 we find a figure above the V i .e . •*" which 
also appears on No. 32 and twice on No. 31, only now arranged in the form of 
a rosette. The arms on No. 31 are the same as those on No. 33; the reverse 
of which was described by Millies in his text on p.l68 and is also foijnd on 
No. 66 (Pl.V). 

Plate I I I . 32.34.35.36.37.38 & 39. Plate VI,68 

The connection of the coins Nos. 32,34,35,36,57 and 68 '.-ith the 
supposed arms of Utrecht and an ornament taking the place of the lions is 
clear. Note also the arrangement of the numerals 181 on No. 68 and their 


