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we apologise for the late publication of this Newsletter; both of us have recently moved 
house and, as you can imagine, the upheaval has been considerable. Please note that the 
new editorial address is .... we also apologise for the poor reproduction of Hr 
Kulkarni's photographs in the last newsletter. 

Photographs of copper coins .!!!_l!il be very clear if they are to reproduce well. If in 
doubt, send an ink drawing or an inked-in ruboing. To make up for all this, we have 
decided to celebrate the 100th Newsletter with a double-length edition. we hope you find 
plenty to interest you in it. 

rrom tbe UK & Bire Regional Secretary 

Payment of subscriptions 

Some UK members are always very late in renewing their annual subscription to the ONS, in 
spite of several reminders being sent to them. Prompt renewal to the Regional Secretary 
would be appreciated as ONS funds are never very high and the constant sending out of 
reminders is time consuming. If a member does not wish to renew it is common courtesy to 
write and inform the Regional Secretary that this is the case. 

Obituary 

It is with regret that we have to record the death of Hr ..., Netherlands, after 
an illness of a few months, on 29th December 1985. Hr Roskam had for many years been 
keenly interested in Indian coins and stamps and more recently took up collecting 
hundis. He was a most hospitable man who was ever ready to show his collections 
to visitors both from the Netherlands and overseas. 
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Members News 

.... has a number of Mughal coins for sale. Ray Hebert, in collaboration 
with J T Hebert, has produced a computer program for converting Gregorian dates into 
Islamic/lunar dates and vice versa. Details are available from Mr Hebert or your editors 
(at cost). ... is 
seeking a copy of C H  Biddulph's Coins of the Pandyas, 1966. If any member has a spare 
copy, please contact Mr Wells direct. 

February 4th 1986 saw the inaugural meeting of the Pakistan Numismatic Society. The 
proceedings included a lecture by ONS member Bill Spengler on Ghurid coins. The society 
aims to publish a magazine and to establish a coin museum in Islamabad. we wish the 
society well. Details can be obtained from; The Secretary, Pakistan Numismatic Society, 
PO Box 18S2, Islamabad, Pakistan, 
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Mew and Recent Publications 

1. Laminas Ineditas de D. Antonio Pelgado, by J J Rodcigues Locente & Tafiq ibn Hafiz 
Ibrahim, ISBN 84-398-4211-2 

Mr Delgado, who died in lb75, was a well-known Spanish historian and student of 
Hispano-arablc numismatics. He left behind a series of beautiful pictures, from an 
unknown engraver, of Hispano-arabic coins, without either text or description. The 
300 engravings give a survey of the coinage from the beginning of the dependent 
emirate till the Almoravid taifas. The plates are now printed for the first time 
with every engraving accompanied by a description, given by the two authors mentioned 
above. 

2. Siraf XV; The Coins and Monumental Inscriptions by Nicholas Lowick, published by the 
British Institute of Persian Studies, 1985. A review will appear in a future 
Newsletter. 

3. Dr S K Bhatt has produced a book entitled Coinage of the Native States of Central 
India. This book brings together previously published -studies on the coins of Ratlam, 
Dhar, Jhabua and Indore. Not cheap, but very useful for the student of native state 
coinage. Available from the Academy of Indian Numismatics & sigillography, 115 
Kailash Park, Manorama Ganj, Indore, 452001, India. A few copies are also available 
from your editors at £30 plus postage. 

4. R C Senior Ltd have recently reprinted C J Brown's Catalogue of coins in the 
Provincial Museum, Lucknow - Coins of the Mughal Emperors. This important catalogue, 
first published in 1920, has long been out of print. The new version combines both 
original volumes into a single volume. The standard of reproduction is very good and 
the Illustrations clear. Available for £35 (including postage) from R C Senior Ltd, 
Butleigh Court Tower, Butleigh, Glastonbury, BA6 8SA, England. 

5. Volume V of the Catalogue of Islamic Coins in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Pans is 
due to appear very soon. This will cover the Sel^uqs, Artuqids and Beyliks and is 
expected to cost FF 1500 (about £140!). 

6. The British Museum has recently published A Catalogue of Early Islamic Glass Stamps 
in the British Museum by A H Morton. The entries for the 556 pieces in the British 
Museum's collection cover their physical features, inscriptions and questions of 
attribution and use. In the introduction, the author discusses the 8th and 9th 
century Egyptian system, its metrology, the function of commodity measures, die links 
etc. The catalogue costs £45 and is available through booksellers or from the 
Marketing Manager, British Museum Publications Ltd, 46 Bloomsbury Street, London WClB 
3QQ (add £2 for postage & packing). 

7. A microfiche edition of the Catalogue of Oriental Coins in the British Museum 
published between 1875 and 1890, is now available with an introduction by Helen 
Mitchell Brown of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. The 10 volumes of the original are 
reproduced on 44 microfiches. The price is £200 and it is available from Clare 
Grist, Oxford Microform, Microform International, Headington Hall Hall, Oxford, 0X3 
OBW, UK. 

8. L'Administratlon des monnaies et medailles. Pans, has published tome 7 of its series. 
Les collections monetaires. This publication in two volumes, covers Far Eastern 
currency in the collection of the Musee Monetaire de la Monnaie de Pans. The first 
volume, dealing with China, comprises some 50 pages of monetary history, 70 pages of 
catalogue and 64 illustrations and costs 250 francs (233.64 Fr.francs for purchasers 
outside France). The second volume covers Annam and Japan, and comprises 40 pages of 
historical data, 70 pages of catalogue and 106 illustrations. This volume costs 300 
Fr. (280.27 Fr. for purchasers outside France). The books are available from 
L'Administratlon des Monnaies et Medailles, 11 Quai de Conti, F-75270 Pans, CEDEX 
06, France. 

9. The Indian Institute of Research in Numismatic Studies has published volume IX of the 
Numismatic Digest. The volume includes articles on silver punch-marked coins, 
Demetrius in Bactria and India, Magha coins, Kushan coins, Mughal coins and coins of 
the Bengal Sultans, price Rs.60 or US $15 from the Institute ( PB Anjaneri, Dist. 
Nasik, Maharashtra, 422 213, India). 

10. Robert S Wicks has published an article entitled "The Ancient Coinage of Mainland 
Southeast Asia", in the Journal of Southest Asian Studies, vol. XVI no.2 (Sept. 
1985), pp. 195-225. 

11. The Spink Numismatic Circulars for December and February have included several 
articles of interest to ONS members. The December issue contained an article by 
Samuel Lachman entitled "The Use of Mameluk Coins in the Zaydi Yemen in the late 
9th/15th century", and the first part of an article by Saran Singh on "Unlisted 
Private Estate Tokens of British North Borneo 1882-1924". The February circular 
contained the second part of Saran Singh's article as well as an article on "The Gold 
Coins of the Burmese Kings" by Michael Robinson and Lewis Shaw. The May circular 
contains an item by Michael Robinson entitled "The Metal Composition of the Coins of 
Patalung and Smggora" and a review of a book published in Hong Kong with the title 
"A History of Chinese Currency (16th century BC - 20th century AD). 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO SASAMIAN COINS D Sel lwood, P Whi t t i ng , R Will iams; Spink , London; 1985 

Reviewed by Susan Tyler -Smith 

The s u c c e s s of t h i s book comes as no s u r p r i s e . I t i s c h e a p , p o r t a b l e and easy to use . 
Sasanian c o i n s a r e a t t r a c t i v e and a s t o n i s h i n g l y cheap, ensur ing t h a t many c o l l e c t o r s who 
do no t s p e c i a l i s e in O r i e n t a l c o i n s have a few in t h e i r c a b i n e t s . Thus an a c c e s s i b l e 
handbook in which they can " look them up" and which w i l l a l s o t e l l them s o m e t h i n g about 
the h i s t o r y of the pe r i od i s sure t o be p o p u l a r . 

T h i s IS t h e f o u r t h s y n t h e s i s of p a s t r e s e a r c h t o be p u b l i s h e d in E n g l i s h p u r e l y on 
S a s a n i a n c o i n s . V a l e n t i n e ' s 1921 handbook, t o which the a u t h o r s pay t r i b u t e , was the 
f i r s t , soon f o l l o w e d by P a r u c k ' s (1924) much more s u b s t a n t i a l work. T h i s l i s t e d , in an 
a n n o t a t e d b i b l i o g r a p h y , a l m o s t e v e r y work on S a s a n i a n c o i n a g e , h i s t o r y , geography , 
l a n g u a g e , a r t e t c and i n c l u d e d a s h o r t s u r v e y of t h e n u m i s m a t i c l i t e r a t u r e . I t a l s o 
summarised p r e v i o u s work and included h i s own ideas on the coinage. After an i n t e r v a l of 
nea r ly 50 y e a r s Gobi 's Sasanian Numismatics appeared (English e d i t i o n 1971), compressing 
and ana lys ing the in fo rmat ion to such an e x t e n t t h a t even in t r a n s l a t i o n h i s t e x t i s not 
always easy to fo l low, though h i s t a b u l a t i o n s a r e i n v a l u a b l e . S ince Gobi ' s work t h e r e has 
been c o n s i d e r a b l e l i t e r a t u r e , o f ten s c a t t e r e d and i n a c c e s s i b l e in obscure j o u r n a l s . 

Any new book c l a i m i n g to be an i n t r o d u c t i o n t h e r e f o r e has a c o n s i d e r a b l e task to perform 
and t h i s review i s concerned with t h r ee q u e s t i o n s : 

1 . To what e x t e n t can the beginner or n o n - s p e c i a l i s t r e ly on i t ? 
2 . How use fu l IS I t as a guide to r e c e n t work? 
3 . Where the a u t h o r s put forward t h e i r own ideas how good are they? 

The ar rangement of the book i s s i m i l a r to t h a t of David Sel lwood's The Coinage of P a r t h i a . 
A b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l summary i s g i v e n for each k i n g , f o l l o w e d by d r a w i n g s of t h e t y p e s 
i ssued (not a lways very good, see Khusrau I I ) wi th the i n s c r i p t i o n s w r i t t e n out in fu l l in 
P a h l e v i . One s h o u l d h e r e t a k e n o t e of t h e a u t h o r ' s remark (p.71) t h a t m i s - s p e l l i n g s , 
a b b r e v i a t i o n s and o m i s s i o n s a r e a l l t o o common - one r a r e l y s e e s on t h e c o i n s of the 
e a r l i e r pe r iod the long i n s c r i p t i o n s as they appear in the book. There f o l l o w s a l i s t of 
denomina t ions i s sued and v a r i e t i e s o c c u r r i n g , w i th , where r e l e v a n t , the mint abb rev i a t i ons 
in use . As we l l as t h i s ca t a logue t h e r e a r e 62 pages of i n t r o d u c t o r y ma t t e r cover ing such 
s u b j e c t s as denomina t ions , mint ing technology , s c r i p t , r e l i g i o u s symbolism, da t ing and 
min t s . There i s a good s e c t i o n on f o r g e r i e s , wi th blow-up i l l u s t r a t i o n s t o i l l u s t r a t e the 
p o i n t s made. A s h o r t s e c t i o n on o ther Sasan ian a r t forms i s a l s o inc luded . There are 16 
p l a t e s , seven and a hal f being of (genuine) c o i n s . 

In t h e i r p r i n c i p a l aim to produce an e a s y - t o - u s e guide to the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of Sasanian 
c o i n s , t h e a u t h o r s have succeeded a d m i r a b l y . The t e x t i s easy t o u n d e r s t a n d and 
i n t e r e s t i n g , the drawings u s u a l l y e x p l i c i t and the no tes on denominat ions u se fu l . There 
a r e a few odd m i s t a k e s eg . A r d a s h i r I ' s d a t e s a r e g i v e n as c .224-242 on p.73 and a s 224-
240 on p . 2 1 , and s u r e l y p l a t e 17 i s a drachm of V a r h r a n I I I , no t Horraizd I ? i n e v i t a b l y 
one wishes t h a t more types of co ins were i l l u s t r a t e d and more v a r i e t i e s mentioned. The 
wide v a r i e t y of s t y l e found in t h e d rachms of Shapur I I i s i l l u s t r a t e d by 4 c o i n s on ly and 
no d e t a i l s a r e g i v e n of t h e e a s t e r n i s s u e s . No m e n t i o n i s made in t h e t e x t of the l a r g e 
v a r i e t y of p e l l e t s and c r e s c e n t s which o f t en appear by the f i r e a l t a r f lames on drachms of 
Yazdgerd I , nor of the Pahlev i M which i s p laced on the l e f t s ide on the r e v e r s e of Peroz 
d r a c h m s , though bo th t h e s e v a r i e t i e s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d in t h e p l a t e s . I t would have been 
usefu l to have some exp lana t ion of these common v a r i a t i o n s . 

The l i s t of k i n g s who i s s u e d c o i n s i s on t h e whole c o n v e n t i o n a l though t h e r e a r e some 
o m i s s i o n s and i n c l u s i o n s wor th n o t i n g . V a r h r a n I I I i s i n c l u d e d , though t h e r e i s no 
m e n t i o n of t h e a r t i c l e (1) on which t h e a u t h o r s base t h e i r j u s t i f i c a t i o n for r e -
a t t r i b u t i n g c o i n s t o t h i s k i n g . A z a r m i d o k h t , a s h o r t - l i v e d queen who r u l e d in t h e 
t u r b u l e n t pe r i od fo l lowing Khusrau I I , c o i n s of whom have been r e c e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d by Dr 
Mochiri ( 2 ) , IS l i s t e d , though two kings a l s o i d e n t i f i e d by Mochiri (3) a re n o t . 

Some comments made in pass ing and some of the f a c t s given a re mis l ead ing . In d i scuss ing 
v a r i e t i e s of Khusrau II drachms (p.156) they s t a t e t h a t ^ O U "or o ther words" 
a p p e a r in t h e o u t e r o b v e r s e f i e l d . They do n o t say what t h e s e o t h e r s words a r e , and the 
drachm t h e y i l l u s t r a t e ( p l a t e 66) i s one w i t h an A r a b i c l e t t e r , no t a P a h l e v i one . In 
d i s c u s s i n g t h e d r a c h m s of Buran they m e n t i o n t h e r e a r e two s t y l e s ; a w e s t e r n one and a 
l e s s s o p h i s t i c a t e d e a s t e r n one. In f a c t the l a t t e r comes only from the mint of Sakastan; 
the e a s t e r n mint of Hera t , on the o the r hand, produced the s tunning p i e c e i l l u s t r a t e d by 
M o c h i r i (3) p . 7 4 , f i g . 1 2 1 . For each k ing t h e a u t h o r s l i s t t h e m i n t s in o p e r a t i o n a t the 

by 
e 

e 
k 

on 

be of l i t t l e h e l p g i v e n t h e p r e s e n t f r a g m e n t a r y s t a t e of knowledge . The i n f o r m a t i e 
q u o t e d s h o u l d however have been based on d a t a t a k e n from p u b l i s h e d c o i n s or seen by th 
a u t h o r s in p u b l i c or p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s . To say t h a t Khusrau I , for e x a m p l e , s t r u c 
drachms a t L. 'JJ\ ' BLH Balkh for y e a r s 6-27 i s very mis l ead ing . Th i s informat ion 
was presumably taken from Paruck who l i s t s y e a r s 6 and 27. This in i t s e l f was probably a 
m i s t a k e on P a r u c k ' s p a r t , p o s s i b l y a m i s r e a d i n g of BÏS. M o c h i r i (3) who has s t u d i e d 

= H ) | and _ V ^ J in g r e a t d e t a i l and pub l i shed as many d i f f e r e n t co ins as he was ab le to 
l o c a t e , i l l u s t r a t e d none for Khusrau I . 

The b i b l i o g r a p h y i s inadequa te . A mass of m a t e r i a l has appeared s ince Gobi ' s book, a good 
dea l of i t in non-numismat ic p e r i o d i c a l s . The o p p o r t u n i t y should have been taken to l i s t 
t h e more i m p o r t a n t and r e l i a b l e of r e c e n t works and i n d i c a t e t h o s e w i t h u s e f u l 
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s . The "Se lec t Bib l iography" i s not only far too s h o r t but t h e " s e l e c t i o n " 
of I tems i s c a p r i c i o u s . Why included B iva r ' s 1964 w r i t e - u p of the H i l l a Hoard and ignore 
Gyse len ' s r e c e n t accoun t s of far l a r g e r hoards? Why i nc lude i n a c c e s s i b l e background works 
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in Russ ian (Lukonin) and o b s o l e t e surveys by de Morgan (Numismatique Or i ën t a l e ) and ignore 
the c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Frye, Gignoux, C u r i e l and Simon? With regard to Sasanian copper , the 
v a s t m a j o r i t y of p u b l i s h e d s p e c i m e n s come from e x c a v a t i o n r e p o r t s , none of which a r e 
mentioned. The absence of t e x t u a l r e f e r e n c e s compounds t he se shor tcomings . 

I f e e l i t i s necessa ry to comment on some of the s t a t e m e n t s made about mint a b b r e v i a t i o n s 
in the book. Although resea rch i n t o Sasanian co ins has been in p r o g r e s s s ince de Sacy in 
1793 f i r s t i d e n t i f i e d them and t r a n s l a t e d P a h l e v i for wes te rn s c h o l a r s , they a re by common 
c o n s e n t a d i f f i c u l t s e r i e s w i t h many a s y e t u n s o l v e d p r o b l e m s . No one book cou ld be 
produced about which a l l or even most s c h o l a r s would ag ree , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the f i e l d of 
min t a b b r e v i a t i o n s . T h i s s u b j e c t has a l m o s t m o n o p o l i s e d r e c e n t r e s e a r c h and a l t h o u g h 
obv ious ly an impor t an t aspec t i t i s only one of the many a r ea s where t he re i s s t i l l much 
to be d o n e . I t i s p e r h a p s r a t h e r u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t anyone can "have a go" a t m i n t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . The reason t h a t t h e r e i s so much argument about a t t r i b u t i o n s i s t h a t the 
s u b j e c t i s ex t r eme ly complex and a scho la r i n t e r e s t e d in u n r a v e l l i n g even one a b b r e v i a t i o n 
must no t only be ab l e to cope wi th the confus ions of the Pah l ev i a lphabe t but must a l s o 
t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e e v i d e n c e t o be g l e a n e d from s e a l s and b u l l a e and o t h e r o r i g i n a l 
Pah l ev i t e x t s as we l l as h i s t o r i c a l and geog raph i ca l d a t a , which may involve c o n s u l t a t i o n 
of o r i g i n a l A r a b i c , S y r i a c , Armen ian , G e o r g i a n , C h i n e s e and o t h e r t e x t s . F u n d a m e n t a l 
e r r o r s a r e easy to make u n l e s s t h i s i s done. 

The a u t h o r s say t h a t the enormous (3 f igure) l i s t s of min ts proposed by p a s t s c h o l a r s a re 
not c o r r e c t . S l i g h t v a r i a t i o n s in epigraphy cannot c o n s t i t u t e a d i f f e r e n t mint (though 
t hey p r o p o s e one such t h e m s e l v e s ) . I n r e c t i f y i n g t h i s t h o u g h , t hey go t o t h e o t h e r 
ext reme and amalgamate mint a b b r e v i a t i o n s when t h e r e i s no v a l i d reason for doing so. Out 
knowledge of S a s a n i a n mint o r g a n i s a t i o n i s no t s u f f i c i e n t for us t o be a b l e t o say w i t h 
conf idence t h a t two d i f f e r e n t a b b r e v i a t i o n s were used s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . This was c e r t a i n l y 
done in Byzan t ium eg . NIKO, NIK ana NIKM on yea r 12 f o l i e s of J u s t i n i a n I , but we have 
nothing to i n d i c a t e the same was p r a c t i s e d in I r an . 

One of t h e s t r a n g e s t g roups of a t t r i b u t i o n s i s t h e s p l i t t i n g of t h e a b b r e v i a t i o n |_J GO 
( s o m e t i m e s i n c o n s i s t e n t l y t r a n s l i t e r a t e d a s GU) and f-J 2U. The d i v i s i o n i s made 
accord ing to whether or not the two l e t t e r s a re jo ined (conversa t ion wi th R Wi l l i ams) . GO 
i s a t t r i b u t e d t o Gurgan, w h i l s t zu i s ama lgama ted w i t h / (_j/_J ZOZNO and a t t r i b u t e d to 
Zuzan. F i r s t l y t h e s p l i t t i n g of |_J i n t o two s e p a r a t e m i n t s i s a s k i n g too much of t h e 
e p i g r a p h y . S a s a n i a n mint a b b r e v i a t i o n s were no t a l w a y s c a r e f u l l y drawn. S e c o n d l y , t o 
a t t r i b u t e the two l e t t e r s when unjoined to Gurgan i s ignor ing the evidence of the b u l l a e . 
A very c l e a r b u l l a of Gurgan i l l u s t r a t e s the c e n t r a l a b b r e v i a t i o n of the name _i p wi th the 
f i r s t two l e t t e r s j o i n e d (Gignoux (4) b. 6.1a and M o c h i r i (3) p.3d5) I t has been shown 
t h a t o f f i c i a l b u l l a e l ink very c l o s e l y wi th mint a b b r e v i a t i o n s , and t he re seems to be no 
r e a s o n in t h i s i n s t a n c e to go a g a i n s t t h e i r e v i d e n c e . G y s e l e n (5) u s i n g t h e s e b u l l a e 
a rgues onp s t a g e fu r the r and says t h a t the a b b r e v i a t i o n for Gurgan i s t h e r e f o r e _J).j GUR 
no t ) ) GU. T h i r d l y ZOZNO i s a s h o r t l i v e d a b b r e v i a t i o n o p e r a t i n g c h i e f l y 
d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of Hormizd IV and p r o d u c i n g a few, m o s t l y very c r u d e c o i n s . GU on t h e 
o t h e r hand i s ve ry common and o p e r a t e d for a long t i m e , i n c l u d i n g d u r i n g Hotraizd IV 's 
r e ign . The a u t h o r s ' l i s t i n g of ZOZNO for both Kavad I and Khusrau I i s very mis lead ing in 
s p i t e of t h e i r i n t r o d u c t o r y cavea t t h a t mint names may have forms longer or s h o r t e r than 
those noted . 

E l s e w h e r e , t h e a u t h o r s say t h a t t h e a b b r e v i a t i o n p)—U s h o u l d be read AUT or ANT and 
"There do n o t seem t o be any p r e c e d e n t s for t a k i n g i t t o r ead ART...." ( t h e n o r m a l l y 
a c c e p t e d r e a d i n g ) . T h i s form of t h e l e t t e r R i s in f a c t t h e c o r r e c t form, and t h e 
a b b r e v i a t i o n t h u s w r i t t e n a p p e a r s on a b u l l a , F rye (6) 1.219. The a b b r e v i a t i o n Qy-\JJU 
( t r a n s l i t e r a t e d by the a u t h o r s as NIHCh and a t t r i b u t e d by them to Nishapur) i s very common 
from I t s f i r s t a p p e a r a n c e under Khusrau I and s t r i k e s for most of t h e l a t e , s h o r t l i v e d 
r u l e r s a f t e r Khusrau I I . I t has been much d i s cus sed by s c h o l a r s in r ecen t yea r s wi th no 
c o m p l e t e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n be ing o f f e r e d . I do no t f e e l t h a t t h e s u g g e s t i o n of 
Nishapur i s a he lp fu l one. The name of the town in Sasan ian t imes was Nev-Shapur and was 
w r i t t e n Nywshpwhly. I t i s not t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t o a t t r i b u t e NIHCh to Nishapur. 

F i n a l l y I would l i k e to take i s s u e wi th the a u t h o r s a t t r i b u t i o n s of the very common mint 
a b c e v i a t i o n s ^—i) , u s u a l l y t r a n s l i t e r a t e d a s BBA, a s w e l l a s t h e r a r e name 3"^J 
to Balkh . Although t h i s a t t r i b u t i o n i s not an o r i g i n a l one by the p r e s e n t a u t h o r s , " i t s 
i n c l u s i o n in t h e i r book shows a c e r t a i n d i s r e g a r d for the h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s as we c u r r e n t l y 
know them. For t h e sake of k e e p i n g t h i s r e v i e w w i t h i n t o l e r a b l e l i m i t s I w i l l not 
r e h e a r s e t h i s s u b j e c t h e r e b u t w i l l r e t u r n t o i t a t some l e n g t h in a f u t u r e N e w s l e t t e r . 

So, t o sum up, the p r e s e n t volume has much to commend i t , and many c o l l e c t o r s w i l l f ind i t 
of g r e a t b e n e f i t . I t does c o n t a i n a number of p r o v o c a t i v e s t a t e m e n t s . T h i s , in 
p r i n c i p l e , i s good but such s t a t e m e n t s need to be soundly based. I am not convinced t h a t 
the a u t h o r s have succeeded in doing t h i s in a number of c a s e s . 
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SOMB MOGHAI. MOVBLTIES by Stan Goron 

1 . A rupee of Shah Jehan I m h i s p r e - a c c e s s i o n name of Khurram 

Rupees bear ing Shah J e h a n ' s p r e - a c c e s s i o n name of Khurram are very r a r e . H i t h e r t o , only a 
coule have been p u b l i s h e d , both s t ruck a t Lahore. A new type has now come to l i g h t from 
t h e m i n t of Kabu l . The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n i s b a s e d on a r u b b i n g s e n t t o u s , and 
because the legend i s n e i t h e r f u l l y c l e a r nor comple te on the co in , i t must a t t h i s s tage 
be taken as t e n t a t i v e . 

Obv. 

Kalima 
e t c . 

Reverse 

P e r s i a n i n s c r i p t i o n 
NasTr-ud-din Jeha(? ) 
Bad Shah Ghazi; 
Khurram Bad Shah Jehan 
Zarb Kabul 

The Lahore c o i n s b e a r t h e l a q a b N a s T r - u d - d m ; t h i s i s no t c l e a r on t h e p r e s e n t c o i n b u t 
may w e l l be p r e s e n t in t h e p o s i t i o n i n d i c a t e d . The word /_p> in t h e s e c o n d l i n e i s 
puzz l i ng ; i t may be C' L'-—-. (Jehan) wi th the 'nun' miss ing (the Lahore c o i n s read 'NasTr-
ud -d in - J e h a n . . . . ' . The r e a d i n g of ' J e h a n ' above t h e m i n t name i s a l s o v e r y s p e c u l a t i v e . 
The c o i n seems t o be u n d a t e d b u t would have been s t r u c k in AH 1037. The w e i g h t i s no t 
a v a i l a b l e . 

2 . A rupee of R a f i ' - u d - P a u l a h (Shah Jehan I I ) 

RafI ' -ud-Daulah re igned b r i e f l y for some four and a ha l f months dur ing the year AH 1131. 
On h i s a c c e s s i o n he took t h e t i t l e of Shah J e h a n I I . H i s c o i n s a r e g e n e r a l l y s c a r c e and 
h i t h e r t o a l l have b o r n e h i s p o s t - a c c e s s i o n t i t l e of Shah J e h a n . R e c e n t l y , howeve r , a 
r u p e e has been d i s c o v e r e d b e a r i n g h i s t i t l e R a f I ' - u d - D a u l a h . I t was s t r u c k a t D a r - u l -
Khair Ajmir and i s d e s c r i b e d be low:-

Obv 

J^ 
y3 Jl C^\y ^ 

T ' 
Rev. 

O/ 
/ J 

O 

-rj Ü 

>>\ r"^^ 
Mohammed Raf I ' - ud -Dau lah 
Bad Shah Ghazi 
Sikka (Mubarak) 

Zarb Dar -u l -Kha i r Ajmir 
Manus 

Maimanat 
Ahad J a l u s 

The c o i n bears the regna l year Ahad (one) a s would be e x p e c t e d , bu t no h e ] i r a d a t e . The 
weight of the co in i s not a v a i l a b l e . 
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A LAaGB COIH OF THB WBSTBRM HSIA DYNASTY by N' G R h o d e s 

«r 

! Ï 
•y 

»,. 
»^V-<i-

I t i s r a c e t o f i n d a Ch inese c o i n t y p e t h a t has t o t a l l y e s c a p e d t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e 
numerous c o l l e c t o r s and s c h o l a r s who have s t u d i e d and w r i t t e n a b o u t t h e C h i n e s e c a s h 
c o i n s . When such a p iece does tu rn up, i t i s u s u a l l y f a l s e . 

In t h a t l i g h t , t h i s i ron coin of t h e Ch ' ien Yu (1169-93) e r a of the Western Hsia Dynasty, 
should be viewed very s c e p t i c a l l y . Al l c o i n s of t h i s Tangut Dynasty, which ru led in North 
Western China, a re r a r e , and most of them a r e of b r a s s " — • - - ' " ' 
th 
S 

h i s very Emperor, and l a rge s i z e i ron c o i n s a re known of h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , th' 
ung , from m i n t s s l i g h t l y f u r t h e r s o u t h , in Szechuan . However, no o t h e r l a r 

whether i ron or copper, are known of t h i s dynas ty 

However, i ron c o i n s a r e known of 
the Southern 

ge c o i n s . 

As r e g a r d s t h e f a b r i c , t h e c o i n was l a c q u e r e d some y e a r s ago , p r e s u m a b l y for p r o t e c t i o n 
a g a i n s t t h e i n e v i t a b l e r u s t , bu t t h e r u s t i s showing t h r o u g h a g a i n , and I have had to 
enhance the rubbing s l i g h t l y . However, the co in i s in reasonably sound c o n d i t i o n for an 
Icon p i e c e , and looks and f e e l s p e r f e c t l y genu ine . 

In conc lu s ion , t h i s p i ece f a l l s i n t o the ca t egory of Chinese co ins t h a t I would very much 
l i k e to be genuine , can see no f i rm reason for condemning as f o r g e r i e s , but j u s t seem too 
good to be t r u e I 

Has anyone e l s e seen such a p i ece? 

TWO UHPOBLISHBD KAKWAYHID DIRHEMS by Raymond J Hebert 

The s u b j e c t of t h i s paper d e v e l o p e d o u t of a g roup of ma in ly I r a n i a n c o i n s b r o u g h t i n t o 
the U.S. N a t i o n a l Numismatic C o l l e c t i o n for a t t r i b u t i o n . This was in November 1985. Most 
of the p i e c e s were r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l P a r t h i a n or Sasan ian , but two of them were i n t e r e s t i n g 
enough t o make a pe rmanen t r e c o r d h e r e . The p i e c e s were a l l e g e d t o have been in t h e 
f a m i l y ' s p o s s e s s i o n for a t l e a s t t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s and to have been o b t a i n e d from a 
shepherd who found them on land owned by the fami ly . 

The p i e c e s were Kakwayhid and seem t o be u n p u b l i s h e d . The Kakwayhids were a minor 
Daylaraite dynasty e s t a b l i s h e d in w e s t - c e n t r a l I r a n in the e l even th cen tu ry , c en t e r ed about 
I s f a h a n , by ' A l a ' ud-Daula Muhammad b i n Dushmanzar . I t l a s t e d u n t i l t h e d e f i n i t i v e 
conquest of I s f ahan by the Se l j uqs in 443 /1051 , but was under t h e i r s u z e r a i n t y a f t e r about 
434 /1042-3 . 

I n view of t h e r a r i t y of p i e c e s of t h i s d y n a s t y { a p a r t from p i e c e s from a hoa rd of s e v e r a l 
k i lograms of gold d i n a r s of I s f ahan 435) , I would l i k e to take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o p u b l i s h 
here the fo l l owing : 

1 . s i l v e r , 29.8 mm., 5.173 grams, with loop 
Muhammad bin Dushmanzar (AH 398-433) , quot ing h i s ove r lo rd , the Buwayhid a t Rayy, 

Majd-ud-Daulah Rustara (AH 387-420) , and the Cal iph a l -Qad i r b i l l a h (AH 418-422) 

Obv Reverse 
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Inner margin: Outer margin 

-oil j_) 

O u t e r m a r g i n : v:T* 3 ( D C^.'-=' 

(R) _ ^ . (B) ^jojL 

A.^1 *1J1 Jy._^ [ X . ^ 3 

* / ^j ^ c/i-^' J^ *J^ c^--'' ^:/.'i, c:yO^̂  

(T) O u t e r m a r g i n : (L) ? J ^ (T) 

( ? ) j i ,o i : ( R ) ( B ) 

The r e v e r s e f i e l d b e a r s the Quranic legend IX, 33 , the s o - c a l l e d umayyad symbol, which i s 
well-known from o t h e r Kakwayhid c o i n s . The t r a n s l a t i o n i s "(Say He) God i s a l o n e , God i s 
e t e r n a l . He b e g e t s not and i s not bego t t en , nor i s t h e r e l i k e unto Him anyone." The inner 
r e v e r s e margin r eads "Muhammad i s the p rophe t of God s e n t with guidance and the r e l i g i o n 
of t r u t h , t o make i t p r e v a i l over every o t h e r r e l i g i o n , averse though i d o l a t e r s may be." 

T h e r e a r e four i s o l a t e d words in t h e o b v e r s e o u t e r m a r g i n . These a r e ( r i g h t ) Nasr ~ 
a s s i s t a n c e , v i c t o r y , d e l i v e r i n g from e v i l ; ( bo t tom) Ta'rain - s a y i n g "amen"; ( l e f t ) Wa 
ayman- i l l u s t r i o u s , f o r t u n a t e ; ( top) z a f i r - v i c t o r i o u s , c o n q u e r o r . Note a l s o t h e word 
S a l a h in t h e upper r e v e r s e f i e l d . T h i s word h a s a v a r i e t y of m e a n i n g s , eg . p r o b i t y , 
v i r t u e , hones ty , p r o p e r , and i s s u r e l y an a t t e m p t by the i ssu ing a u t h o r i t i e s t o a d v e r t i s e 
the good q u a l i t y of the p i e c e . 

T h i s co in would have been s t r u c k sometime between AH 400-420. 

2 . S i l v e r , 26.9 mm, 3.698 grams wi th l o o p . 

Muhammad b i n Dushmanzar , q u o t i n g t h e Buwayhid a t Rayy M a j d - u d - U a u l a h , and the 
Buwayhid Sima-ud-Daulah Abu-1 Hasan, a t Hamadan from 412-414 (when he was deposed by ibn 
Kakwayh) as we l l as the Cal iph a l -Qad i r b i l l a h : -

Obv. Rev, 

\yr^\ ) ^ \ 

Margins: Cl ipped and i l l e g i b l e 

Only two of the four i s o l a t e d words in the r e v e r s e ou te r margin of t h i s p i e c e a r e a t a l l 
l e g i b l e , and even t h e n t h e r e i s room t o d o u b t t h e i r i d e n t i t y . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t by 
a n a l o g y w i t h t h e s i l v e r d i n a r of M a ] d - u d - D a u l a h Abu T a l i b Rustam, s t r u c k a t Rayy in AH 
1387 and i l l u s t r a t e d on t h e back j a c k e t of M i c h a e l Broome's A Handbook of I s l a m i c 
N u m i s m a t i c s , t h e s e four words cou ld be D a u l a t ( w e a l t h , power, r e i g n , s t a t e ) - wahadah 
(one) - 'Amr ( f a i t h ) - T h a b i t ( f i r m , c o n s t a n t , t r u e ) . The word Khara j ( t a x , t r i b u t e ) in 
t h e upper obverse f i e l d should a l s o be noted. 

Th i s co in would have been s tuck some time between AH 412 and AH 414, 

The l i t e r a t u r e on the coinage of t h i s s m a l l dynasty remains spa r se . Mi l e s ' works remain 
t h e most c o m p l e t e and b e s t n u m i s m a t i c s o u r c e s . I l i s t below t h e 4 most i m p o r t a n t 
r e f e r e n c e s : 

M i l e s , G . C . , "A Hoard of Kakwayhid Dirhames", ANS Museum Notes 12, pp .165 -193 , p l .4 i ( -52 . 
"Another Kakwayhid Note" , ANS Museum Notes 18. pp .139-148 , p i . 2 7 . 
"Notes on Kakwayhid c o i n s " , ANS Museum Notes 9, pp .231-236, p i . 1 5 . 
"The co inage of the Kakwayhid Dynas ty" , I r aq 5 (1938), pp89-104, p l . X . 

E d i t o r s ' no t e ; Mr Hebert has provided a f u l l e r b ib l i og raphy which i s a v a i l a b l e from the 
e d i t o r s on r e q u e s t . 
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