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Prom the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

August - September 1985 

In J u l y 1970 we pub l i shed our f i r s t Occas ional Paper . I t was 'An Annotated L i s t of Books 
on C o i n s P u b l i s h e d in I n d i a 1960-1970 ' and was w r i t t e n by David B r i g g s . In t h e 
i n t e r v e n i n g 15 y e a r s we have p u b l i s h e d a f u r t h e r 18 OPs and a t o t a l of 26 I n f o r m a t i o n 
Shee t s . 

The two s e r i e s a re a i f f e r e n t . IBs a re intended to cover s u b j e c t s of i n t e r e s t to members 
in f a i r l y f u l l d e t a i l and hence p r o v i d e r e l i a b l e r e f e r e n c e s . They a r e t y p i c a l l y 10-15 
s ides wi th s u b j e c t s such as 'The Copper Doi t s of Banjarmasin ' or 'The Coinage of S r inagar 
in Garwha l 1 7 6 0 - 1 8 1 5 ' Longer p a p e r s a r e s p l i t so t h a t b o t h 'The E a r l y Arab C o i n s of 
T u n i s i a ' and 'The g o l d and S i l v e r Co ins of t h e S i k h s ' came o u t in 4 p a r t s . Many of the 
ISs a r e s t i l l the roost complete and u p - t o - d a t e r e f e r e n c e a v a i l a b l e on t h e i r s u b j e c t . 

OPs a r e more of t h e n a t u r e of work ing p a p e r s , w r i t t e n w h i l e a p r o j e c t i s s t i l l be ing 
researched or d e a l i n g wi th j u s t one f a c e t of a s u b j e c t , l i k e 'The Peiyang Arsenal Hin t ' or 
'A T r i a l L i s t i n g of the Modern Gold Coins of Ottoman Egypt ' . They are very s i m i l a r t o the 
type of a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d in t h e N e w s l e t t e r b u t t h e e x t r a s p a c e a v a i l a o l e a l l o w s more 
d e t a i l t o be i nc luded . 

I f you have been s t u d y i n g a s u b j e c t and f e e l t h a t you have some r e s u l t s t h a t a r e not 
e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e from s tandard r e f e r ences and which might i n t e r e s t other members, p l e a s e 
w r i t e t o me and we can d i s c u s s the b e s t method of p u b l i c a t i o n . Even research t h a t f a i l s 
can sometimes be worth pub l i sh ing as i t e s t a b l i s h e s what i s a l r e a d y known and he lps o t h e r s 
to seek out more p r o f i t a b l e l i n e s t o fo l low. Our next OP on 'Se l juq S i l v e r Dirhams with 
Pa leo logan Countermarks ' comes in to t h i s c a t e g o r y . 

I f Eng l i sh i s not your n a t i v e tongue, do not worry, we w i l l amend grammar and s p e l l i n g if 
necessa ry . We w i l l a l s o pub l i sh in French or German and can t r a n s l a t e papers o f fe red in 
o t h e r l a n g u a g e s . Once a c l e a r t e x t has been a c c e p t e d for p u b l i c a t i o n t h e pape r w i l l 
a p p e a r in l e s s t h a n 3 mon ths , compared w i t h two y e a r s or so for many major n u m i s m a t i c 
j o u r n a l s . 

ONS p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e a v a i l a b l e on ly to members , u n t i l 5 y e a r s a f t e r p u b l i c a t i o n , and a 
c o m p l e t e l i s t was c i r c u l a t e d in Hay 1983 . I f you do n o t have a copy ask your R e g i o n a l 
S e c r e t a r y . Back numoers of OPs and I S s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t a c o s t of 50 pence p l u s 5 pence 
per page (or i t s e q u i v a l e n t ) . 

Michael Broome 
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MISCELLAMY 

New P u b l i c a t i o n s 

1. The Ino ian I n s t i t u t e of Research in Numismatic S t u d i e s , Nasik, has r e c e n t l y published 
an impor tan t book on Ind ian punchmarked co ins e n t i t l e d Indian S i l v e r Punchmarked 
Coins: Magadha-Maurlya Karshapana s e r i e s . This long-awai ted worn by Ter ry Hardaker & 
or P.L. Gupta c a t a l o g u e s over 600 v a r i e t i e s , each type i l l u s t r a t e d wi th c l e a r symbol 
d r a w i n g s . T h e r e i s an h i s t o r i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n , a n a l y s i s of t h e c o i n s , e s t i m a t e of 
r a r i t y of t y p e s and c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s w i t h o t h e r p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l . A l l t h i s i s 
encompassed w i t h i n 120 p a g e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h 2 maps and 8 p h o t o g r a p h i c p l a t e s (300 
c o i n s ) . Copies can c u r r e n t l y be ob ta ined from Terry Hardaker (Wi l l co t , 79 Millwood 
End, Long Hanborough, OXFORD 0X7 2BP, U.K.) for £12 p lus pos tage and packing . 

2. The Nas ik I n s t i t u t e has a l s o r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d Volume V I l l p a r t s I and I I (June 4 
December 1984) of the Numismatic Diges t . This volume c o n t a i n s a v a r i e t y of a r t i c l e s 
on T r i p u r i c o i n s , Kuninda & Yaudheya c o i n s , e a r l y B y z a n t i n e s o l i d i from K a r n a t a k a , 
Kanishkas Buddha c o i n s , l a t e r Kushan c o i n s , Visnukunain c o i n s , Bengal t a n k a s , Moghal 
c o i n s , c o i n s of t h e Gond Kings of Devagarh e t c . The re i s a l s o an i n t r o d u c t o r y 
a r t i c l e about the i n s t i t u t e i t s e l f . The volume i s a v a i l a b l e from the I n s t i t u t e (P.O. 
Anjane r i , D i s t . Nasik, Maharash t ra , Pin.422213, INDIA) for US$ 15 or Rs 60. 

3 . In our l a s t N e w s l e t t e r we mentioned Leo Mildenberg 's new book on the co inage of the 
Bar Kokhba War. Members w i l l be i n t e r e s t e d to n o t e t h a t t h e J u n e 1985 i s s u e of Spmk 
N u m i s m a t i c C i r c u l a r c o n t a i n s a r e v i e w of t h i s book by I a n C a r r a d i c e of t h e B r i t i s h 
Museum. The same c i r c u l a r a l s o c o n t a i n s the f i r s t p a r t of an a r t i c l e by Dr. T D Yih 
on t h e Monetary Sys tem of China from t h e Shang to t h e Ching D y n a s t y , an a r t i c l e by 
Hurmuz Kaus on an I n d i a n E x h i b i t i o n Medal , and a r ev i ew by M i c h a e l Broome of a new 
book from e n t i t l e d ' I l l u s t r a t e d Coin D a t i n g Guide for t h e E a s t e r n w o r l d ' by A l b e r t 
Galloway (US $9.95 from the p u b l i s h e r s , Krause P u b l i c a t i o n s , l o l a , Wisconsin 54990, 
USA) . 

The second p a r t of Dr Y i h ' s a r t i c l e has now been p u b l i s h e d in S p i n k ' s c i r c u l a r for 
J u l y / A u g u s t . Dr Yih has a l s o w r i t t e n t o us a b o u t the c a t a l o g u e of an e x h i b i t i o n on 
t h e S i l k Road t h a t was h e l d a c o u p l e of y e a r s ago in Bonn, West Germany. The 
c a t a l o g u e e n t i t l e d 'Ge ld aus C h i n a ' , i s some 120 p a g e s long and i s a p p a r e n t l y s t i l l 
a v a i l a b l e from t h e p u b l i s h e r for DM 1 2 , - . I n t e r e s t e d members s h o u l d w r i t e to 
Rhe in land-Ver lag , Abte i B rauwe i l e r , 5024 Pu lhe im-Brauwei le r , West Germany. D e t a i l s 
of c o n t e n t s can a l s o be ob ta ined from your e d i t o r s . 

4. Other r e c e n t Spink C i r c u l a r s have con ta ined a r t i c l e s by P rashan t Kulkarni e n t i t l e d 
' E . I . C . Ek P a l Masa ' (March 8 5 ) , by J a m e s Sweeny on the L e g a t i o n Medal (a medal 
p roduced by t h e Heaton m i n t in 1896 for t h e C h i n e s e v i c e r o y on h i s v i s i t t o the 
w e s t ) , by F. R e b e l l o on some P o r t u g u e s e I n d i a n c o i n s e n t i t l e d ' P l a c i n g of a S i l v e r 
S e r i e s and an u n p u b l i s h e d v a l u e ' , and by Bent J u e l - J e n s e n on ' an a p p a r e n t l y 
u n d e s c r i b e d Aksumi te go ld c o i n from t h e r e i g n of King Ezana ' ( t h e s e l a s t t h r e e 
a r t i c l e s appeared in the A p r i l C i r c u l a r ) . 

5 . Warren S c h w a r t z has maae a v a i l a b l e an E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e companion t o R o b e r t Gobi ' s 
'System and chronology of the coinage of the Kushan Empire ' . This ve r s i on i n c l u d e s a 
t r a n s l a t i o n of t h e main t e x t , t h e a u t h o r ' s p r i n c i p a l commentary on t h e p l a t e s and 
t a b l e s p l u s a b r i e f index t o t h e p l a t e s and a G e r m a n - E n g l i s h g l o s s a r y of i m p o r t a n t 
words. The p l a t e s and t a b l e s a re not inc luded . This Engl ish language companion is 
a v a i l a b l e for US $50 (post paid) from Mr Schwar tz , 1817 Bel le Meaae Ct . , C i n c i n n a t i , 
Ohio 45230, USA. 

6. Dr Mi tch iner has pub l i shed two a r t i c l e s in the December 1983 i s sue of 'From Eas t and 
West' (New S e r i e s , Vol.33 nos .1-4) . These a re e n t i t l e d : 

I . Hollow handle spades of San-ch 'uan (Loyang d i s t r i c t ) : 5th century BC. 
I I . I n d i a : minute s i l v e r co ins of the e a r l y Mauryan Empire. 

2 



7. An i t e m for members i n t e r e s t e d m Burmese a r t e f a c t s : The Tamar ind P r e s s 
(GPO Box 1996, Bangkok, THAILAND) w i l l be p u b l i s h i n g a new book on Burmese 
Lacquerware on 31 J u l y t h i s year . The book w i l l be a v a i l a b l e in s o f t cover (USS 32) 
or hard cover CUS$ 40) from the p u b l i s h e r s . Fur the r in format ion a v a i l a b l e from your 
N e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r s of the p u b l i s h e r s . 

Work in P r o g r e s s 

Prashan t Kulkarn i i s working on a book about the coinage of the Bhonsla r u l e r s of Nagpuc. 
This should be completed ea r l y in 1986. 

The Brand C o l l e c t i o n 

Friday 14th June saw the auc t ion by Sotheby 's of P a r t 9 of the Brand C o l l e c t i o n - Co lon ia l 
and Indian c o i n s . The o r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n , pu t t oge the r by V i r g i l M. Brand, an American 
beer magnate, between the yea r s 1889-1926, comprised no l e s s than 300,000 co ins from a l l 
over t h e w o r l d . P a r t 9 of t h e s a l e c o n t a i n e d 238 l o t s of I n d i a n c o i n a g e and a s m a l l e r 
number of l o t s of Dutch E a s t I n d i e s and o t h e r c o l o n i a l c o i n a g e . While a number of 
i m p o r t a n t r a r i t i e s were on o f f e r , t h e c o i n s t h a t made up t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s a l e d id n o t 
c o n s t i t u t e r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l in the same way, for example, as the Pridmore s a l e s had done 
3 y e a r s ago . N e v e r t h e l e s s S o t h e b y ' s a r e t o be c o n g r a t u l a t e d for d e v o t i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l 
p a r t of t i s a u c t i o n to Indian co ins of a l l p e r i o d s . P r i c e s for mediaeval gold were q u i t e 
s t rong whi le those r e a l i s e d for S u l t a n a t e , Moghal and S t a t e co ins were very much in l i n e 
with c u r r e n t market p r i c e s . The B r i t i s h I n d i a s e r i e s provided the most impor tan t co ins in 
t h i s p a r t of t h e s a l e w i t h a 1765 go ld r u p e e , h a l f rupee and q u a r t e r rupee be ing knocked 
aown for £8,200, £7,800 and £7,000 r e s p e c t i v e l y . Although a smal l number of o the r co ins 
in t h i s s e r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y r a r e p a t t e r n s , f e t c h e d h igh p r i c e s , p r i c e s g e n e r a l l y were 
w e l l under t h e P r i a m o r e l e v e l s . The Dutch E a s t I n d i e s c o i n s s o l d w e l l , o f t e n above 
e s t i m a t e , but g e n e r a l l y in l i n e wi th o the r r e c e n t s a l e s involv ing s i m i l a r m a t e r i a l . 

Future DNS Meeting 

J u s t a r e m i n d e r t h a t t h e n e x t ONS m e e t i n g m London w i l l be on S a t u r d a y 5 t h O c t o b e r a t t h e 
u s u a l venue of 28 L i t t l e R u s s e l l S t r e e t (near t h e B r i t i s h Museum), WCI, s t a r t i n g a t 
2.3Upm. One of your e d i t o r s has been i n v e i g l e d i n t o g i v i n g ' an i l l u s t r a t e o l e c t u r e on 
Sikh c o i n s ' ! The a u c t i o n a t t h e 4 t h May m e e t i n g r e a l i s e d £51.50 for t h e ONS and t h e 
s u b s e q u e n t s a l e of ' u n s o l d ' i t e m s Drought m £67 .00 . The S o c i e t y ' s t h a n k s a r e due to 
Steve Album and Spink & Son Ltd for k ina ly dona t ing i tems for the auc t ion and to Mr John 
N i s b i t for a dona t ion of £10. 

Members news 

Dr S c h u s t e r of Vienna would l i k e to c o r r e s p o n d w i t h anyone i n t e r e s t e d in c o i n s from S t . 
Thomas & P r i n c e I s l a n d s (Sao Tome e P r i n c i p e ) , or in the copper f a lu s of Morocco (cf Craig 
120-183) . 

OTTOMAN 'SQUARE' AKCES - the popular S i l v e r co in s from the Tunis mint 
by Kenneth M. MacKenzie 

In October 1575 Su l t an Murad I I I i ssued a f i rman which renounced the r i g h t of the Beys of 
Tunis to c l a im t r i b u t e from t h e i r p i r a t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . I t provided for the i n v e s t i t u r e 
of the Bey, in Cons t an t i nop l e , and among o the r m a t t e r s , for the coinage to be stamped with 
the name of the r u l i n g s u l t a n . Thus, dur ing the seven teen th or e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h cen tu ry 
s i l v e r co ins were issued by the Dey in the name of the Ottoman Sul tan Ahmed bin Muhammad. 
They were known l o c a l l y as n a s r i a name de r ived from a coin issued by the foum:h Almohade 
r u l e r , Muhammea an-Nasr (599H) c a l l e d n a s r i moumeni which he named a f t e r the f i r s t r u l e r 
'Abd al-Mu'mim (524H). This type of coin was widely used in North Afr ica . 

Ot toman n a s r i were s t r u c k by the Dey Yusuf in t h e names of t h e S u l t a n s 'Uthman I I and 
Murad IV. The d e s i g n was s i m p l e . On t h e o b v e r s e of t h e Murad c o i n . S u l t a n Murad b . 
Ahmed Khan, and on the r e v e r s e , ' azza nasrahu du r iba Tunus sana t 1033. S i m i l a r l y Muhammad 
Laz i ssued them in the names of the S u l t a n s Ibrahim (1049) and Muhammad IV (1058). 

The i n t e r e s t i n g 'anagram n a s r i ' which the Ottomans r e f e r r e d to as the ' squa re ' akce, bore 
a unique legend on the r e v e r s e , t r a n s l a t e d a s : "Ohl judges of n e c e s s i t i e s . Oh. s u f f i c i e n t 
in d i f f i c u l t i e s " i n s c r i b e d in maghrebi l e t t e r i n g , in the form of an anagram. The r u l e r ' s 
name appeared on the obverse , Sultan/Ahmed bin Muhammad/Azza nas rahu /b i -Tunus , w i t h i n a 
l i n e a r border surrounded by a beaded border . The h e g i r a year da t e was v a r i o u s l y i n s c r i b e d 
on bo th t h e o b v e r s e and r e v e r s e by t h e p l a c e m e n t of one , two or t h r e e c i p h e r s , e i t h e r a t 
t h e bo t tom a n g l e or c e n t r e of t h e r e v e r s e , and p r e c e d i n g t h e word s u l t a n in t h e upper p a r t 
of the obverse . 

The a t t r i b u t i o n of t h i s anagramraatic type to one of the Ottoman s u l t a n s named Ahmed has 
p u z z l e d n u m i s m a t i s t s , b e c a u s e t h e f a t h e r of t h e f i r s t Ahmed who r u l e d was Muhamraed I I I 
(1012-1026H), ana t h e t h i r d Ahmed who r u l e d (1115-1143H) was t h e son of Muhamraed IV. 
I b r a h i m Ar tuk ( in t h e C a t a l o g u e of Co ins in t h e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Museum, I s t a n b u l ) 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s the t y p e s by s t a t i n g t h a t t h e ones w i t h t h e l e t t e r nun a t t h e end of 
s u l t a n were s t r u c k in the name of Ahmed I , w h e r e a s t h o s e w i t h t h e l e t t e r ha a t t h e end 
were for Ahmed I I I . However i t seems t h a t most p e o p l e who have s t u d i e d t h e s e r i e s a r e 
ag reed t h a t such c o i n s were a c t u a l l y i s s u e d in t h e name of t h e t h i r d s u l t a n Ahmed, and 
t h a t t h e Bey, Huse in b . ' A l i c ea sed s t r i k i n g them a f t e r t h e yea r 1129H. ( I f they were 
s t r u c k in t h e name of t h e f i r s t Ahmed, t hen t h e s p e c i m e n s known woulo be for t h e y e a r s 
1012-1016H i n c l u s i v e , p l u s an a d d i t i o n a l posthumous i s sue da tea 1027H ( i . e . 1603-1618 AD). 
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' A l i , a new Bey, r e - i n t r o d u c e d t h e a n a g c a m m a t i c t y p e a f t e r an i n t e r v a l of twen ty two 
y e a r s , when he s t r uck thera in the name of Su l t an Mahraud 1, in 1150H and 1151H. They were 
u n u s u a l in t h a t t h e h e g i r a yea r d a t e was f u l l y i n s c r i b e d on t h e r e v e r s e . (If t he 
o r i g i n a l type were s t ruck for Ahmed I , then t h i s event would have occurred 119 yea r s a f t e r 
the l a s t known i s s u e s , which seems un l ike ly . ) The square s t y l e of 'akce was s t i l l popular 
in the t i m e of S u l t a n S e l i m i l l . A s p e c i m e n i s known w i t h t h e d a t e 1216H (1802 AD) and 
l a t e r , o the r types in debased metal wi th a very s i m p l i f i e d des ign were s t r uck in the name 
of Su l tan Mahmud I I wi th the d a t e s , 122bH and 1229H (1812-13 AD). 

A SIAMESE AMULET? by M. Robinson 

On a recent trip to Thailano I purchased the following curious metal object from a Bangkok 
coin dealer:-

18.54 gm, 38% lead, 62% tin, 
obtained by X-ray fluorescence 
at the Oxford Research Lab for 
Archaeology & History of Art. 

Obv: crocodile to left within border, dots outside ) in high 
Rev: terrapin, or tortoise ? within border, oblique lines outside ) relief 

Th^dealer's suggestion was that it was a gambling counter but I consider this unlikely as 
it is so different from the well known Thai porcelain gambling counters. In addition 
there is no writing or mark of value. At first I thought it might be some kind of animal 
money such as was used in the Federated Malay States in the mid 19th century 11). Tin 
model crocodiles, some seven inches long and more, were used as money, and there was also 
the "tin hat" currency;. Hence unusual shapes have been used for trading in the North 
Malaya area, but nothing like this has been reported before. 

Another possibility is an amulet, presumably to guard against crocodiles. It would most 
likely have originated in Thailand or Malaya and is not of recent manufacture. If anyone 
has any definite information I would be interested to iiear of it. 

11) R.C. Temple, "The obsolete tin currency and money of the Federated Malay States", 
Indian Antiquary no.42 (1913). 

A HEAVY RUPEE OF JALNAPUR by Stan Goron 

J a h a n g i r ' s s o - c a l l e d heavy rupees a re w e l l known to s t u d e n t s of Moghal numismat ics . They 
were s t r u c k a t a number of m i n t s and t o two d i f f e r e n t w e i g h t s t a n d a r d s : t h e J a h a n g i r i , 
w e i g h i n g around 13.5 g rams ( i . e . 20% above normal r u p e e w e i g h t ) and t h e S a w a i , we igh ing 
around 14-14.4 grams ( i . e . 25% above normal rupee we igh t ) . The mint of J a lnapur i s known 
only from t h e c o i n a g e of J a h a n g i t , and t h e n on ly from r u p e e s of no rma l w e i g h t s t a n d a r d 
i . e . 11 -11 .5 g r a m s . Two t y p e s of t h e s e r u p e e s a r e known (see KM 141.6 and KM 149.11 in 
t h e Sou th A s i a n C a t a l o g , Krause P u b l i c a t i o n s ) , t h e f i r s t of which i s s c a r c e , t h e o t h e r 
r a r e . Most of these co in s do not bear a d a t e , but co in s dated 1014H and 1015H a r e known. 

The s u b j e c t of t h i s a r t i c l e i s a J a h a n g i r i , w e i g h i n g 13.5 g r a m s , s t r u c k a t J a l n a p u r . 
A p a r t from t h e w e i g h t , i t i s i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h e more u s u a l t ype of r u p e e from the m i n t 
( i . e . KM 1 4 1 . 6 ) . There i s no da t e on the c o i n . 

Obverse 

Kalima and 

Reverse 

J'^ 
<ijJU v y ^ 

J a l n a p u r i s i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e town of J a l n a , l o c a t e d 39 m i l e s e a s t of Aurangabad . In 
Akbac ' s t i m e i t was h e l d in 3 a g i r by one of t h e Moghal g e n e r a l s . A b u - 1 - F a z l , t he 
h i s t o r i a n , l i v e d t h e r e when in e x i l e from Akbar's co u r t . The rea f t e r i t must have remained 
a p l ace of some impor tance . A f o r t was b u i l t t h e r e in 1725 and in the n i n e t e e n t h century 
the B r i t i s h s t a t i o n e d a cantonment nearby. 
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