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INTRODUCTICN.

A brief account of the geographical location of XKashmir and its earlier history was
given in Information Sheet No.11, April, 1975 (The Silver Coinage of the Dogra Maharajahs
of Jammu and Kashmir), so it seems unnecessary to repeat it here.

In AD 1752 Kashmir passed from the lfughals to the Afghans who had emerged as a
conquering force under Ahmad Shah Durrani. The Durrani Shahs ruled Kashmir for 70 years
through a succession of Muslim governors appointed from Kabul. Their rule was extremely
harsh and oppressive and in AD 1813 the Kashmiris socught an external power to relieve
them of this tyranny. Thsy therefore appealed to Ranjit Singh, the 3ikh Maharajah of
Lahore, whose power in the Punjab was now manifest. Ranjit Singh responded to tiais
appeal and in 1814 he launched an army towards Kashmir via the Pir Banjal pass. It was
however repelled by the Afghans and the Pathan governor of the time showed his exultation
at his success by a renewed znd fiercer persecution of the Kashmiris.

A further personal appeal to Ranjit Singh was made in 1818 by Eirbal Dar, an
influential refugee from Kashmir, who advised the Sikh ruler that it was an opportune time
to invade XKashmir and oust the Afghans.

In April, 1819, Ranjit Singh despatched another army to Kashmir. It was commanded by
Misr Diwan Chand, the most competent of the Sikh generals, who was joined by Gulab Singh
the Rajah of Jammu. Fortunately for the Sikhs most of the seasoned Afghan troops were
absent from Kashmir and beyond the Indus, so their advance was opposed only by raw levies.
After a relatively short czmpaign the capital of Kashmir, Srinagar, was occupied by the
Sikhs on the 5ta July, 1819.

The Sikhs held Kashmir as a subah of their empire from 1819 until 1846, when at the
ccnclusion of the first Sikh War, XKashmir was ceded to Gulab 3ingh, najah of Jammu, by the
British on his agreeing to pay 74 million Nanakshahi rupees to them on benhalf of the
defeated Sikhs.

On occupying Kashmir, Misr Diwan Chand was granted the title Zafar Jang and nominated
governor. The territory was divided into 20 parganas, had 20 collectors, ten thanas and
400 inhabited villages. Unfortunately for the XKashmiri population the rule of the Sikh
Darbar proved no less harsh than that of the Afghans. The people were subjected to
exorbitant taxation which amounted to gross extortion and oppression. Aft®r generations
of Muslim rule over 90x of the population had accepted Islam and it was mainly against
the inhabitants of this faith that the Sikhs directed their ruthless policies.

Sikh rule in Kashmir lasted for 27 years and during this time there no less than ten
governors wao administered the country on behalf of the Sikh Larbar. The probable reason
for the frequent change of governors is traceable to Ranjit Singhl!s fear that one might
at any time have declared his independence of Lahore and set up a separate state. As it
was, they had hardly time to settle down to begin their task of administration. Of the
tan governors, the last two were Muslims, five were Hindus and three Sikhs. %

Because the pericds of office of these governors have some bearing on the coins
that were issued during the Sikh occupation, their names are listed below together with
the approximate dates of their governorship and some general remarks concerning them.

Mi )] C d This man was a Brahmin and a notzble of the Sikh state. He was

Kanjit Singh's most successful general and responsible for tae
occupation of Kashmir. He was governor until the end of 1819.

Liwan lMoti Ram, A Hindu by religion and the son of a well known minister of Ranjit
Singh, he succeeded Nisr Diwan Chand at the end of 1819 and governed
for 14 months.
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Sarder Hari Singh Nalwa was another of Ranjit 3ingh's generals who won fame during the

: ccnquests of Multan, Peshawar and Kashmir. He appears to have
accumulated a vast sum of money whilst in Kashmir, mainly by misappropriation and S
underhand deals. He is said to have introduced a new rupee of base coinage in Kashmir.
He was governor from early in 1820 and throughout 1821. His administration was extreme
and tyrannical and on being recalled by Ranjit Singh his accumulation of wealth was
confiscated.

Diwan Moti Ram was reappointed governor for a further term and served as such throughout
1822 until the end of 1824. Moorcroft is reported as visiting him in 1824.

Diwan Chuni Lal, a Hindu, was governor of Kashmir for two years; throughout 1825 and 1826.
On being recalled to Lahore for misgovernment, he committed suicide whilst
on route there.

Diwan Kirpa Ram was the son of Moti Ram. He was evidently appointed governor at tae end of
1826 and held office for three years and ten months. His term is described
by Vigne as being "the kindest and best of all." Hde was recalled suddenly
to Lahore during the summer of 1831.

Bhima Singh Ardali apparently held office as a temporary measure for about 12 months from
the middle of 1831. During his governorsaip he was visited by Victor
Jacquemont, a French naturalist.

Sher Singh was the reputed son of Ranjit Singh. He was governor of Kashmir from 1832
until 1834, but the precise dates are not known.

Colonel liehan Singn Kumedan was governor from 1834 until 1841 and was also Commandant of
the 3ikh garrison there. He seems to have been the best of the Sikh
administrators and did much to restore trade, industry and agriculture
in the valley. He would probably have not remained in office for so long
but for the death of Ranjit 3ingh in 1839. Mehan Singh was killed by
rebellious soldiers on the 17th April, 1841.

Shaikh Gholam Muhyid Din was the first Muslim governor of Kashmir. He had been chief
munsai (clerk) to Moti Ram but had been dismissed when Hari Singh took
office. He supported himself as a munshi until Xarak Singh became
Maharajah of the Punjab. His abilities then seem to have been recognised
and he was appointed governor. He held the position until 1845.

Shaikh Imam ud Din was the son of Gholam Muhyid Din and held the office of governor until
November, 1846, when Gulab Singh of Jammu toock possession of Kashmir.

No information is available on the form of administration under which the mint was
worked but it was probably under the overall supervision of the governor of the time, who
was responsible for the general economic and monetary policy of the territory. Although
all the Sikh coins of Kasamir are dated, it secems that each governor decreed that his
special mark or initial should appear on them so that it was known by whose authority
they were issued.

THE CCINAGE.

Owing to its isolated position and the difficulty of communication with surrounding
countries, all the various dynasties that have occupied Kashmir from the time of Kanishka
in the 1st century A.D. have struck coins there.

The Muslims conquered the valley about A.D.1346, founding a dynasty known as the
Sultans of Kashmir. They survived until A.D.15671 and were followed by the short lived
dynasty of the Chak tribe, whose last three rulers were vassals of Akbar the Mughal.

In A.D.1589 Kashmir was incorporated in the Nughal empire.

The first Mughal coins struck in Kashmir are dated Ilahi 44 of Akbar (= A.H.1007
or A.D.1598-99). Successive emperors coined there until Alangir II, whose last ccins
struck in Kashmir are dated A.4.1174 (A.D.1759).

Although the Durranis invaded Kashmir in A.D.1753-T74, they did not issue coin there
until it was annexed to their empire in A.D.1762 (A.H.1176) during the time of Ahmad Shah
Durrani. Their last issue was in the name of Ayyub Shah and dated A.H.1234 (A.D.1818-19).

Ao v b e s e S
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Cn occupying Kashmir the Sikhs lost no time in issuing their own coin. Their first
rusees are dated S.1876 (4.D.1819). Thereafter they were struck each year until S.1903
(A.D.1846) but as the following catalogue snows there is much variation in each issue,
with differing arrangements of the legends and a plethora of marks and symtols, for
which explanations have been advanced.

Cn their rupees, the same obverse legend, in Persian, was used throughout. The
reverse legernd appears to have been subject to alteration from time to time and, where
known, these are given. Although the Sichs are reported to have changed the name of
the capital town from Kashmir to Srinagar, the latter name does not appear on their
silver coins at all and only late in their occupation on their copper.

The copper ccins struck during the 3ikh occupation of Kashmir were recorded and
illustrated by Valentine (1). Although they are of very crude fabric and were probably
struck under licence by private contractors, the majority of them have some affinity with
the contemporary rupees, particularly with respect to the marks and symbols that appear
on them. There appears to be no reliable information available concerning the value of
the copper coins against the rupee. The weights of the coppers are far from uniform
and the denomination given on some of them is falus. The kauri was, from early times,
used as a monetary token in Kashmir as elsewhere in India. In kughal times in Kashmir
eight kauris. were equal to one bahagain, two bahagains were equal to one punsu, four
punsus were the equivalent of one hath, while ten hath were worth one sasun. The hath
was a copper coin corresponding to the dam or one fortietn of a rupee. lost payments
were reduced to equivalents of the hath, waich was later represented by the pice or
one sixtyfourth of a rupee. It is not xnown for certain whether these terms applied
to any of the copper coins of the early 19th century but as common usage dies slowly,
it is possible they did. A further report mentions that the tanga or anna (1/16 rupee)
was tae chief circulating coin and all smzll transactions were carried on with it.
Kauris rated at 20 to a tanga. )

The silver coins that were produced were confined to the rupee denomination. UlNo
fractions appear to have been struck and gold of the Sikh period is unknown. The weight
of the rupee remained fairly constant but a parently its silver content fluctuated.

It is reported that Diwan Moti Ram first fixed the weight of silver in the rupee at

10 dangs and later at 9. Sardar Hari Singh fixed the weight of pure silver at 12 dangs
and his coin was dubbea the Tari Singhji rupee. This name scems to have been applied
to all subsequent Sikh rupees of Kasnmir. Shaikh Gholam Muhyid Din is said to have
gradually reduced the weight of pure silver in the rupee to 8 dangs.

During the Sikh occupation of Kashmir thers were three different kinds of rupee
in general use. liughal rupees: these old rupees were valued at ounly 10 annas against
the Delhi (? HBast India Company) rupee. As well as tie rupass formerly minted in
Kashmir by the Mughals, presumably ary type of kughal rupee passed current. The
transactions in the shawl markets wcere made in tals rupee. Sikh rupees struck in
Kasnmir: these were worth 12 annas against tae Company's rupee and were used for the
payment of rents, taxes and customs dues. Nanaksnahi rupees: These were the rupees
of Lahore and Amritsar which passed current at 16 annas thrcughout the 3ikh domain
but were valued at 142 annas at Delhi. This coin was used for paying the Khalsa troops.







