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Members news
Please note that our Treasurer, Vic Brown, ... Mr. .., has a collection of Chinese coins that includes a

board mounted with 131 specimens of coins ranging from the Chou to the Ming period. It has a label that
originally read ‘from the collection of Dr. ... - Shanghai’ and was then altered to read ‘from the collection
of ... Mr. .. would like to hear from any member who can shed light on the identities of these two earlier
collectors. He may, at some time, be parting with his collection. Mr. ... of Bedford is parting with a number
of Oriental coins of many series.

There will be no Information Sheet or Occasional Paper for March or April, but a revised List of
Members will be circulated shortly. The numbering of Information Sheets has become incorrect. Members
should re-number their copies as follows : —

No. 22  Tarizzo, Early Arab coins of Tunisia — the Hafsids

No. 23  Goron and Wiggins, The Gold and Silver coinage of the Sikhs: Part One: Amritsar Mint

No. 24  Goron and Wiggins, The Gold and Silver coinage of the Sikhs: Part Two: The Mints of Lahore and
Multan




Four new coins of the Mrohaung Dynasty of Arakan by M. Robinson

Arakan is the region of Burma bordering Bangladesh on the north, and stretching to the Bay of Bengal on the
western coast. Prior to its conquest by Burma at the end of 1784 it was an independant monarchy, frequently
at war with the surrounding states. From 1430 to 1784 the capital was at Mrohaung, 45 miles NE of Akyab.

The kings of Arakan struck silver coins of around 10 gm. weight from the late fifteenth or early sixteenth
century right up to the Burmese conquest of 1784. Originally these coins almost invariably bore the Kalima
on one side and the king’s Moslem name on the other, both in Persian Kufic script. From about the mid
sixteenth century a series of small coins of approximately 2.5 gm. was struck at Chittagong, control of which
was continually contested with Bengal. Some are attributed to Min Bin (1531 - 53).

Starting with Naradibbati in 955 BE (AD 1593: for AD dates add 638), the coins had the king’s Burmese
and Moslem names in Arakanese on the obverse, and possibly the same in Persian and Nagari letters on the
reverse, although the Nagari is virtually impossible to read. Naradibbati’s Moslem title was Sawleim (Salim)
Shah and was used for the benefit of the Mohammedans of Chittagong.

This practice was continued by his successor Waradhamma Raza (Ushaung or Husein Shah), 974 -984 BE.
However the next ruler, Thirithudhamma, 984 - 1000 BE, issued a coin dated 984 which has no Moslem title,
although the Persian and Nagari legends remain. He delayed his coronation until 23rd. January 1635, at which
time he issued a coin with the date 996. Details are given in Maurice Collis’s book ‘Land of the Great Image’
[1]. He reports that after the coronation Thirithudhamma returned to the state apartments and with his
queen threw down specially minted coins for the people assembled in the courtyard below.

A drawing of the coin belonging to Dr. Domrow was included in my book with Lewis Shaw [2] but we
now have a photograph, which is shown below. The transcription is to modern Burmese.

e¢l6
Obv. & Rev. (i o 996 Hs-
{c ;S M. X DC (<in) ni thakhin hsin
¢ byu thakhin Maha
W DAL ) Thirithudhamma

)S ,‘i » 6 @ Raza

TR

. “1634/5 AD. Lord of the Red Elephant, Lord of the White Elephant, Great Thirithudhamma, King”

" This coin is the first to have an inscription in Arakanese only, the same on both sides. This style was
followed for all the succeeding issues, including Bodawpaya’s conquest coin of 1146 BE. Chittagong was lost
to Arakan for good in 1666, becoming part of the Mughal Empire, but possibly control was rather tenuous
even earlier and so the Moslem title and Persian/Nagari legends were gradually abandoned.

In 1979 a Burmese text entitled ‘Arakanese Coins’, by the late San Tha Aung [3], was published in
Rangoon. This excellent book has new material on both the Chandra and Mrohaung dynasties, and the 56
plates contain several coins not published previously. All the coins from [2] for the period 1000 - 1144 BE
are listed, but not the 996. In addition there are two new types described; a coin of Sanda Wimala dated 1062
and a second variety for Thamada dated 1144. The illustrations for these coins are reproduced below as given
in [3]; larger than actual size.

(Domrow 10.21 gm)

Ref. [3] Plate 40
weight unknown
diam. probably 29 mm
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The legend reads “1062 Shwe nan thakhin (Lord of the Golden Country) Sanda Wimala Raza’. Sanda
Wimala ruled from 1062 to 1068 BE at a time of great unrest in Arakan, when many kings were assassinated.
In 1068 he fled to West Bengal where he died. No coins of his have been published previously, and only one
example is illustrated in [3], possibly from a rubbing as the quality is rather poor.

The other new coin shown is of Thamada, the last king of the dynasty (1144 - 46 BE). The coin with the
legend ‘1144 Shwe nan thakhin Maha Thamada Raza” is well known (7.37 of ref. 2), but three specimens of a
new type, with the same date but different legend, are shown in [3]; and one of them is reproduced below
(enlarged). There are minor variations between the three, as is usual with Arakanese coins.

Ref. [3] Plate 53 (3 coins)
weight 10 gm
diam. 28 - 29 mm.

The reason for the second coin is given in [3] which says “In his first issue the coin bears the inscription
1144 Shwe nan thakhin Maha Thamada Raza. As the ministers advised him that it was unsuitable to use the title
of Thamada he changed his name and held a second coronation in 1146 with the new title of Agawponyazaw Raza,
and also issued another coin. According to the Arakanese chronicles this coin bears the inscription 1144 Shwe
nan thakhin Agawponyazaw Raza, which means that the second coronation was held in 1144 BE, and not in
1146; or else he must have back-dated the coin.’”” The change of name didn’t however bring Thamada any luck,
as Arakan was conquered by Bodawpaya soon afterwards.

Finally, on further examination of the Manchester Museum specimen of RS 7.40, that is the Bodawpaya
1146 coin with ornate border of dots and lines, I find that it differs as regards the border from that shown in
our book. The coin illustrated there would have approximately 25 dots around the circumference (some are
worn), but the Manchester coin has 38. Its diameter is 34 mm, and the enlarged photograph of one side is
shown below. s :

1146 Era, Amarapura, Kingdom of the 1146 Khu
owner of many white elephants Amarapura
(Shin = owner: Thakhin = Lord) Hsin byu mya
— Manchester Museum: 10.4 gm shin naing ngan

The coin dated 1062 BE will be given the Robinson-Shaw catalogue no. 7.25A, the new 1144 the no.
7.37A and the new 1146 will be 7.40a. With this supplement it is hoped that we now have a complete listing
of all Arakanese coins issued from 996 to 1146 BE, but this is probably a pious hope for Burmese coins.
There have in fact been rumours of a coin dated 1107, but no firm evidence has been produced.

1= “Land of the Great Image’’, Maurice Collis, published by Faber and Faber, 1943
- ““The Coins and Banknotes of Burma’’, M. Robinson and L. A. Shaw, published by the authoers, 1980
3 “Arakanese Coims”’, U San Tha Aung (in Burmese), Rangoon 1979

An English translation is now available: see list of publications in this newsletter.
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