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STORY OF LAHORE

According to local Hindu tradition the origin of Lahore is traced to Rama, King of
Ayodhya, the hero of the Ramayana, whose two sons Loh and Kash are said to have founded
the neighbouring cities of Lahore and Kasur, both of which were dependencies of the
great Lalitaditya, King of Kashmir in the 8th century A.D.

Lahore was formerly called Lohawar and is possibly the Labokla of Ptolemy, Between the
1st and 8th centuries A.D. it was occupied by an ancient Rajput tribe. It rose to be
a place of some importance and eventually the capital of a powerful principality to
which it gave its name, For some unknown reason it declined in importance and the seat
of government was moved to Sialkot and vicinity, where it remained until the Muslim
invasions,

According to Muhammadan tradition, the city and fortress of Lahore were founded by

. Malik Aziz, the friend and counsellor of Mahmud of Ghazni, It is probable that the

Muslims, on invading the Punjab, founded a city upon the ruins that were already there.
Thereafter it remained within the realm of the Sultans of Delhi but declined in
importance.

About the end of the 13th century, Amir Khusru alludes to Lahore and Kasur simply as
inhabited spots in a desolate waste., Ibn Batuta, in the mid-l4th century whilst
journeying from Multan to Delhi, did not even consider Lahore worth a visit, Timur, on
invading India in A,D.1398, left it to a subordinate to plunder,

During the time of the first Mughal, Babur (4,.D. 1525-1530), Lahore must have become a
place of some importance for a mint that was established there was prolific in the
production of silver dirhems. The minting of coin at Lahore was carried on by his son
Humayun, In spite of this activity the place does not appear to have attained any size
for Amin Ahmad Razi author of the Haft Aqlim (C. A.D. 1624) remarks that at the time of
the rise of Akbar, Lahore was nothing more than a number of detached hamlets, The
minting of coin at Lahore was carried on by Akbar from A.H. 963 and thereafter by
successive Mughal emperors until Alamgir II.

- It was the practice of Jahangir to move the Mughal court to Lahore from time to time but

by 1658 (following the founding of Shahjahanabad), the city had declined in wealth and
population, It did, however, remain the capital of the subah or province comprising a
large part of the Punjab and Kashmir, and the seat of the Viceroy.

During his invasion of India, Nadir Shah, the Persian, occupied Lahore in December, 1738
and, after evacuating it the following year, allowed it to revert to the Mughals,

The founder of the Durrani Empire, Ahmad Shah, invaded India soon after his accession
and captured Lahore on the 22nd January, 1748, There was nothing permanent in his
acquisition and at the end of the cold weather he retired to Qandahar leaving Lahore to
be re-occupied by the Mughals, The Afghans struck east across the Indus again in 1748
but soon retired. Four years later Ahmad Shah Durrani again invaded the Punjab,
defeating the Mughal Vazir, Mir Mannu, at Lahore in April, 1752, This time the Durrani
formally annexed the provinces of Lahore and Multan to his empire. His control over the

region was however extremely loose and in fact Lahore remained under the nominal rule
of the Mughals.
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In the winter of 1755-56 Ahmad Shah launched his fourth invasion of India., This

time he advanced to Delhi, which he plundered. The Afghan monarch and his son Taimur
both married daughters of the imperial house and Prince Taimur was appointed Nizam
or governor of Lahore, Multan, Dera and Sind.

Taimur's govermorship was interrupted by the advent of the Marathas, who with
imperial backing entered the Punjab with the aim of regaining the territory the
Mughals bad lost, In 1758 they drove Taimur out of Lahore and across the frontier.

This serious reverse for the Durranis brought Ahmad Shah back to India again and in
1759 he advanced across the Indus with a formidable army. He retock Lahore and
advanced again to Delhi, where he expelled the Marathas and sacked the city. He
remained in India during 1760 and on the 7th January 1761 met and destroyed the
Marathas at Panipat. BHaving effectively broken the Maratha power, Ahmad Shah
returned to Kabul, During this period the Sikhs under Jass Singh Ahluwalia were able
to briefly occupy Lahore, .

The Durrani was less successful against the Sikhs, mainly because of their well tried
hit and run tactics. Ahmad Shah punished them severely on a few occasions but they
always regrouped in increasing numbers and strength, After Panipat, Ahmad Shah's
power in India declined and his son, Taimur, was incompetent to control affairs in
the Punjab. The Durrani's grip on the Punjab weakemed in the face of the rising
power of the Skihs who in 1765 were able to take Lahore, ejecting Kabula Mal, the
Durrani govermor, with little difficulty.

Ahmad Shah invaded India for the last time in 1766-67 but advanced no further than
the Jhelum river before retiring.

The Sikh Bhangi misl held Lahore without interruption until the Durrani Shah Zaman,
who had succeeded to the throne of Kabul in 1793, invaded the Punjab in 1795-96 and
appeared before Lahore in 1797. He endeavoured to conciliate the Sikhs, several

of whose chiefs joined him but an internal dispute in Afghanistan forced him to
return there., Zaman renewed his invasion in 1798 and entered Lahore without
oppogition, Before he could consolidate his position there he was .again recalled
to Afghanistan to deal with a Persian invasion of Khorasan, The Durrani Shah
evidently arranged the cession of Lahore to the Sikhs by an arrangement made with
Ranjit Singh, who dispossessed the Bhangi chiefs and made himself undisputed master
of Lahore, From this date onward Lahore was the political capital of the Sikh realm
until its occupation and annexation by the British in 1849,

The history of Lahore is reflected in the coins struck there throughout the 18th
century by the various powers that held occupation., The following list gives the
names of the rulers and the kmown dates of their coins.

A.D. 1 Ruler
1719 %o 1739 1132 to 1152V Muhammad Shah, Mughal Emperor
1739 1152 Nadir Shah, Afsharid
1740 to 1748 1153 to 1161 Muhammad Shah, Mughal Emperor
1748 to 1752 1161" to 1165 Abmad Shah, Mughal Emperor
1752 1165 Ahmad Shah Durrani
1754 to 1755 1168 to 1169 Alamir II, Mughal Emperor
1756 & 1757 1170 Ahmad Sheh Durrani
1756 & 1757 1170 & 1171 Taimur Shah Durrani as Nizam
1757 & 1758 1171 & 11727 Alamgir II, Mughal Emperor
1759 & 1760 1173V Paimur Shah Durrani as Nizam
1759 to 1766 1173 to 1180 Ahmad Shah Durrani
1765 to 1796 Sikhs
1797 1211 Zaman Shah Durrani
1797 & 1798 Sikhs
1798 1213 Zaman Shah Durrani
1799 to 1845 Sikhs :




SIKE COINS OF T QRE MINT
Type I Ar rupee. Weight: 11.2 grams, Diameter: 20 = 21 mm

Ar + rupee. Weight: 5.5 grams Diameter: 19 mm
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Transliteration Ob. Deg tegh wa fath wa nasrat bedarang yafat

and translation az Nanak Guru Gobind Singh = Abundance,
the sword, victory and help without delay
Guru Govind Singh obtained from Nanak,

Rev. 2Zarb Dar al Sultanat Lahore, Sambat ....
jalus maimanat manus = Struck at the Seat
of the Sultanate in Samvat .... the year of
prosperous accession,

v
Known Dates., Rupees: S,1822, S. 1823 S.1824, S,1825 S.,1826 S.1827
S.1828 S. 1829V 3.1830 - 8.,1831 ~8.1832 8.1833
3.18%4 8.'1835": -8.18%56 " -8.1840

Half rupees: S.1828 S.1832

On occupying Lahore in AD 1765 the Sikhs lost no time in striking their own money for
their first rupee from this mint is dated S.,1822, The Durranis struck coin in Lahore

up to AH 1180 which commenced in June 1766, The reason for this inconsistency cannot

be readily explained, The first Sikh issue of Lahore appears to be confined to the
silver rupees and half; the latter being very rare, Gold coins of this type are unknown.

The Sikh rupee was of good silver and followed the weight standard of Mughal and

Durrani coinage. Having no precedent in the matter of minting coins the Sikhs of Lahore
adopted an original type. Not having any paramount chief whose name could grace their
coinage, they placed on them what was probably a poetical couplet taken from one of the
Sikh holy books. The reverse merely gives that place and date of minting and it is
remarkable that they should have retained the epithet for Lahore (Dar a1 Sultanat).

which was first used on Mughal coins of the same city during the time of Akbar,

The coins of this first issue are scarce, The dates run from S.1822 to S.1840,
although coins dated S,1837, S.1838 and S.1839 have not been observed or noted from any
literary source,

There are few marks of any significance on these coins, On the obverse may be observed
a small symbol like an inverted arrow head v « On the reverse, occurring on either
side of the date, may be a mark which is probably meant for a flower W W .







