ORIENTAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY March 1984

INFORMATION SHEET NO 26

THE GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE OF THE SIKHS

PART IV: MISCELLANEQUS MINTS

K.W.WIGGINS & S.GORON

The principal mints of the Sikhs and the coins that were struck at them have

been discussed in previeus Information Sheets (Nos. 22, 23 and 24). In this paper
it is proposed to deal with a number of other sites which were within the Sikh
domain and at which silver rupees were struck or alleged to have been struck.
Some of these minting places and their products are very well knoewn and have been
published in netable catalegues from time to time. Others are virtually unknown
and the attributions often subject te considerable deubt. In some cases only cne
or two specimens are recorded, usually with incomplete legends.

The mints dealt with in this paper are: Anandgarh, Derajat (Dera Ismail Khan),
Dera (Dera Ghazi Khan), Jhang, Leiah, Mukerian, Muzang Acchra,
Nimak (Pind Dadan Khan) and Peshawar.

The credit for initially attributing these coeins must go te Charles Rodgers
who first published many Sikh coins in his paper (1). After this paper was
published Redgers apparently found many mere ceins including a few very rare ones
from hitherte unknown mints. Unfortunately, he did not publish these ceins very
satisfactorily but included them in various catalogues that he compiled. None ef
these rare coins were phetegraphed er even drawn, so they have laim, largely
unnoticed in museums for upwards ef ene hundred years. The authors have been able
to ebtain photeographs of some of the mere unusual coins mentioned by Redgers and
which have formed part eof the Lahore Museum cellection. Our thanks in this respect
are extended to Mrs.Tahira Azam Beg for kindly making the phetographs available.

CATALOGUE

ANANDGARH.

Anandgarh was the fort situated in the town of Anandpur (31-14'N. 76-31'E.)
in the Hoshiapur district of the Punjab, on the left bank of the Sutlej river.
Anandpur is said te have been founded by Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru (AD 1664-75).
Tegh Bahadurs' right to succeed Hari Krishen as Guru was contended by several other
claimants, at least one eof whem sought to assassinate him. To escape them he bought
a hilleck near the village of Makhawal (5 miles nerth of Kiratpur), and built himself
a village which he optimistically named Anandpur (haven of rest). Govind Singh, Tegh
Bahadur's son, fortified the centre of Anandpur and the neighbouring land with a
series of forts: Anandgarh, Keshgarh, Lohgarh and Fatehgarh. Anandpur became Govind
Singk's stronghold but he suffered a defeat there by the trccps cr tke lMughel
emperor Aurangzeb. The town was later the headquarters of a branch of the Sedhis;
descendents of Ram Das (the fourth Guru), and the centre of the Nihang sect of Sikhs.*
In the 19th century the town was the location for a great annual religious fair.

* See footnote on page 2.
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Coins were struck at Anandgarh, presumably in -he fort itself, for about a decade
in the late 18th century, probably at the instance of a local Sardar. The authors have
been unable to trace any significant activity taking place at Anandpur during this peried.

Type I. Ar rupee.  Weights 10.5 - 11.1 graus. Dlameter: 22 - 23 mm.
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Translation and Ob. Deg, tegh wa fath wa- nasrat bederang yafat
transliteratien az Nanak Guru Gobind Singh = Abundance, the

sword, victery and help without delay Guru
Govind Singh obtained from Nanak.

Rev. Zarb Anandgarh, sambat (date) jalus
maimanat manus = Struck at Anandgarh
. in Samvat ..... the year of prosperous
accession.

Known dates: S.1840. S.1841. 8S.1842. 8S.1843. 8S.1844. 8S.1845. 8S.1846. S.1849.

Rupees only are known of this mint. It is likely that they were alse struck in
the years S.1847 and S.1848, but coins with these dates have not been observed.
Generally they are well struck coins but specimens that have been struck frem very wern
reverse dies have been noted. The use of worn dies has also been neted with the rupees
of Ranjit Dee of Jammu and with seme of the rupees of Amritsar dated in the years S.1840
-1859. (Type III).

A number of symbels are found on the Anandgarh coins. They eccur mainly en the
reverse side; for example on the rupee of S.1842 may be found a flower to the left of
the date, above this is a trisul and below a spear-like weapon.

Rodgers remarks that the rupee dated S.1841 has the word ahad (first) at the bottom
of the reverse, indieating the first year of a new gevernment or era. A coin dated
S.1849 has the year 9. This series of years is alseo found on the Type III rupees of
Amritsar (see I.S. No.22). As this latter type was struck intermittently during the
same years that the main series of Amritsar coins was struck, there may be some common
link between the two types. An Anandgarh rupee dated S.1842 has a partial Hegira date
(121*) above tine top line on the ebverse but such dates are invariably off tae flan
en nearly all specimens examined.

Rupees of Anandgarh are rare. Not all the coins bearing the dates given abewe*
have been available for examination. Redgers remarks on the spelling of the mint
name, which appears as {)rjngjl on some coins, but which may merely be a stylistic
quirko

* Nihangs were originally suicide squads of the Mughal army with a distinctive blue
uniform. The name and uniferm were appropriated by the Sikhs and given to a sect
said to have been founded by one of the elder sons of Guru Gevind Singh. The
Nihangs were also known as Akalis.




DERAJAT.

The Derajat is the alluvial plain between the Sulaiman Range and the Indus river;
the region takes its name from the three Deras or settlements of Dera Ghazi Khan in the
Lower Derajat and of Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Fath XKhan in the Upper Derajat. All
three settlements were founded toward the end of the 15th century by various Baluch
chiefs. They appear not to have been places of any great importance during Mughal times
and only came into prominence after the invasion of India by Nadir Shah in AD 1738-39.

%e are not concerned, in this paper, with Dera Fath Khan which was the site of a
mint that issued autonomous copper coins and possibly silver coins of Nadir Shah. It
was never,--as far as is known, a silver mint of the Sikhs. Dera Ghazi Khan was an
important mint of the Durrani Shahs and is named Dera (% /> ) on their coins. Both
Dera Fath Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan fell to the Sikhs in AD 1820. Their issues from
the latter mint are dealt with under a separate heading.

Derajat was the mint name given to Dera Ismail Khan. Coins were first struck there
during the reign of the Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah (AD 1719-48) and continued during
the time of his successor, Ahmad Shah Bahadur (AD 1748-54). All are rare. Nadir Shah
had coins struck there near the end of his reign and minting was carried on under
Ahmad Shah Durrani and successive Durrani rulers up to and including the second reign
of Mahmud Shah (AD 1809-18). Mahmud Shah Durrani was deposed by the Barakzais in 1818
but continued to rule in Herat until his death in AD 1829. Some years earlier, in 1793,
Zaman Shah had conferred the government of the distriet upon Mubhammad Khan, an Afghan
of the Sadozai tribe. Muhammad and his successors, Hafiz Ahmad and Sher Muhammad,
successfully governed the area until AD 1820 (AH 1236) when Ranjit Singh took the
fortress of Mankera and had the whole area at his mercy. Sher Muhammad however was
allowed to continue his rule in Dera Ismail Khan subject to the payment of tribute
to the Sikhs.

Type I. Ar rupee. Weight: 10.8 grams. Diameter: 13.5 - 21 mm.
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Translation and Ob. Sikka bar zar zad batufeeq Ilah, XKhusru

transliteration geety sitan Mahmud Shah = Struck coin on
gold with the aid of God, the world
conquering Cyrus, Maamud Shah.

Rev. Zarb Derajat, sanah (date) = Struck at
Derajat in the year ....

Known dates: AH1236, AH1237, AH1238, AH1240, AH1241, AH1242, AH1244, AH1245,
AH1246, AH1247, AH1250, AH1251.

As previously mentioned, Maamud Shah Durrani, at the end of his second reign, was
deposed by the Barakzais but continued to rule in Herat until his death. However, in
Dera Ismail Khan, after his deposition and his death coins continued to be struck in his
name by the ruling Nawabs. The de facto control of the area by the Sikhs after AD 1820
did not result in any change being made in the coinage and after AH 1245 (AD 1829) the
rupees bearing Mahmud's name are posthumous issues struck by the local chiefs as
tributaries of the Sikhs. Whitehead (2) lists this type of coin until AH 1251 as
Durrani and makes no comment on their continued issue when Derajat was under Sikh
control. Although the legends remain the same on all these coins, there are a number of
die varieties mainly involving the placement of the figures of the date. There are a
number of different symbols to be found on both sides, none of which seem to have any
connotation witn the Sikhs. Gold and fractional silver coins of this type are unknown.
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Type II. Ar rupee. Weight: 10.8 - 10.9 grams. Diameter: 17-18 mm.
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Translation and Ob. Such a small part of the whole legend
transliteration appears on these coins that it is
‘impossible to say with certainty what
it is.

Rev. Zarb Derajat (date) = Struck at
Derajat ecees

Known dates: S.1892. S.1893. S.1894. S.1895. S.1896. S.1897. S.1899. S.1900.
S.1901. S.1902.

On formally annexing Derajat in AD 1835-36 the Sikh authorities decided to
institute their type of coinage at the Derajat mint, thereby replacing those struck
in the name of Mahmud Shah. These rupees, the first of which is dated Samvat 1892
(AD 1835), are of inferior manufacture on small thick flans. Therefore only a portion
of the whole legends are visible. Although the first few issues are from reasonably
enigraved dies, the remainder are of poor workmanship with large, ill~formed letters.
It has therefore been found impossible to compose the obverse legend correctly or to
render a complete translation but no doubt it is one of the usual couplets found on
the coins of the major mints. From what can be seen, it may bé the same as the
obverse legend of the Type II Multan rupees. The centre of the obverse contains a
zharacter in Gurmukhi or Nagari, which seems to differ with the passage of time; it is
however, so badly formed that the authors have not been able to identify it.

Fractional silver coins are unknown and so are gold coins. The copper coins of
Derajat, of which there are a considerable number of types, have been competently
catalogued by Valentine (3).

Ar rupee. S.1899. Ar rupee. S.1900.

The above coin dated S.1900 besrs this date on both
obverse and reverse. It is possible that the same
applies for other dates, but most of the small number
of coins of this type which have been examined have
been struck in such a way that the area above the «—=v
of Derajat is off the coin.







