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ONS News

Annual General Meeting 5 June 1999.

The annual general meeting of the Society will be held at 2 p.m. on
5 June 1999 at the Cumberland Coin Fair in the Cumberland Hotel,
Marble Arch in London. The business of the meeting will be:

e to receive the Council's report on the activities of the Society
during the previous year;

e to receive and consider the Society's accounts for the previous
year;

e to elect members of the Council.

The Society's constitution provides that at the annual general
meeting in 1999, and at every third annual general meeting
thereafter, all officers and other members of the Society's council
(with the exception of the regional secretaries) are to stand for
election or re-election. The officers are Secretary General, Deputy
Secretary General, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Publications Secretary and not more than
three other members of the Society. The members of the
provisional council are Nick Rhodes, Secretary General; Stan
Goron, Deputy Secretary General and Newsletter Editor; David
Priestley, Treasurer; Peter Smith, Secretary; Joe Cribb,
Publications Secretary; Paul Withers, Membership Secretary; other
members Tony Holmes, Venetia Porter, and Howard Simmons.
All members of the provisional council are standing for re-election
at the meeting. No other candidates have been nominated. If you
are unable to attend the meeting but wish to vote you may appoint
the chairman of the meeting or some other member as your proxy
to vote on a poll in your place. A form of proxy for use at the
meeting is-enclosed. To be valid this must be signed and returned
in accordance with the instructions on it.

After the meeting there will be talks on the following:

e Tony Holmes: a glance at Sri Lanka

e Nicholas Rhodes: Tripura

e David Priestley: a Turkoman subject

All members are invited to attend

New Regional Secretary for the United Kingdom and Ireland
Having acted as Regional Secretary for the United Kingdom and
Ireland since 1975, Ken Wiggins has finally decided to hand over
the reins to a younger member of ONS. Now in his 70s, Ken is one
of the founder members of ONS. He has been collecting coins
since he was a small boy and his main area of interest for many
years has been the coins of the Indian Princely States and other
contemporary Indian issues. A short profile of Ken appeared in
Newsletter 106 (May-June 1987). The Society is greatly indebted
to Ken for all his work on its behalf and we hope he will continue
to enjoy his collecting activities and his membership to the full.
The new Regional Secretary, to replace Ken, is Peter Smith,
the Society’s current Secretary, who has generously agreed to take
on both roles. Peter has collected coins since he was very young
and has a broad interest in the ancient and medieval coinage of
Iran, Afghanistan and northern India. He is a lawyer and lives in
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Wandsworth in south west London.

Ken Wiggins

| Peter Smith

Would members in the UK and Ireland please note that any
unpaid subscriptions should be paid as soon as possible to Peter at
the address above.

ONS Website
ONS member Vladimir Belyaev has kindly undertaken to set up an
ONS Website on the Society’s behalf. The address is
http://www.onsnumis.org . At the moment, the site is in an initial
state. The aim is to have information about the ONS and its
activities, its publications, an index of contents of newsletters,
selected articles and information on oriental coins, a forum for
members etc. There would be pages available to the general public
and others for members only. Please have a look at the site as it is
at the moment and let me and Vladimir have any comments and
suggestions.

I have compiled an extensive index of newsletter contents
which is now available on the site. Any members wishing to have a
copy of the file by e-mail should let me know.

Back-copies of Newsletters

Back copies of most of the Newsletters (not necessarily all issues,
though photocopies can be made of most of those no longer
available) can be obtained from Paul and Bente Withers at Galata
Print. For details of prices etc., contact: Paul Withers, e-mail:
Paul@galatacoins.demon.co.uk, http://www.galatacoins.demon.co.
uk/Netlist/Main.html or by post: The Old White Lion, Market
Street, Llanfyllin, Powys SY22 5BX, UK. Do not forget to include
your mail address. Regional Secretaries also hold limited stocks of
certain back issues of the newsletter.

From the Editor

With this issue we are publishing a supplement by Steve Album
entitled The anonymous coinage of the Barakzays and their rivals
in Aghanistan: a reappraisal.
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Jena

The regional meeting of the ONS, which, in previous years, has
taken place in Tiibingen, will be held next time in Jena on 17 to 18
April 1999. The programme will be as follows:

Saturday, 17 April 1998

14.00 Welcome

14.30 L. Baratova, Taschkent: The Silk Road between the
Sasanian and Chinese Kingdoms

15.00 A. Naymark, Berlin: Bukharkhuda Drachms

15.30 M. Feodorov, llmenau: The Jalalabad hoard of
Qarakhanid Dirhams

16.00 Coffee break

16.30 S. Heidemann, Jena: The Murom Hoard, Gouvernement
Wladimir

17.00 L. Ilisch, Tiibingen: Hares and ravens on coins of the
Mongol period

17.30 J.-H. Hinrichs, Bremen: Shiite coins of the Ilkhan period
(1282-1345 AD)

19.00 Dinner and informal gathering in the “Schwarzen Biren",
Lutherplatz 1, Lutherzimmer.

Sunday, 18 April 1999

9.30 D. Schnidelbach, Berlin: The akge issues of Sulaiman
Celebi

10.00 J.Mikeska, Bad Homburg - H. Wilski, Bad Soden: A
hoard from the time of Mehmet 111 (1003-1012)

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 R. Ehlert, Heidelberg: The introduction of the para and

the beshlik in Constantinople during the reign of Murad 1V
11.30 Celil Ender, Istanbul: The Ottoman mint of Giimiishhane
12.00 Celil Ender, Istanbul: The Ottoman army mint

13.00 Lunch

Members of the ONS and other interested in oriental numismatics
are invited to attend. For further information please contact: S.
Heidemann, Institut fiir Sprachen und Kulturen des Vorderen
Orients, Orientalisches Miinzkabinett, Loebdergraben 24a, D-
07743 Jena, Germany. Tel: ++49 3641 944850

e-mail: x7hest@dagobert.rz.uni-jena.de.

London
The ONS meeting at the British Museum Coin and Medal
Department on Saturday 13 March 1999, mentioned in the previous
newsletter duly took place, immediately after a meeting of the
ONS council. Following coffee, those attending were treated to a
highly informative guided tour by Joe Cribb of the Raffles
exhibition then on display at the British Museum. Then after lunch,
three talks were given, namely:
Vesta Curtis: Parthian coins in the service of Parthian art history
Elizabeth Errington: Numismatic evidence for dating Buddhist
remains in Gandhara
Virginia Hewitt: the paper money of Sri Lanka
There will be an ONS Indian Coin Study Day at the British
Museum, Department of Coins and Medals, 10.30am-4.30pm, 8
May. The topic of the day will be Indian punch-marked coins
Anyone interested in participating or giving a short
presentation, in invited to contact Joe Cribb on 0171 323 8585 or
e-mail jeribb@british-museum.ac.uk

Cambridge Study Day

Pseudo-Mughal Coinage, Second Cambridge Indian Coinage Study
Day, Saturday 12 June 1998, 10.30 - 4.30, at the Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge.

Following the success of last year's Indian Study Day on the
coinage of the Mughals, this year's colloquium will focus on those
issues that purport to be struck for Mughal rulers but were in fact
produced by other authorities. These include the coinages of the
emerging indigenous rulers such as the Marathas, Jats, and Rajputs,
the Princely States down to the 1850s, and the European mercantile
companies. The speakers will include Shailendra Bhandare, Jan
Lingen and Ken Wiggins, and we also hope to involve historians of
the period. Offers of further papers would be very welcome.

The colloquium is open to all. There is no fee, but space will
be limited so those wishing to attend should contact Mark

Blackburn, Department of Coins and Medals, Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge CB2 1RB (te. 01223 332917; e-mail: mabl001
@cam.ac.uk).

Members News

A get-together of ONS members took place during the September
1998 Long Beach Coin & Stamp Exposition, California. Pictured
below at dinner are, from left to right: Hakim Hamidi, Bill Warden,
Dr Larry Adams, Bill Spengler and Rear Admiral Sohail A. Khan.
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Other News

1. Senior Collection OF Indo-Scythic Coins

Oner i period of 40 years R C. Senior amassed the largest and
most comprehensive collection of this senies ever made and it
contains over 90% of all the known coin types. RCS has written
many anticles on these coins and for nearly a decade has been
working on a catalogue and history of the coinage. 1n December
1998 the Ashmolean Muscum, Oxford was enabled to acquire the
catire collection which, together with their existing collection of
Bactrian and Indo-Greek coins, makes the Museum the leader in
the study of ancient onental coinages of north-western India.

In total the Senior Collection comprises 5,600 cons, a great
many of which are known from & ssngle specimen or are very rare
and no study of the Indo-Scythians would be complete withowt
reference to it It is ghly unlikely that such a collection could
ever be amassed again. A lifetime study of these coins has
comvinced the collector that, contrary to reccived wisdom, there
was only one king called Azes - who died ¢.20 BC, tha
Goadophares | ruled ¢ 50 - 5 BC and that if St Thomas dad visit
India then it was Gondophares-Sases he woukl have met ¢. 40 AD,
These conclusions have a direct effect on the identification of the
coimage of the Apracarajas, the chronology of the Kushan and of
the Satraps who followed Azes, Notes on these and related topics
have been published by the ONS over the years and will be fully
covered in the aforementioned catslogue when o finally comes 1o

The Ashmolean is refurbishing the eatrance to the Heberden
Coin Room and when this is compitted, a selection from the Senior
Collection will be exhibited there. A summary of the range of the
collection is as follows:

Ruler / dymasty No. Ruler / dynasty No.
Msocs 86 Sanabares & drachms T6
Arihscs Lx2) Pakoem 9
Vosones growp 144 Cheleoakes 2
1891 Laser Indo-Panbasn ss

Agescas / Aspavarma 256 “Arda Mitra" types 21
193 Parptangas 3

Zesonises 61 Abbarska 6
Misc. rulens 9 Bhumaka 24
Klurahostes fumaly 65 73
Bhadra 2 ofs Nabapana 24

Gy Sala/Sophan 117 Tat/clty on 2
/ thal / city colss I

Gondophases | 21 168
Abdagases 152 Kushan 126
Duplicates Gond/Abd. 61 Parthun 9%
Ovthagnes / Gadana 61 Choresoman 0
Ybouzanes B Easters Arabaa 145
Sarpedanes 39 Other 100

2. Michsel Bates has written to say that he has found the
Encyclopacdia Iranica on the Internet, at least part of it As an
experiment, the editors have put the articles for the letters D and E
on their Web page. These articles can be read and printed. The
letter D includes the articles “Dinar™ and “Dirham” whach yoo may
cnjoy reading The letter E, becavse of Elranica's unusual
translitesation, includes nyen with names beginning "Iha.”

The address is http//www iranica com/

You have to download a fonl to be sble to read the articles - it
is provided on the page and quite casy to use, Hint: download imo
c\Windows\fonts\.  Then close your browser (get off the net) and
come back in agan,

X Emin Ulug (wlug @ masl utexas edu) has informed os that 2 new
clectromic listserver has been set up by Mr. Fawzan Barrage for
discussions related to medicval Islamic numismatics, The parpose
of this discussion grosp is 1o provide “a place 10 share knowledge
and information abost the hobby of collecting Medieval Islamic
coins. It is a place for the novice and the experienced alike. A place
10 meed, exchange the test news, and address the latest concems,”

To date, some 40 persons have alecady signed up for this
service, which functions as either an ¢-mail or inemet-accessible
network for discussions in the lield To date, togics have inchaded
the identification of cotns, deciphening of legends, mints, sources
for books and coins, internct auctions, websites, c¢tc. The
ducussions are very informal but extremely infoemative to both the
novice and the specualist. OF course, these services are free of
charge and participants are under no obligation whatsoever,
Interested parties can sign wp for this service by sending a blank
email message with the following beaders:

TO: islamic_coins-reg-s! | 3@ egroups com

RE: Please join iskamic_coins @egroups. com.

Alternatively, information regarding this group caa be
requessed from the group moderator (Fawzan Barrage) at
barrage@sympatico.ca or myselfl (Emin Ulug) at
ubsg @ mail.utexas.cedu, or by visiting the ¢-group bhelp page
hup-fiwww eGroups comfinforhelp himl

As more anx] more people gain access 1o the internet, it is
hoped that the lisiserver will provide a new avenue for
commumcation among persons imerested in Islamic oamismatics
and we extend a hearty invitation to all members of the ONS.

4. The International congress on Moscy Muscology will be held in
Madrid from 4 to 8 October 1999 in the Casa de la Moneda
Meseum [(acilities. During the course of this congress, the
International Committee for Moactary and Banking Museums
(ICOMON) will hold its V1 annual conference. The theme for the
congress will be A new monetary museology for the 2131 century.
Invitations 1o this congress are extended to all museum
professionals who carry out thedr activitics in the muscums of
banks, mints, numismatic houses. etc. of in those attached (o
university departments, research centres, conservation laboratories
anywhere in the workd. For further information please comact Dr
Rafae] Ferin, Director of the Museo Casa de 1a Moneda, tel: ++34
91 566 6544, (20 ++434 9] 566 6809; c-mail: musco @ fnmt.cs

You can also visit the Museum on the Internet
hup:fwww fnmt es/museo

S American Numismatse Society Acquires New Home

The ANS will be leaving its Audubon Terrace site 10 a new home
o 140 William Street in lower Manhattan's historic, cultural and |
financial centre. The new bocation s a fine seven storey bullding
oniginally built as a bank. It is over the Fublon Sueet subway
station and close to the World Trade Conter. The date for the move
is not yet available.
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6. Hirayama Trainee Curators at the British Museum

As part of a scheme funded by the Hirayama lastitute for Silk
Road Studies, in Kamakura, Japan, the Museum invites young
numasmatists from abroad to study its Central Asian coin collection
and 10 lcam about modern numismatic method and muscom
practice. This year the Museum is hosting two Hirayama Traince
curators: Miss Sutapa Sinha, a fellow of the Centre for
Archacological stedies and Tramning, Eastern Indsa, Calcutta, and
Mrs. Christine Frohlich-Willey, a research student working on coin
collections in the Bibliothéque Nationale and the Musée Guimet,
Paris.

Satapa Sinha is a specialist in the coinages of the Sultanate of
Bengal, and is studying the coisages of Northern India in the pre-
Islamic petiod to broaden her understanding of the context of
Sultanate Coinage. She will be in the Museum until July. Christine
Frohlich-Willey is specialising in the coinages of the | 1
and Iado-Pasthian rubers of ancient Pakistan, and will be with us
until May.

Auction News
Baldwin's Auctions Ltd. recently held their first Islamic auction in
Dubai. For further information on this and future events please
contact Charles Riley, Baldwin's Auctions Lid, 11 Adelphi
Terrace, Loadon WCIN 6BJ, UK 1wch: ++44 171 930 9808, fax:
++44 171 930 9450

Spink & Son Ltd will be auctioning the Turath Collection of
Islamoc coins on 25 May and 13 October 1999 in London. This
collection, formed in the 1970s, contains over 6000 coins in gold,
silver and copper and includes many ranties from the earliest
Umayyad coinage to modern Iran. For more information and the
catalogues please contact Julic Franklin on «444 171 747 6864,
fax: ++44 171 839 4853; c-mail jfranklin@christics.com

New and Recent Publications

“THE DECLINE OF THE INDO-GREEKS' A reappraisal of the
chronology from the time of Menander to that of Azes. R. C.
Senior and D. MacDonald. Monograph 2 of the Hellenic
Numismatic Society. 17.5 x 24.5 ¢, 126 pages of which 70 arc in
English and 56 are the Greek translation of the text. 10 wbles axd
three pages of plates plus map and several other figures and
illustrations in the text.

The following information has been provided by Bob Sealor.
The impetus 10 write this paper came from an overstrike identified
by De. D. MacDonald. Published in this monograph, it is of
Heliocles 1l over Hermsios and changes the considered order of
these kings. A study of all the known overstrikes and examination
of the hoard evidence completely revises the previously accepied
sequences and shows a more logical sucoession of monograms and
types. This necessitates a revised chronology for many of these
‘Indo-Greek”™ monarchs. A possible peripatetsc ‘Court mint” is also
suggested. The relationship with the carly Indo-Scythian comnage is
consadered and the matter of who 1ssued the posthumous- Hermaios
coins. In an addendum a new and remarkable find is published, the
coin of the ‘Indo-Greek” king Artemidoros on which he states that
he is the som of the Scythian king, Mauces! This coin alone forces
one 10 reconsider just who were Scythians and who Greeks in this
time of transition. Several of the coins illustrated are unigue or sot
10 be found in other peblished works and this monograph will
prove to be a landmark in future studics of this series.

Printed in limited nambers, copies can be obtained from the
Hellenic Numismatic Society or direct from R. C. Senior, Butleigh
Court Tower, Glastonbary, Somersct BAG6 85A, U K. (£20 + pp.
£1.50 UK, £2.50 Europe or £4.50 world wide/sirmail). Fax 0044
1458 850119.

NOMIEMATIKA XPONIKA No. 16. The Journal of the Helleaic
Numismatc Society. This publication is issuved ansually to
members (subscription £22) and usuwally averages around 150
pages. Articies are usually in English with a Greek transiation afier
them. The Journal is printed on high quality china clay paper.
Articles of interest to ONS members in volume 16 are: The lant
Gireek kinge in Indicc by R. C. Sendor, which deals with the Kings
called Strato who struck coins in “Jamma' up to the rule of
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Rajuvula. Some early thoughts on the subject have appeased in past
ONS Newsletters. The Tax receipt from Hellenistic Bactria by Rea,
Senior and Hollis. Mostly in Greek but with an Eaglish summary,
this article publishes a colour phoetograph of the only Greek
parchment to survive beaning the name of a Bacuian king -
Antimachos Theos. It also refers (o 1wo joint kings, Eumenes and a
second Antimachos, thus solving the mystery of whether there
were two kings of this name or just one. Two plates of Bactnan
coins are included. Ocher articles are on Greek coins.

The address of the HNS is A Metaxa 28, 106 81 Athens,
Greece, R. C, Sensor has a few copies available.

Vol. 15 had articles By O. Bopearachehi on Sophytes, the
enigmatic ruler, a tribute o Kenneth MucKenzie (ONS member)
by Hans Wilski and A. P. Tzamalis. a note by K. MacKcnzie on A
billet” from Ophrynion, an anticle by P. G, Kokkas Concerning the
Ountoman mint of Serves, and S. K, Kofopoulos The forged billets of
Mytene in the Ottoman period.

Lists Received

1. Stephen Album (PO Box 7386, Santa Ross, Calif. 95407,
USA; tel «4]1 707.539.2120; fax ++1 707.539.3348; c-mail
album@sonic.net), list 151 (February 1999) and list 152 (March
1999)

2. Spink Numismatic Circulsr for February 1999 (Vol. CVII,
number |), included a section of Islamic coins for sake. (Spink &
Son Lud, 56,7 King Street, St Jumes's, London SW1Y 6QS; el
4444 171 930 T88S; fax «+44 171 839 4853).

3. Robert Tye (Loch Eynort, Isle of South Uist, UK, HSS 58 tel
++44 1878 710300, fax ++444 1878 7i10216; c-mail
robert tye @ exlirect.co,uk) Hst ST This is o main stock list,

4. Galene Antiker Kunst (Dr Simonian BmbH, Obersteasse 110,
D-20149 Hamburg, Germany, tel ++49 40 455060, fax ++49 40
448244) list of Islamic and oriental coins, March 1999

5. Jean Elsen (Tervurenlaan 65, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium, tel
+432 2 734 6356, fax ++32 2 735 T778: hatp://www clsen be) list
203, March-Apnil 1999, includes vanous onental coins.

6. Spink Numismatic Circelar, vol. CVH / 3 (Apnl 1999)
contains a list of Otwoman cosns for sale (Spink & Son Lad, 5, 6 and
7 King Street, St. James's, London SWIY 6QS, UK; tel: ++44 171
930 TEES. fax ++44 171 839 4853, e-mail spink @ Minternet com)

Reviews

Magic coins of Java, Bali and the Malay Peninsula by Joe Cribb
288pp B0 plates with 464 coin iIllustrations and figures. London
1999, ISBN 0 7141 0881 2

Publishod by the British Muscum Pross. Price: £75

More than 125 years have passed since the pubbcation of
Millies' catalogue of the coinage of the Indian Archipelago and
Malayan Peninsula which included a substantial number of
Javamese temple coins. In those 125 years only fragmentary
numismatic documentation involving magic pieces was published.
Therefore the publication of the presest book is 2 modern
milestone. The book contains a wealth of documentation not oaly
of the pieces themselves, but 2lso of their pON-Currency purpose
and the background of the ccremonics, symbolism and
mythological figures shown. The catslogue is based on the Raffles
collection of coin-shaped charms from Java in the British Muscsm,
supplemented  with data from other sources, Raffles® activities
emphasize plainly the lack of interest of the Dutch for Javanese
history and culture during the preceding VOC administration that
was devosed mainly to the pursuits of commerce. Only in 1847 did
a Dutch publication appear meationing Javancse temple-
coins(gohogs ).

The picces are classified into 333 different types based on
1050 specimens and grouped within 19 series according 1o their
likely date and place of production,

The catalogue is preceded by a number of introductory
sections, These include:

1. Contert and Arrangemeni,
2. Collections and Scholarship,
3. Classification and Designs.




4. Dating and Function.
5. Magic coins

The 4th section contains an interesting table on their metallic
composition, This gives strong support to the idea that they were
made from melted down Chinese cash

After the catalogue and following the bibliography are two
wpendices. Appendix 1 lists the ongin or whereabouts of the
peeces; appendix 2 gives the translation of the vanious Arabic and
Malay inscriptions. The two appendices are followed by three
mdexes designs, design chements and gencral.

There are 64 plates illustrating 464 specimens and 16
comparative plates with 48 figures.

I have only one major enticism that involves the production
and popularity of use of the gobogs. The author mentions on
several occashons the pracuce of imitating and the use of originals
for the production of moulds as common practice. Together with
the large section on their possible function, this would suggest a
large scale production throughout the ages and a use by a large
namber of people.

The data on coin-finds as mentioned in the Minutes of the
Batavian Society of Arts and Science (MBSAS) in the period
1864-1914, however, show that as compared to the amounts of
Chinese cash and silver Hindu-pieces, the gobogs are generally
found in small numbers. One exception is the find of 415 buried
podogs in 1893 near Bagelen. Evidence for large scale production
1s found only from the beginning of the twenticth ceatury and later,
Ia 1903 the Dutch numismatist Van der Chys suspected the
presence of a fabrication unit on the castern part of Java, based on
the freqeent offers of brand new gobogs

It is a pity that the suthor does not comment on the gobog-
finds referred to in the articke by Robert Wicks (1986). In 1915
ncarly 2500 pteces were found 1 the regron of Kediri and very
sarprisingly according to the Dutch journal “Oudheidkundig
Verstag™ in 1940 more than 8500 gobogs were discovered. The
largest finds of 2500 and 4561 picces were in the regions of
Trtikoelon and Banjoemas respectively

A small nember of minor criticisms can be made.

The criteria for inclusion or exclusion of certain classes of picces
e not quite clear. For example, on the one hand one might argue
against the inclusion of pieces like nos 282 or 283, since they do
not besr figures and are far away from the Javanose-style pieces.
On the other hand they fall within the definition of the term “"Magic
coin™ as given on page 9. But then it is pot cheas why Chinese coin-
shaped charms produced n Java or the Malay Pesunsula, are not
included.

For the sake of completencss and also to uvold the idea of
meglecting noa-British coin prototypes | would prefer 1o have seen
mentioned on page 11 and illustrated in the comparative plates alwo
Mexican/Spanish pieces from series 15 anxd the Chinese/Japanese
pieces from series 17, Group 10 When looking at the semicircular
arc of small stars peesent on some pieces ke nos. 294 and W08,
ome might involuntanly think about a similar design on some US-
trade dollars,

Some alternatives for the wedding idea shosld have been
mentioned, In MBSAS XLVI, page 108/109 (1908), it has been
suggestied that the tree is not a waningi tree, but a coconul tree ( jav.
klapa ) whose leaves (Jav. goen) play an essential role in the
Javancse way of spinning. The fomale figure has been regasded as
the goddess of spinnng

On page 75 the author comments on the use of kepengs on
Bali before the twenticth century. Until as Iste as 1930 kepeags
were still used as small money on the markets.

I am sure this book will revive the study of these loag neglected
Mems and will remain undoubtedly for long time the standard
catalogue for them

T.D.Yih

Ge'ez Legends on Aksumite Coins

Vincent West ©

While various writers! have listed and translated the Ge'ez legends
on the coins of the ancient Exhiopian kiagdom of Aksum. none has
aempred 10 help the reader with no knowledge of the Ge'ez
baguage to unravel them for himself so he has had to take them on
trast, This need not be the case as the vocabulary and grammar

used on coins is limited and this article is imended 10 provide a
basic u ing*,

Ge'ez (Ethiopic) is a Semitic language which survives 1o this day
as the lrrgical language of the Ethiopian Christian Church, Table
1 gives the Ge'cz alphabet of 26 letiers in Ge'ez alphabetic order”.
Five letters have not yet been found on coins and others appear in
only one word. The coin alphabet is an wnvocalised one consisting
of consonants only; rarely vocalised® letter forms indicating a
consonant and specific following vowel are wsed on the coins,
Ge'ez letiers also occur on Aksumute coins in monograms of the
kings' names, as symbols (comtrol marks?) and cven in Greek
legends, Ge'cz punciustion marks appear on rare occasions. All
these arc ootside the scope of this aricle.

Table 2 lists the Ge'cz legends with the coin types on which they
appear. In this and luaubbkomlqmmmd’.

Tuble 1: The Ge'ez Alphabet
Ge'exz letter Roman letter On coins ?
2} =
| yes
o o' yes
o m yes
w 10 yes
& r yes
(1] s yes
+ q yeu - only #n megl
n b yes
+ 1 yes
4 x yes
? n yes
A ’ yes
n k yes
o w yes '
o ’ yes - oaly in y'by
] z yes
¢ y yes
1 4 d yes
1 g yos
m tH no
E p'? no
A st no
0 ' no
£ f yes - only in S0
T p'é no
Table 2. Ge*ez Legends
g ™ | Metanss | O K egred | My Lot
Sy {'nﬂ l ?
D i i - mhiian ’g.-.e-.,_ =
[ s (AR | wegh L lwibiegh bew
NambeOmenn, |19 .2“ - -D:.. =S u-—:"u
e = % 4
S — _T\'&;Mﬁum:
T — 1T 71—
Myes [0, (AR Lot m | 3 i s
Asommees, AGDT | 12000 | AR Legd b inhhﬁau‘
I Man -
PR — 8 — e —
) [ I3 TARAE (g y) (Cimnek )
»min 2
e e —
R VYN Y ST
Vietar DRI AR i net
I T T — T —
[~ - R 15— ; —— '::‘”ggl-
[ S T ) ‘L‘T'.*mmc—__fu. =
I TN €Y T N
Ao {1 A e ! N
e T SN 1073
Tys3 Al R a |

Tables 3 and 4 provide vocabularies of words and names (divine
names, personal names and place names) appearing on coins,
giving the vocalised form (in italics) where known, and the
meaning. In the vocalised form the vowels are and the
consonants may be doubled.




Sometimes, as noted, there are alternative vocalisstions yielding
different meanings. In these tables and Table 5 Roman alphabetic
order” is used for convenience.

Table 5 provides the vocalisation and translabon of each legend.

1 am grateful to David Appleyard for bes help with linguistic issues.
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Table 4, Ge'ex Vocabulary - Names
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Table 5. Translations of Ge‘ez Legends
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NOTES
1. Most recestly Munro-Hay S.C. and Juel-Jensen B, Absumire Coingge
S & Son Lid, 1995 (hencelonth AC) which also costains m extensve

p 3 Pulnote imformation on Ge'ez see Lambdia T.O., /ntroduction

Classcal Exhiopic (Ge'ez). Atlanta, 1978 and Ledau W., Comdise
of Ge ez (Classical Ethiopic), Wiesbaden, 1989

on coins see Munro Hay SC.,

7. The odu—dlalhezlklmbuadaamh ihdfphH

kimmngrsliwayz

9. Usually repescased as A with a dot bedow, bat here for typographical

convenscnce an H. This suffices 5o distinguish # from A abowve excopt as

gmmdumuummmwmummu
o

0. Poesibly pronousced ooginally

1. Mymmulnhadmhdw Simce 1 docs net occar on
coins, it docs nOt appear agan in this articke

12, MOwnmuﬂme.thumln

E! Usuall Mmmm«mwmm
14, 'nu‘nd ch as in Geerman Boc

-
-

frgmentary with porhags two letiess of

E
a

umw l-tleuu myhaauu

19. The lotters g2 in mmM(mmv‘o-ml

20, V" here for refers o 111

21. AGD occurs only a8 & monogram

nly‘yal huhmhqnllhculfunj

23.ACIn

u.mmn»e«m-cmk on Aksumite coins & BICI
25, be'yeya o an cerly form, be'sé & the later one

26. s the imperfect

27 Ia the subjunceve or imperfect form. Yaaktmbunumh
forems yidin snd yadall from the derivod verb ‘adlawa 1o plesse”

28, la the subjunctive form

29. Ia the imperfect form

30. Capétal letters are used by comvestion ia names with unknown
vocalisation

31, See previous mote

32, See previous note
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Notice concerning some rare Sasanian coins

By M I Mochiri, Paris

This note beings to the attention of those inerested in  Sasanian
coins some material apparently unpublished to dase.

1. Ardashir I (A.D. 224 - 241)

It would be surprising if the sign of fravakr, which is usually
present on coins of other kings, did not appear on Shose of Ardashir
I. We can anyway observe this sign engraved on both shoulders of
the littor oa the obverse of coins nos, 1* and 2, These two coins,
found in the same hoard and 1ssued from two different dics, show
that the presence of the sign of fravakr on the coinage of Ardashir |
Is not ex al.

* This coin has already been publsshed in UNESCO's usory of Civilizasons
of Contrl Avin, IW-. Vol Il p &5 Fig. 2

:
a - '

I Obv. Best of king 1., weans coown sumounted by ghobe. &
Slgnoffmuhlmcxhshn&!al from |1 o |:
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2, Shiplr I (A.D, 241-271)

The interest of coin no. 3 concerns the crown of the attendants on
the reverse. Without doubt, studests of Sasanian coins have
wondered why, contrary to those of other kings, the coins of
Shapir I do not have the atiendants wearing cxactly the same
crown a3 the King: in effect, the crowns of the astendants usually
Lack the globe (or korymbos). On the present coin, however, the
atlesdants wear & crown surmounied by the globe. This coin is
thesefore typical of the usual coinage of the Sasanian kings and
atypecal of that of Shipdr I, since this coin Is the only specimen
that | have obscrved during more than 30 years of research.

The coinage of Ardashit | shows on the reverse the image of a
fire altar without attendants, Shipr | is therelore the initiator of
the image of the fire altar with asiendants wearing the crown
without the globe. Aftcrwards with the reigs of his successors until
the end of the dynasty. the attendants wear a crown with the globe.
I suspect that com no. 3 wis dovised al the end of the reign of
Shigpdr | and served as a moddl for his successors
A (»v Bmof r., wears maal crown surmounted by globe,

m and dragery. Logend freen 11 10 1!
lwd aabg)' shpwhly MLK 0 MLK' “vi'n
MNW Ity MN yzd'n st SABrEP U ans e
W hane bavm
Rev, Fise altar. on cither side, attendast with same crown a5 the
Hing s sarmoussed by globe Legends, of left NWL'ZY ...
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An unpublished Mongol dinar from the mint of Shum,
issued by Chingiz Khan
By Lawrence Adams and William Warden, Jr
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(overse Reverse

Sham 2

la 1kah slla lailah il

Allah wabdabu Allab Mohammed
la shenik rasul Allsh

lahuy

Margin: olo o g Aol Sa
(bismillah duriha) hara ed-dinar
11 sanar theman ..

AH (618

Margin: probable legend from
the Karan, mostly incomplete

Wt 2.39 grams

This dinar was minted at Shum (Shuman), a town in modem
Kazakhsizn, This region in Transoxania had been part of the
Khwarazmshah realm, but came under the control of Chingiz Khan
when he defeated “Ala al-din Muhammad in 1220 (AH 617),

This low-weight dinar is rather snusual in that it has the first
part of the Kalima on the obverse and the second part on the
reverse, Neither the Great Khan or the Caliph are cited. Although
the coin is in the style of the Khwarazhmshah dinars, it is apparem
that the mint was no lomger under their control,

Thanks to Steve Album and Doug Nicol for translating the last
number of the date as an ¥ and attributing 1he coin

Finds of dirhems minted in the Chu and Talas valleys in

the middie of the 11th century
by Michael Fedorov

The finds of such coins in north-cast Kirghistan are quite rare and
provide valuable information. In 1973, at the hill-fort of Krasaaia
Rechika (the remains of the mediacval town of Nevaket) in the Cha
valley, a dirhem of Quz Urde was found. According to Mahmud
Kashgan, um was the second name of the mediacval town of
Balasaghua'. This coin was minted in 460/1067-68 in the pame of
the supreme ruler of the Western Qarakhanids, Ibrahim Tafghaj
Khan and his vassal Yusuf b, Burhan al-Daula, The fact that in the
course of internecine war, the Western Qarakhanids reconguered

from the Eastern Qarakhanids not only Ferghana and district but -

also the Chu valley together with Balasaghun, and in so doing re-
established their state 1o the frontiers of what it had been in AH
415, was not meationed in surviving chronicles on the history of
the Qarakhanids. It kas become known only following the
discovery of this dirhem of Quz U . Several other coins found
during the 1960s and through the period of the 19805 at the hill-




forts of Krasnaia Rechka and Burana (the remains of mediaeval
Balasaghun) brosght to light the names of some otherwise
unknown Qarakhanid appanage rulers of the Chu valley duning the
period of the civil wars (1057-1068 AD). In the 1990s, several new
coins were found. Most of these coins were shown 0 me by the
students of the Kirghiz State University where | was lecturing in
the pamismatics, archacology and medineval history of Central
Asia betwoen the years 1971 - 1996,

Duning this period, two rare coins of Taraz (modern Djambul
in Kazakhstan) were shown 1o me by & student who found them at
Sadyr-Kurgan hall-fort (the mediaeval town of Sheldji) in the Talas
valley.

1. Taraz. AH 436 (AD 1044/1045). Diamcter 27.5 mm
Obverse: inthe fleld: 00y 4,8 W/oany DY 3 Wae

Mintdate legend forms a square on the sides of the Kalima:
L ) ¢ 0 g s L ) s pult g’ it 03 ey
Reverse: within a arcle:
2TV o A iy jalnad oo all jaly aUEN ALY Jyu; sania’ s
Circular egend
PS PUDY UL NSPVERN
(Quran 1X.33).

This coin was was struck by the Eastern Qarakhanid Bughra Khan
Muhammad, son of Qadir Khan Yusuf, who was the head of the
Eastern Qarakhanids with his capital at Kashgar. After the death of
Qadir Khan, Muhammad b, Yusuf obtained possession of Shash,
Ispidjab and Taraz as as appanage dominion. Hitherto, only the
coins of AH 428, 431, 441 and 445 of Taraz, minsed by this ruler
were known The coin published here gives a new date of AH 436,

2. Taraz. AH 435x (ic between AH 451-459, AD 1059-1067).
Diameter 285 mm
Obverse: Inthe field 4 2 ¥ sy B4 D125

Mint/date Jegend form a square on the sides of the Kalima:
Re e ) i;““"’-""““'"'"o“-})h'n,-h...l...
verse: within a arcle:
ircular legend: Rl s Ll 2y ) b Ll jal wlid
S o x Jiey sana/all 2gn b b gladla’aD

(Qur'an 1X, 33) ¥ ale) ...

This coin gives us valuable information. Profiting from the civil
war among the Eastern Qarakhanids, the head of the Western
Qarakhanids, Ibrahim Tafgha) Khan attacked them and
reconquered from them Ferghana, Shash, 1k, Isbidjab and Quz
Urdu, whick were lost by the Western Qurakhanids to Qadir Khan
Yusuf in the war he started around AD 1025, The fate of Taraz was
not known. The coin of AH 45x proves that this town was alo
reconquered by the Western Qarakhanids, as Ibeahim Tafgha)
Khan minted coins there.

Another ineresting dithem shown 1o me was found at the hill-fort
of Burana,

3 Taraz. AH 449; AD 1057-1058. Diameter 24.5 mm
Obverse: in the fickk (g ¥y N Y e

Mintdate legend forms 2 square on the sides of the Kalima:
Dlanes) 3 cone f s Lo Y gl il i L s
Reverse: within a circle:
A X ) Jad dLad N ol ailad A Sy saina’ ol
Circalar legend: ot it/ pll g alad /gl
(Qur'an X, 33) , &9 41e) 4B ) sasa

According to Ibn al-Athir?, Bughra Khan Muhammad samed as
beir apparest his elder son Husain, One of bis wives, the mother of
his youngers son Inrahim, contemplated a coup d'éat, In AH 449
(AD 1057-1058), she poisoned Bughra Khan, ordercd his brother
Arslan Khan 10 be strangled (3¢ had been imprisoncd by Bughra
Khan), slavghtered several other Qarakhanids and brought her son
to the throse. Some time later she sent him with an army against
Inal-tekin, the Qarakhanid ruler of Basskhan, [brahim's 2army was

routed asd he fell in the battle. The head of the Western
Qarakhanids, Tafghaj Khan Ibrahim b Nasr wsed this to his
advantage. He attacked the Eastern Qarakhanids and reconguered
Taraz (as coin number 2 shows) and other terntosies lost to Qadir
Khan Yusuf about thirty years previously.

So dithem sumber 3 above was the first known coin of
Ibeahim b, Mubsmmad. From this coin we learn that his regal title
was Arslan Khagin, his kunya Abd 'l muzaffar and his laqab “fzz
al-din.

L. V. D. Gomacheva wmmn-mm
antambl Kirghuzid Frunze 1983, p S8 o
2. M N Fedorov: Polircheskaia troriia Karakhanidov vo veorst polovine
XI veka. N-un-lumm Xlll Maoskva 1980, pp. 4344,
Monety idushehie po sledam zavoevatelei Po m-mvuma
kul'tery Kirghizstana, Fresre 1982 pp. 76-79, fig 48, &5

?.%‘V \z.‘smold. Ocherk istors Semirech'(a. tom 2 chast’ /. Moskva
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A new type of coin with the threatening legend
By Michael Fedorov

In the Museum of History and Folk Lore ot Osh in the Kirghiz
Republic there is a colkction of mediacval coins gathered by the
late archacologist E V. Druzhinina with the help of Osh school-
children. Two of the coins in this collection attracted my attention
bocsuse of their ususual type (Inv, Ne, KP 142/2)

At first it was imnpassible to read the legends, then it occured

10 me that they were not in Arabsc but in Turki, Afier the words

» “this”, Jastid “he who will not take”, s “will
be" were rexd it became clear that this was a new type of coin with
i thieatening legend,

A. A. Davidovich! wrote that the threatening legends on coins
were an usprecendentied phenomenon for Contral Asia and that
neither before nor after the 13th century AD had such coins been
minted. The threatening legends were testimony %o the worsening
of 1he so-calied “silver crisis” when the liduciary silvered copper
dirhems were so debased that the population refused to accept them
at the high official valoe set by the state.

The scarch for analogues led me to 13th century Samargand
where the coins with theeatening legends had first appesred. Thus
in Rajab of AH 630 (I3 Apnl to 12 May 1233 AD), silvered
copper dithems were struck in Samargand with the Persian

INSCHpion  , caS o 53 oaf Al g abyay g S0

“In Samargand ond the neighbourhood of this town anyone who
will not accepr (this coin) will be deemed a fe. “2 And in AH
663 (24 October to 12 November 1265 AD), coins were struck
with a threatening legend in Turki:

Sladye £33 [Tl 0 aad el It i i e

ie. 'mwmmmMmuMmUmm
(this coin) will be deemed a felon™>, oc “hireling and slave™,

Acowo(llelnsmdm!hemvuuﬂddoﬂbcowin
the Osh meseum with the legend on the Samargand dirhems of AH
663 showed that they were almost identical, the only differeace
being the absence of the conjusction $ “and ™ before the woed

il “slave™ on the Osh museum coin. The obverse ficld
legend of this coin, however, differed tolally from that of the the
AH 663 Samargand dithem. And the most important distinction
wis the absence of the name of a town.

The most difficult part to read proved 1o be the first ine of the
obverse legend. The first word was undoubtedly B “thir”,
with the asgta under the letter showing it to be the Jetter -3 ™,
The first four letters of the next word read 3 with the two
nuguas chearly visible above the loop of the letter 3 . The word

¥» may be translated in the sense of “valid”. The last two
letters can be read as e the sccusative case affix, I s
strange though that the letter 9 is not kinked 1o the following
letter as it should be. But mistakes in spelling and writing words on
the coins of the Jagatayids in the 13th cenlury are very comimon.
For instance, E. A Davidovich® wrote about such mistakes on the
AH 663-665 dirhems struck in Khojend. So | propose 1o read the
first line of the obverse legend as

o
te. “this valid coem".




Here is the description of the coins in question (figure 1)

Mint name and date are not visible on the coin. Osh Museum of
History and Folk Lore Iav. Nr. KP 14272,

Diasseter: 35-36 mm

Obverse: in the field, within a circle astlad /b, o

under the second line of the legend is an anbesque
Jrcalar marginal legend: o151 sl oy

(Muw/date formula?).
Reverse: in the field, with a double circle;

PO P
under the second line of the degend is an arsbesque.
Circular marginal legend TR e ee P00 14 s iy

(Mint'date formuka?),

1 propose to transhate the obverse and reverse field kegends as
follows: “He who would not accepr this valid (coin pwill be deemed
a felon and a slaw "

As il hzppens, the Osh museum coins settle a question of how
the first word of the obverse ficld legend should be read. V.V
Barold®, who, in 1899, was the first to publish the AH 661
dirthems of Samarqamd, rcad it as sl “felon”, A A
Al' ll’umou wha in in 1950 published the first hoard of such
dirhems’, read it as A “hireling ™. On the Osh museum coin
it can be clearly seen that such a reading s impossible because the
third letter is half as Jong as the preceding ketter “aly™ and thus
cannot be a “lam”. So the rexding proposed by V.V, Bartold has
proved (0 be correct

If the seading of the woed Wy “valid ™ proposed by the
present writer is correct, then it Jooks as if the legendd om the coin
from the Osh museum was ot only threatering but was also meant
to be persuasive and admonishing. First it sought to persuade
peopie that the coin was valid, then it threatened with punishment
("will be deemed a felon and slave™) anyone who refused o accep
it, It is imeresting that in Samargand the silvered copper dirhems
with the persuasive legend preceded those with the threalening
legesd. Thas in 62271225 silvered copper dirthems were minted
with the legend “in Samargand and neighbourhood this coin is
current™ ¥ in other words, this coin was valid in Samargand and its
neighbourhood. But persuasion and admosishment did not appear
10 have worked. So lhxulcmng legends appeared in 6300/1232.33
As EA. Davidovich? thought, threats did not help cither as in
634/1236-36 a qunatity of real silver dirhems were minted. Bat
since there was not enosgh silver 1o satisfy the needs of trade fully,
those coins soon dissppeared from circulation. After that
Samargand entered into the “coinless penod™ of about thirty years,
which ended in 661264.65 when silvered copper dirhems were
minted, this time with a threatening kegend n Turk,

It is unfoetunate that the marginal legends on both the coins in
the Osh muascum are badly worn and it is impossible to make out
the date and mint name. As to the date, the coins in question could
have been minted between 630V 1233, when the first coins known
with the threatening legend appeared (with the legend in Persian),
and 66V1264-65, when the dithems with the threatening legend in
Turks were struck. The fact the second part of the threalening
legend on the AH 663 Samargand dirhems is almost sdentical to
the second part of the Osh Museum dirhems legend, may suggest
thatl they were rather close in time. Anyway, the coins ia Guest:on
could not have been minted later than 670V1271-72, whea after the
monctary reform of a merchant, Mas“ud Beg. the viceregent of the
Moagol gaany in Cemeal Asia, dirhems of pure silver once again
began to be minted The place of minting could have been

Samargand, as we do not know of any other Lown where coins with
a threatening depend were streck, but the fact thae coins were found
in Osh may suggest they could have been misted there, Future
finds of sach coins will, it is hoped. settle this question.

1.  E.A Davidowich: Denezhnor khosiatsove Sredney Azii v X1, Moskva
1972, p. 132

2. Op.cepl?

3. V.V, Banold: Iz ments-babineta pro SPb Universitete. in Zapiski
Voutochmogo oddeleniia Imp. Rusthopo arkheologicheskngo obshoheriva
vol 1271, 1899, pp. 0144

4. ZA Arkhamova: Klad mednybh posteredrennykh samartandvkikh
dirkhemon 663 g th Trady Tashkentshogo possdarstiennago universiteta.
ns vol. 11; Gumesstamye nawks vol, 3, 1930, p 72

S, EA Davidovich: Deemezhnve bhosairve. pp. 1920

6. V.V Bamold: Iz miste-kabimess, . p 01-14

7. ZA Al'khamova AMMM, p 72

£ EA Davidovich: Demezhnow khogaseave. . p. |8

9 Op owpp 39,45

A Mamluk ashrafi with countermarks

Julie Frasklin of Spink & Son Lid. Londoa has sent a photograph
of a gold ashrali of the Mamiuk sulitan Qu'ithay (AH 373.901),
Balog 809, countermarked with a cross and another wnidentified

countormark. She asks whether anyone can identily the
countermark(s)

A new Asmaka quarter unit
Ry Paul Murphy

The following table illustrates the unit range of the Asmaka
comage. The main symbol for Asmaka coinage is normally a
variant based on the symbol

The table shows a new symbol for a quarter unit el B, A2
The coinas from a pavate collection. As far as | know this is an
unpublished type. Could members with Asmaka coinage, review
their collection and let me ksow if they bave this symbol on any
other Asmaka wnits ?

Asmaka - Archaic scnes
Symbol

Coln Image

One Unit Wi 7.2 grama

Half Unit

.

Quarter Unit




Wit LS grams

Wit 0.9grams

W 0.7 grams

Tenth Unit

New varieties of the Narhan hoard-type punch-marked
coins
By Shinji Hirano

&Y

a0

The origin of Indian punch-marked coins s mysterious. A series
of punch-marked coins from the Narhan hoard, one of the oldest
punch-marked coins, could give an answer to this issue. The
Narhan heard was first reporicd by Pomsomm Singh' and
cxamined kater by Parmeshwar Lal Gupta® . Gupa categorized the
coins into five types. Type 1 coins are blank cut-silver and their
weight is half satamana. Type 2 coins have a winglo punch on a
cut-sheet of silver, and their weight is half satamana (about 5.5g).
Type 3 com is a unique coin, which s reminiscent of Kosala coins.
Type 4 coins are similar to type 2 coins but their weight is double
karshapana (about 6.8-7.0g). A variation of Type 4 coins wuh
different symbols was also reported by Mclntyre and Picper’ 4
However, the main symbols on type 2 coins seem Lo be more
diverse than those of the type 4 coins. Type 5 coins are Magadha
single punch-type punch-marked coins.

Recently, | encountered rare varictics of type 2 Narhan hoard-
type punch-marked coins. Ome came from a dealer along with type
4 Narhan-type coins with a pemtagon symbol although it was not
known whether these coins were from the same hoard or not
(Fig.1), The coin was 5.51g in weight. It had an claborate
geometnc symbol as a main symbol. The symbol may be related
1o those of the Narhan hoard coins like Nos.8, 15, 18, and 20
(Gupta's nambering) with semicircles at four comers®, One minute
symbol showed & complex radial pattern.  On the obverse, there
was a big hollow as a result of metal breaking off. There is,
however, a possibility that it might have been deliberately done to
adjust the weight because its weight was normal for a half
satamana. The reverse was blank.

The second coin was from Robert Tye's catalogue as
unpublished® (Fig.2). The weight was 5.57g. The main symbol
was not clear but it scemed to be a radial type design Tike a sun,
The sun symbol ¢an be seen oa coins nos. 13 and 30 of the Narhan

hoard?. The main symbol, however, may be & more complex
pamern than a simple sun symbol, There were five banker’s marks:
fowr were varistions of the sun symbol and one was a cruciform in
a square. The reverse was blank,

Unfortunately, the provenance of these coins was not known.
However, the similarty of design and fabric indicated that these
were the same type of coins as those of the Narhan board,
Because the Narhan hoard is the only one well-known hoard
(especially for type 2 coins), it is difficult to determine their
attnbution and chronology « prcscm Hardaker considered that
type 4 coins belonged to Kosala® Recently, Gupts and Rajgor
attributed type 2 haman coins as coiny of Mallka and type 4 as a
coin of Vajji or Sakya®”. Based on the differest weight standard,
we may say that these coins belong to differemt Janapadas,
However, we can not exclude the possibility that the type 2 coin is
an carlice version of the type 4 coin as happened with Magadha
colns when they were transformed from the sitamana sysiem 10
the karshapana system®. The observation that there are more
varieties of type 2 coins than type 4 coins may support this
possibility. Thus, there are possibilities in the development of the
Narhan board-1ype punch- rmtkod coins that the type 1 coin could
be a precursor of the type 2 coins?, and that type 2 could have been
replaced by the type 4 coins.  The boundary of different weight
sandards runs between Kosala and Magadba¥ bet it is not
determined yet peecisely. The fact that Magadha ssgle pench-
marked coins were found n the Narhan hoard without apparent
later coins suggested that the hoand reflected the early phase of
circulation of punch-marked coins. The arutxolopcal evidence
suggestod it was buried arouad 4-6 century BC'. At this moment,
it seems reasomable 10 suppose that type 2 and type 4 coins were
circulated in the same or neighbouring arcas around the bousdary
of two weight standaeds around 4-6 century BC.  More hoard
evidence of this type of punch-marked coins is needed to clarify
the relationship of the very early punch-marked coins.
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Two forgeries of punch-marked coins in India
By Shinji Hirano
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Punch-marked coins are ancient coins and they have many
variations. Because of their primitive-looking fabric and freguent
poor state of preservation, it is ofien difficult to determine the
authenticity of punch-marked coins. Recestly, | encountered two
types of forgeries of pusch-marked coins in India. The first type
are forgenies of Kosala coins (Fig. 1A, B), The coins had identical
layost of designs and other detalls, sugpesting that these were
made not by a punch but by casting. The casting mould was
probably made from a genuine punch-marked coin of type no.7 in
the Mardaker classification’. The weight was 4.33 and 4.55g. It is
difficult to identify such pieces as forgeries if they are found as a
single piece. These were rather common forgenes in Varanasi
because | saw another set of the same coins there.

The second type is a forgery of Magadha punch-marked comns
(Fig 2A, B, C, D). This type of forgery was primitive and easy to
wleatify. The coins disregarded the Magadha five-punch sysiem:
they bore more than five punches, Some symbols were apparcntly
unusual (Fig.2 e, b, 1). However, some symbols followed those of
the period | and period VI coins (Fig.2 b, ¢, ¢, [ [Gupta and
Hardaker's mark number 276, 275, 311, 115, respectively? |)
Some symbols appeared twice on individual coins (Fig2 b, [, h)
One example had a protuberant symbol of a small star (Fig.2 g)
On the reverse of coins A and B, there was a symbel ¢. Coin C had
a symbol [ on the reverse, The shape was round or rectangular,
and the weight was around 7.26-8.02g which was far from the
regular Karshapana, These samples were found in Tamil Nadu but
I saw similar types of forgenies in Delhi, sugpesting they are
prevaient all over India,

| T. R. Hardaker, Punch-marked coinage of Kosale-Towards a
classgfcanion, Indian Nenusmatics: History, Art & Cultsse: Escays in hooor
of Ix PL Gepta, 19

2. PLGupta and T R. Hardaker, Sitver puschmarked cotns of the
Magadha-Mourya Kathapana seriet. Iadian Toststote of Research in
Numumatic Stodics, 1988

Two Tchaman-i-Hazouri Coins recovered
By Shinji Hirano

Recently, 1 acquired two silver bent-bar coins from
independent dealers.  Fortunasely or enfortunately, they are coins
which were stolen from the Kabul Museum in the confusion of the
civil war in Afghanistan. The coins were a part of the Tehaman-i-
Hazouri hoard (Nos.3 and 12) that was published by R. Curriel &
D. Schiumberger! The hoard contaised 12 silver bent-bars and 29
local punch-marked coins. So far, fourteen Tchamun-i-Hazouri
coins have been recovered by Rahman and Bopcarachchiz. The
remaiming coins have not yol been recovered. The fact that two
coins were found in the market suggests that the others may sull be
arculating among collectors and dealers. Therefore, we have (o be
carcful when handling those types of coins in the future. The
present coins will be deposited at UNESCO for return to the Kabul
Muscam at some future date, | appreciate Dr. Bopearachehi's help
in identifying the coins and with the correct procedure for returning
them

R Cumel & D, Schlumberper Tresors monessires dAfgunivian 1953
Dr. Osmend Bopearachehi & Amas Ur Ralusan. Pre-Kushan ot in
ubecsan Ifkhar Rasal IRM Associates. 1995
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Two Remarkable Bactrian Coins
By RCS & AH

This is a peeliminary note imended 10 bring these coins to a wider
audence. A more detadled investigation will follow elsewhere
when a complete study has beea made. The above coin of
Euthydemos gives him the epithet MEFAAQY which is previously
unknown. The mint (gencrally allocated 1o Merv) is also one that
Euthydemos did not use. This coin is i {act a pedigree coin samilar
to e well known coins of Agathockes and Antimachos Theos
Two other coins of the same mint and style are already known, a
unsque tesrxirachm of Diodotus Soter is in the British Museum and
a umque <oin bearing the name Astioches Nikator published by
Osmund Bopearachehi and A, U, Rahmaa in their book on ‘Pre-
Islamic cons of Pakistan®, The Issuer of those cons 15 pot known
becausc, as is the case here, he did not put his own name on the
coin. The monmogram was wsed by Demetrios I, the son of
Euvthydemos, and his successors, Euthydemos 11, Pantaleon.
Agathockes and Antimachos Theos as well as Eukeatides. As
issver, Eskratides can be eliminated on stylistic grounds;
Agathocles and Antimachos Theos both issued pedigree coins
bearing the portrast of Euthydemos | but they gave him the epithet
Theou. The most likely contenclers at the moment would seem to
be either Demetrios | or his probable son Euthydemos 1 The latter
is closer chironologically to the issuers of the other pedigree coins
but stylistically the coin is closer in some ways (note the diadem
He-ends) 10 the cotnage of Demelnios I 16,21 gm

This remarkable coin bears the monogram of Bactria and the
portrait of Antiochos | (as it appears on his initial issues in his own
name with horses-head reverse). The dies are medallic, being much
largze than noomal and omitting the dotted border. The style is truly
beastiful and the Apollo holds two arrows as opposed 1o one as is
moge usuad at this mint. The most remarkable thing about the coin
however is the snique reverse legend. BAZIAEQY (King) is
regular but there is no sign of the king's name in the left field
Though the coin is off centre the name usually intercepts the end of
the arrows and comes close %0 the knee but there is no sign of a
name on this coin. To the right of the titke *King” is MHNOX ZA
or ‘month of Xa(ndikoo - March). It was not uatil a century laser
that dotes appear on Seleuckd coins and this coin mast have had
very special significance to bear one. Above Apollo’s head is an
inscription writien upside down that is so [ar quite enigmatic,
Atiempls o resolve the meaning have so far proved inconclusive.
It is possibly a date beginning ET(ova) but if the next two letters -
are the numerals then they are in the wroag order to what is later
the norm. El would be year 15 (presumably of Antiochos's reign,
therefore 266 BC). Scleucos’ regnal years were continued by
Antiochos to become the Scleucid Era (beginning in 313 BC) and
it would be unuseal w have & dale in regral years. The second
letter could be 2 Rho but then the date would be 105 but the era




would be unknown. Other letters are visible after the lota/Rho but
they are unclear. It is possible that the coin Is overstrock on an
carlier variety because possible letters are visible between the lage
obvious letiers. The inscription may not be a date but an epithes.
cspecially ¥f these possible letters are part of the imscription.
NEQTEPOY (the younger) has been considered but is
unsatifactory. From 280 BC, Antiochos's chdest son Scleucos was
his co-regent and from 266 it was Antiochos, later Antiochos I,
No coins are known of the former nor Bactrian tetradrachms of the
latter. The monogram oa this coin does not appear on coins of
Antiochos I in this form. If the epithet was “the younger” or even
‘second” King then it may refer to one of these co-tegents and the
easly portrait would suggest Seleucos. He was removed (executed)
¢ 266 BC for sttempting to overthrow his father. The Apolio
reverse was introduced by Astiochos | carly in his reign and
became not only the common reverse for all his mints but the
common type of his successors. As yet no definite conclusion has
been reached concerning the complete inscription mor the meaning
of this remarkable coin, nor even the certainty of iy Issuce, Purther
rescarch is required and 2 fuller note will be penned when a more
satisfactory solution has been ammived at. 16,97 gm.

A report regarding a hoard of Kota and Kota-related
copper coins from the Punjab and a possible fixed dating
for them,

By Les Riches

The hoard was found in 1989 during excavation work @ Sanghol
on a site known locally as Ucha Pind (High Village). The site is in
the tahsil of Ludhiana, 40 km west of Chandigarh (see map),

Excavation work on this site, led by Sh. R.S. Bisht, started in
December 1968 Two trenches were laid on the fringe of the
mound which yielded a continuous occupition segeence from late
Harappan times 10 the carly mediacval period. The excavation was
done in amall steps, as only limited work could be carmed out at
this time. Work continued during 1969-1970. The primary
objective was to ascertain the nature of the semains in the
Hathiawn Mound, which comained indications of a quadrilateral
fort with massive rampaets and comer towers, This cxcavation,
besides confirming the sequence already Known, brought 1o Jight
much more mfomnnon relating to the carly and late historic
peniods.

Daring the IW)II‘)BD scasons, all adjotning trenches on the
western fringe of the mound were horizontally joined 1o gel the
various house plans etc. The northera and southern arcas of the
monastery and stupa were also joined up. These bad previously
been keft uncaposed. The work on this site (monastery and stupa)
was continuved into the 198471985 szason and had far-reaching
comsequences because of the finding of 117 cross-bars, coping
stones andd railing piltars, all in pink stone of the Mathura school of
art of the Koshan peniod of ¢ 1st/2nd century AD. Thesc depicted
Salabhanjikas in various forms and postures. This find necessitaed
further work for getting complete detals of the stupa, which is laid
out oa the Dharma-Chakra pattern (wheel). The coin hoard in
question was found in & pat on the nonth side of the stupa some 30
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cm below the surface. It was in a small dish, covered by another
dish of the same type. When 1 showed the photographs to potiery
experts from the Punjab University in Chandigarh and to other
experts from the De of Archacology asd Muscums, the
pottery was dated to the kate Kushan period of ¢ 250-300 AD.

In total, there are 174 coins in the hoard, some of which were
quite worn. This indicates that they had been in circulation for
some time before being bunied. This being the case, they they can
be dated with some confidence to carly in this peniod or some years
before. This could put them info the tme of the Kashan ruler Vasu
Deva or a few years after his downfall in ¢. 230. As neardy all of
this type of coin are copied from the colns of Vasy Deva, thas
makes sense.

The hoard coatained the following types of com.

B2 are of the main Kota type with the Kota symbol as the main
featere, and symbols such as the tnident, vajra (thunderbolt) on the

74 coins are of the KOHA type £
with a chakra symbol tothe klt. @
11 coins arc of the KOTA-BALA type p¥

I coin is a half unit of the KOHA type
This is the first time | have recorded a half unit
of this type (weight 2.4 ).

1 coin is 2 KO-HA type overstruck on a Kota maan type *

There are three coins stuck together with oxide and two coins
which are so worn that their identification cannot be delermined

Another indicator for the dating of these cosns is a find from
the main exvcavation of a KO-HA type (accession no, 328), The
excavation report stated that “a KO-HA coin of ¢, 250-300 AD
came from this layer, being of the late Keshan/pre-Gupta dae™.
Another interesting poist came to light while | was talking 10 the
excavators of the site. It came from the excavation reports of Sunel
District Ladhiana (Ixhian Archacology review 198V84) relating to
period 6 - late Kushan, pre-Gupta, ¢. 250-300 AD. The repont
stales “we encountered a large amount of Kota coins on this level,
the houses being constructed of re-used baked red Kushan bricks,
with ash in great abundence, course dull red slipped pottery and
iron bangles, lerracolts ligures etc also being found™

The excavators themselves thought that the houses had been
destroyed by fire and rebuilt by the people who used the Kota type
coins. On this site, this may indicate that the Kota coin users were
invaders of the arca. Another interesting fact is that in pone of the
reports that | read was there ane mention of any kate Yaoudheya
coins being found in these levels. Does this tell us they had moved
oul (or boca driven out) of this arca by the Kota coin using peopée”?

The levels in these excavations at this point are very shaliow
and this makes it very hard to determine exactly which level is
which. [ was t0Jd that the Kota coins came from below the Gepta
levels, but only just! This again tells us that these coins are dated
befoee the nise of the Guptas in nosthern Indsa.

The conclusions that | have come to regarding these coins are
that they were issued by o late Kushan tribe that was oa the move
most of the ime. Judging from some of the very crude dies they
were using to produce some of these coins, this would also make
sense. 11 s also bome out by the use of older coins as blanks and
the restriking of many other types of coins, ¢g Kushan coins.

The average weight of the coins in the hoard was 4.3 g, this is
aboet the same as most of the other known full unit Kot coins.

All the above and evidence forom other sources and sites
sugpest i date for the start of the issue of the Kota/Koha coinage of
around 260 AD plus or minus some years.

I would like to thank the Department of Cultural Affzirs,
Archacology and Muscums, in Chandigarh; Drs Kuldip Singh,
K. K. Rishi, Guedev Singh (excavators) and Dr Lalman,
Department of Ancient history, Punjab University, Chasdigarh for
allowing me 10 see and record the hoard and making available
vanous unpublished reports.
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C.H. Biddulph - Unpublished catalogue of the coins of
Tranquebar (Danish East India),
By Uno Barner Jensen, Denmark

Early Indian numismatics contributed but few publications on the
coins of Tranguebar, andd these pablications were gererally issued
around the years 1888 . 1895 (Rangachant & Desikachari 1839 and
1895 and Hultzsch 1893). The main publication is Rangachan &
Desikachari 1889, which only provides an extensive description of
the coins when the authors, prior to the printing of the article,
added the coins from the 1879 auction catalogue covering the
coliectzon of Jules Fonrobert as well as the 1863 description of
known copper coins by Neumann. Later another asticle (Heras
1934) referred to the auction catalogue of H.T.Grogan's collection,
1914, Heras referred to the Grogan catalogue 2 the oaly catalogue
descriteng the coins of Tranquebar. In general terms, carly Indian
numismatics suffered from a lack of knowledge about Danish
publications on the coins of Tranguebar

Pudlic collections in India only contain a limited number of
coins of Tranquehar, and the coins in these collections do not
appear to have been adequately examined. The lack of Danish
coins 1 the Indian collections s no doubt due to Europeans,
including Danes, purchasing considerable quantities of coins from
Tranguebar itelf. The popalation of Tranquchar found, at an carly
stage, 2 good source of income from covenng the neads of eager
coin coflectors, and most of what has been foand has presumably
been sold to collectons outside India. Geoeg Galster (Galster 1933)
described a clear example of this phenomenon “A pair of native
vicars, who in appropriste meassres unite the cagemess of spiri
with the sense of worldly goods, have for many years seat their
haryest of coins to The Royal Danish Coin Cabinet at the National
Muscam in Copenhagen, who in many cases have paid for the old
lead coins from Christian IV and Frederik 111 so much in gold as
the weight of the lead™. This trade in coins has contisued over the
years, and even today a few people in Tranquebar arc dependent on
the sale of the coins to tourists, Indian coin dealers as well as
forcign purchasers. In this way all information about the place and
the circumstances in which the coins are found are being Jost

From the time around 1880 to about 1930 many books and

articles about Indian numismatics, incleding European colonial
coinage, were published, However only the previously mentioned
publications about the Daaish colonial coinage were issved in
India. at the same time a number of publications were issved in
Denmark (C.T. Jorgensen 1888, H.H.Schou 1926), where the
coins of Tranguebar are integrated into the catalogue and Bergsoe
from 1895, where the coins of Tranquebar are treated separately, In
the period 1928-29 Villiam Nielsen’s artscles “Lidt om Trankebar
og Trankebarmonter™ were published through the Danish
Numismatic Society. The Royal Danish Coin Cabinet in
Copenhagen was a frequent purchaser of coins from Tranguebar,
and Georg Galster told in a number of annual reporcts from the
years 1923-24 1o 1937-38 about the coasiderable purchasing of
coins via Indian connection. So, all in all, the subject was well
dealt with in Denmark.

The reason that the Indian publications about the coins from
Tranguebar reveal a lack of references and buat little cooperation
with Danish publishing institutions, might be that previous
methods of commumication where not as fast as they can be today
Also 2 transhtion of a Danish catalogue or an artuicle was
inconvenient and difficult.

In march 1998 the Inclian Institute of Research in Numasmastic
Studics in Nasik hasded me a photocopy of a manuscript of a
catalogee of the coiny of Tranquebar, The text was devised by Mr,
Charles Huben Biddulph in the period from abost 1933 to 1953, In
comparison 10 what was published before 1945 in Denmark and
India about the colns of Tranquebar, this manuscript is the most
extensive of all and & the same time based on not only Indian, but
also Danish publications. A few Dutch and German asctions also
formed part of the matersal upon which the manuscript s based,
Further more C H, Biddulph was in contact with a number of
Danish persons with knowledge of the subject.

C.H. Biddulph is surcly unknown 1o most Danish collectors,
and this manescript is the first that | have heard of him. In an
obituary (P.L.Gupta 1967) we leamn that CH. Biddulph was born
on the 28th July 1898 at Abu, Rajasthan, and that he stadied at the
Philandir Smath College, Nainital for some years and Fater at the
Crystal Palace School of Engincering in London. In 1924 he joined
the South Indian Ralway as Assistant Engincer. In 1951 he
occupied the post of the Deputy General Manager of the said
Ratlway. Afner serviag the Rallway for a full term he retired and
went to England, where he settled on the 11th October 1966, He
was a member of the Numismatic Society of India since 1934
Alter his retirement, whea he devoled himself exclusively 1o
numismatics, be published a large sumber of papers in the Journal
of the Society andd the books “Coins of the Pundyas™ and "Coins of
the Cholas”. That C. H. Biddulph was considercd a prominemt
numismatist s confirmed by the many times his pame comes up in
connection with Indian numismatscs. § have not, however, found
any published articles conceming the coins of Tranguehar

Both the textual part and the catalogue part of the manuscoipt
is in handwritien English. The handwriting of the manuscript is al
times illegible because of 1he many deletions and corrections, and
this again may cause misunderstandings in the transcription of the
text, The textusl part was finished and the catalogue part appears Lo
end with Frederik IV. | cannot, however, exclede the possibility
that soeme pages of the catalogue part have been lost. No reason is
given foe the manuscript not being published, Perhaps one possilbe
explanation is the publication in 1948 in Copenhagen of the Chr.
Funck-Raamussen catalogee of the codns of Tranquebar - 2
catalogee that C.H. Biddulph obtained knowledge of around 1952,
and which he bought around 1953

C H. Biddulph prefaces his manuscript as follows: While
resident in Tanjore District during the years 1933 1o 1936 & was
possible for me to visit the old Danish settiement of Tranguebar
Jaurly frequently. During these visits the opportunity was taken of
making ax complete a collection of the Danish coiny (ssued at
Tranguebar as posable, which was fairly plentiful if one knew
from where they cowld, especially the silver and lead coins, be
provided. A few Danisk coins were procured in Madura and
Karikal and copper coins from Kumbakonam.

The procured coins were made from three different metals,
silver, copper and lead, bwt. due 1o the fact that they were washed
up by the sea and have been exposed to the corroding salt water
and sand from the beach, most cotas were worn oul, corroded and




practically useless. The lead coins were, because of their long stay
in the sand and the corroded surface, furnished with scraping
marks obtained during the 1est of the metal al the time of finding. A
representative collection was soon established of a good series of
the carlier isswes in lead from Christian IV, Frederik I and
Christian V.

It was difficult to classify the coin findings. which is why
Biddulph started 10 obtain published literature and awction
catalogues In so doing, he added an interesting catalogue, namely
the auction cataloguce of the L. White King collection, 1904,

It is interesting that Biddulph at an early stage managed to
collect and describe a number of lead coins, e.g. Christian IV kas
DANMARCK UBJ.33, St MICAEL UBJ-32, STEGE UBJ-22. KE
DA UBJ-11, PER LEN UBJ-7, Frederik 11l HAAB UBJ.90 and
Chrestian V kas 1687 UBJ-162 - coins with inscriptions tha we in
Deamark did not obtain knowledge about until 1966, when Chr.
Fanck-Rasmussen published some corrections asd additions 1o his
1948 catalogue, and in 1971 when Olav Bonefeld described a
number of hitherto unknown coins of Tranguebar, and also in 1978
when | published my first catalogue of the coins of Tranquebar

UBJ 162

The major part of the Biddulph material comprises working
papers for the catalogue part containing the different coins listed
together with the accompanying atlempls 10 inlerpret the meaning
of the inscriptions. It is a thorough piece of work and gencrally all
resules of readings and interpeetations made by Biddulph coaform
with the theorics that we use today. Therefore a 1952 publication,
even with the Chr. Funck-Rasmussen catalogue of 1948 at hand,
would have beea most appropriate, and 2 catalogue at that time
would today have been used as a major reference, Unfortunately
the manuscript does not contain any theories about the
interpretation of inscriptions on coins, that we are not familiar with
today.

Biddulph used the previossly mentioned Indian publications in
order to devise his catalogee. Furthermore, he was helped by
Georg Galster & the Royal Coin Cabinet in Copenhagen to get
hold of the Schou catalogue, the cabinet’s annual reports from
1931.32 w 1937.38, the Villlam Nielsen publicasons NFM
1928-1929, the Galster publication “Blykas fra Trankebar™ 1933
and “Pagoder” from 1925 as well as the Kay Larsen publication of
1925. Biddulph also corresponded with Georg Galster 2ad Villiam
Nielsen, both of whom are mentioned in the manuscript with
gravtude for thewr assistance.

Biddulph was not able to transiate the Danish text into English.
For thas job he obtained help from, among others, the Church of
Sweden Mission in Trichinopoly. Others also helped him with the
translations, but they are difficult to vesify in the hand-written
letters and the manuscript, where Biddulph expresses his desire
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that a part of the translations should be published 10 be used for
collectors and students who wished to know more about the Danish
coins issued in Tranguehar,

In 1937 Biddulph donased to The British Muscum a collection
consisting of 14 coins of Tranguebar. At the same time the
muscum made an exchange for a further 4 coins of Christian V. In
1970 afier the death of Biddulph the British Museum obtained
Biddulph's collection, or at least 2 part of il. Among the collection
were 80 coins of Tranquebar (purchasing record 14051970 no
1272-1351),

C.H. Biddulph's manuscript is a good example of the
importance of and positive reselts that can be achicved from
cooperation between private individuals and public institations.
This in turn leads me to reflect not only on how important the
public collections are 1o amateur numismatics, but also on how
important amateurs can be 10 the professionals working oa
nemismatic rescarch.

This anticle could not have been published withoat the belp of
many people. During my research | received speedy answers [rom
The Royal Coin Cabinet in Copenbagen, The Royal Coin Cabinet
in Stockbolm, The British Muscum Department of Coiss and
Medals in London, Mr. Jan Lingen in Holland, the Indian Institute
of Research of Numismatic Studies in Nasik as well as prompt
attention via the Internet (rec collecting.coim), All information
collected led on to supplementary information for later use. This
most open and belpfiul antitade from all people involved descrves 10
be mentioned. | am most grateful to everybody, and | siscerely
hope that other people will start searching for iaformation required.
and that they will abo share their knowledge with others in the
same situation.

This paper was first published in Danish in “Festskrift ul
Jorgen Steen Jensen™, NNU, October 1998, For help with the
English translation | would like o express my thanks to the Danish
member of ONS Mr Jorgen F. Clauson-Kaas and Mr. Stan Goron,
Editor of the Oricatal Numismatic Society Newsletter, for
checking the proofs. The author acknowledges the help of the
HIRNS in Nasik in the prodection of this article and for permission
10 examine a1 copy of the manuscript, the original of which is in the
Institute’s archive collection.
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An Unpublished Coin-Die for a Bikanir Rupee

By Dilip P. Balsekar and Wolfgang Bertsch

Recently one of us (Wolfgang Bensch) acquired a coin-die from a
Tibetan curio dealer in Calangute, approximately 15 km north of
Panjim in Goa. Omn striking the positive impeession of the die, we
found that it was a coin<die for striking Bikaner rupees. It is not
known how it reached Goa. Although a fow Indian Islamic coin-
dics have been publi;hcd'. as far &5 we are aware, no dic for
Bikaner state coins has been published so far. Hence, the present
die is worthy of notice. It may be described as follows:

Bronee, wi. 106,80 gm, dam. 2.7 cm; heighe | 8 om

Left: reverse die of rupee coin of Surat Singh, ruler of Bikaner
Right: positive impreasion of the dic

legend, zark baldar Bikaner manus / maimanat / sanak jalus 52
(coin struck in the city of Bikaner in the 52™ year of his auspicious
reign)

The die was prepared for striking the reverse of the Bikaner rupees
during the reign of Surat Singh (AH 1202-1244; AD 1787.1828)
and shows the regnal year 52 of Shah Alam I, in whose name
Surat Singh's rupoes were struck?. Surat Singh's coins are known
1o bear the regnal years between 28 and 52 of Shah Alam 1L
obviously, 52 is a posthumous regnal year of Shah Alam I1, as the
lust troe regnal year known for him from his issues is 49 (AH 1221
= AD 1809).

A rupee of year 52 of this ruler, struck from a different reverse
die, was ilustrated by Mitchi though he read the regnal year a3
being of Alamgir Il

1. Only a fow Indiss Islamic coin-dies have been published so far. Some of
these are:

RK. Stg;ll: coin dee u,:‘Sulun Alawddia Moh::ldmgd Shah N of Delbu,
Journal of the Academy of Indian Numismatics apllography, vol 4,
198152, Indoce, pp 64 and pl 115

Fagdisd Gandhi, old coun-diex from Rajasashan, Numisanatic Dapest,
vol 4,00 2, Dec. 1580, pp. 60-65. Dics of Mughal and aative statc coms
are dewribed

RJ. Heben, Coin diex of Tonk state from Sevithsonian Ismniture. Journad of
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the Academy of Iadian Nummsmatscs and Siplhgraphy. vol 1V, Indoce,
1981.52, pp. 60-63 (with editor’s note)

The same suthor published one Khaly dynasty, throe Meghal, ome East
Indis Comgany, Bengal Pressdescy and one die of Meshamenad Alkbar Il of
Jaipur state. He believed, however, that these six des received by the
Senithsonias [satitstson were of farly recent manufacture

Raymond S Hebent, A demation of dies, Journal of the Academy of lndian
Numesiatscs and Sigillography, vol, VI, Indore, 1985-86, p. 85 and pd_ 11
Raymond 5. Hebert publubed further “unofficaal” Induan Idamic &es in
Numtemarics Internatione! Bullenn:

Val 23, no. 1 (Jan 1989), pp. 1820

Val 23, no 2 (Febh 1989) pp. 4445

Val 23, no. 3 (March 1989), pp. 62.64

Vol 25, no 4 (Apal 1989), pp. 94-95

Val 23, no S (Msy 1989) pp. 117119

Scene of these dies were published by the same author in S K. Bhatt (ed ),
Professor Ajay Mitra Shastn Felicitation Voleme,

Acafemy of Indiss Nemismatacs and Sagitlography, Indore, 1958, p %5, A
donation of dies.

2. Colin Bruce, et al. (od ), The Standard Guide w0 Sourh Asian Couns and
Paper Money since 1356 AD (first edition), undated, p. 147

:59 Om-u!ul Coins and their Values, the World of Isdam, 1977, coin no
3590, p. 47

The First E.LLC. Copper Coins for Bengal
by N. G.Rhodes

! I
-
-

The first copper coins struck by the East India Company for
Bengal are of considerable ranty, so it is a pleasure to be able 10
publish two specimens that recently turned up in Calcutta’. As
noted by Fred Pridmore?, these phoces were first struck in 1757, in
order (o provide small change to pay the labourers employed in the
building of Fort William. In an order duted 24th October 1757, Mr
Frankland was instructed to strike 2 number of copper tickets of
vanous values for this purpose. The only denomination specifically
referred 10 in the early documents & the anna, but il was implied
that other smaller demominations were also struck. In April 1760,
there were complaints that the copper tickets were not being
accepicd in the bazar for the full value 3t which the Company paad
them out, and an order was then issued that they should be
nccepted @t 54 pans of Cowries o | rupee for 16 copper annas
Fred Pridmore tentatively suggested that two copper coins in the
British Meseum, with the Company’s bakemark on onc side and &
large numeral “1” on the larger one, and “6" on the smaller one,
may be the picces referred to. They presumably continued o be
used until replaced by # new type, struck in the name of the
Emperor Shah ‘Alam, and with the mint name “Kalkutta™ written
in Arabic.

As far as | am aware, the examples in the British Museum
were the oaly peeces of the first issue o have been publishoed, until
Partha Baserji showed me the two pieces ilustrated here. They are
similar 1o the lagger 0oin in the British Muscum, weighing 287 g
and 292 g, compared with 28.6¢ of the BM specimen. The
diameter, however, is much smaller, being only between 25 & 27
mum, rather than 33,2 men. The dies used are also different, with the
“C” mn the balemark on No.l not keaning backwards, while on
No 2, although the “C™ leans backwards, the whole balemark is
shown in mirror image

The appecarance of these two new specimens in Calcutta,
supports the attnbution to Beagal, aadd the fact that they are struck
with different dies and are different in diameter from the
previously recosded cxample, indicates that the issuc must have
been reasonably substantial, and that they were issued in more than
one batch. Their rarity can presumably be explained because
copper was not generally accepted as coinage in Bengal, so that the
coolies who received them as payment, and the moncy changers or
other traders, who accepted them as payment for goods or
converted them into cowrie shells, would have redeemed them with
the Company as soon as possible, rather than risk demonctisation
Also, it is hikely that pieces of this origirzal type wese withdrawn




from circulation when the new type of 17634 was issued, and they
may have been demonctised either then, or later in the century
when further efforts were made o introduce copper coins

throughout Bengal
I My thanks to Patha Baacrji for allowing me 1o peblish these 1wo

m We have just learnt of the ustimely death of Mr, Baserji
2. The Conns of the British Commonwealth of Natiens, Part & Indw, Vol |.

Emm&-rmy Presidency Seriet
¢ 1642-1835 Spank & Son, Londos 1975, pp. 198 & 244

Catalogue of British India Passes, Tickets, Checks and
Tokens

Part 11 - Passes, Workmen's Tickets and Tokens of the
Calcutta Mint

By Robert P Puddester

The dlustrations in this article are derived from crude sketches
made in the Calcutta Mint during research visits in the 1980x. the
daameter is correct, unbess otherwise noted, bet other detaiks are not
to scale and arc approximate. The illustrations emphasite those
POints necessary Lo ensure reCogmtion but are not so complete as o
depact every detail If edge is other than plain it will be noted. The
numbening system follows the book, Catalogue of Britush India
Historical Medals; these passes., tickets and tokens will eventually
be incorporated in a new edition. All were struck at the Calcutia
Mint.
Mints arc generally strictly controlled establishments imposing
increasingly severe levels of security the closer one comes 10 the
bullion room, dic storage or minting facilities. Persons secking
entry to the Calcutta Mint wese and are closely scrutinised; the
rank or status of the visitor often determining the strictures
imposed. Persons visiting the Mint Master (General Manager, now)
or other high officials were escorted at all times but did not have to
leave their cameras, etc. 3t the gate. A tour of the mint requéres that
a camera be lefl in the official’s office. Everyone catering the Mist
compound was escorted or controlled in one manser or another.
Passes and tickets were the normal method of control and these
were available for workmen and for vanous types of visitors.

Calcutta Mint Canteen Tokens - old style

99021 ONERUPEE

Obv: around top half of border: CALCUTTA MINT In centre:
TOKEN

Rev: in centre: 1 / RUPEE

Diameter: 30 mm  Metal: brass Round. No hole.

99022

HALF RUPEE
The 172 rupee is identical to the rupee except that it is 24 mm and
the 1 is replaced by the /2.

99023 QUARTER RUPEE

Obv: at top, slightly curved: CALCUTTA  In centre: MINT /
TOKEN

Rev: in centre: /& RUPEE

Diamcter: 19 mm  Metal' brass Round. No hole.

.
990.24 ONE EIGHTH RUPEE

Obv: at top, shightly curved: CALCUTTA In centre. MINT /
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TOKEN. At bottom to left and night, plus signs: + +
Rev: in centee: 1/8/ RUPEE
Diameter: 1Smm  Metal: brass Round No hole,

A0

Cantoen tokens were puschased by cmployees lor use in the Mim
canteen. Employees were forbidden to utilise legal tender coinage
within the Mint.

Calcutta Mint Canteen Tokens - new style

99025 EIGHT ANNAS

Obv: around border: HMMINT « CALCUTTA, with: + o
bottom. In centre, acrown

Rev: in centre, i large B with dots to cither side. * 8¢

Diameter; 19 mm Moetal: brass Round with no hole. ¥ annas

This serics replaced the peevious tokens (990.2.1 to 990.2.4) on 20
March 1944 Six denominations were struck. all 19 mm, all brass,
and all identical to the illusiration except for the reverse value.
Reverse values were 8, 4, 2, 1, 1/2, 1/4. The numbers were all
stylised and without senfs. Pridmore illustrates the 4 denomination
(Pridmore 171) and indicates it is nickel-brass. Mitchiner illustrades
the | denomination (Mitchiner 599) and indacates it to be copper.
Mint records indicate these new tokens were brass but they could
have been struck in other metals. The canteen tokems replaced by
these “new style™ tokens are believed to have been in use from the
carly years of this century,

99026 4 amnas (Pridmore 171)

990.27 2 anas

99028 1 aana (Mitchiner 599)
99029 112 anna

990.2.10 1/4 anna

Caleutta Mint Access Passes and Delivery Tokens

990.2.11 MINT COMPOUND - Large size

Obyv: around top border: MINT COMPOUND  Ribbon-like
ornament in bottom third

Rev: blank

Diameter: 37 mm  Metal: brass Round Cemre hole.

Provides access (o the mint compound. " COMpo
S %
(@)

990212 MINT COMPOUND - Small size

Obv: at top border: MINT At bottom border: COMPOUND
Rev: blank

Diameter: 24 mm  Mctal: brass

W7

s

Round. Central hole




990213 MINT GARDEN

Oby. i ceatre: MINT / GARDEN

Rev: blank

Diameter: 2Smm  Metal brass, copper Round, No hole.
An entry in the die impression book at the Mimt notes that this

pass was also struck from the “pice blank™ i copper. Thas would

not be possible, Probably meant the 1/4 anna blank (same valuce as

a pice) as it was copper (bronze after 1906) and approximately the

same diameter, Provides access to the mint garden. It was very

populer with the public to visit gardens attached to public buildings

on weekends for an outing.

MINT

990.2.14 DELIVERY TOKEN
Obv: acound top border curved: HM, MINT Plus signs to bottom
kflandnght: + +

Rev: wound border: DELIVERY TOKEN

-
Diameter: 25 mm  Metal: Brass

’bx&."l,‘,)
O

4

Plus sign st bottom:

Round. No bole.

+

5902.15 DELIVERY TOKEN

Obv: small tnangles in cach of four corners. Around top half of
border curved: H. M3 MINT  Multiplication signs in lower left
andright: x X

Rev: small tnangles in each of four comers. Around centre hole
curved DELIVERY TOKEN  Plus sign at bottom:  +

Diameter: 25 mm Metal brass Square. Ceegral hole.

Workmen's Tickets

590.2.16 WORKMAN TICKET - Hexagonal

Oby: at top: HM. MINT At bottom: CALCUTTA

Rev: blank

Diameter: 27 x 39 mm Metal: nickel Hexagonal. No hole.
First ssued 18 February 1927, Used to grant admitiance to

workmen.

H.M.MINT

CALCUTTA

P

990.2.17 WORKMAN TICKET - Round

Oby: approximately in centre, @ royal crown. Around bottom
border: HM's MINT « CALCUTTA
Rev: blank

Diameter: 30 mm  Metal: mickel
First issued 18 February 1927,

Round. Hole a top,

990.2.18 WORKMAN TICKET - Oval

Obv: around top border: HIS MAJESTY'S MINT  Ornamest in
botiom border. In centre: * CALCUTTA -

Rev: blank

Diameter; 25 x 54 mm

First issued 18 February 1927

QNS MATESTY'S Mig)
1 « CALCUTTA - '
= rmm——-

Builion Office Passes or Tokens

990.2.19 BULLION OFFICE - Early issue

Obv:attopc C atbottom: M Royal crowns to left and right
of centre hole,

Rev: blank

Diameter: 25 mm  Metal: copper Round. Central hole,

First issue 1914, Labelled at Mint “for Bullion Office™. Mint note
says “struck from pice blank copper™ As with 990,213, | believe
the blanks ssed were 14 anna oncs.

Metal: brass Oblong. No hole.

990220 BULLION OFFICE - Three Crowns

Obv: to lefi of centre: € Toright of centre: M Royal crowns
at top and 1o left and right at the bottom.

Rev: blank

Diameter: 30 mm Mectal: brass Rosnd. No hole (may be found
holed after striking). First issue not known.

@
cC M
® @

990221 BULLION OFFICE - Two crowns

Obv: to leftof centre: € Torightof cenmtre: M Royal arched
crowns a top and bottom

Rev: blank

Diameter: 30 mm Metal: brass Round. No hole, but




found holed after striking.
First issue not known. This issuc has peaked arches in the crown

990222 BULLION OFFICE - One crown
Oby: royal crown in centre. To left of crown:
crown: M

Rev: blank

Diameter: 30 mm  Metal: brass  Round. No hole (may be found
holed after striking). First issue not known.

cEOM

990.2.23 BULLION OFFICE - Four crowns

Obv: incentre: C M Four royal crowns at top, bottom and
both sides.

Rev: blank

Diameter: 30 mm  Metal: brass  Round. No hole, but found boled
afler striking.

demed
&

Below are photos of 990.2.21 and 990.2.23 showing
punched boles. 990.2.21 also exhibits peaked arches in the crown,
thus differing from the other four bullion office issues. It is
possible these four issues were also streck with peaked-arched
crowns. Note &lso the differing rim in the two pbotographs.
990.2.19 appears to have been the first isswe, While it might seem
more logical 1o arrange the latter four by number of crowns, i.c.
one crown to four crowns, it has been decided 10 leave them n the
order found in the die-impression book at the Mint as the order

C To right of

990.2.21 990.2.23

Exact use of the bullion office pieces s not known. The first
(990.2.19) was definitely used by or in the bullion office and was
so labelled by the Mint. The others, so similar in style, probably
were 100. Should any member have additional information it would
be gratefully received.

© Oriental Numismatic Society 1999
Galate Priowt Lad O Wkie Lism, Lianyin, Povwys ST22 SBX. cmall. Pawl @ pelasocwins demun (o vk

General

990.2.24 B MINT
Obv: atwep: B Below: MINT
Rev: blank

Diameter; 30 sam  Metal: brass Round. No bele. Use unknown.

950,2.25 ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT
Obv; in top half: ELECL. DEPT

Rev: blank

Diameter: 29 mm  Metal: copper  Round. No hole.

ELECL. DEPT.

990.2.26 BOY

Obv: incemre. BOY

Rev: blank

Diameter: 24 mam  Metal: brass  Round. No hole,

990.2.27 COOLIE

Obv: in centre. COOLIE

Rev: blank

Diameter: 24 mm  Metal: brass  Round. No hole,

COOLIE

990.2.28 KHALASI

Obv: incentre KHALASI

Rev: blank

Diameter: 24 mm Metal: beass  Round. No hole
Khalasi equates roughly to labourer

The sbove five passes would probably all be found holed with 2
number stamped on the reverse, especially the latter theee as thesr
usage was most likely one of indentification.

Further information en any of these items would be welcomed.

records
Prdmore, F Twaudw Rruish Cmrdlhd'&mml’ml
Mu. Vil 2, Spiak & Sons Lid, Loadon, 1980
3 Mﬂcm-u Indian Tokens: Popular Religious & Secslar Art
Hawkins me:.. London. 1998
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The anonymous coinage of the Birakzays and their rivals in Afghanistan: A reappraisal
by Stephen Album

One of the curious features of the Barakzay comage of the
pancieenth cestury is the appearance of anonymous conage on 2
pamber of occaions. In the following pages | intead 1o examine cach
of these instances and to determine, as best as possible, the actual
ssver of each anonymous eomssion. As the readily accesuble sosrcos
for this endeavor may not suffice (o resolve every dilemma assocated
with this comnage, 1 shall also isdicate suggestions for further
research !

Anonymoss coinage bas always presented difficulties in
auribution, particularly when struck in a kingdom ruled by an
Bereditary dynasty, as it had become customary for most Islamic
dymastic states 10 allow or require the name of the ruler 1o be impanted
on the coinage. This concept had s roots in a pre-Islamic wradition
that arose some Iwo centuries aftes the inception of comage in the
ancient caly-states of Asia Manor, 1.¢., 1owards te cad of the fifth
century BC. The practice hiter became sormative in most of the
Hellenistic kingdoms and was canonized uader the Roman emperors,
The Roman and subsequent Byzantine tradtion spread far and wade,
a0 froen the ninth century onwards, came 8o charactenze most Ishmic
coinage as well. Over the course of the tenth and eleventh centuncs,
the concept of the sibba was mcorporated into Islamic law 2 The skka
was the night of the ruler to have his same <ed on the precsous metal
comage (copper currency was generally regarded as o Jocal affair,
cxempt from the prescnpls of ukka) and constiteted, together with the
dhurba, the nght to have his name cited in the Friday sermom, the
formal expression of sovereqgaty in the [slamic polity.

Although the Mongols, having no real comnage tradaion of their
own, at first produced 2 mishmash of anooymous, guasi-anonymous
and fully named comage, by the tum of the founcenth contury # had
become standand throughout the eastern Islamic world for all precious
eaetal coins 1o bear the raene and titles of the ruler (what | call the royal
prococol) on the coe side (coaventiomally regarded as the cbverse), the
profession of faith asd other pious phrases on the other (reverse)
Nouetheleas, anvnymous coinage was ocoasonally produced dwring
cpisodes of polmcal o dynastic uncertasnty. In most cases the ressons
for the peoduction Of 380NYMOUS 08 GUASI-SONYINOUS Comage can be
clucidated via an analysis of the hissoncal crcumsunces in which the
comage was produced.’ Under the Durrnis, who seized power in
Afghanistan and the Pesjab following the death of B tyraamical Nadu
Shih in 1160/1747, the first aponymoss coinage in precious metal
appeared M Qandahar in 1234, followed by sporadic anoaymous
wsues until the last occwmencs of anonymoss comnage in 1297, By no
means wan all coinage from 1234 to 1297 anonymous or quasi-
ancaymoss, Iadeed, the magority of coins streck during that pertod
bear the name of the current neler, bat at most of the still active mints
for procious metal comage episodes of anonymous coinage did occur
from time to time.

TAcknowtedpments: Fint of all | shosld $ank the tretocs of the Arther Sackler
Fallowag in Ant Mivtory for the graerous support o provaling She ivere time
sexesary %0 parvie e prosent mguiry. Second, | Sank Hatm Hasedi (Tomance
CA) whose artiches m the riearal Nusismins Sociefy Neweletter provided e
mgetin 80 delve oo this wrpregly challaging wabject Third, sy thanks o
e aditorud stall of e Krveve-Mahler catdogeing wiatl, especially Clifford
Mishler mnd Coln R. Bruce 151, for thew continuing recopamity 10 smpgrovements
o the coalog lstegs of Afghan oot Fourth, | am mdebied 10 Willlam
Speogler (Colorade Springs CO} foe his ustiring effors 10 oversee te Alghas
Lstings # Be Koo Midicr cnsdogs. Fith, my Sanks to W L. Teadwell
(Adrolean Musoun ). Mark Blackbum (Feewilhan Musesm), Venetia Pories
(Beitsh Museom), Lutz Dach (Tubssgen Usiversity) and Mahael Bues (American
Numsmatsc Socuety ) for Seir suppoetive codperatnvn. Finally, | mm indeteod o
M haed Metcall (Ashmoless Museum) foe bes guidince and wipport s beingog
s ellfon o frulon. And mry apologics 80 ary whoee nases | have madvenaatly
ommed. Fas afrasd my semory for names 15 4 coanely wosen sieve.

% onigm of the it of sike is Islamic perispeedence resmains m seea for fanher
wescarch. According o my own steition, besod 08 Examnon over e pas 3%
years of bundeeds of thousands of hlamic cons, the concepet of the seler’s rght 10
phace b sume on the Finst emerpod at the tme of e civil war
Tetween B sons of al-Raddd in 190- 19K but docs sot scom 0 have bevomne
waturr wand some 200-250 yeass liser. Chearly, theve s a futwre disermation
barkieg heve.

IA I 1974 pannm

Let me furst explain what comstitutes anonymous and geasi-
anonymous coanage (hereafter | shall use the term ‘saonymous’ 1o sefer
o both). An anonymoss coin s one tat lacks the mame of the sing
ruler or that of his suzemin. In general, some form of piows or secalar
exprossion appeans in liew of the rayal protocol, occasionally exprossed
peetically in the form of & complete distich or a murd” (half a dastich).
Quasi-asonymeous coinages fall into three categorics, The mosi
prevalent class of quasi-anonymous coinage is one that bears the name
of a ruler who cannot have held any authority at the time and location
in which the coin was issued. Most commonly this means the namang
eiher of a deceased raler or of a hving ruler of a “safely” distant
kingdom. Another class of quasi-anosymoes comage boars an indaect
reference to the nuler's name, somesimes enconced in a pious phrase
of evocason (e.g., yd karim on the otherwise anonymous coins of the
Iranian reler Karim Khin), sometimes as an allusion within a verse.
Only the poetic allusion is encountessd in the Birakziy and contem-
porary series. The anoaymous or quasi-anoaymous protoacol is thus a
surogate for the named royal protocol and is typecally unique to a
partcular ruler, though in some cases, as we shall see, the identical
anonymous protocol could pass from one ruler 1o his successor,
especially if that successor were a uterine brothor, ;e we skall observe
mn the caie of the Qandshar sardars, Fusthermore, it is 2 general rule
that the same asonymous protecal i pever used simultaneously by
more than one naler, for an anonymeoes protocol is pust 23 much the
badge of the com msswer as is 3 named protocol. *

At nmes one muler may wse more tham one protocol
simultancously. In Iran and Afghanistan dusing the [8th and 19th
centuries, multiple prosocols were ofien used to distinguish differet
coin denominations. Thus a few Dummasa fractional rupees—all
catremely raro—bear shotter protocols, 10 some catent necessitaled by
the smaller size of the fractiomal dies. Another example concerns the
cotnage of the Kashmlr nuint, whore several Durrdnl and Birakssy
ruders used a dastinctive couplet for thesr rupees of that mant, perhaps
for political reasoas, perhaps %0 indicate that the Kashmir rupoos were
struck 0 a lighter weight standard.

In the context of an establshed dynastic line, such as that of the
Derrinis and their sshdynastic groupings, it woukl normally be
expected that the precious metal coinage would always bear the name
of the ruler, whese legaimacy would, at least theoeetically, be uscon-
tested. Thus the appearance of anosymous coinage by an established
dynasty is lavariably anomalous, indicative of senoes dispates
regarding sucoession, legitimacy or security. Such concems underfay
every appearance of anonymoss cosnage under the Rirkzays and theur
Sadoziy and Altkozdy comtemporaries (more on these subgroups
later). On the other hand, there 13 no general rule for the clecidation of
2 anoeymous coimage. Each emission must be examined iadividually
n the light of contemporary events. It is my ntentxon here to examine
eaxch interfude of anonymows of gquasi-ancaymoss coinage and 10
mcertain, as far as possible, who was respoasible for each issue and
undor whal Circematances it was prodeced.

Ancaymoss coinage appears from time to time at the three mants
of Kabul, Herat and Qundahar, the last normally called by sts
eputhetical name Ahmadshihi on coimage from 1170 10 1273 Hyni?
Aside from o short-lived isue a8 Peshawar (1247.1249), anonymous
precions metal comage does not occur at any other Derrdnd mint, The
coinage of Kabul and Qandabar has recently been treated in some
detail im a pair of articles by Hamidi®, bat these remain scrious
shortcomings in his analysis. He relied solely on the Afghan sources.

‘Am-mm:rmudemnnuul’hum
tut may abo bo dowrmused, expocilly for sscnymoss protocels, by
amangement of the Inscnpuion of, more commonly, by‘eltacud—.u
cotre incaption o & contrilly placed portion thereo!

SA few iaes of Prshawar, Kasunk and the varsus snts of S3ind do nol datly
concerm s here, bat will be mentioaad ot the concluacn of tes paper for the ke
of compleamens.

rlamids 19992 & 1995h




ignoring the British (including Indian) and Russian sousces of the
pervod. The rocent historical works of Yapp (1980), Waller (1993),
Lee (1996), and Noclle (1997) have sought 10 bradge the g2p between
the Afghan and European sources, which must be tken togethes, 3
they each provide informarion Iacking in the other. In pencral, the
Afghan sources provide disconcertingly few dates and ofien arrange
information out of chrosological sequence, because the structure of the
web of alliances and imterrelationshaps between what were essentially
tribal principalsties is thesr chicl point of focus. The European sousces,
on the other hand, are of three sorts, contemporary travel accoants
noemolly comtaining few dates (e.g.. Masson 1542), nearly
cossemporary and later historcal accounts of the First and Second
Asglo-Afghan Wars, which ussally are replete with dates but only for
events in which Britigh inserests were directly involved, and archival
records (including cspionage reports) which are almost imvanably
dased. Most of the archival matenial is stored i the temporanly
insccessible India Office Library”, bet these are further resources in
Moscow and Delhi which have boen scarcely touched. The European
sources often fail 1o comprehend the complexly intertwined personal
and tribal sspects of nineteenth contury Afghan political strectures and
tend 1o focus on the principal rulers i the main population centers,
especially those with whom European agests personally came nto
contact. The means by which nincteenth ceatury Afghan nelers con-
structed their governance is for that reason at best superficially
reflecied in the European matenial. One consequence of this namow
focus is Sat traditsonal westorn oumismatists have tended 1o assign all
coins streck within the resgn dates of the principal ruler 1o that
individual, even issues whech, as | shall show, were clearly struck at
ety whiere 1hae ruler excremed no influence whatsoever  Thus all
ancarymoss couns struck between 1239 and 1255 have been indiscrim-
sately arsbuted 1o Dost Mubammad Khin, even isues of Qandabar,
where he exercised no asthonty untl the year 1272

Thas received wisdom was first put into print in the rather
superficial catalogue of Barakziy coins published by Whate King in
1896 (though uscful in its day), was subsequently adopted sncritically
by Craig 1976, then by Broce ¢ ol in the Standard Catalog of Seath
Agian Coins and in poss- 1982 editsons of the Stamdard Catalog of
World Cotms. Hasnadi wan the first to make an offort to guestion this
received wisdom. The defiencics of his results have become
apparent m light of mose recent schalarship, muach of which was aly
published after Hamid's nometheless tail-blazing efforts. ®

Numismatists have tradstionally divided tho post.-Nadir Shah
rulers of Afghanistan meo two main dynastic groups, " Duerlini” and
“Barakzay”, phus a short growp ot Herat (1258.1272/1342-1855)
customanty bant wrongly regarded as “Sadozly”. These monnikers are
inaccurate, as has been amply demonstrated not just @ modern
histonscal scholarship, but also in contemporary scholanship of the
niseteenth centary, both British and Afghan. In fact, all groups were
part of the Durrdnd constellation—the name Denriind i relatively rocent,
having apparestly first bees assumed by Ahmad Shih (1160
PISSVIT4T-17728, who styled bamself, as his coins clearly show, devr-
e dorrde, "pearl of peats”, sometimes miscontrued as dovr-¢ dowrda,
“pear] of the ape™. In fact, Ahmad Shah was of the Sadozdy branch of
this constellation, descended through a male line from its eponymous
founder Sado. Other branches of the Pashtun confederacy whxch
festure in 19th centary events include the Bimizly, Popalzdy, Allkoziy
and Barakziy, and in particular, the Muhammadzdy brasch of the
Blrakedy, as well as others who exerted caly focal influence and keft
no sumismatic record (e.g., ‘Alizdy, Nirziy, Achikziy, exc.). The
Bieniziy raled sutonmomously sex) struck coies only besefly m Kashanir
(1223-1228). The autonomoss relers of Heral afier the death of the
last Sadozdy, Kanwdn Shih, in 1258/1842 were of the Alikozay
branch, not the Sadozdy. Finally, the twenty sons of Payinda Khin
and thew descendants were of the Mubammadziy Birakziy clan, who
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ruled over parts of Afghanistan from 1233/1818 and over the entire
country from 1279/1863 until the establishenest of the sockalist
republic in 1393/1973. Neee of the Popalzily mled ndependently over
aary mant bocation, though they 3 times wiclded considerable suthonty
over several Jocal regioos.

In the following analysis | will exsmine the anosymous ssues of
Kabul, Qandahar and Heral m that order. Citabons are given o
individual specimens only when it is deemed necessary, Otherwise,
cilations can be feand, albent superficially, in the Standard Caralog of
Waorld Couns, where nearly all types are photographed.  Inscriptions
are noted where necessary (in transcription caly). Because of the
complexity of the series and the inadequacy of the chronology
provided by the Standard Catalog, | have appended 3 tabulsr
rocaputulation of the coiss of these three mints, together with reference
table of Durrdini and Rirakz3y weight standards snd a Jramarnis
personae of the poncipal persons cited mn the text

Only precious metal coinage has been 1aken into conssderation, for
the simple reason that copper coinage was not a regal affair but a local
civic matter. By the 1230s copper comage was always anonymous
and, as best as can be determized, never reflected political develop-
ments within the Birakz3y kingdom. Frequent renewal or overstriking
of the copper cotnage was an often abused means of nasing revenoe af
the local Jevel, as will be noted in the discession of the Qandabar
comage.

During the 1%th century there were only three mints in
Aflghanistan engaged n the peoduction of precious metal comnage,
Kabul, Qandahar and Herat. Other mints now in modern Pakistan
(Pesbawar, Bhakkar, Dera, Dernjat and Maltan) struck Durrind
comage duning the carlier years of the century befose they were seazed
by the Sikths; of these only Peshawar produced an anonymous
comage, but just briefly (1247-1249). The mint of Balkh was active
duting the 19h century only for copper coins, &8 wese sevenl
additional mimts duning the period from asbout [855 to 1883
(Ghaznayn®, Jalslabad, Badakhshin, Khinibad, Tashqarghan,
possibly odhers). The restriction of prectous metal comage 10 the three
above-mentioned mints persisted cven during the most chaotic
interludes of political disintogration, Thus the vietually independent
amurs in the north {(Makmana, Mazar-1 Shand, Badakhshan, eic.) mever
vestured % produce a siiver comage of their own, pot evien 2 coinage
i the name of an Afghan or Bukharan sultan. Compare this situatsn
to the proliferation of temporary mints during the English covil war of
the 1640, the Mexican revolution of the 19105 or the Maratha
uprsings m the early 18th century Mughal Empire.  'What fosces
deterred Jocal potentates from producing their own comage” Certamly
there was 00 technological reason for eschewing the establishment of a
miat, for any halfway competent silversmith or coppersmith wosld
have had e knowhow 1o prodece coms, albedt ralber primatively. We
have here an enigma thae serely merits further inquary.

Many of the com types discussed in this paper weee produced
within very short intervals of time, in some cases m little as two or
throe weeks, perbaps Jess. How long meght it have takon for a pew
sdministration 10 produce the first comns of a new type? T recently
discussed this matter with David Greemhalgh of Kctiering, » modem
“moncyer” who regularly demonstraes the sechnigees of medieval
com production af fain asd oducational events throughout Bratain, He
confirmed that during the 1 3th/19th century, the dies for Durrdni and
Bieakzhy were peoduced by a combisation of punches and intagio
engraving, a mech more time-consuming process than simple
pusching. He esamated that a skilled engraver could have produced a
hagh quality die for a typical Birakzyy rupee i abost two bours, theee
howrs at the maxmum. The determination of the design would have
bren a matter of just a few minules, unless there were sernous
disagreements over Lhe content of the coin inscriplions, and just a few
minutes would have been roguired 10 slietch 8 drnwisg of the type for
the engraver 10 wie a8 a model. In other words, if the design were
agreed over beeatfast, the finst coins couk) have been hammered 0w by

YGhazmayn wan the T9h comury spefing for e city most commonly feund o
modern mags 33 Gaaiw




hunchtime. ' The oaly serious delay might have come enber from a
leagihy debate over the inscrptional content or from the temporary
absence of the local engravers.

As o the case for vintually all Islamic comage, Derrdnt and
Birakzay silver coinage was struck 10 specified weight and fincoess
sandards,  Unfortumately, no statutory documentation of these
standards is known to have survived from the penod usder
consaderation. The actual weight and fineness standards can only be
reconstructed from the comns themselves, in conjunction with the
occasional bul not always unambiguous references to these standards
in contemporary chrosecles, serviving documents and the reports of
foreign, mainly Britssh, travelers to the region. In this paper weight
standards are eapressed in grams, though 1 mus be remembered that
o the (ime weight standards were calculated m the then cunvent units of
weight. The basic unit for weighing precios metal wan the murhgdl,
which had become standardized in lran at abowt 461 grams by the
carly 1181 7th century. The mithgdd was divided mto 24 sokhud, a0d
the makhud into 4 kabbeh.!' In other regions and at other times, the
mithgdl weighod anywhere from about four to mose than five grams,
bet the 451 gram muthga! came 10 dominale i lran, probably because
of its compatibility with the Indian rupee, whach was establsbed in the
moddic of the 10th/16th contury ot 11.52 grams, Thus the standard
Indian rupee was precisely two and a half Irssian mithgdlx. In Derrdni
and Rieakz3y tines, it seerms that the Tranian surhgdl was used ot Herm
and probably alo at Kabul. The descrepancy between the Kabel and
Qandahar rupces sugpests that a somewhat Lighter mirkgd/ was
employed at Qasdahar. It & likely that the exact values of many of
these weighis can be determined theough a study of travelers’ reports
and archaval records.

Fincaess standards are more complex. Ia theory, from the time of
the reform of Ghazan Mahmtd (694-703/1295-1304) all lrasian are
related silver comage was struck from “pare™ silver, 1.c., salver refined
10 the maximal punty oblanable with the avadable technology,
Modemn analyses of pre-modem “puare™ silver invariably show some
degree of impurity, typscally from a fraction of 1% to as much m 5%
oreven move. One of the maim smpuntics 1s gold, whose presence 15 a
clear indication of the lematations of pre-modem refining lechtagues,
for ut was always far moee valuable than silver. By the beginning of
the 19th century, relatve modern refining technology was availabie in
Europe and at the Bratish miots in India, bt it wis almost certanly
unknown n Afghanmistan. Thes varations of a few percest from one
group of rupees 10 another need not necesarilly be interpeotod as o
change of standard. Nonetheless, as s cvadent Trom the color and
specific gravity of many Ime Durddni and Blrakziy sdver coins,
debasements of the sibver alloy were freguently undertaien, at tenes
the Jevel debasement was drastic, SO% or moee. There is unfortunasely
no publnded data concerning the linencss of these cotns. Until such
data is avarlable, any anempt 10 determine the trade valee of the vamous
sdver codss of the penod 1 purely spoculative.

Tramsliteration: Commonly known geographacal names are given
their wsual English forms, without diacrsticals (Herat, Peshawar,
Kabul, cic.). Ouber geographical names, Afghan aad lranun personal
e and Arabec insceptions ke the Arabuc translseration followmg
the Libeary of Congress systom, except [or e suppressaon of the
foe the 18 marbiira.  Persan imcriptions are given s Pesian
trmmsliteratson.  Hence, for example, Arabic mivhasmad and sikda in
the narrative, but Persian mohammad and seideh in the trascrigtion of
a Persian lext

1934e domonirated the prodection of a peached die 3¢ & pseado-Icamec com at
e Ashimolesn Meseum. Bt ook him abowt 15 minsses 80 set up his wols. 1
preponnd & Serign for him, o whaoh he oot & Se, i whinh, pest for Tun, w
concealiod e letions DIVA. From $a time | handod him the dexign o the tme
e Fiext com wins hammered ot (wsng 2 reverse die be had made earber), Jew than
Soemy misetes had clapned

FiDunng sy vises 50 Iran o the 1960, the surhpd? and itx Svisioms were il
weeversally emplopod for weightng precious metals, bt by the 1970s metnc s
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1. Kabul

Durrdnl power reached 1ts apogee towiards the end of the reign of
its Sadozdy founder, Abhmad Shah, who established a new capotal ot
Qandahar, which he resamed Ahmadshahi after humself, appareatly
during the year 1170, as indicated by the comage. Early in the reign of
his 500 and successor, Taymie Shab, Kabel emerged as the dynaatx
caputal, and remamns the national capital to the presemt day. At the same
time, numerous pecspheeal provinces inesorably fell away from
Derriind aschorty. This centrifugal process worsened duneg the reign
of Taymée's son and successor, Shih Zaman (1207121671793 1801 ).
Dening the decade after ihe latier’s death the process of disintegration
had accelerated to the point where the authority of the ruler of Kabul
was elffecuvely lemitod to that city sad 3 fow munediately adjossing
districts, though this developenent remained obscused by the tendency
of local potentates 1o exercise thewr authority in the name of an
ucreasingly powerless Sadordy scion. Ouwiside Kabul, Jocal tribal
choes, mont of whom had ancestral roots in their respective segionn that
anfedated the ascendancy of Ahmad Shith, held the reins of power,
while they squabbled smongst themselves largely oblivious 1o and
wnaffeciod by ovents o the cagetal. In other words, Afghanistan had
succumbed 10 a form of warlondem not all that diffesent from what has
tranapirod during the 1990, Nonctheless, there remaimed a concept of
an “Afghan™ stne led by a descendant of the Sadoziys, not a natsaal
siate as recent Afghan historans such as Reshtia and Ghubar have
argued bag & an impenal “stase” under Sadordy/Durrdni acgss, 1.0, &8
the hereditary possession of the Sadozdy branch of the Durriini
confedersnion, Individial warords typecally portrayed themsclves as
potential restorers of the Durring cmgare and exercased thesr authority
B0t im (hewr own names but in the names of one or asother sexon of the
Sadoziy clan, under whose basner they coudd justify the legitimacy of
their de fato athority. With the defoat of the Sadazdy Shud® al-Mulk
at the hands of his brother Mahmild Shah in 1224/1809, all semblance
of effective Sadozay authority evaporated, for Mahmid was no longer
his own master but the figurebead of the Muhammadziy Barakziys,
headed at the time by Fath Khaa, son of Plysada Khan, who wrangled
for himself the pesition of vizeer to Mahmd ** However, it was not
wnal a quaster of a century later, i 12501834, that the leading member
of the Birakzsy clan, by then Dost Muhammad Khan, took the
decisive step of formally prockaming his kingship in the bhurba and
sikka, the formad prerogatives of kingship noted = the insroduction,
Dening the twenty-six years between 1224 and 1250, all comns strack
under Birakz3iy awibority either bore the name of a Sadozdy
figurchead, or cnted a deceased mdividual, or were lully ancaymons.

Dunng Mahmid's second reign at Kabul (1224.1233/1809.
I818)1%, the Blhnakzay vizser Fath Khin and his beetheen were able to
consolidate their respective posisons in various pasts of the
disintegrating Durrfind patrimony.  In 1231818, while at Herat,
Mabinod was coaxed by his son Kameiin mto a deomed attemgt 1o
reassert Sadozdy intlesnce by blindsag and then cruclly murdenng
Fach Khan, an act that aroused the antipathy of the latter’s remairang
Baxakzay brothers. Ose of them, Mohammad *Azim Khin, whose
center of power had been at Kashmir and Peshawar, seat his half.
brother Dost Mubasnmad Khin to Kabul, Mahmiid's deputes decsed
it fatile 10 resist the Barakzay advance and fled to Qandahar, to whach
Mahimid had ia the meanwhile returmned. After further defeats,
Mahmod Med northwards by the moustain souwte 10 Herat, whore he

1t 3 Mk flod 40 Botish sormtory in ladia and setiled i Ludbans, He
made two ferther atempts 1o regam power = the Durtani Lands (= 1227 and
1200, confirmed by cous siruck = bes nme o Pedurwar on these two
occaions, KM721 A KMT24, sespectively), both cady Mectingly soccendul (tare
were additional sneccesstul in e 12400) Mo wan sltimately restoent io
s throne 3 Kabal by the Bratish in 12551859, 0ot . & truly mdependent
Dxrrant ruber bt as » Niguoohand for Bevtich relle. He was assasinatod at Kbl
dusng the tsme of anarchy » 12581840

P08 Shih Sad been povernorn of Mot dunng @ roagn of tis father, Taymir
Shah (1I8A-2207) Aster hus Fathar's death, b ot fewt opponed the eathronement of
s Seother, Shab Zamdn (1207-1216), choosng 10 nde autosomowsly from Mot
From 1207 80 1202 sod agam bracfly in 1216, cotns were strack at Merat andor e
wetonity of Mahunkd in the same of his docessed father (s guasi-
metonomonnly ;. fromm 1213 30 1215 be accogeed his heochor's seniority aod sweck
comn in his name. At the avertheow of Zaman i 1216, Mabmid began iy fewt
roign, which lasted st twn yoars (52 1612101800 3M08),




subsequently ruled untdd his death in 1245, followed by Kameiin unti!
his death m 12557% The flight of MahmOd and Kamrds in 1233,
howeves, marked the end of Sadoziy Durriind leadenhip a1 Kabul and
the beginning of an extendod period of internal strafe that has
penadically resusfaced to rear sts ugly head wnnl the present tme.

Mubammad “ Azim wemi to have aken over the leadenhip of de
Barakziy clan following the murder of his cider beother Fath Khin,
whom he had peeviously served as governor i Kashmir, Mubammad
“Azim at once began 1o parcel cot the Binkzay poassessions w0 several
of bis brothers. In particular, he appointed Dost Muhammad, formerty
governor of the relatively miner distnct of Ghazni, 1o the important
governorship of Kabul. Dunng the final months of 1233, coms
continued 10 be struck at Kabul in the same of Makan(d Shah, cither
because Deost Muhamenad feared that Mahmid would attempe to retake
Kabul or as an act of deliance towards hin brother, Mehammad
‘Arim.'* The lamer had already appoinsed & brother of Mahmid by
the name of Ayyib Shih to the Sadoziy theone at Peshawar, coms
were strack i his name 2t bathe Peshawar and Kaskhair before the end
of 1233,

It would scem tha Dost Muhammad entertamed the wiea of
defying has brother, Mubammad “ Azien, and declanng his stenton 1o
rule independently as Kabul. As a non-Sadozlly, any clam to fully
independent rule would seem illegitimate. Conscquently, be selocted
another taecher of Mahmid by the nume of Sultdn * Al as his nommal
sovereign at Kabul, an at of issubordmation that ked to threats from
Muhammad “Azim, After some half-hearted sesiatance, Dost
Mubammad acgeiesced 10 hss brother's chowce. Sultdn “All was
deposed aad sent off 10 retirement (he was mundered won aflerwards)
As soon as Mulzmmad * Azim armved at Kabul, has petty sovereign
Ayyib Shah in tow, Dost Muhammad wathdrew 10 his apanage at
Ghazni '® There are no colns Known mn the same of Sultin “AlL It
wonld scem thm Dost Muhamesad hesitated 1o proclaim his nommal
sovereign in the Lhurba and sckda, porhaps fearful that vach o move
might infursme has brothers, in particular his half-boother Mubamead
‘Arim who was abost seven years his sensoe!?  After the
rapprochement between Dost Muhamenad and Mubammad “Azim,
o were struck in the name of AyyGb Shah from 1234 %0 1239 a1
both Kabed and Qandahar (af the latter, only late in 1234, following an
cphemeral anomymous coinage 10 be discussed later), as well as at
Peshawar from 1233 untd 1246 and o Kashowr in 1233 and 1234, AL
Kashmir, Ayyidb was provided with a distinctive couplet thal
surreptitionady aldades 10 his dopondency on Mehamanad * Azim:

shih ayyub sekkek bar zar o sim
2ad bea'yid-e hardepdre-¢ “azim

(“Shah Ayyib streck the royal stamp on gold and sibver by affirmation
of the Great Creator™).'* The presence of the woed ‘azim, "great”,
albeit as modifier 1o kardegdr, “the creator”, should be understood & a
sub roga referonce 1o Mshammad “Azim. Ayyob excrcived no real
authonty, actual power at Kabul remained in the hands of Mshamanad
“Azlm unail has death i 1239,

The dearh of Muhamenad “ Azim seems 10 have occwrred at Kabul
durng the month of Rabi®™ 11 1239 (December 1X21) as the result of a
bout of typbus thar affficred him not long after his defeat by the Sikhs
o Nowshehra (between Peshawar and Attock), just after a bnef
14 The remp Sadoulty stane at Herat (1233 1245) servived lapely by appeaning the
S0 of Tran while @ the same time scung as & buffer wate betweon leas and the
Bosale trivall sies noeth and caxt of Herut
F5There in, of couese, the remete possibility St the mint wis mactive i those
Tast mmiha. [0 lighe of the raphdly & g polivcal fidhrw ing e
death of Fath Khan, ssch & peasibiley socms remone. Armics had 10 be raned mnd
the wibes hought off, rwo processes thae requend comiderable quantives of cesh,
vt of whikh would probatdy have Sad 1o be newly sansufacterad Mo
regusitioned of confucaied dullion
15T Mow of evesms was acally quae complex and o times SMNowl o
cluidaic, et those develogments did 2ot load o the mtroducson of ssonymoes
comage, except for an nolatod wsoe of Qandsbar dasd 123 Sscuned below (lor
furdler Sctil, see Manson 18420177 and Redbaia 1990 51.71, where these evesty
e lanod i great Al
175 or, Dont My 4 wan the son & Qrlizhied mother, wherras
Maharmmad " Arim was the son of Tull Blrakady mother (Noelle 1997 5.9)
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sojourn at Jalalabad en route back 1o Kabul '* He was succeeded at
Kabul by his dissolute son Habid Allah under the tusclage of “Abd al.
Jabbdr Khin, another of the sons of Pliyinda Khin; Ayydb was
retamed s pominal wvereign X Thic armangement was challenged by
several members of the Birakzdy clan, especially the sardars (choefs,
especially in a maitary capacity) of Qandahar?!, the uterine brothers
Shérdil Kkin and Purdil Khis, both sons of Paymda Khin, both
desirous of a barger role.  Although Shirdil was preoccupied with
matters at Herst, Purdil mosnted a force and entered Kabal,
reconfinmeag Habid AlIRY's position but raking Ayy@b prisoner, who
had boen brought 1o Kabel by Mahammad * Azim some tame before, as
noted above. Pusdsl did not attempe 50 remain at Kabul, Just before
leaving that city %o return o Qandahar, Purdil permitied Ayydb to sock
exile in the Punjab, possibly in the entourage of the Peshawar sardars
but more hikely further east under cither Sikh or British protection.
Noae of the historical sources that 1 have consulied mentson the
subsequent fate of Ayydb, pot even the yecar of his death,
Noacthebess, the Peshawar sardars continued to sinke mepees o
Peshawas s Ayyeb's name in every year through 1246, afier which
anoaymous repoot wore struck for theoe yoars, until in 1250/1834 the
city was annexed by the Sikhs.

At this Junctsre (1239), the dismantiing of the Durriu stato was
essentially complete,  Habib Alldh ruled enly 2t Kabul and his
authority harely extended boyond the mmediate envarons of the city.
We do not know preciscly how long Habib Alldh rsled, bat be was
still at beast in mominal controd at the time of Moorcroft's arrival at
Kabul on 22 Shawwil 1239720 June 1824, and peobebly still so at the
time of Mooecroft's deparure for Bukhara nearly two months later, on
20 Dho al-Hijja 1239/16 Auguss 18243

There is 0o need 10 delve deeply 0o the comples staie of affars
in and arcund Kabul dunng the shoet “reign™ of Habib Allsh, The
essential outhines of the relevant chronology are as follows: Habib
AlLER succeeded his father arownd Rabi' 11 or Jumddd | 1239, was
challenged by the Qandahar sarda Puedil Khin (acung on behalf of
his beother Shardif) soune four 1o esght weeks Liter, and then, about the
end of Sha'bin 1239, was threatened by 1he sardar of Ghazni, Dost
Mubammad, and the sardars of Peshawar (also sons of Piyinds
Khin), one of whom, Yir Muhammad Khin, joined him ar Kabul at
aboat this time. Presurmably e order to streagthen hes posstion insade
the city vis-A-vis the mcompetent Habib AlISh, Yar Mubammad
summoned his wienne brothers Pir Meohammad and Sultin
Mubammad from Peshawar to Kabul. It was in the Lstor's entourage
that Moorcrolt traveded 10 Kabel #

As a countertalance to the influence of the Peshawar sardars at
Kakul, at some point towards the end of 1239, Habib Alish or his
mentors summaoned help from ene of the Qandahar sardars, Shtehl
Khin, who came 1o Kabul osteosibly 10 assist Habib AlEh, bet instead
ook both ham and Dost Mushammad posoner (Dost Mubamenad was
sewzed by a contangent that fetched him from Ghazni), seizod the nches
deposised by Mubammad “Azim in the Kabed treassry and hastensd
with this booty %o Qandahar, apparently suspicious of the intentsons of
his remainng brochers in the lamer cisy ¥ Before his departure from

970 procise dase does et weem 60 have boen secoeded cither by Afphas or
FEurepean chroniclers. However, Mosrcroft, who wins o Peshawar o the time (e
arvrved there on § Docember IR204 Rab 1 1259), states that the battle of
Nowsbehra bad takes place secently. He and others confarm that Mubisesenad

T A died sot loag afer that Batthe. Thes a date of deasth during (he month of
Rate’ 1/December soems bty (Mooscroft 1841330500 Redna's mamative,
denrving largedy from mdigenous Afghun uneces, cosroborates s chemaology
(191071
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2173 Qanddbar sardars wore five beodhers, Punddl Khia, Shivdd Kide, Kuhandil
Khie, Ratentil Khin and Maedil Khdn, all soos of Fiymds Kida by o Mukbel
Houks wife
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Kabal, but after a few mdecisave skarmishes between Shisdid and Dost
Muhamimad, an agroement was forged between the vanios Bamnakzay
brothers that effectively divided the patrimony inio a large namber of
sutonomous polities under the momanal (but never effectively enforced)
leadership of Shérdil Khin, Reshiia sums up the division of the
Durrdni patrimony as follows: (a) Yar Muhammad sad his full
brother Sultin Muhammad a5 joint relers in Kabsl (b) ‘A
Mubammad asd his full beothers Pir Muhammad and Sayyid
Muhammad at Peshawar, (¢) Dost Mubamarad in Kobistan: (d) Amir
Muhammad s Ghazna; (e) “Abd al Jabbir &t Laghman; (f) Nawwih
Asad Khdn in thowe bits of Derajat that had sot yet been seized by the
Sikhs; (g) Rahimdil Khin in Sind (caputal at Shikarpur); (h)
Muhammad Zamdn b Asad Khin a falalsbad and (1) the worthless
Habib AMSh in Logar ™5 Shndil retained control over Qandahar and
its dependencios as has personal apasage.

In xcordance with thes agrecment, Yir Mubamimad and Sultin
Mshammad assumed power at Kabul, probably after Moorcroft's
departure, thus in late Dha al-Higa 1239 or early Mubamram 1240, 10
judge by Moorcroft's silence concormng this pact between the vanous
Barakzay schoss.  Yir Mebammad did not stay long, bt was
summonzd (o Peshawar by s dying brother and chicf sardar of
Peshawar, the blind “ Al Mubamomad Khan, handing Kabul over 1o
Sultdn Mubammad. ‘At Mehammad died befose the end of 1824
{ended on 10 Jumada 1 1240), which would constitute 0 12 ¢ Tor the
sccession of Saltdn Muhammad as ruler of Kabel 2 Let us now
cxamine the coims.

These are three issees of coins at Kabel dated 1239 12(KM468),
one in the name of Ayyllb Shih and two anonymoss types, the first
beaning the kalima oa the obverse together with a short and sl
undecipbered inscription in feur short marginal segments (KMA73),
the secoad bearing the inscription sebkeye dowlat-¢ soltdn-¢ zamdn
(KMA76). A fourth type has been published, parportedly a rupee
dated 1239 in the mame of Mahaydd S5l (KM4E75), but no examgple of
this type 15 traceable; the type is neither illustrated nor given any
description, other than that it is said 10 be in the same of Mahesdd,
whence | would suggest that the listing is based on an erromeous
reading of one sort or asolber, if not a mere typo.?7

There can be lile doubt that the Ayyib issue of 1239 was
initiated by Mubammad “ Azim, as it falls & the ead of a continsous
series of sumilar coins dated from 1234 10 1239, There are two minor
variants of this issue, one with, the other without regnal year four 2%
Coins of thes type dmed 1238 bear cither the regnal year 3 or 4, thus
confirming the hypotbesis that the Ayysh coin should have been
struck during the carlicr pant of the year 1239 Perplexingly, the regnal
years employed for the coinage in the name of Ayyub at Kabul and
Peshawar do not match At Peshawar, 1238 i combined with yeans §
wd 6, 1239 with 6 and 7.3% At present | can offer no explanation for
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Muslim regral years sormally refer to the ruler aamad on e com, lor this seaon
they are pormally encluded from cotnape The kalima rupee of Kabal
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this discrepancy, it does not swem te comrespond 10 what is known
about the Blraksdy amaus rusmung the affais of thase two cities, All
that can be said with cemainty i that due 10 the large number of dates
ummm«nmywmmdn&uhamly

Of the anomymous types, the kaluma 1ype ts clearly the earlier, for
it setains the year 1239 and the regnal year 4 of the last Ayyob jssue M
Beth the AyyGb type and the kalima type of 1239 are extremely rare,
with fewer than a dozen of the former asd only two confirmed
specamenn of the kalima type in existence, the latter both saruck from
1he same pair of dies, 2

Consderably more plentiful is the second anonymous type
(KM476) Its asoaymous legond, setke-ye doulatee soltdn-¢ zamdn,
may be translaed as “the stamp of the government of the ssdtan of the
ape (or ume)”, keaving open the question of just who might be that
saltan, Howover, both e use of the terms sebde and the ¢ busion of
regnal year “one” (ahad™) indicase that this type msst have been the
mitial issue of 3 new ruder, for which the only candidate i Habib
Allah, e nomsnal reler of Kabul from about Rabi® 1l wntil
approxienately the turm of the year 12391240, as nosed above. Under
certain carcumstances., seference to an unspecified king had become
qQuite customary in castem Iskaaic polities sance the i/ 4th century,
particularty 10 canes where a new dynasty (i this case, a new cln)
assumed power without having yer acquired the formal trappings of
legitimacy M As we have noted, roforence 10 an unspecified rulor was
in fact just one version of AN0OYMORS OF Quasi-AnonyIMmoLEs coinage.
Since the authonty of Payinda Khan had been that of a civil servant,
admittedly of a rather cxalied sature, but not that of 3 soversign nder,
his sons were unwilling to proclaim thesr de facto authority in their
own names, lost ibey be eegarded as ssarpers in the eyes of the ulema,
As we shall later observe, in 1245 Dost Muhammad sought 1o
establish bes own legrtinacy by citing bis doceased father on his codm,

But who could have beea the mswer of the rare kalima type
(KMATIT Was ot the last issue of Mubammad * Azim, who for some
reason decided to remove the name of his Sadoziy sovereign just
before i death™ After all, ot bears the fourth regnal year, though it
cannot be excluded thas the soliary reverse die was simply left over
from previous coinage  Or was it the first isswe of his son and
successor, Habid AllSKY Or could there be a thied possibility? We
have already neted that Ayydb retammed his position as nommal
sovereapn for a few weeks after the accession of Habib Allak at Kabal,
and that several wocks later, Purdil Khin occupied Kabul and
reconlirmed Habib AL as ruler of that city, Herein lies the sobution
10 the issuer of the rare kalima type. The Ayveb type would have been
strack firse by Mubammad “ Azim and then by his son and succeswor,
Habib Allsh, venil the ammival of Pardil. Ayydb Shah had been the
nominal prince of Mubammad *Azim, who beloaged 10 a faction of the
Barakzay clan that was oppased by the Qundshar sardars, Perdil Khin
and his wierine beothers. Although the sextual sources are silent in this
reapect, it seems thal oae of Purdil Khin's motivations in atacking
Kabul must have beea to lay hands om Ayydb Shih, the last
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rermaining Derriing i the region. His presence must have been
wormsome 1o the Qandahar sasdars, who feared tha other factions of
the Birakziy constellation, such as the rival Peshawar sardars, might
use hun & a rallying poist foe their own ambitions, 1 would thas
propose that Pordil Khin probably amested Ayyib Shih ummedisely
upon entering Kabul, perhaps leaving Habib Alah nominally s chaege
of adminatermg the city, When it came time 10 withdraw bacdk to
Qandahar, Purdil Khin recoaflimed Habib Allah. 1 belicve that it was
duning thas short interval, between the arrest of Ayyub Shih and the
reconfirmation of Habid AlIES, an isterval of perbaps two or three
weeks in o aboss Rajgab 1239, that the kalima rupee was streck. These
may well have been produced in considerable hasie, in which case
reverso dues loft over from the last AyyGb type, still dearing the repnal
year four, may simply have been kegt in wse.” The anomakous regnal
year was either overlooked or regarded as imelevant. In any case, it
wa different from the regnal year used by Sultin Muhammad at
Peshawar for his issees n the name of AyySh. Habib Al remsined
mn Kabul after the depanere of Purdil Khin, whereupon he mtroduced
the saltdn-¢ zamda type.

There exists further circumstantal evidence for assigming the
kalima type 1o Pordil Khin, As will be discussed in the chapser on
Qandahar, tho first anoaymous ssue there, dated 1234, was streck
under the authorty of Perdil Khin. Like the Kabal 1239 wype, it wo
bare just the Kalima on the obverse, though amanged very difforontly
What is moree, after the Qandabar sardars 1estored the name of Ayyib
to the comage of that cty, later in 1234, they continue to place the
kalima on the coimage. In other words, the kalima functionod s a
badge representing the Qandahar sardars. 1o fact, all coles struck at
Qandahar berween 1234 and the Bratish imvasion of 1255, bear the
kalima, cither together with the name of Ayyab (1234-1239) or on
various sorts of anonymous colns (1234, 1240-1255), dunag which
time the city was under contimeous control by the Qandakar sardars.
Thwes the adoption of the kalima at Kabul shosld also be seen as o mark
of Qandabari suthonty at Kabul

Reshtia reports that after Purdsl Khiin bad reappoinied Habib

Allsh ruler of Kabul and returmed 10 Qandakise, there were a few bref .

skirmishes between Habib Allih and Dost Mahammad, dunng whach
the katter besseged Habib Allih bricfly in the B3l Hislr before a
senbement was reachod. under which Habib Allih would remain in
command of Kabul, Dost Mubammad would retum to Ghazni and
Habib Allsh would pay Dost Muhammad an annsal subvention of
20,000 rupees *7 [t wan peobadly for the payment of this subvention
that large numbers of the solfdn-¢ zamdn type were produced, by far
the mont plentifil issuc of Kabwl in the year 1239 %

The next com type survived for between a yoar and 2 year and a
halt and bears the expression fokhr Lo ey simv o zar gz sekleye
sdheb-¢ zamdn, “be peoud, O silver and gold, of the stamp of the
maater of the age™ (KMA77), Coims of this type ate found with the
date and regnal year combinations 1240/one, 12402 and 12412, The
appearance of the expression sdheb-¢ samia (“master of tine™ of
“master of the age™) on the comage of 3 Sunas ruber s rather curous,
The expression, which Bristhes with a panoply of meanings, is used in
Shiste coatexts 1o refer to the tweltth Imam, al-Mahdi Mahamemnad,
who is saad w0 fave owulied himselfl towards the end of the thard
century of the Hijra asd would reappoar as the Measiah at some
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unforesecable moment in the future. Since, according 10 Shiste belief,
he dud not die but rather went im0 hiding (occultation), he i presumed
to have comquered time asell, whence the cpithet “master of time™.
This appeliation scems incongruous on a Sunai coin, though ity
mierpretation as the “master™ or “ruler” of the time can readily be
understood ax approprate, and was perceived as such by the
costemporary Josiah Harlan, as soted below. This cosnage must have
been inmated by Be broters Yie Muhammad and Selzin Mehammad,
who commenced their jent rule st Kabul just afler the begmnning of
1240, and was perpetusted withowt change afier Yir Muhammad was
summoned o take over & Peshawar, keaving Kabul usder the sole rele
of Sulthin Muhammad.  The uninterrupted continuation of an
ancaymors type under two distinct administrations has paralicls
clsewhere in Birakzdy coimage, specifically 3t Qundahar (1243-1254)
and Herat (1261-1269). under circumatances that will be descussed
laster. However, despae the fact that the same legend, dbeit m a
daflerent arvanpement, was comtinued after 1241 under the awshorty of
Dost Mubammad (thosgh withowt! segnal years), the traditional
attnbution of this type (KM477) to Dost Mubamead s clearly
incorrect, as will become evidont in the followmng discassion ™

As is 30 ofien the case, the sesolumion of this problem is beset with
contradictery evidence. Both the Afghan and most European sources
apree that Dost Mehammead occupied Kabal oaly aficr the death of the
Qandahar sardar Shirdal Khan, who died during the month of August
1826 (26 Dhi al-Hijja 1241-27 Muhamram 1242); Reshtia places it
even later, during the year 1827 (began 2 Jumadi 11 1242).% On e
other hand, Masson provides a detailed descniption of Dest
Mubammad's entry wio Kabul-

Siiktin Mdéhamed Khin governed Kibal for about a yeas
uuha-pimcunpws”nondmm and as e

the inserest, thas faction sull inclined 10
Dost Khidn The latter chief, availing himsclf of a
favounble opportumity, suddenly mvested his half brother in
the Balls Hissér, or csadel. Yht:mo(ddumm
madeguate, and medation was L the resull of which
wis that Siilthn Méhamed Khan rotired to Poshdwar, Dost
Mohamed Khin, engaging to remit him annually the sam of
one likh of npees, became master of Kibal and ws

dependencaea !

Masson does pot make any mention of the supposedly prior death
of Sherdil Khaa in conacction with these cventa, If his teport is
trestworthy, and there scems 10 be po reason 10 guery ils accuray,
then the acquisition of Kabul by Dost Muhammad asd the retirement
of Sultan Muhammad 10 Peshawar comcide well with the transition
from the first fabler kon type (KM477) 10 the second fakhr kan type
(KM478) i the meddle of the year 1241, Although it can never be
assumed that the pace of mintage was eniform across an entare vear, if
Is worth poting that amongst the coten dated 1241, the st type is
several times rarer than the second. an observation which cautionly
supgesis that the transition moee likely occumred calser m thal year,
rather than later. Thus it doos indoed appear that the rule of Sultin
Mubamemnad at Kabul probably lasted only somewhat over one year,
well in conformity with Massom's repost. The elaminxtion of the regeal
year on type KMATS is furiher evidence for the change of issuer at this
Juncture

In the division of the Sadozdy patrumony following the
assassination of Fath Khan in 1234, Dost Mubammad roceived the

region of Ghazni as his apasage (though not without opposstion ), then
gradually extended hus sphere of inflocace 10 eOCOMpass Many regses
west and north of Kabel, i particular the sesource-nich district of
Kobistan 10 the noeth, 10 which be ultimately ganed formal recognition
under Shedil's conciliatons of 123947 Although 1t seems that Sulisin
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Muhamead was not at first inclined to capaulate 10 has ambatious half
other Dost Muhamnad, # s conceivable (hat extormal prossures
might have forced his hand.  Sultia Mubammad's base of power
remained Peshawar, despate has renidence af Kabal, and Peshawse was
at the time under constant threat from the expanssonist podicies of the
Sikh ruler Ranjit Singh. Could it be that Sultin Muhamemad regarded
0 his best interest 0 appease Dost Mubamenad by acknowledging
bis claim to Kabul? The numismatic evidence strongly suggests that
this was indood the case, as 1 ahall now explan,

There are two crecial Bems of numesmatic evidence that need 1o be
taken o account. Fust of all, the coinage of Peshawar, the true bame
of Sultin Mubammad, continued entil 1246 1o cite the nominal
Sadozdly sovereign Ayyab Shah with regnal yean that comimence in
1233, Secondly, the sdhed.¢ zamdn legend of 1ype KMA77 is
perpetusted verbatim on the two subsegquent anocaymous aues of
Kabul, KM478 with dates 1241 through 1244 and KM479 with dates
1244 and 1245, In addition, the obverse of KMA479 closely mimics the
amungement of the same legend on the 1240 and 1241 issve (KM4ET7).
From these two observations | would conclede that Suitin Muhammad
perceived himaell as autonomous ruler s Poshawar and as roductant
caretaker for Dost Mubammad st Kabul, presumably from the very
commencemnent of s assigmment 10 the latier city ot the beginnaag of
1240. Otherwise, why would Seltin Muhammad have used an
anonymous peotocal ot Kabul and a Sadozly protocol at Peshawa? A
pragmatxally divided policy of thes nature makes perfoct sense in view
of the complex web of interrelationships that characterized carly
Birakz3y ascendancy m Afghanstan:  proclam oneselfl i one's
personal apanage ban conciliate one’s powerful neighbos elsewhere.
Farther evidemce for Sultin Muhammads willingness o scode o
Dost Mshammad is that be seadily deferred to the latter’s challenge,
offering to withdraw from the Bala Hisir before the onset of actual
bostilities, as Masson makes clear in the passage cited above.

Before comidering the asonymous ssees of Dost Mubammad, lot
& resum for a moment 1o the adoption of the expression sdhkeb-¢
samdn. | have pot been able 1o assesa the level of influence execeved
by the Quzilbash of Chindawul dunng the ascendancy of Saltkn
Muhammad a1 Kabul. The Shaite Queilbuash, who resided in thear own
quarter (Chindawul) just outsade the city of Kabul, had been a
significant force in Durrdni rule from the very beginning. Their
sectanan divergence from the Afghan mainstream was froguently
cause lor fnction of greater or lesser senousness, especially as they
Bad become the poncipal administrative sad scribal class within the
Durriini polity. Could it be that Sultin Mebamenad's adeption of the
pdhehe zamdn begend was intendoed o placate the Qizilbish nobidity
and thus cement thar loyalty, for the Qizilbish seem to have
periodically cxpressed a preference for Dost Mehammad over the
Sadozly claimants as well as over other members of the Birakziy
wobility” Or was it ssmply that the ostensibly pro-Shiite expression,
sihelroe zamdn, had by this jeecture become devord of any significant
Shaite flavor?

The association of the term sdbeb ¢ 2amdn with the Bhrakzays
was noted by the insaghtful contemporary obscrver Josiah Harlan, a
Peansylvania physicisn who traveled a3 3 mercenary to Afghanistan
and saw service for several years as military advisor to Dost

Muhammad, then antious 1o strengthen has military acumen by
adopting westom style orgaszation and discipline. [n regard to Dost
Mubammad's placement of his own name on the colnage
1250/1834, Harlan provides the following commensary:
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now impressed with the 1zance of “Ameer Dost

Mahomed, byﬂnm?l,god %

He does not specifically associate the sdheb-¢ zamds legend with any
one of the Blrakzays, but rather smplies thal it was common to more
than one of them, thus adding further evidence for the hypothesis that
the sdhed-¢ samdn commage was inibated by Yis Muhammad and
Sultin Mubammad aad retamed by Dost Muhammad.  Harlan's
assignation of this monio to the “coin of Cabul”, together with what is
clear about the Imscrigrions of the coin of Peshawar, lends Tunber
suppost 1o the somewhat asomalous sitwation in which Saltin
Mubammad wa simwlaneouly promelgating two complotely distingt
seets of coinape, his own proper coimage st Peshawar in the name of
b erstwhile protégé Ayydb Shah and an anonymosn coinage for Dost
Muhamunad at Kabul in the “name™ of the sdteb.e zamdn. In effect,
Seltin Mubammad, through the formality of the sikka. was
promulganing the anilice that Peshawar and Kabol were two destingt
politics, onc under hes own firm control (Peshawar), the other beld
nominal by ancther of the soms of Plyinda Khan, in this case Dost
Muhamemad (Kabul). U canmet, however, be ascortuncd whether the
mpetus for thin distinctson came from Sultin Mahammad himeelf,
from Dost Mohammad., or from the Chindawel Qizilbash
admunistrators

One fmal note coscernmng thas ssue s germane. The rupee of
Kabul had at first retained the Mughal/Afsharid standard of 11,52
grams, but was redeced to approaximately 106-10.7 grams m
1228/1813 dunng the seign of Mahmid and mandessed on the coins
themselves by Be adoption of a toughra-like reverse desagn lowands
the middle of that year (KM4634%) Type KMAETT (1240.1241)
saugerated a lighter standand of about 955 grams, which weuld
continue st Kabal (hut not a1 other mants!) uatil 1245, as we shall see,
s 1t not sronic that the weight reductson of 1240 should have been
signaled by a verse that admonsshes siver and gold to be proud of the

new rayal stamg”

The next anonymous type (KMAT8) preserves the fakhr kon
fegend of type KMAT? but arranges it very differcatly on the die. The
worls sdbeb-¢ 2amdn ae enclosed in a contral poinsed quasrefonl, with
the date and the remainder of the royal protocol in four marginal
segments. The disposstion of the mint/date Jegend on the severse was
also viably aliered, 10 the extont that the obd and new versions coukd
readily be distinguished even by an iliterate peasant. This new type
was struck in large quantities from 1241 through 1244, The regnal
year 1 0o Jonger incladed, 2 would be the case for vertually all
subsequent issoes of Kabul. The date is sepeated on obverse and
reverse. As 2 result a nusnber of mumatches are known, surely the
result of a reluctance 10 throw away 3 still serviceable die from the
peeviows year, exher obverse of reverse Y0 This type is clearly an ssue
of Dost Muhammaid, who, as we have noted, was recognized al Kabul
by about the middie of 1241, though it is cerainly possable that he dad
oot phiyscally eccupy the ity wntil some months kater, perhaps even
after the death of Shiedl, as many of the sources allege, Coans of this

Mturlan BA2 123 The imubics are hs. The coin lepend adopted in 1250 does sot
bear e Presian oguivalom of “by fe grace of God™. Inncad, & dears s sppesd by
e ruler for avsistatce from Cod o & planned phad, an exprosion that Harle
prodably saew as o0 Blasic equivalont 1 the Britivh doi grane. AL St time,
Asscrican comage wits proely secular, wibout Bie lesn “in God We St ™ that was
it added 1o ihe Ameriomn colnage in | W4
“Mh-ph.—hn-mdmn—‘pbynnwﬂmmh
decront trpons wis 4 rare phenomonons in hi theer are
NemRives A tenl Inenstive euample i B comage of B Safwnt
ruder, Tabwntp U (1135 10451722-1732), whos aftor the libcrton of hfahan from
Alghan control 1 1 271729 productd & comige in bis own same 81 mints snder
AVt Nafav st admanintrataos Il (IO S8 ANy EROL COMAED (I e e
of the Eqgteh Imam, “All & Maci) 2 those munts forming the aparage of Talmdng
Quls Khan (the futere Nider Shibh ), partsosker Madhad

Ve tings = the Standend Canstog are meormect. THhese is 00 cois of (s 1ype
daad 12206, bt the mitial soe is 12255 (Tebinges 1LY E2) Sulneguont yean
wor P20, B250, 1202 and 1210, all wuh commponding segral year, Swagh (he
repnal yeur s o8 D Fam on most Kaosn sgecimons. The type s relaovely nee
Inthe howd of 100+ Katel rupecs erminad dute sbowt | 245) cited & 2 pecvines
note, theer were o least 150 exampies of She Ay (b aes of 12341259 but 0o
woowe Uiam o docen or so of KMAGS (12250255 The howd has by sow boos
widcly deperied heoughout Be markel

SO g, Tubingon 9531215 (1242 chwerse. 1241 revene) and 95.4.212 (1242
vwene, 1243 revene )




type are qute plentiful, perhaps becanse they were struck in substantial
mumbars 1o cover, amongst other fiscal obligations, the agroed annual
allowance or tnbute to Sultan Muhammad of 100,000 rupees. Of
coune, such allowances need net have been paid in actual repee coms
of Afghan mintage. Either commodities or foreign com, especially
imported pold and East Iadia Company rupees, might have constituted
4 portion of these tramsfers. However, despite the lack of
contemporary evidence, | am inclined to postalate that a large, if not
overwhelmingly large, propomon indeed comnted of sdigencus
stlver rupees, Copper coins could not have been used, as their
circwlation was restricted to the city of ongin and its immediste
environs, whereas gold coins were struck in mfinisesimal quantivies
and were no longer utilized as day-lo-day currency.

In 1244, Dost Mubammad altered the type (KM479) by restorng
the obvene design of the 1240.1241 coinage (KM477) but
mamtaining the reverse design of 1241-1244 (KM478). The
inscriptional comtent and weight standasd (~9.85g) remained
unchanged  The seanons for the change in design remain obscure. The
type was struck in just 1244 and 1245 and is rather rare. Like s
peedecessor ot bare the date on both sides, asd a muling of the two
years is known 47

A causonary sote reganding the phenomenon of mismuched dases
15 0 order. These mulings occer quite frequently: there are nearly 30
oxamples i the Tubingen collection of Durvdnl and Barakzay coins,
dating from 1188 10 1305, as well as numeroas imgeoperly matched
Hiji dates and regnal years. The frequency of this phenomenon
signifies thar mant of (icials were not especially bothered by the use of
an outdased dee, especially for the reverse, which normally boee just the
it name. together with the date, regnal year or both, bul 8o portion
of the royal protocol, For this reason, the numssmatic rescarcher must
never rahly assusne that every paired obverne and rovene mecessanly
belong together, We have already encountered oae disconcerting
example of this phenomenon, the coupling of the 1239/year 4 revense
with the kalima 1ype | have ascribed 10 the brief tenuse of Puedi] Khin
in Kabul (KM473). Normally, in the Durranl and Barakzy series, the
mismatched dies are from adjacent years, bat in some other senes,
notably the Manghits of Bukhara, intervals of up to three or mere
years are commonplace. In fact, mismatched dies tend to oocur in
neatly all Islamic senes where the date is inchaded on both obverse and
revene, ‘¢

Durning the middie of the year 1245 (1829/1830) Dowt
Mubammad intraduced a new coin type a1 Kabul, incorporating a
weight reduction to about 9.3 grams and a radically new obvesse
prosocol im the nnme of his doceased father, Payinda Khin (KM48D).
The protocol 1s m the [orm of a couplet

st 0 tald beh shaws o gamar midehad navd
vagt-¢ ravdj-e selke-ye piyendek khin rand

“silver and gold have brought news 1o the sun and moon tha the time
of currency of the stamp of Pyinda Khian bas amved™. This s a
classcal examplo of what 1 have termed a quasi-aulosomous coinage,
for 1t bears the name of the long deceased father of Dost Mehammad,
Payinda Khin, What maght have convinced Dost Muhamenad that the
time was indeed ripe for such a change? It caznot be pure comcidesce
that the two remazing Sadozdy nomasal rulers, Mahmdd Shih, who
stull enjoved a modascum of independence at Herat, and Ayydb Shih,
the nominal sovereign of the Peshawar sardars, both disappeared from
the scene in the year 1243, Mahmod by death, Ayydb by obscurity
(and perhaps death). At Herat, which by this time had fallen im0 the
sphere of anllucoce of lras and Russin, MahenSd was secceoded by his
son Kimedn, whiose coiss of Herat are knows dased from 1244 (i)
untl 1257, At Pesbawar, the BRrakzky amir Sultan Mubasnmad (Yir
Mubammad had deed m 1828, which began on 13 Jumads II 1243,
leaving Sultan Mubammad in sole charge of Peshawar) costinued to
adom the cosnage with the name of the ostenuibly deceased Ayylb mto
the year 1246, though altering the desin to creaie a voually dstainctive
I unngen 954214 (1244 obvorve, 1245 severse)

ARA notable exception I the colnage of the " Alawi rulers of Morocco i the 18
aid 19k Connarien, for which mismakhes ser vintuslly snhaows

type for the supposedly posthumous wssue of 1245.1246 (KM734).4%
Formal Sadoziy power had thus come to an erd everywhere except
nomnally at distant Herat, whercas Barakzay power was in the
process of consolidation, though the Sadoziy Durrfing faction retased
a modicum of iafluence within Afghanistan, especially in the
traditsonal Sadoziy lands in the Qandahar hinterfands. Thus the
proclamation of Barakely prowess s the thutba and sikka was
appropriate ot thas juncture. However, Birakziy ssthority was sull
very much divided, with Dost Mubasnmad only in control of Kabul
and a few adjaceat districts.  Thus, by resursecting the name of his
Father Phymuda Khin, the acclaissed martyr of the Birakzay clan and
the father of virtually all the remaming Birakzay contenders for power,
he could senounce BarakzXy supremacy over the Durrdinis while al the
same time assuaging his brothers, most of whom were sl fully
autonomous and fearful of Dast Muhammad's expansionsst ambitons,
Morcover, it appears that Dost Mubammad's finances remained
dangerously peecanous, whereupon a reduction of the weight of the
rupee, however o was implemented, would have scemod a sonsible
policy.*® In light of all these factors, the new coinags was an
appropriate responsc 1o the circumstances of the time, Not
surpnisingly, however, contemporary chronicles are sident with regand
10 the new coinage and its lowered weight.

Five years later, in 1250/1834, Dost Muhamanad proposed a jihad
10 seek revenge upon the infidels, specifically the Sikh rulers of the
Punigb who had custed Sultin Muhammad froem Peshawar and taken
possession of the city earlser in the same year. Moreover, most of the
Sikh temisories had once boen part of the Durrdni empire, so that Dost
Mubammad could appeal simultancously to both religious and
nationalis sentisents.  In peeparation for the campaign, Doat
Muhammad sought affermation from the ulema (religious scholars) of
Kabul both for his formal sovereignty and foe his pleas 1o the nobulity
10 finance the mobilization of a ghasi fosce for the upcoming campaign.
In a ceremony somewhat remaniscent of Ahmad Shih's coronation
nealy a century earhier, be recesved the ttle of amir aluny' minin 20d
the formal rights of khwiba and wkka from the alema’! This event is
reflected i the comage by the imertion of his own name o the coin

inscraptions.
amir dAst mokammad bi-'azm-e jang-¢ fehdd
kamar bebast 0 bezad setkeh ndserash hagg dad

“Amar Dost Muhammad, intendiog & war of jidad, ginded his kins aad
strock coins; may the Truth (e, God) grant him ssccor™, a totally
appeopriate inscription for a raler planing a jibad.  Sisce Dost
Muhammad did net have a geneslogical ¢laum to formal legnmacy, be
inssead called for a jihad and appealed % the ulema 10 provide formal

acknowledgment of his sovercigaty, The campaign was indoad camed
out, but was relatrvely mconclusive and failed 1o dislodge the Sikhs
from Peshawar. It might be addad that the previous comnage, citing e
name of his father, the long-deceased Payinda Khin, as though he
were the actual ruler, coslt have providad, in the cyes of the slema, yet
another justsfication for Dost Mehammad's claim to legitimacy. The
five yeary' production of cosns ceing Paymda Khiln was tantamousd o
a posthumous de re proclamation of Payinda's de facir ascendancy

9Ciearly dmed examples of boch years at at Tebingen (IL6 F1 for 1244, IL6 2
for 12465 As mentsoned carber in the text, | have boon unabie 1o determine the
dne of death of Ayyd Shak

5041 5 20t clear how 3 reduction of the weight of the rupee might have sifected the
acoousms of sune. The major causes of Doat Mehamanad s liscs! dringeacy were
the Babune b wis roguired 10 mpply 16 his beodhers, espocially Sultin
Mubamead, s well 25 ofies oecroes dlowances dishad 0ut 1o varouw bl
eaders whase paciliCation was a proseguisste fir masmtiining subility wain fhe
Lmpdom. The acooust pupee wis Kaown 40 4 Ahdm ("vaw ™) nugee snd win
appescatly fised at sem accoan shahis, 3+ had been established by Nadu Shah o
1151737, Actual coms wore known as podfack (“cooked ™) The valee of the
lAeh fupee relative B the Dhdee vanod oves Bme and from plece 1o plce. No
anesmpt has been made bove 10 race the valee of ®e vanous Dusrsnl snd Blrsizdy
denominatives in the (9th commery, bt it s likely that considenble wpebiished
dats exnion, eopecnally e the arvhaves of the Inda Office Litwary (Noclle 1997998
3599, Kakar 19792151 A comemporary observer of this practice was Moban Lad
(LIRS 2161 “AN the povernment and mercantile accounts are sceived sod padd o
Kham rupoes, eypend b tem dhiabs ek This s monl & curment oo, bet b used s
the accovons™

Finaclle 19571507, As noted sbove, the asssmption of the taie ands ol

wvn meimio, whach dhein e appwan on the Comnage, was teconded by Hartes




=d could thes be interpreted as growads for converting Dost
Mubammad's ¢ focto rule mto de fare rale, i cordance with the
principle that the son of a de facro naler was automancally estitied 1o de
Jure recognition, o matter how the father might have scquired his
throne. ¥ Dost Mubammad's named coinage (KM481) was struck
from 1250 to 1255, though some years, notably 1253, are remarkably
nare, perhaps mirrormg the relentless financial cnses that beser the
Kabul regime during these troubled times,

On 30 Rabi® 1 125423 June 1838 the Trpartise Treaty was signed
by Shih Shuys® al-Mulk (the Durriind scion living i exile at Ludhana
o Brutish temritory), the Sikh ruler Ranjz Singh, and the British
govermment in India. The treaty envisionad a British: led invasion of
Afghanntan aad the restoration of Shuyd' al-Malk to the Duerdal
throne 2t Kabul, in bopes of stabilizing e often chaotic political
situation in the region in order to thwart Resvian sed lramian
expansionism @ the region. The Batish imvasion was successful and
Dost Muhammad fled sowards Bukhara, but upon recerving no quarter
there, he surrendered to the British and was despatched into exile in
Indsa. Shupd” al-Mulk was proclaimed king and enthroned st Kabul,
bes sixth proclamation, on 26 Jumadd | 1255/7 August 1839, having
carhier been proclawmed, for the fifth time, at Qandabar by has Bransh
mentons on 10 Safar 125525 Apeil 1339 (his fifth enthronement) !
Three types of coins bearing the name of Shjd° al-Mulk were struck
ot Kabal between 1255 and 1257, The funt of these boars the same
couplet that fad been introduced some three months carbier at
Qunxlahar:

sekkeh zad har sim o zar roushamar az khorshid o mdh
Adwi-ye dimee maty softan shopd " olamolk shdh

“The sultan Shepi® al-Mulk Shah, geosector of the Prophet’s religion,
wruck the royal stamp on silver and gold, braghiter than the sus and
moon”, and is known dated 1255 only (KM483).%¢ The second ssue
bears the inscription soltda shod” al-molk dorr-e dorrdng, and w also
dated 1255 only (KM484.2), The date is rarely vistble, ax the final
digit is placed at the top of the revene. Below the first S of the date
appears a damms, repeesenting the vowel o following the b of Kabal,

BABum 1976127128, 190131 Wh Ot Muhy ‘] d e
wcusation of svurpation by honanag his deceased father o wiltan, Be Qark
Qorytindd sufier Qard ¥ (st (80082 VI406- 1830) accomplivhed the sume feat by
e g bew som P oG o e sellanate . Seversd yoan omber, M Bidag bt
beon made an adogerve son of the falaynd mler Sulties Ahmmad, whose legitimacy
was nover qeastioned as the legitimate heir w the Jallynd theone (s comns an
comimon) OB/, 124),
IShugl' al-Mulk sever exercised avy independent inthornty dering bs filth sod
south reapms, 1255 1255 Alhowgh e Bensds foaces may o first have enviaged &
v sestonation of Durvan poser a1 @ Buller bet hew gus i Ande asd
&muﬁoﬂ;dhﬂmdkwnﬂhm&mm-ﬂnu‘q
Sk Shapd remaocd Jide moee tan a vellacle for woreaveg Briusd avedvesent
- the sflsns of Afghemistan. This led 80 wilesprosd rescotment ammcagst the
Afghans sd ultimatedy 10 the uprang of N 1841, The
umww.wﬂ Mu&mdhw
mumuuhmhuhhmn-n Aler 1842 the
Beitish screavingly sapportad Dot Muhammaed e candulate mont likely o
comslitune the derod budwirk sgaiset lrasses and Resian aggresoon
Sihore s an amning Wl associmed with dris cotmuge, Cring varms Afghun
sawrces bet withoet having examioed acteal specimens of the comage. Noelic
presents 3 shight variant, with aur-¢ charhes¢ dovr-« dorrdw in place of Aws se
dove s soinin, which was aliered by the hostile populce of Kabwd t0

schheh 2ad dar s 0 30 ShAN shefd” ¢ armani

vt charhese e o Darms o KAN € pdy-¢ Lomypman

“The Ammenian Skah Shegt’ strack the roval stamp o allver s gold, the Lyght of
e cye of Lord and Burses, dust # the foct of the [Exst Inda) Company™ (Noclle
P07, 5 184) The refesences aee 1o the Beitidh officons P B Lood and
Alexander Bumes. The meeher of Shah Stsgd’ wan sepstodly of omid Armessn
ongin

1o concrrvablo that thn type, shibring the o duced soume hroe and 2
Balf monehs carlier ot Qantahar, nxmumﬂwhmauu “s siath
oathronoment at Kabul, o at least from dies proponcd befeckand. The gonorl rule
2 the time wan that 3 pew entheoaoment should have required the h ola
mow oot type Thas (he wsth enchoonement should have hoaldod & sew type. in
s case B dovr e dovrdw type (KMAKA 21 Portups dies bearing the couplet
type invodeced earlier o Quinlahar wese perpared before the sature of the sew oype
had beon decaded, chior between the lime of Dust Mubamensd's Mgt and the
eathromement it Kabul of m the duys between the cathn o and the deciwn ¥

adopt of e diwre dorrde type. In any event, the cowplet type al Kabul (KMaEt1)
et have been siuck oaly very boefly,

Whitehead (1934 184) slighuly muoconstival the vene by placieg (e word solian
o B bepaniog of the sovmad smand” For metracal reastns solidn st follow
aoll The setnc of B veme s esxcBangod.

whach has been misconstrued for either the numeral &' or ‘9, leadung 10
the false meerpeetation of the date as esther 1256 or 1259 Fimally,
the thard and overwhelmingly the most common type bears the ssmple
Jegend sonlrdn shafd” ol ol shdh, and is keown dated 1255, 1256
and 1257 (also 1258, to whach we shall later refer) (KMAS2 &
KMAKA 1, the Tormes 3 presentation versson of (he Latter, which was an
cadinary circulating com) ¥

The tranution frem the ephomeenl dovr.¢ dorrdas type 10 the
sumple shdh type in 1255 can perhaps be explained by the antipathy of
the Kabsds populstion for the Durrdni, 1e., Sadoziy, hncage ever snce
the assasination of Fath Khin soene 22 years carlier. Whereas the
British leaders correctly anticipated that the restoration of Shith Shujs’
would ehont substantial support at Quadahar, they apparently fadlad 10
take 1nto sccount the disdam with whach Kabul would have regasded
aay sovon of Sadozlly ancestry

In onder 0 understand the events that shaped the convolated
soquence of colmage in late 1237 and 1258, some notion of the
topography of the city 13 essential. The tain urban arca lay in the
valley of the Kabul River abutting o hilly area to the west and
southwest, lmmedimcly 10 the southesst, siteated M some elevation
above the city, lay the citadel, the B Hisir (hterally, “high fortres™),
where the residences of Shug® al-Malk and much of the nobility were
situated.  Some two miles to the northwest lay the distrct of
Chindawul, which was the guarter of the (rlizbash, who provided
much of the admimstrative personnel of the Kabul regime. Fimally,
some theee miles to the morth/northeast was situated the Brtinh
cantorument, surounded by defensive walls, outsade of which had
anisen a senall mercantile coleny deducatod 10 the victualling of the
Batsh gamison. The mint was most hikely located m the caty proper,
though 1 would not have been difficult 1o xef up 3 second mint within
the BAla Hisdr, whach, 2 a fortified location, would have offered better
security m troubled tines,

Bratish rule ot Kabel was plagued by 2 series of counterproductive
milstary and [inancial decisions and a general fack of undentanding of
the motwre of govermance in Afghanistan,  Growing Afghan
exasperation with farangs rule spilled over inlo open rebellion :n Kabul
following the asassinstion of Aleaander Bummes on 17 Ramadin
125772 November |84 On this occasion, or very shortly afterwards,
the Britivh forces and camp followers abandoned the city proper and
retrested 1o the Bals Hisar (where Shth Shujd® comtinued 30 masrtain
hin resadence) and 10 the cantonments, until, on 23 Dhi al Qa"da

9% spocmen publivhed snd duwratod by Whitehead {1004 185, #1224) shows
what appears 1o be the date 1259 wranen vorswally (feugh cely the alleged 97 1
vimble), sanilar %o many reverves of 1257 and 125K of vanous types. However,
e purpored Y ix agas the Aawma Morcower, the sumeral ' was searly always
womtton e a0 4 e cincle G ot Quodiahar) Sut with & point 3t its agws, o »
naxcal of modem bamian and Afghas practce. 1 the date wese mdeed verncally
women, then the et woukd be 2t e apex of the memernal. se., at the right when
B coin o held wpoght, bt 2 i Clesr 10 Wistichead o illustration tha the 'S »n
acually wotmes honzostally, with the poun Gcimg ‘sord’. The dane s in face
1250 The same is true of ©e Tuhimgen specimen of KMASE | (SNAT 963) and
Botied Meseum 1922 4-24. 2254, boch of which shoald alvo be read o 125
Where the dute Is visible 08 the dovre Sovrdw type, & is 1255, ity dipes arcanged
e same fashihon as the peesemmation style KMAS2 («Whitchead 1218, same
specimen, i the Petish Mescom . abso strack ot Kabul (n 1255 The proposed
soguence of the cosplet and irr-¢ darrda Types i based on the masmplaon, sot
mecessarily valid, Bt the content of e couplet would sugpest that # was mtesded
0 peassuee ihe Mwlims of Afghanvean that S53h Shajd' was not istesding »
scnfice the country 10 the mfidel, wherean the later type wias indicative of the
ades, waredy sull comemon s Adghanstan, that the Durrani cmpire coukd somelow
be recomntiuted. Purhior evalience for this soquence of types i the destical
placement of the Ages 0f the dale o8 the dowr ¢ dovrds Gype sl the presciiatos
vervion of the solMde Ly pe.

White-King mermans yeu ssother of an allegad 1259 date, wahy nowmal
slite obwerse vt Wi sons and you 5 bodow, from Theobald's coliecsen
(IAS6:338 #19). There = oo dustration, and | have been ablle 10 Sace the futers or
B of aey vimilar ipecemes

The possitalty that sy of e rulon of Kabed afier the murder of S5 Shujd' ow
21 Safar 1255 would have sesored Ms name 10 the comage & ladicoos. By e
e of Ns asassimation Shoh Shad’ was setversally soemned by ol e Alghun
Tacnons. Besides, amy Faction coudd Bave chimen (and severad did!) ose of i
ey surving peopony as 4 Durvass Gigurehead under which 1o sule.
“mms-u:»mmmmm twelve speciments of theve
two years @ the Brmh M hitet sot & sagle dic bak 1 hane
ot been able 10 acerta whether the vast guantities of silver Bullion seyumed for
s covnage Cume from bocal kevies o from cash, presmahly o the foem of Base
Indu Company repees. Iiought froes ladia by the Benod forces.




1257/6 Jasuary 1842, they abandoned their positioas at Kabul ako-
gother, intending to withdraw ot least 34 far aa Falalsbad. A few days
later the British force was utterly ansuhilated between the passes of
Jagdalak and Gandumak by the savvy Eastern Ghalzdy tribesmen, one
of the monst diskstrous defeats ever 10 befall a colonial British force,
largely because the Brutish officials had faled to compeshend the
importance of mantaining the annual sebsidics 10 the Ghilelys. Y

The leader of the rebellion at Kabul was a nephew of Dost
Msehammad by the name of Mubammad Zamin Khin (b. Nawwib
Asad Khin b. Pdyinda Khan), who had carlier been in control of an
apanage at Jalalabad, It must bave been under his authority that coins
were struck beanng the still inconclusively read inscription, which |
have tentacively deciphered as madad kon darin zamdn y8 sdheb oz-
zamda, “give succor m this age, O master of time” (KM485).5¢ The
reference 80 sdhed oz-samdn bere was surcly intended as a calque on
the name of Mubammad Zamia 3 Coins of thss type are mvanably
dased 1257, There scem to bo very few dies for the issue {perhaps as
fow as two obvense dies?), though no proper attempt has yet been
undertaken to estimate the volume of this comparatively rare
emission ™ It remains uoclear whether this issue wis initisted before
or sfter the withdrawal of Brish forces at the end of Dhi al-Qa‘da
1257, The Bratsh had completely evacuated the city proper shortly
after the assassination of Burnes and rereased 10 the cantoament, while
Shab Shujs® remained in the BSIS Hisde. The mint, which ssight well
have been Jocatod at this junctue in the city and not in the Bais Hissr,
could thus have struck the new type at any time from & early as
Shawwal 1257 until the end of the year and perhaps (M0 the fiest
weeks of 1258 if the 1257-dated dies were still serviceable [ should
omphasize m this comext that one must nover discount a prior the
passibility that dies might have remained in service for some time after
they had become sechmically obsolete, as & a change of year er upon an
uncontested change of raler, Thus some types may scem relatively
pleatiful s proportion to the short duration of their currency, cither
because the dies long remained in sorvice, patcularly when there was
no political or economic reason to discard them, or because the issue
wias mnitiated i sesponse 1o an mordinately bage roguarement for new
cosnage, as would commonly have been the case duning peniods of
imtenmo malttary o political conflict, when the need to mobilise an semy
or cement political support would have been most acute. Such a
scenario could understandably have ansen during the turbulent year
1258, when the constastly shifting political alliances and military
buikdups would have created am mordimately large dessand for cash ™

Tt 1997.49,

SEN apecimmen showing the Sp parhen of B chvens macrpacn bas yot been
illuntrated; two uspoblnbed cxampies are m B¢ Bnted Mescem (185%.2.20.41)
00 Tulimpen (801 yor accesmned). The Tubiagen example shurws what w0
be a pd with reverted Gl Torming the sppermest Jong dorseatd stroke. Could &
be that the exhoration i sadady Lo refies Oan madad Low, 18 ather words with
AN appended indefinge partis (0 e word madad! Amld i w0, does the use of B
indefnite sulfix alict the seme of the mncnipton, whack | dosbe? Note $at | hve
trassdated the word semde s “age” it the first instance, “tme™ o the second.
Note alvo St davin be wiition a0 & singlo woed rather San as two winds, dar an
T reference o the “manter of the age™ tock two farnm, the Pervian form sd-
¢ savuie and the Arsbic form sdied or-samde, the latter foom i trasscribod here 2
Ihongh o wore Parsin, for 2 s found in Persin vene as an slumative o the
pmh@h-*nuﬁhutﬁ:dm Both 2 found sn the cons
-

T obvene die of SNAT 952 and the illusuated spocimen of KMASS in the
Sandard Conslog ame diftereat. though the obverse of SNAT 952 and the revene
of the KM specimen are combined o 2 speciosen in the Ashmalean. Over the
yoae | have handied appronimately twenty specimens of this type.
61 A remariable occumence of such a sesaris sccurred jast after e Jskamic
pevolation is [ran. The Shah Med the cowntry mn 16 Febmary 197928 Rabman
1357, just over & moath befoee the end of the Shams year 1357 Nonetheless,
#0id pahlavis bearing the porrait of Bhe Shad ind the date 1358 were suck.
moendod for use s Noursz (New Year) gifts, s had become
o ban (and semaing v smongsl lranuss byving 0 Los Angeles ind New York)
What o surpetsisg is that these cotm mawt acisally have boen released gter the
revolstion, when any acknowledgment of the Shab would pressmably bave bees
At Laser i 1555, the gold 2200 of B hlamic Repubie farw sppeared. 1o
S0 e Brash soveresgn woight standand as the former pahlavi. But s there was
o0 pesaibility 10 select a dosgn and prepose new dies m the month before Nourse,
Ot 1358 pablavin, smbowitody sruch m advasos for B boladey, weee meleased 11
Hkmdmmm«m“mnmnwﬂﬂ
prodecion 3 3 more complen and tee "3 o han had boen the case
in O vime of hard grosbaced dies

The other importast contender for power in Kabul was Dost
Mubanvmad's son, Muhammad Akbar Khin, who perseed what was
left of the destroyed British force towards Jalalabad, whese he laid
sioge to the Britinh garrison. From all accounts, it appears that
Mubammad Akbhar was content 10 allow Muhammad Zaman to remain
a5 “lemporary sovercign™ while be himself pursved the sicge at
Jalalabad ® Al the same tsme Shih Shujd' remained o the B Hisle,
thoagh technically stripped of even nominal authority. During
Mubammad Akbar's abseace from Kabul, the most powerful person in
the city was the Loglirt cheef Aminullih, who, supported by most of
the Barkzdy and Qizilthiuh leadership, persuaded Mebammad Zamin
10 recognize Shih Shujs® as pominal king at Kabel; a the same time
Mubammad Zamin had himself appointed vizier, This must have
happened towards the ¢ead of the year 1257 (late Jansvary/carly
February 1842). Numismatically, the result was the resumption of
coinage in the name of Shah Shepd® bearing the date 1258 and utslizing
the same inscriptions as the issues of 1255-1257 (KM4g4.1 &
KM487, a silver rupee and gold mobur, respectively, the mober being
a small issue prodably intended more & a presentation com than 5
circulating currency), It is conceivable, though highly unlikely given
the constramts of te time frame, that a few 1257 codns n the name of
Shih Shuys® might have been soruck after the reconciliation of Shih
Shuyd® and Muhammad Zaman, rather than during the cight months
before the uprising. as would certainly be the case for the majority, if
not the entisety (2 | regaed as most probable), of the 1257 -dated coim
of type KM484.1. Given his Sadoziy affiliation and the bemish of
his associstion with the by thea detested British, the resteration of
Shih Sheja® must have teen deeply unpopular amongst most of the
Katuli factions. It is thus not at all surprising that several weeks Iater,
after reluctanely agrecing 1o lead 2 relief force to reinforce Muhammad
Akbar at Jalalabad, Shah Shuji® emerged from his residence, only to
be assassinated oo the followisg day, 21 Safar 1288/3 Apel 1542,
The relief force then dasbanded, leaving Mubhammad Akbar to
succumd 1o defest by the British garrison just four days kater,

Following the assassination of Shah Shugd', mtermnal divisions
within Kabsl once again istensified, On the day after Shal Shuja's
murder, his son Fath Jang was named king by some of the factional
leadors. Mubammad Zamin refused to acknowledge the new nominee,
who was compelled to take refege i the Bals Hisir: Once again in
charge of the city, Muhammad Zamia promulgated a new quasi:
anouymous colnage, though, as | will suggest below, it is conceivable
that the carbiest of the Fath Jang types may have preceded it For the
obverse mscnption Muhammad Zamin exhumed the fiest cosplet type
of the aged and blind Shih Zamin, who had been the Durrdni ruler
1207- 12161793 1801, and was still alive cither at Kabul or i exilc in

qurdr yaft be-hokm-¢ khoddy-c har dow jahin
ravij-e seike-ye dowlar be-ndm-¢ thak-¢ ramdn

“By order of the Lord of the two woekds (i.e., God), the currency of
the royal stamp of the dynasty has become established in the name of
the shah of the age.” Here, shdh-¢ somdn referred simultancously o
the Jong-deposed Durrinl and indirectly, thus quasi-anonymously, o
Mubammad Zamin as “shah of the age™ (KMERS). The inscriplion is
vagoe n respect o which dynasty is intended, Durrini or Birakzdy,
and the choice is left 10 God. It sheuld not be forgotien that the
Dusriind prince Fath Jang was still sominally ruling, esther in the Bl
Hislr or chewhere in the immediate cavirons of the city, whilst the
Barakzays and their vanous allies were de facto rulers of moss of the
Kabul region. The ambivalence of the comn inscription was surely
insentional

Muhammad Akbar retumned from defeat at Jalalabad, entenng
Kabul on of very shortly after 25 Rab¥' 1 12586 May 1842, After

S2wialler 1953240241

53T he revidence of the aged Shah Zaman af thin jeocius is uncortain. Kaye
(IET4 3T0-371) stanes Sat he = the British forces spom their withdrawal
Tovom Kol ta Oxtotor 1842, alvng wah Fath Jing oo other desoendanes of Stah
Shagd’, Onher sowsces suggest that he had bong boen = cxile in Brinsh serrmory
Perhups be wis brooght back w0 Kabed during e previous month by the Britinh
relinf foeces sant 40 rescon the Brtieh hostagos San bl ot Barsyan




coavoluted senes of negotiations and mingues, during which Fath
Jang remained in the BAIA Hinde, an arrangoment was roached on 18
Jumads | 1258/29 June whereby Muhammad Akbar formally
scknowledged he kingship of Fath Jang and sccepted for himsclf the
subordisate position of vizser, though in fact, it was Muhammad
Akbar and his allies, Muhammad Shah Babakr Kbail ad Amissllih
Loghti, who were the actual wielders of power, Fath Jang remamned
nothing more than a figurehead. Thas incident amoanted 1o the second
eothronement of Fath Jang, as we shall note delow.  As for
Mubammad Zamin, his allies lugely abandoncd him and he
disappesred from the wene loe several yesrs.  Both the Afghas and
Esropean sources are vague about hes whereabouts in the next couple
of years. though he Iater bocame a Tamilin and reputedly influential
figure a the conet of Dost Mubamenad ™

Al present several aspects of thas comtgplen penod that impinge on

the annbution of the coims remain wncertain, in paticula the
relatiombip between Mubammad Zamin and Fath Jang during the
months immedately following the murder of the Laster's father, Shih
Shugs' (e, during what would constitute the first “reign” of Fath
Jang). Fath Jang streck three types of coims dunng the year 1258
(surely st would be bener to say, given his smpotence, that three types
of coims were struck in his name! ), which, 1 shall argue, correspoad 1o
s three enthronements during that yeas, One type bears 2 still unread
couplet, within which the woeds ma“dan and shih-¢ juhdn can be read
m addition 1o his mame; # occurs in two vanatoas of legend
amangement (KM4BS. | & KMA83.2), A second type bears o
somewhat more exalied titulature, soltdn fach jang podudhi phdze,
thus implying that be, or rather Muhammad Akbar acting m the name
of Fath Jang, had undertaken some wort of campaign agama the
mfudel, by which the British must have boen meant (KM4B4 4),
despate the fact that Fath Jang was sull supportod by the British (how
coafused were these tmes'). A third type bears the simple titulsture
wiidn fath jong dovrec dorrdni (KMHSS,3). The sequence of the three
types cannod at present be definitively establahed. Nonetheless, | bave
asempiod here to sugpest a soguence of the three types, along wih the
sesurrected Shah Zaman type, based partly on thew relative ranty but
cspecially on the content of thesr inscriptions as they relate 1o the
hatotical developmments surrossding the (hree enthwonements, Ao of
mitcrest s A die-link betwoen the twe of the 1ypes struck = his mame.
The exanple of the ma dan couplet type KMASE 1 iHustrated i the
Srandard Catalog shares a reverse die wilh ane of two specumens of
the pidihdh-c ghazi type m the Ashmolean Museum, Tk that might
suggest that the couplet type and the pddshdh-¢ ghdzi types were
nsued in sucoession.  Despite this link | believe that the two types
were inserrupiod by the sesunected Shah Zamin type, for the reasoos
describod m the following parographs. Thus | would propose the
following sequence of types:
(1) The ma“dan couplet type of Fath Jang would kave been struck by
Amiinullsh Logari and Fath Jang after the murder of Shah Shuja®,
with al keast the tacit approval of Muhammad Zamin, The exalted
<laim 1o thihee fahdn, “king of the woeld™, owthandish as o might
seem, 15 most appropnate (o Fath Jang's fust juliis. Thas is the rasest
type of Fath Jang, despite its occurmence @ (wo distinctive arrange-
ments of the obverse mscripbion, and was presumably suppressed by
order of Muhammad Zamin very shortly after Fath Jasg fell from
favor in the oyes of Muhammad Zamin. It wosld thus have been
struck from roughly ke Safar 10 some poent in Rabi® | 1258,

(2) The resurrecsed Shah Zamdn type wosdd have been strack from
soene pomnt after Muhammad Zama had effectively dislodged Fath
Jang and the latter's wtaunchest suppocten from real suthority, bt
before the rapprochement between Mubhammad Akbar and Fath Jang,
thus from roughly the end of Rabi® Tuntil eher the end of Rabi' 1 or
possibly carly Jumada | 1258, |t appears tsat Aminulish Loghe had
favored the retention of Fath Jang as sominad ruler. However, af some
tme duning the month of Rabi® | Muehammad Zaman had engineerod
the removal of Aminuliah from any real authority in Kabul The custer

SiNoclle 1997253 Kaye (1874, 3272, 301-M02) gives rather lunid details of
b 8 ALK s despiable hebavion vowanty Faty fang

of Aminalith kft Mubammad Zamin as the sole effectve chiel M
Kabul, a development Sat seomn 10 have boen marked by the new coin
1ype bearing the name of Shih Zamia. However, given tha Fath Jang
was stll in the BaIR Mesir at this pncture, it is possible that the
production of the cosplet type of Fath Jaag and the revived Shah
Zaman type may have briefly overfapped, the former produced m the
B Hisde, the latter within the city, a proper die study of the two
types might determune whether this could bave been the case. The
revived Shah Zambn type ts relatively rae.

(1) The pddshiab-e ghan type of Fath Jang would have boen mstituted
by Mulummad Akbar as & proclamation of thew rapprochement,
perhaps for the formal ceremonies confirmieg the new relationship on
15 Jumsda | 1258727 June 1842, so., for Fath Jang's wecond
enthronement. The accolade ghdzi was typecally adopted by a Maslim
ruler who had undertaken, successfully or otherwive, miltary action
aganst the nfidel. I had been adoptod by Zahir al-Din Bibur, founder
of the Maghal mnpersal line, im 933/1525 after his victones in India
(albeit ovar Maslim rulers i the largely Hinde land), and was
frequently adopeed by his seccesson in India, geserally signifiying
Maslim dominwa over the Hindue populastion of India. Only twa
“infudels” are relevant 10 the period of Fath Jang, the Sikhs and the
Botnh, of whom the Botish were far more likely to have been the
reference point of thes mscription, for Muhammad Akbar and his allses
were # this juncture endesvoring to defend Kabul against them.
British forces sl occupied Qandahar and Jalalabad, and fear was
widespread in Kabul that they would at some poimt mount an altompt
80 rescue the Brznd hontages (iecludng Lady Sale) sull beld by Mu-
hammad Akbar at Kabul and perhaps to exact retribution for the
calamity that had befalien them i the provious Jamuary, The pddubdh-
¢ ghdzi type w e most comzmon type in the name of Falk Jang, and
was likely struck from the time of has secood julis ea 18 Juemnids 129
June wntd Mis thard jubds under Bratish tsielage on or st after 9
Sha' bl 1258715 September, Bus for somewhat moee thas two sl 8
balf myonths,

(4) The fourth emission must bave been the dorv.e dovrdnd type of
Fah Jang. Thas rare type was of extremely shon durateon, having
been introduced, as [ shall argue, by the British imanediately upon their
reentry into Kabul on 9 Sha'bin 1258/1% Scplember 1842 and
suspended upon Fath Jang's abdication and the enthronement of
Shahpdr ot some pont between 2 and 4 Ramaddn 1258/7-9 October
1342, The resumption of the title dorr-e dorrdni s clearly an
affirmation of the Durrdni lineage, whose underpsanang was part of
Botish strategy = Afghansstan

Lot ws examine the sitwation surrounding the British assaul on
Kabul in Sha‘ban 1258 Seprember 1842, staming with the relaticaship
between Mubamanad Akbar snd Fath Jang prior so the armival of the
Brotsh amntes, While Muhamenad Akbar had earlicr conceded the
advisabelty of placing a Durrdal scaon on the throne, he never insendied
thut Fath Jang would cxercise anything bet nominal authority, as 2
kgitimizng ool for hus own de facto power. In fact, not loag afies his
scvond proclamation, Fath Jang was confined to the BAla Hadr, ot farnt
m conditions of reasonable luvary, eventually as 2 mere prisoner in
what weee allegped 10 have boen deplorable conditions. At some pont
denng the month of Asgust, Fath Jang managed 1o escape from his
mcarceratson, by bribery if Resheia’s account & 1o be believed., and
reached Pollock’s camg on 28 Rajab 1255/1 September 1842 while
Pollock was sill encassped ot Jalalabed or perhaps soon after be had
begen his march towards Kabul, the sources are unchear a 10
Pollock’s precise posilson al the moment of Fath Jang's ammival **
Pollock must have regaeded Fath Jang as of some patential future use,
for he was allowed 10 remain with i entowrage denng the approach
o Kabul The fiest Bratesh forces reached the outskiets of Kabul on 7
Sha'bin/13 Seprember.  Mubammad Akbar fled forthwith 1o the
relative security of the mountainous region above Istalif, while the
Brnish entered the ity of Kabal two days later, on 9 Sha'baa/l S
September. Kaye noted that “both Pollock and Macgretor wese of
apsnion, that so long as the Brtish were 1o remain o Caubul, it would
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be desirable that 2 government of some kind should be established, if
only to enable our armees move surely to obtain therr sepplics ™™
Thes Fath Jang wis treated 1o his third ethroneice in less than year,
probably on the day following the Britsh entry. There must have been
a rather urgent need for cash moncy, for Pollock had come up from
Jalalabad with only enough supphes to last at most a week,
peesamably hopieg 10 purchase the noeded victuals while st Kabul. It
was undes these circumstances thal the third coin type bearing the
name of Fath Jang wm mtroduced, the dovr-¢ dovrdad type, beaning o
tithe that reflects the Brtish desire to place a Sadozdy prince on the
theone.

From the start the British authoritses intended only to remain at
Kabul long enough to rescue the hostages, who had m fact succeoded
in bribang their way out of captivity in Bamayan and were already en
route to Kabul when the British ocoupied the latter caty, and to effect
some S0 of retnbution on the city. They dad no conce for Fath
Jang or bis welfsee, refusing to promase military or financial suppoet
after their depanure,  Realizing that his positeon at Kabel would be
extremely tenuous after the expected British withdrawal, Fath Jang
abdicated the theooe, probably i the carly days of October, after a
regn thar had Lasted somewhan loager than two weeks 57

B should be rememdered that a1 thas juncnsre the British sull dad
allazs within the city of Kabul, especially the Qizilbish communaty,
who remaned fearful of the brutal and rapacious Mehammad Akbar.
For some time the Quzitbish had been proposing that Fath Jang's
yownger brother, Shahpie, be set up a8 king, thosgh it s unclear
whether thewr recommendations were made oaly after it became known
that Fath Jang was imtent om abdicating ™ According to Kaye,
Shihpdr was chevated 10 the throne at the behest of the British
commanders a1 some pomt between 2 Ramadin 12587 Ocsober 1842
and the destruction of the Kabul bazsar on 9-10 October. Reshtiya,
confirming this i essence, states that Shahpdr was placed wpon the
threne at Kabul by “pro-British” forces on 9 Ramadan 1258714
October 1842, just before the departuse of the British ™ However, all
of the Bratish sources are unanemous in placing the final departure of
the British armics two days carlier, as noted above.  Perhaps this
contradiction can best be wnderstood by examining Resha's
conceptualization of the Anghlo-Afgkan cosflict, which be depicts
rather simplestically as a struggle of Afghan sationakst forces agamst
forcign isvaden and ther domestic lackeys, e is unwilling to accept
the hypothesis, sniversally espoused by both wesiern and Indian
scholars, that the troubles besetung Afghanistan during so much of the
nineteenth century were largely the resslt of centnfugal tnbalist conflict
that was inherent in Afghan society. Nonethcless be s fully aware, in
his own words, of “the vast mtensificason of mbalises and avil sinfe™
that emerged after the execution n 1 234/1818 of Fath Khin, the cldest
»00 of Pavinda Khan, bet ascribed the lack of unity and the descent
o civil strife not 10 strectural aspects of Afghan society bat 10 the
specific porvonalitios and individual stnvings of Dost Muhammad and
his numerous brothers and nepbews. ™ Thus ke repeatedly blames the
inability of the Barak 24y brothers to uaite bekind a comenoa polscy as
the overrsding factor that led 10 intermal politscal dsintegration. He
cannot accept the passsbality that the centrifugal tendencies were
stnuctural and not merely persanal !

Mikaye 1478, v. A M2,
SThaye 1570 v. 2 M8 Kaye mentions that Fath Jang was mortally adesid of
Mubamemad Albar, and ctes the principal resson for b decmmn i shducate v
ot MOCasloll's forces, wivile wictonoss at bstalif, had faled s capture Mubamasad
Akbar. Noelle prves a diffomnt accosot {1997 511, cluming that the Botsh
imended 1o seviver Puh Jang 5o the Durrin theone bt that Famh Jang refused when
o.u-uuum—m-«muumaum_m
donttedly v, that he would have litthe wppost sfer thes
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inphip  Kaye is guee clear that nat only ded Fath Jing sndood accape the Swone
bt that on 18 Septomber be namod CRulim Muhammad Kide Popalesy a hin
viker (1874 « Y M4
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As had been the case, the British had no intention of providing
support 1o any Afghan regime aftor their depasture fom Kabul. The
final Brntssh act of retnbution, the ennccessary and shon-sighied
destruction of the bazase, put paid to any bopes of further Britsh
suppoet within the city. Two days after the destnuction of the bazaar,
on 7 Ramadin 1258/12 October 1842, the Bratish armics left the caty,
abandoning to his fate s nominal ruler, Shihpir, The notables then
remaining mn Kabal, dod by the formerly pro-Beitish Qizilbah leader-
ship, then summoned Mabammad Akber from Tashglrghin, to whch
he had fled a few weeks before. Immediately followmng Mahammad
Akbar's arival i Kabul, which must have oocsrved sowards the end of
Razmadin o carly Shawwdl 1255 (late October 1842 1o mid-November
1842), Shihpir was compelled to flee to Peshawar, his ultimate fate
apparently unsecoeded 72

From these accounts, one may surmise that the “seagn” of Shahgdr
extended roughly one moath from aboet 3 Ramadin o carly Shawwal
1258, i.c., from aboutl 8 October to carly November 1842, His rare
comage consists of one type (KMARY), with an obverse couplet that
has not yet been fully dociphered, but which seems to be, with lacune,
(sekdeh?) 2ad  (@2?) altdf-c Eldh | bhosroove “dlam sciin xhak pir
(sic) shdh™, “the world-conquering Caesar Shihpdr struck (... the
royal Mamp) (by) the favor of God™, an wcredible hyperbole, as
Shihpdr was the antithesis of “dlam sesdn, “werld-conqueror™.

All sources agree that thore was no oppotition 1 the resumpton
of power s Kabul by Mebammad Akber after the Brtssh withdrawal,
As part of the terms agreed to by the British jest prior to their
departure, Dost Mubhammad was froed from exile in Cakutta and
allowed 10 retern to Afghanistan.  Apparently reassured by
Mubammad Akbar that he would be welcomed mio the city, be
travelded wm lessercly fashion from Calcuna to Kabul, a1 one pont
spending sbowt throo woeks at the court of the Sikb ruler at Lahove,
Sher Singh, befose his amival i Kabul in the spring of 1843, dunng
the month of Apnl acconding to Reshta, which comesponded almost
cxactly with the month of Rabi® | 1259, 1t was under the asthority of
Mubammad Akbar that the lawt 1258.dated coimage of Kabul was
streck, bearing just the kalima i squase on the obverse, the mint snd
date on the revene (KME93). The type was closely modeled on the
carbier Kalima type of 1259 (KMATS), but s dotinguahed by a broader
bosder on the obverse and the lack of any mscription in the obverse
marginal scgments. The type waa presumably introduced sround the
beginning of Shawwal 1258 and strack at least unail the end of the
year, though no specimens are ksown beaning the date 1259, The type
15 not especially rare, and there scem 10 be quate a large number of both
obverse and reverse dics.  No dics links to carlier 1258.-dated cons
have yet boen observed,

There 15 an interesting asd instructive aspect 10 Mubamenad
Aktar's choice of the kalima type. which, as noted above, had become
a vort of badge of the Qandabar sardars. Mubamimad Akbar was, like
his father, opposed to thoso sardars, & appoars that by ussepang the
kaluma type for his own coinape, the type became talnted for further
use by the sardan. Thes when the Qandabar sardans returnod to
Qandahar from their refuge in ban (probably @ Dha al-Qa“da or Dha
al-Migia 1258, ns discussed in the chapter on Qundahar), they rejected
the kalima type utilized before the Batish invasion and adopted a
different sort of anonymous type. Mubamad Akbar” motive for co-

cven more nddled weh prejadicial peng bt thor s
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opting the former badge of Qundahar 1s usknown the choice may
have been merely fortutous and of no particular sipmelicance.

Despite the strained relationship betwoen Mubamenad Akbar and
hes father Dost Muhammad, the Iatter was welcomed into Kabul
dering the sprng of 1259 (probably cwca Safar or Rabi® 1)
bmmediately thereafier, Dost Muhamunad istroduced a new com 1ype
(KM196) bearisg a couplet clearly annosacing his resemption of
power:

bezad za ‘eyn-c “endydr-e khileg-« akbar

amtir din mokammad doubdseh selleh har zar
“by the fount of favors of the Supresse Creator, Amir Dost
Mubamiead once agasn (dontdrek) placed e royal stamp on precious
metal”. The inclesion of the word dewbdreh clearly indicases that this
comage refllectad the resumption of Dost Muhammad's sehoeity, his
second seign, so to speak. More mtcrestingly, the word akbar
(Mrupreme”™) can be soon as a pun on the name of his son Muhamanad
Alkbar, implying that it was essentially by the kindness of Muhamenad
Akbar that Dost Muhammad was permatted %o resume his kingshap™,
afier all, the new type was concervably some wet of commemornative of
the Dost's reénlry into Kabul, for whach the dees would likely kave
been previously prepared wien Mushammad Akbar was still the
effective authority in the city, albest sominally on behall of his father.
Nonetheless the relationship between the Dost and hs son was
amythang but condial, and it 1s widely slleged that Mubasmmad Akbar's
desh in February 18547 (began 14 Safar 1263) was far from
accudenead ™

There are two vancties of the 1259 dated “cyw-¢ “endplt type (not
distinguished in the Standard Catalog), one ebegantly struck on flans
more of less ogual in dameter to the dacs, the other from andifferently
engraved dics on ordinary flams ™ Boh types are extremely rare, with
fewer than half a dozen specimens ksown to exist in roro. There are
no precioss metsl comn known fom the Kabul mest doted 1260 and
1261, despite the multple thousands of Kabul rupces of the second
reagn of Dost Mehamesad (hat have entered the numismatic market
over the past decades. The type wis resumed in 1262, with a nusber
of modifications, most notable of which s the use of mach broader
dies whach reveal only 2 relatrvely small portion of (he inscriptsons oa
any mdividual specimen (KME97), There was also a shight reduction
in the weight of the rupoe, Trom adout 245 10 aboul 9.28 grams
(possibly falling 1o abost 9.22 grams by the end of the reagn, bt not
enough specimens have yet been weighed to make this
determination™).  This revised version was struck m massive
quantitics and s knowa from every years betweea 12462 and 1280,
(hough certain years, especially 1268 and 1280, are very rare. The
great raraty of the 1259 coanage and the toeal absence of 1260 and 1261
daed commage at Kabal i anformative, for it seems 10 minmor an exteeme
impovershiment of the royal fimances as a consequence of the Brinsh
imuptions, the subsequent mscrnal discoed and the burdensome
allowances paid 10 bal keaders.

The chromology of the 1258 -dated Kabuli comage that | have
proposed in the forcgeeng discussion must be regarded for the ume
being as provisional. s particular, the soguence of the theee types of
Faeh Jang. the relanoaship between the Shih Zamia type and (he fiest
Fath Jang type, and the proper placement of the kalimsa type must 2l be
regarded as tentative. My hypotheses bave been hased on a somewhat
superficial analysss of the historscal context of the coimage, fortifiod by
the assumsption that there was but 2 singhe mist in Kabul, presumably

TOThe exgueension bidleg r ehivw Con be trandanod oqeally as “Whe sipeomie Crestor™
Of a8 “the Creaton of Akbar™  As sssal it is safe 80 assme that the ambiguity was
imtentional
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located withmn the caty and ool o the B3I6 Hasdr. The possibilsty that
there maght have Been two simulancously operating mints, one in the
city, the other in ihe citadel, should not be a priovi excluded, though [
o it very wnldeely. A great deal of further work o noodod in order 10
pet these hypotheses to the test.  In particular, large numbers of
sddetional specamens of the vanous 1258 dated types must be
cxamuned i oeder (a) to delermine whether additional dic-links
between successive types exist and (b) 1o determine whether the
repertome of dies were employed al one o two distinct mnlts (or
pethaps more!). 1 have made my posst and challesge others to hoist
the gaunthet.

There is pust one more kales anonymous issse from the Kabul
s, dated 1252 and bearing e simple obvense inscriptaon v sdhed
a-zamda (KMS04). Dost Mubhamumnad had died & Herat on 21 Dha
ol Hhga 12799 June 1863, harcly two weeks aftor conguonag the city
from the Qajar vassal, Sultan Almad Khan, as shall be discussed in
coagunction with the conage of Herat. His som and previoumly
designated hewr-apparent, Sher “All Khin, was named as sucoessor,
apparently while still as Herat, but was immediately thremened froem
vanous quarters, s other memberns of the Barakzay clan challenged has
succession. Even after bas establishment at Kabul in the exly moaths
of 1280, epposition 10 his rule erupted from tme o tme, incbuding o
particularly discouragisg uprising at Qandahar towards the end of
Rabi® 112582 (Asgustfearly Septembes 1565) i whach two of his somm
lost their bives, Muhammad Amin Khdn and Mubhammad Al Kkin,
As & comequence Sher “All became increasingly morose and
dospondest.  He renounced bus throae and dedicated his howrs o
rehgious devoton, though continsed 10 be regarded as amir by the
notables of Kabul and clsewbere.  His depression culmmnated o a
curious wcidens at the beginming of Sha®bin 1252 (late December
1863}, in which be juenped from a palace wisdow ko a cissern, where
he Belicved he would recover one of his dead soas, Despite his
melanchaly i the pre Prozac age he was able to manage much of the
allaars of stale, during wiat ac described as raher extendad penods of
lucsdity. Nonetheless, has cousin “Abd al-Rahmin supported the
candidacy of Sher “AN's half beother Mubammad Afdal, with the
et that the latser was proclaumed bing on 25 Dhé al-Hyja 128211
May 1866, whereupon Sher ' All was forced 20 flee. Coinage at Kabul
was mtroduced in the name of Mubasamad Afdal at the beginning of
the followmng year, 1283 The yd sdbed o:-camdn coinage, which is
not especally scarce, may thas be dated from Rabi® 1 or Jumads |
unal the end of Didl al Higia 1282.7% All subscquent precious metal
comage of Kabed bears the name of the cument reler, including all
machine strck isues

Qandahar (Ahmadshihi)

Alibcugh ihere 1s L move anonymous counage from Qandahar
than froen Kabul, i presents fower problems of interpretation. Thes is
largely due bo the Fact tat from shostly alter the munder of Fath Kiin
i 1 233/1518 unad the anncexaton of Qandabar by Dost Mubamanad in
1272/1855, the city was ruled by Sherdsl Khin and his wienione
beothers, except duning the inserlude of the Farst Anglo-Afghan War,
Shérdil and has brothers managed 10 avold the mtense domestsc
dissension that periodxally convelsed Kabul, so that conditsons
remained relatively stable within the city, though the brothers were
from tine 10 tane requared to deal with the bantile mtentions of their
tridal peaghbors and with the severe impoveruhment of the city and its
eovirons.  Therr dusagreements with one anothes never attained the
calanuios propamaons observed elsewhere i the country, though their
hanh regime contribuied 10 a decline m the city's fortenes,

Alibough Qundahar had been the home base of Ahmad Shih
Durrdnd since the start of his veign, he did not mint cosns there witdl his
nanth year (L1697 I the following year B mimt was relocated o
the new capstal, whach Ahmad Shah named Ahmadshahs after himself,

ThLre 1996 M8 20w

T9A remantable and il vogetinhed com, wah INie sanc gendadds and epatet
div algeede (TUbngen 97 1EAY) Ax Bost an | can determmne this rpehet in

oo Bere clae sidared on Be comnage of Qundabiar



sone theee mules west of the old city.®™ Thenceforth, a continuous
Production of siiver and copper coinage persisted untl the cessatson of
precious metal cosnage ot the provincal mints i 1308/1890; copper
cman contimued 10 be struck st both Qandahar and Herat for several
decades loager. From 1170 uatil 1272, all but a sagle issuwe dated
1210 beas the mant name Ahmadshahl. In the maddie of 1273, abowt a
year aftier ®e annexation of Qandahar by Dost Muhsmmad, the name
reverted to Qandahar for all but a few exceplional isswes that
resiuscitiated the Ahmadshahi name. Except foe the 1297 issse naming
the mint @ Qandshar, all the anonymeus coins discussed below bear
the ming name Ahmadshdhi.

The first anonymous isswe of Qandahar, the earliest of any
Domanl mint, s & rupee dated 1234 (KM160), As oo all coins of
Qandahar struck after 1221, these 1s no regnal year, It bears the kalmma
on the obverse, the mint and dae within an inner circle on the revene,
sureounded by a broad band filled with a flonated patsern. I s
extremely rare, with just two reported specimens *' However, there
are two pdditional ssucs dated 1234 from Qandahar, one in the name
of Mahmad (KM158.2, » type that was struck 1232:1234), the other
in the name of Ayyah (KMIGL, struck 1234-1234) Who then was
the issuer of the anoaymous kalima type, and where does & fit in the
sogeence of typey?

Duning Mahmid's second reign a1 Kabal (1224-1233/1809-
1818), hus son Kimran was assigned 1o Qandahar. The latter had at
somme point belore 1233 named Gul Muhammad Khis Popalzly as his
chuef mannter ot Qandabar. The sutuathon in Mahméds kingdom was
rather complex wn early 1233, An Irassan army sent agaanst Horst by
Fath “AB Shih under the comumand of the govemor of Mashhad.
Hasan “AN Mirza, had eccupicd the border locality of Ghiriydn and
was prepaning 10 sssault Herat,  Because the QGgir invasion was
porceavod a a sonous thaeat, MabanOd swent first the Birakzdy chiefiain
Fath Khio and Ler his own son Khimelin 10 Herat, while be himself
whvanced s far s Fardle The bansan fosces sbandomed Ghoriy in and
retumned 1o Mashhad. At the msistence of Hasan “All Mirza (aad
undoabtedly with the connivasce, if not the instigation, of the wily
Kamedn as well), Fath Khdn was stripped of his position and blinded,
still &t Herat in Ramadin or Shawwial 1233, he was gruesomely
executed severnl weeks later, still befose the end of 12335 The result
of this dasurdly act was a general uprising of the Bleakziy amirs, the
effective domtegration of the Sadozdy kingdom and the permancnt
Joss of the wealthy provinces of Kashanir, Multan, Attock and most of
Deragat to the Sikin

As soon as word of Fath Khin's desmse had reached Mubammad
“Arim, then governor ot Kashenir, he rebeased Dost Muhunmad from
detention and sent him westward with the goal of seinng Kabul for the
Barskzays ¥ Meanwhile, Mabhméd's deputies at Kabul set up the
yosng Jaddagir, son of Kamrin, a5 ruler in Kabsl on Mahmod's
behalf.  To date, no coiny have been sdestified as issues of this
ephemeral Jahlingir, whe in any case would Ikely have stmck oons
beanng the name of his still bving grandfather, Mahm0d ™ At the
same time, MahenOd hassened from Faeh 10 Qundabar, which be was
able 10 oocupy withou! iderference. Dost Mubanumad entesed Kabul,
forcing Jabdngir and his entowrage to jposn his granddachor m Qandahar
(Kmrkn remained at Herast with o deservent force poised to repulse a

SO008 Quintiur wis focuted at the foot of & sieep hill which afforded # some
doprre of procection trosn bots ivediag anmies and the late sfiernoon sen. The old
Sty was desoyed by Nadir S35 in 1735 and sepdaced by & new and beger
foundation seme Tout miles 1o the nombeast. debbed NEfirddad afuer mx Sounder
Aty Nader's death. Ahmad $53h Dunriind eedored the damanting of Nadirabad md
Do mntablinhoment, sovnewiat o the soth, of & Wil larger ooty that he samed
Abmadih i atver himsell, whech survives 1o Sws duy a the costral coer of the
madern city, sow mech expanded ounide the onpnal walls. The old city 1v sow
a andoned ain, mhahned ondy by » lew sguamen
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feared second Irasian attack that in fact mever materalzed). Mahmid
and Kamran, from Qandshar aad Horat respectively, now planned a
co-ordinated attack on Dost Mubammad at Kabul, but withdrew after
having briefly encampod a short distance south of Kabul. When they
leamed that Purdil Khin had in the meantime kaid siege 1o Qundatar,
still under the command of Kimrsn's chied minister Gul Mubammad
Khin Popalzdy, they veered north and hastened 1o Herat™ Gul
Muhamenad saw #o choice but 1o surrender to Purdil, who a first kept
him in office & his deputy in Qandahar bet later exiled him to
Peshawar '

When did all this take place? The sources, of which Masson »
perhaps the most informative, provide despairingly few dates, but
cnowgh can be gleaned from the general course of events 1o establah
relatively precise dates for these events and thus for the dasng of the
com iasuer of 1234, The year 1819 commenced on 4 Rabd™ | 1234,
Mahammad Ydsef, the chromcler of Herat, places the departure of
Mahsid from Faedh stall under the year 1233, but then adds that at the
bogmming of 1234, aller the Bisakz8ys had sewred Kashmiz, Peshawar
and Kabul, Mahmid and his son were in control of oaly Herat,
Qandahar and Fardh® This & consitent with Reshtia's dating of
Mahmild's futile campasgn 1o regain Kabul in “late 1818" (Reshtia dod
not have access 0 the chronicle of Mulammad Yasl), Lo, mo carker
than Dhi al-Higja 1233 and most probably in Muharram or cven Safar
1234, after whach the passes detween Qundahar and Kabul were
subject to being Nocked by snow. Reshiia then adds that by carly
1819 (Rabi® 1-Jundds 1 1234), Mubammad “Azim was in control of
Kabul, Pundil in control of Qandahar ™ On the basis of these reports,
I would seetatively place the occspation of Qandahar by Pardsl at some
poist between the middie of Safar and the end of Rabi® 1 1234 (mid-
December 1818 10 late Jansary 1819),

This proposed dating &s condirmed 2 well by the couns bearing the
date 1234, for the 1234 daed issue bearing the name of Mahmed
(KMIESE 20 must bave been strwck before Purdil ook over, either by
Mahmid himself before his departure sowards Kabul or (meee likely)
by hes dopety Gul Mubammad Khan. The porpetuation of the kalima
on & named codn for the first time in just about a century is significant,
for, as we mentioned during the discussion of the 1239 isswes of
Kabal, it was to become in effect the badge of the Barakzsy Qandakar
sardars until a kalina obwerse was introduced by Muhammad Akbar at
Katwl in 1258.% The anonymoss kaluma type of Qaadahar (KM160)
must thea be Perdil's first coinage after the swrrender of Gul
Muhammad. Puedil would cortanly st have continuad 1o sinkeo oo
in the name of Mahmid, the munferer of his brother Fath Khia, The
kalima type must have been of rather brel duwation and wian replaced
by the Ayytdb type (KMI62) as soon as word of Ayydb's
confirmatson by Mubhammad ‘Azim at Kabul would have reached
Qandahas, assuming tha Purdil woeld have accepted the nominal
sovereignty of the Sadozdy scion, as woald have been likely i light of
the general Barskzay enwillingness to proclamm thew formal
independence at ths early stage.

Al present thees are theoe types of cosnage known from Qandahas
in the name of AyySh, 2l citing the same couplet used at Kabul and
Posbawar, but unliko the mswes of those mants, all incorposating the
kalsma. All three bear the couplet amanged m identical fashion, with
the portion az Eharshid o mdk 300p the field, but are distinguished by
thew revene amasgements. The first type, used 1234.1236, bears the
it and date in 2 central framne, mormally a plain circle, surrounded by
the kaluma, usually divided between two pancls (KM162). The second
type bears the kalima in a contral hexalobe careache, with the mint and
date in four surrounding pancls, and is known oaly froem the year 1236
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(KM163, as the photographed specimen) ™ The third type
(KM164%) beans the kalima i a central lozenpe cartouche, with the
mnt name akmadrhdhl divided below (ahmad) and above (thdki) the
contral cartouche, with the date cither below or withan the canowche,
and was sruck in 1236 and 1237 from reasonably pure silver and in
1239 from severely debased billon. coms dated 1238 remain
usknown ¥

Not long after the events of 1234 Purdil Khia stepped down a0
primus inter pares of the Quadahar sardars in favor of his younger
full brother Shérdil Khin, bt this change was not reflected in any
clange o the comage, which continued to bear the standand couplet of
Ayyth util 1239, though with several changes of design, as noted m
the previous paragraph ¥ Shérdd Khan remained in control of
Qundahas until after the cessation of coinage in e name of Ayyib
during the year 1239, As we have already noted, Ayyiab Khin was
deposed by Pusdal a1 Kabul a1 abous or just after the maddie of 1239,
taken wnder arrest 10 Qundahar but soon afierwards allowed 10 seek
refuge m the Pusgab, where coins commnued 10 be strack in his name at
Peshawar until 1246,

In the following year, 1240, anoaymows coinage was resumed at
Qandahat, agam in debased metal. The obverse bears the kalima, the
revene, in addition to the mint and date, the phrase yd shdh-e ghouth
alw“zam, “O king of the supeeme refuge (e, God, but b rose to
Shérdil hemsel! as the current ‘shah’y”, inscnbed withm 3 curtowche
nearly identical to the reverse cantouche of B third Qandabar type m
1he mamne of Ayydb (KMIAS). The mew type is known from all theee
years 1240-1242, all in beavily debased billon. ™ ) & very rare, with
peobably fewer than two dozen specimens known of all three dates,
Although the reasons for its adoption are obscure, it would scem
plausible that the new type, with its implied supplication for divine
mntance, should reflect Shiadil's hopes (ha the division of Blrakz3y
wtharity approved m Kabul during the jirgdh (sssembly of tribal
clders) at the turn of the year 1239/1240 would prove stable and
sucessful

I have no been able to ascenain the reasons for the severe
debasement of the rupee between 1239 and 1243, To be surc, there
was 2 severe financial crisis at Qandahar at the tme, bul it was
probably no worse than the cheonic shostage of financial resources that
soem 1o have peevailed at Qasdabar during most of the costury; 3 0o
other oocasion, however, was there a reson 10 sich visibly obviowss
detasement. However, there 1 a comemporary wiiness who observed
ths debasement. Charlles Masson, who passed theosgh Quadahar in
1527 or 1828 and agasn several years later cdserved, on the occasion

Fowhitchend 1934 17T #1155 m the British Muscam, which is also fe photo
specimen for KMIAL Nesber Wistehead nor the Krawse Miior edooes noted the
date 1236, which sppeary = the rght portion of Bhe marpn and i reasosably e
= Whilchead's phots and very clear on e specimen sisell, whsch | camined
e Bratish Musveun.

YIThe lntingy in the Srandend Catelog as weong, Seugh e illestrations v
each type are comrect. KMUIA2 1s known for 1234, 1235 and 1236, KMI6) for
1236 enly. KMI66 for 1236 and 1237 n pood silver, 1239 & veverely dobannd
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wim acsembled, or @ modom times by cither Sie finder or some dealer Imvolved s
the marketag of the lot.
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of his second visit to Kalat in or about 1830 (began 6 Rajab 1245) that
“the finzscial necessities of the Kallt rulers have introdeced a base
comage into circslation at the capital [1e.. Kalat}—an expodient fatal 10
the trade and peosperity of the coustry. The same evil existod at
Kindahdr when | was there, onginating, | was 10)d, with the Iate Shir
D Khiin, but Fir Dil Khin was wisely 1aking measures 10 remedy
e

ShEsdil's desth occurred in either July o Augest 1526 (beginning
rospectively on 4 Dhi al-Qa’da and 4 Dhé al-Hija 1241)% He was
secceedod by Peedil Kidn without sy overt opposition, A new coan
type was mtroduced in 1242, beanng the kaluma on the obverse 2 the
peevious issue, the mimt and date within a circle or other frame on the
revense (KMIGK, rupee), but withowt the addstsonal phrase yd shdiv¢
ghourk al-a“zam. At fist the low-grade bellon of the previous ssue
wis retained, 3 Biere cxist rupees of s type dated 1242 aad 1243, as
well as half rupees of 1243, all struck mn the same mferior metal as the
previously noted coims of 123912429 Commencing in 1244, full
rupoes were strck in refatively fine sibver dunng every year thereafter
ustil 12559% The billon coms of this 1ype retain a rupee weight
standard (bt far froen the full concomaant of precioss metal!) of abowt
10,4 grases (160 grasns) that had beea inntiated at Qandabar in 1229
dwring the second reign of Mshmid, but the fine wlver coins were
struck 10 2 reduced standard of appeonsmatedy 9.15 grams. There is a
great vanety of different frames around the mint and date on the
reverse and s0me vanstion in the obverse anvangement of the kalima as
well as the surmounding frame; the reverse calligraphy alternates
between saskhi and nasta”hig at irregular wtervals, Noae of these
vanations can be linked 10 contemporary cvents, aad they appear to
repeesent hittle more Bham the whimn of the mint officials of the engraver,
at best some sont of code aimed cither at indicating the chief min
official or a1 dssuading potcatial counteefeiton. It s at presemt
impossible to determine whether the replacement of the debased
phourk ala zam cumency by the equally debased kalima type m 1242
wis ineended (o iadicae the change of rule at Qandabar from Shéedil to
Purdil, which had occurred cither late in the year 1241 of m the carly
days of Mubarram 1242, Given that the brothers seem 1o have
exercised thesr rule as a sort of condominaum, there would scem to
have been no urgency w conlinming e succession of Pardil. As far
as | have been able 1o find in the sosrces, there s po citation of the
specific date of Pusthil's successon. Perhaps the ghoweh al-a”zam type
continued to be struck into 1242 ustil the ime of Purdal's formal
confirmation as choel sardar of Qandahar. Even more surprssngly,
there is oo polsoable change m design marking the mtrodection of the
highter (9.15 grams) fese silver rupee in 1244, though the two can
readily be distmguished by color and feel  Pusdil died not Jong
aflerwards, i 1245 of early 1246, but 1here i1s no alterastion i the
coimage %0 indicate the succossion of yet anather deother, Kobuadil

YSthavum 1342 i 107108, Rupees of Kalst see uskhmown for thin pevind, but the
rogont mepading Quadaban o fullly cormaboratod by S wurvivang comnage of the
oEy. At amother pomt = his sarrative, Maoss (18425 J39) states that at the sase
of S it vinit b0 Kalat (TE2WI245 0246770 e bocal ruler, Miabeab Khin, poed
a0 anonal wbate 1 Puedil Kaan ot Qantaber of one Likh nupoes in “Kakit tawe
com”, equvalent 1o Rs. 4008 of the Qandader currency. Thas ratio suzgests that
one Qardabar) repor of circs 12456 was ogeivalert o 25 base Kalat upoes and
thes that the Kalat repee wan virmally peee copper, if sach & cous had mdeed bheen
streck. Girven that 2o rupees of Kalat are known from this period. one might
sumnise Bat Bo how valwe Kalat repoe was not an actsal coin bat & unst of acoount,
whereas the debusad Quadadur nupee was an acteal com, as coafirmad by eatam
cummples. Yeu i scoms strange that Masson. whose eyewimnes scCounes ane
unsally so socurmie, would Save confmnded tvo & oot foms of cumency
manipulateon, atubicration of INe procious metal CONMnE of a0l Covas with
devaluation of a wox of socesnt. The resodonon 0o thes dilemna is forenancly at
lusd The hightly debased Kalat “rapoe™ mmst be the com th has been segarded
by modom mumismetive ot 4 fades (KM 11 om pago &40, fex & s indosd imonbed
fabiae gobde (sic). Xt 1 known dasad 1217, 125K, and 1240, preciscly the range of
duses one shoud] expect in view of Masson's seport, the specimen photographed o
the Sswndend Cavalog appoan 10 be dated 1207, Theme was 00 silver coinage 3t
Kalur, whch & 0ot Lnown 10 have Deen 3 mint fof precious metal comage 81wy
lime

Wnioclle 199711 hes the month s August bet 1997239 places # in Myt

ViThe 1242 rupee s , i8 the Fitrwilliam Muesews (CM T 1135-1913,
ex-Tremlet). The fmad dige is clesely 7. The nther ooins are of Tolbngen

Vo Tha 1259 date smsaing But & very choar example has Lo 0 the
traps of the Britids Macam foe 120 yeans (18787 14831 The year 125) is nosed
in e KM catadog, sod is ioersted o the pece list of Omar Mamidh #29, ot 997
Famples of all other dates ane ot Tubwapen




Khan, at that juncture, The coans thus confinm what is apparemt from
the texts, that in genoral, dospite occasional but limued episodes of
disagreement, the Qandahar sardars, at first five uterine brothers,
maraged 80 maintain a somblance of endy and mulual co-aperation,

Following up on the terms of the Tripartite Agreement, Britsh
forces reached Quandahar on S Safar 125520 Apeil 1839, Throe days
lter the sardars fled to Herat and from there %o Iran, while the Britesh
armies secured the city. On 10 Salae/25 April, Shah Shuja’ was
crowned at Qandahar, his fifth coronation. Coinage began
immediately in the name of Shih Shugs’ (KM173, as well as quarner
and half repees of identical type), beanng the same couplet as wosld
be used a few moaths Iater for his instial isswe at Kabed, cited above o
the previoss chapter. Coins of this type are known dated 1255 and
1256 and are rather rare. There 1s 0o confirmed cosage ot Qandadar
of 1257%, but a rupoe of this type of 1258 has recently boon moted '™
The next emission s an extremely rare nepes bearing the name of Farh
Jang and the date 1258 (KMI175) Al these coins were struck under
the British egis,

Upon the departure of Notr's forces from Qandabur on 26 Jumida
11 12358/4 August 1842 (for the punitive expedition against Kabel), the
Bratish Jeft behind a small garmson, with Safdar Jang, a som of Shah
Shud®, as nominad ruler 2 Qandabhar. There s considerable confusion
regarding what transpired thereafter. According to Reshtia, around the
socond week of October 1842 (finst week of Ramadan 1258), the
Durrdnt prince Mehammad Timdr (b. Shah Shuja’) was sent to
Qandahar %0 replace his brother as nominal ruler, bet never reached
Quandahar, as he is reponed 10 have left Kabel for India aloag with the
mai British force vin Peshawar, pressmably leaving Safdsr Jang in
chage of Qandahar. It is kely that upon this occasson any remaining
Brtish garmson would also have left the coentry. The Brtish then
summoned the twee remaining Qandahar Sardars, Kohandsl Khia,
Midwdil Khain and Rahuond:l Khin, who had taken refuge in lran. No
date is provided by Reshiia for the reéntry of the sardars into
Qandahar " The situation seems in fact to have been somewhat mere
camplex. According to Yapp, the Bratuh cvacuation of Qandabar wan
total and teok place over a three-day period, 29 Jumads 11-2 Rapb
1258/7.9 August IR42. Safdar Jamg was left in charge of the
Qandahar government. The Durrind chiefs, who coatrolled much of
the mahallls, the dustricts surmounding Qandahar, pressured Safdar
Jang to restore their posstions aad privileges that had peevicusly been
gradually dismangied by the Barakzay sardars (and partially restored by
the pro-Durrdnl British garvison). The remaining Barakzdy leaders
were expelled from the city, This rencwed attempt at 2 Sadozdy
resaimsance proved ephemeral, for at some pot after the begannang of
1843 (began 29 Dha al-Qu“da 1258) the sardars returned from their
Irankan cxile 10 resisme their authority n Qandahar, coce again lod by
Kobandil Khin 2

The next cosn type i anonymous and known in two varants, both
unsgue, bothy dated 1259 o the obverse, coe dated 1259 an the reverse
as well"2, the other coupled with a 1258-dated reverse. '™ Roth bear
the same Arabse phrase on the obverse, al-mulk (dh al-wdhid al-
qahkdr, “the kingship is God's, the Ooe, the All-conquermng™. There
is & further rupee of 1259 (KMIXS), a rmber rare type bearing the
Persian phrase sdheb-e molk dar hagigar ust, “the possessor of
kingahip in truth is he™, whese the word “he™ s an intentionally
ambevalent reference bath to God and 1o the current nuler, whosoever
that might be. The laster type is susely an msuc of the Qundahar
sardars, under the leadenhip of Kohandil Khin, as 01 is not sspecially
rare and i closcly refased to a still later type infroduced in 1260,

Who then was the ssuer of the al-gahhdr type? Was it Safdar
Jang and his Durand coborts or Kohandil Khin immediately upon his

PIKM repornts 3 year 1257 rupoe of type so 177, marked as “Rare”™, but 1 have s
been able 10 confiess ws exivtmce

10 utingen (199K}, ot Yot asigaad = h

191 Redaia 1990185157

Sy upp 19%4 171

PN i 199303, no. 6 (0oe yet beted i KM). Hasadi coved = his reading of
the sbverse mmription, percov ing Ab for fdhih

VW rabinges 1LY C1

retern t0 Qandabar” [t would seem tha if Safdas Jang were the 1ssoer,
he would have prochaamed his Sadoziy authoeity by placing his name
on the comnage, 3 had his father and two of his brothers, Fath Jang
and Shihpér. Cortaanly b Bratish menton woekd not have obpecsed o
his dotng s, and eught even have encouraged him do o, as 3 Sadorly
bulwark aguest Rimkz3y adventurism (though with the restorstion of
Dost Muhammad at Kabal, relations between the British and the
Birakziy chief had begun to thaw). [t i thus more kikely that the con
was in fact the fist issue of Kohasdil, perhaps, as Hamidi has
described it "a unigee inauguratson issue for his 2od reign™. Furtber
mdkation is provided by the repont of MaxcGreper thal after the
departure of the Brutish on 8 August 1842, “Safdar Jang then 100k
possassion, but s 4 months he was daven out by Kobhan Dil Khia
who returnad froen Persia®, this account would date Kohandl's retum
to spproximately the begianing of Dhi al-Qa"da 1258 thus nearly two
months before the end of that year and some two moaths prior to the
date suggested by Yapp, as noted above.'™ As for the 1258 dated
reverse used for the Tubsagen specimen, it rvest have been an old die
still m the mint @t Qandakar, possably onginally employed for an as yet
undscovered coinage of Safdar lang. 1 b sigaalicantly diffesent from
the known reverse dees used for the 1258 issues in the mames of Shih
Shegd® and Fuh Jang, bearing the mant and date within a lobated
square.

Why dedn’t Kobands Khan, upon his resomplaon of power at the
end of 1258, restore the kalima design that had served as a badge of
the Qundabar sardars before the British mvasion of 12557 Ay noted in
the previous chapler, it must have been because of the adoptson of a
kakima type by Mubammad Akbar a1 Kabul. The Qundshar sardass
rigerously opposed Mohammad Akbar and lus father Dost
Mubamemad, presumably entertainang the hope of some day seizng
control of Kabul. The sardan could no loager use the kalima type as
thew symbol and thus neodad a new obverse iscription

The pdhetre molk ropee (KMIXY) was struck oaly in 1259, In
the followng yeas the obverse mscription was slightly altered 10 read
rolitne fabdn.c hagiql s, “the true sultan of the world n he™, with
the same ambavalent usage of the word “he™ (KM182). The type was
struck in substantial quastitves = overy year from 1260 o 1265, then
in far lesser numbers from 1266 to 1271/ There is comaderable
vanation both in the arangement of the obverse and revene legends
und i the franse around the reverse inscription. All of these are ssves
of Kobandil, who retained the keadership of the Qandahar sardars asd
thedr increaingly polntically active vons until his death in Augast 1855
(17 Dha al-Qa“ da- 18 Dhd al-Hyja 1271).%47

The soledn-¢ Jahdn type differed radically from its prodecessorns,
however, in one important way. Wheseas all previous rupees strack
betwean 1244 and 1259 perpotsated a weight standaed of sbout 9.15
grams of slightly lighter, the mew isswe of 1260-1271 was
comiderably lighter, only abowt S 75 prams. Kakar hay arpued that in
the time of Sher “All Khin (1280 1256/1863-1878) “one Kabuli rupee
was equal 1o 1.7 Qandabari rupees”™. 1% Since the Kabuli rupee of the
12605 still weighed abewt 945 grams, this ratio would imply a
Qardahan rupee of 5.56 gramm, somnewhat lighter than the actual
Qamatabar coin of 1260-1272, whach mamtamed (he standaed of about
5.75¢ and would umply a ratio of about 10:165, However, the laer
Qandahan rupee, struck 12721297, indeed weighed about 5.56
grams, though the Kabuli rupee had been reduced 10 9.28 grams by
1262, Perhaps Kakar's snnamed source had in mind the pre- 1262
Kabuli rupee and the post-1272 Qandahan rapee.  Another explanation

1O0acCGnegor 1871 318 This Satimg wimddd place (he setumm of the

sandary about the first part of Dbl 20-Qa" da 1295, perhags 2 fow weeks 2 couple
mondhs 100 catly, but ponetheiess sugpestive Bt the senees of Be sasdies most
Bave ovcurnd cither very e o 1295 or ol the very oubet of 129

P ke KM catalog rasvely splies the type ints types 5811 an 131.2, hased 20
mcoesct crierit. | huve Dot yet perssmally woen evampion of the yesns 1265 ad
1270, and B only 1200 comn ko 80 me & B ploce Wustrssnd by KM for hype
1512 The enlivied 5266 die i ot Tetanges KM ahio livts & coan of 1272 of
thin type, butevery 1272.dmed cown | have setn has geoven 1o be the issue which |
farve aeribod 1o Ratendil Khin (KMESE) (e smribamon o Kaamdil is the KM
catalng wias sehodmod by e severnl youes agot
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for this discrepancy might lie in a dfference in the fincoess of the
metal, a possibility that cannot be desmissed until asalytic data for the
relevant coins become available. ™ In any case, the new denomimation
introduced in 1260 could not have been » hall rupee, 3¢ haberto
unguestioningly accepeed by the Srandard Caralog, Hamuds, myself
wod others.

Major Lusnsden, desceibing the sstuation in Qandahar o the time
of the British missson of Apnl 1857 1o May 1858 (Ramadin 1273-
Ramadin 1274), peesents a table of equivalences which would supggest
» 2t of sbout 10:16.67 at Qandahar as follows:

6 Cabuli rupees, § Co.’s Repees. [ie., S East India Company

m - -
6 Pace Qandahar or
Shahecs Qandahn, |

?

IISInlumtul
s (mwysm 1 Shahi

4 Shahies Qandahari, | lhbun"‘

According to these oquivabencios, 5 Kabali rupees are worth 10
Quadahan rupess, a relationshep which ysedds a rano of 10:16.67. The
pesultimate equivalency sooma incorrect, for the “miskal™ (mithgal))
ought have weighed about 4,61 grams or slightly moee, but elucidation
of this master cannot be undertaken in the present context

Mihedil Khin had deed sbout five months before has older brother
Kohandil Khaa, so that after the latter's death only one of the original
five sardars remasned alive, Reamdil Khin, He bocame enmeshed n a
vicious struggle for authority with 3 son of Kobhandil, Mubammad
Sadiq, but emesged as the victor just before the end of 127], & he
amnounced in a letter o Dost Mubammad dated 25 DG al-Hijza
1271/8 Seplebaser 1855, Despite this apparent resolution of the
confhict, Dost Mubammad used the pretense of Rahmdil's earhier
roguest Tor assistance aguinst Mubammad Sadig as an excuse for
Issnching an isvasion of Qasdahar, which he occupied on of very
shortly after 4 Raby® 1 1272/14 November 1885110

The short reign of Rahmdil has left one coin type, an anonymous
Quadahinn rupee of 1272, whach i eventially sdentxcal o the emasicn
of Kohandal, except for the addition of the word rdyej. “current™,
within a Moriated cartouche i the reverse cemter (KMIS4).112 This
rare type, known from no more than half a dozen examples, can
securely be dated to the first two monts of 1272, between e death of
Kohandil and the occupation of the city by Dost Muhammad  The
addition of rayes to the revernse dessgn thus can be regarded as the
dntingunhing feature of Rabimdil's comage

With the occupation of Qandahar by Dost Muhammad,
ancaymous comage ceased. Cunously, the couplet adopied by Dost
Mubarmma! at Qandahar differed shightly from the couplet ssed om his
socondd reign coms of Kabul, which i noted in the discussion of the
Kabul comage of 1259. The Qundahar variant is &s follows.

bezad befad] 0 “endydie Khdieg-e albar
amir ddst mohammad doulrireh sekdek bar zar
The vanant does mot, bowever, matesally alier the baskc sense of the
oouplet. 15 only purpose may well have been nothng moee absiruse
tan an iedication of the difference between the two rupee standands.
Nonctheless, the revised cosplet was employed not jest om 1the
Qandahan rupee, now seduced to abost 5.55 grams (KM 186) but on a
rupee of the old Qandahan standard of about 9.15 grams (KM183),
both struck in 1272 and 127377 with the classical Durrdind form of the

1%The dicrepancy may alo derive from some sort of arbitrage. It s possible
(het the exchange rates between the two cutresc s imght have been ddferem o
Katul amd Qundatar m coder % take wi0 accosnt the cost of shipping fie oo
from coe place to the other

0 urmaden 1860104,

1linNcelle 1997242243, The secoad adiion of Be 19th conmary Standaed
Corafog has added the date 1271 for this type, bat | doube s existence.
PMamidi 199503, s, X, where the winag phote # ssad 1o Whastrase the type
The dwte of the illudratod specimen is encicar in the

1157 he listmng in the Standird Cavelog i the only teforence | have seen %0 the
1273 oM stanslrd mupee. Ovar the years | have soen perhaps teo doson coins on
Thar standard, alwuys dated 1272 Thas | roosain shepocal of dhe oxisience of e
1271 coin on the 9 | gam sundwrd  The Qeadaban rupoes (4 552) of both youn
1T Common.

miot name, Ahmadshilil. The heavier coin may have represented an
atsempd by the rudar of Quadahar 0 sinke a Kabuls repee in addition 1o
the 5,55 gram Quandahan rupes, perbaps for reasons of trade. | have
not found any teatsal reference 1o this epbemeral 9.15 gram sitvor coin,
its positioe in the curreacy sysiem of Qandahar thus remains obscare.
The beavier rupoe s moderaely rare, the lighter rupee rather plentaful

In 1271, the design was aliered 10 include in the reverse cemer the
tatle w3 amir-¢ dnil.c awmir, O amar of all amin™, surrosnded by a
marginal kegend containing mint and date (KM 187). Thes ambivalent
phrase was mieaded 10 sefer both 1o God, the ultimate possessor of all
power, 2ad to Dost Mubhammad, who by the use of this title was
asserting his clasm (o an imperal postion above all the local amies of
Alghanivan; at the same time, the mint name reverted from
Abemadshdhi o Qandahar, which thercafler remauned the standard form
of the mamt name for all bt » couple of rare msues of tho mud 1780s
and the lagse 1290s. Dost Mubamenad's cfforts 10 consolidate his
power at Qandahar wese fraught with namerous difficultes, despite
hes receiving substantial aid from the Bntish (sow fimly entrenched in
Sind and the Pungab), but these events were not mirroeed sn the
comage and 3o Dot Concermn us here '

There is a conous passage m Bellew's journal that is of relevance
not only because it bears on the nature of curency manipelation and
the rapacity of the Qandahar rulers but alse because it incorporates
Imaccuracies that could kead 10 misconceptions, The observation ks
recorded i his poemal under the date 21 November 18573 Rab® 1l
1274

Yesterfay all the salver [sic] coin crculating in the ity was
called wio e govermmont treasury, as on 3 fonmer oocaion,
by order of the Sardar |Ghulin Haydar), a one-half its current
vabue, after a few diyy’ dotention the coan was again circallated
at sty oniginal value, the Sardar nddieg soune Ny thousand
rupecs to s weasury by this coup de finance! It is sach ili-
Judged and despotic measuses that have ruined the trade of the
city, and made 3 great porticn of it desolate and unishabwted.
This appears w0 be a favourse method of increasing the

goverment finances amongst the Afghans, for dunng our stay
at Kandahar # was pat 10 practioe on soume five or sx
different occasions, 115

Becawse of the isnnsic value of silver comn ot is inconcesvable that an
odxct of this sort could ever have been promulgased, not even once,
mvach Boas five o aix times in the coune of asajourn that Lsted abost
one year. As s clear from the following quotation, the reference is
asctually to the copper comage, for which the practice of persodic recall
2 hall its vadue had enjoyed a long history @ Lran and Afghanisian,
Bellew also neghects 10 mention that dering its “detention”™ the coppers
were aventruck with the latest type, Thas s clear from extant coien of
Qandahar from the pened of the 1270s, which are typically muleply
overstruck, (o the extent that frequently neither the origiaal nor the
subsequent types can be readily adentified; the more egregious
cxamples more chosely resemble n copper vervion of the proverbial
“squashed mulk bottle top™ than anything recognizable as a coin. The
occasional Jegible date on these ugly coppers confirms that this
nefanous practxoe had reached absurd proportions a8 roughly this time.
This practice % more acuracly decnbed by another member of the
same miason, Major Lemsden, as follows:

T hey e descrited i mh detad by Noelle 1997 243.248 The sew type
(KMINT) comes in two vasunts, of which i fird is KM UKD L, bocarng v wmr-
dolf-¢ amer 8 2 \casdeop and amesied for all years 1273 50 1280 The year 1272
Tt for B type by KM 1 2 redic of the time whes types KM IS and KM 187
wone st Setingetshied and Mely dees not exint. The year 1279, listod stall as
“rrporied, st confomed” s o while the pear 1280 was pebliched by
Hamahi (Pemvic Gallery, hat 11, boe 393, illusrsted). The 12K) com of type
EMIED.2 Buatraned by KM was onginally Bustrasod by Hamats as well (Pore
Culery 32, kot 3331, with 2 photo comuderably clearer than the KM photo,
Ieserestingdy. the 1250 and 1281 coms froem Hassidi's fnts share 2 common
obverss de. sl fhe Baie o0 B Later coun has been sliored froas | 280 0 1251
The setention of (he type s 128) muy sellect same wrifc botween Kabul and
Qundabar, for o koows that the hocal potestate st Quadabar of the timse of Sher
CAN tiis bevaehier Mu § Amin Khin openly sofusod s

achnowledpe that sccesiion and remained m schellicn againd Sher “AB for a1 bt
the better part of & yeae (Tate 1911:16)-164).
Hoieliew 1062002
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for a few h!mdwyncdhdl&)ldhhnlh;:fu.
resissued al their full value, All whxh remsin i

the market of the ol supply (unstamped) are called ghaz 110

1t & clear froe tas pasiage that Bellew's report must also sefer 10 the
copper currency, As for the term ghdz, it is a well-attested
desaunination wsed throughost Iran saad Afghanistan from ot Joast the
17th contery onwards. In Iran it was typically valued at one tenth of a
shahi (five dinars), but its value 1 Afghanisan has yet 1o be
researchod. A few rare Afghan coppers actually bear the term as a
desomimation, mcluding a Falds struck 3 Kabul n 1252177

Only one ferther anonymous coan type was streck o Qundahar, 2
scarce light Quandahari rupee bearing the simple phease af mulk Illdh,
“the kingship is God's™, on the obverse, the sunt on the reverse. Both
sides bear the date 1297 (KM221), The ruler of Afghanistan from
1280 10 1296 had beon Sher ' Al Khis, who deed ot Mazar-i Sharif on
28 Safar 1296721 Febewary 1879 whale frumlessly seeking Russian
support against an anticipated Britinh advance into his country that did
in fact materialize ''* He was swoceeded by his son Mehammad
Y& qib Khiln, who was accepeed throughout Afghanistan with hatle
opposition.  Mubammad Ya‘qdb abdicated his theone during the
month of Dbl al-Qa“da 1296 (October/November 1879), by which
tme both Kabul and Qandabur had once again been occupied by
wan another son of Sher * Al Mohammad Ayyob, who had coms 1o
Herat from exile in [ran and had accepeed the nominal suzeainty of his
brether Mubammad Ya'qib. Dering the following year, s the Rnenh
position was becoming increasingly entenable, ‘ Abd al-Rahman was
preclaimed king by the amirs of Badakhshan and Qataghdn n the
morth on 4 Jumada 11 1297/14 May [380 and began his inexorable
maech toward Kabul and the reansfication of the cosntry. ! ¥

Earbicr i 1297—1 have not yet found the precise date—the Brtish
at Quedaduar named another peeson by the name of Sher “AlL » oo of
ome of the origmnal Qandahar sardars, Mihrdd Khin as nossinal reler.
Sher “AR is oftea known as Wali Sher “ Al because his posstion was
that of wdli of Qundhar, as inscribed upon s coinage 20 Couns were
struck at Quadakar in the nasne of WAl Sher “All in 1297 in theee
desominations (KM217, 218, 219, the last a lovely gold tilla), On 19
Sha®ban 1297727 July 1880, a Britssh anmy was rosted by Mubammad
Ayyb in the Maiwand plains, not Tar from Qandshar, Muhammad
Ayvib then besieged Qandlahar for adout & month, and 0 o probably
during this siepe that the al-mult [ildh coinage was produced,
Muhammad AvySb was unsuccessfol, WAl Sher “All wan reinstated
for a few more months (his coms cannot be segregated oo “first™ and
“second” reign maues) walil the final Beitish setres from Qandahar, at
whach time the cay was reincorporaled into a united Afghanstan undey
“Abd al Rahman Khaa 121

Herat
Few places i Asia were more 2 bone of comlention during the
nincteenth century than the region of Herat. Covesed by Inn, Russia,
Britain, the Paskoun relers (Duerdnl, Blrakedy, elc.) and oven the ama
of Bukhar, the city and 115 cnvirons sonctheless managed o cke out 5

P8 umsden 15601048 The portions in gesentheses we his
“’hmuh~mwmq.o-nman.u:(d~a-m.nnm
Mowices) wa Bhe ogisvalont 5 hall & puisa, which wis worth see south of 4 shahi
Miqnhm(lm ot ), whach was 0 farn coe welth of & Quodehan
njee ' wens the coppes puina anvd the Whabs (o vt of acoownt
mul"d&tw"pﬂw-pm ool el 2l 63 but weuks
vty over tame, s Ferrier has clogecatly dewribed (sce bedow) Ia ke e noemal
|Mo-m-bdu1904um-2 172 bisti = 5 glrbegi = 10 g8z T
peoblcms of e .,.luhl-(mmmlnu-klh-«wdm
pager. For e 1252 Kabul copp see Valentine
1910 1469, 884 (2 wemilar wm-fm JAN F6) Yadontine failed
ectpniee the woed phdz, tet o w ol in e Bustracon,

1 i Rentais 1990374375

PE¥Bestiiin 1990406,

129The use of the proefic Wall also Selps 3 Sstinpenh hem froms the previeo:
Sher "AN. who had &od only n She previoes year

P entinie 1990 408417

precaniow independence throughout most of the century, imtructively
mirrored i Ms coinage. Until the treacherous death of of e feckless

Sadoziy reler Kienrfin in 1258, all coms of Herat bore the name of a
ruler, the current muler eacept for 8 senes of posthumoss Taymir Shah
mohurs and rupees of 1208-1212 and 1216 that were actually isspes of
his son Mahmid when in opposition 1o the acknowledged Sadazay
cheef, Shih Zaman. From 1258 to 1272 a sequence of anonymous
com types was produced at Heeat, followed by named coms citing the
Qajar vuler of lran, Nisir al-Din Shih, dated from 1273 to 1230,
These are in tuen succeaded by an a0oaymous issoe dased 1230 which
will be dncussed below. From still later in the year 12580 until the
suppression of precious metal coinage ar the provincial mines in
1 30871890, all coins of Herut bear the name of the ruler. s only the
comage of 1258 10 1280 that concemns us here, though the laer coinage
is by no means usproblematic. 132

Kimran ruled Herat from 1245 (or possibly late 1244) until he
was seized and jailed by his entwhile vizier, Yar Muhammad Khan
Abkozdy, al some poist durmg the year 1257, allegedly becasse
Kamrin had appealed to the Shah of Iran, Mubammad Shih Qajar, for
assistance agaimt the Bratish (this appeal occurred duriag the Fust
Anglo-Afghan War but before the upsning that followed the murder of
Akexander Burnes ot Kabul) ssd had allcgedly, cather late in 1256 or
carly in 1257, exercised the sikka and tharba in the name of the Shah
of lran '2¥ Yot mo coim of Herat in the name of Mubamenasd Shih are
known. In fact, no coans of Herat of any sost are known bearning the
date 1256'M and the anly known colms of 1257 are 1/6 rupees beanng
the short legend kimrdn shah on the obverse, mint & date on the
reverse (KM4A00).  Under the following year (1257-1238), the
chronicler of Herat, Mubammad Yasut, provides the curioos statement
that "after some e be (Y& Mubammad) openly exercised the salka
and Ahurha in the name of the bng of Tran" (after the smpemonmont of
KEnrkn m 12573735 Again, o0 comesponding cosns are known, and
given the rather large member of Herati coins of this period that have
boen disoovered n recent years, it seems unbikely that any were streck.
It & monetheless concervable that on one or both of these occasions the
Ehurba was indeod recited in the name of the QA kg, but that the
sokka was pever exercisnd for the siimple reason that there was no need
lor colmage (O for new dues) during what could only have boen very
trassieon episodes of Qigdr recogmition af Herat.  Although no formal
die studios bave been attempoed, it is chear froen my long olwervation of
these coles tha all of the Herat comage from the late 12305 untl
least 1250 was of mensmal extent, with rarely more than theee o four
obverse or reverse dios per year, as well &5 a couple of yean for which
no coins at all are known, Thus there must have been significant
periods during which the mint was inactive, perhaps for several
months at a stretch, or konger. !>

Seven months after his derention Kimedn was strasgled, then
interred with full honors at Herat, perbaps at the end of 1257 but more
Ikely during the early months of 1258127 In 1258, the new ruler of
Herat, Yir Muhanenad Ahkoziy. inavgurated & new colnage at Herat,
commting of 16 rupoes boaring the kalima on the obvene, the mt
and dase on the reverse, but without the mimt epithet, ddv af saliaea.
These tiny comms, knowns dated 1258, 1259 and 1260 (KM404), are
seuths of ®e clasic Mughal standard of aboest §1.52 grams, thiss abowt

122 he sequence of ndery, fypes and legends st Merat from 1290 10 1308 diverpes
i wignilionst ways from the sequence o Quasdahar sed Kabral, But Tt is anothuy
stowy for amother tie
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124 S Yt et KEniim saom inod B0 At in e narme o
Maharmimad Shah but makes so relosace 3 e side  Coudd this mem. givon the
sbsence of bnown cons of Herat datod 1256, Bt the munt was essentially inactve
Duning the yoar 1256, under which rudeic he tnsarts thin ropoet | 199017

125 chamanad Yowd 199033

12450 ity extimation 0 more han 150200 dhey foe each sidle were uniieed 2t
Hhovas dering this ootrs storval of meee han lorty yean. Mostover, Be rather
high evtemated ratio of comm o Son, which | would nestively saliomae at show
4 1, would wggest St welll over hall of the Gex ongenally coployed e cumenly
known

127The wraditional dee of Kimedn's death is gves as 125K, | wosder if hix
bt 8 #ill i place o Herat, for the wone wonkd likely be inwabod with
the previse dutc of S doadh




1.92g,'2% 3 denomination that had been issroduced in the provious
yoar, 1257, for the bese! isue of similar sixtha in the name of Kiswrin
noted in the previous paragraph. This denomination was locally
known as jendai, as noted below in the excursus on Forrier's report;
since the classical rapee weighed precisely 2-172 mirkgd!, equal 1o 60
nokhud, the jendak weighed ten mokhud, a3 coefirmed by extant
specimens. Although 8o example of this coinage has been assayed,
the silver appears 10 be quite fine, as scems 10 be the case for all
subseguent silver coinage a Heral until the final issue of 1308, This
had not always been the case. Although the full rupee standard of
1152 grams wan retained at Herat uatil the end of the 1230s, repees
froe the Lase 1220s onward appear 10 be significantly debased, though
once agaia 0o formal analysis has yet been wadertaken. In 1240 a pew
pure silver rupee was introduced, at 3 reduced weight of about 10.3
prams, used by MahmOd and his successor Kamrin sntil the last repee
issee in 1255 Why Kienriin and his doughty vizier Yar Mubammad
should have tallied the jendak against the heavier rupee in 1257
remains unexplaimed, though it ks quise plausitde that the equivalence of
the jendak 10 one siath of a classical Mughal rupee was purely
fortustons, imsofar as the jendal had been establishod at ten nokhud

In the following year, 1261, the sixth rnapee was replaced by a
“half rupee™ to the same standard, thus weighang about 5,76 grams, or
30 mokhud, and equivalent in weight (probably also o fineness, though
this remains 10 be determined) to the new Qandahan rupee that had
been imtrodeced in 1260 (KM205.1).5 The obverse type retained the
kalma, sranged as on the carfier sixths, bot with the mint epathet ddr
al-salians added to the revense, undoubtedly because the larger
denomination permitted more extensive verbiage. There is no known
comage of Herat dased 1262.'% s the following year, 1263, the
weight of the Hemati silver com was reduced to something over 5.3
grams, probably to a theorctical standard of 537 grama and thus
dentical with the contemporary Qlgls girdn (kran) that had been struck
to that weight at all Irancan mints since 1255 (28 mobhud). Given the
increasingly close commercial ties between Herat and bran at this
Junctiire, i is not at all surprisiag that the masters of Herat should have
adopied the Iranian girds standasd in lseu of any local Afghan, Central
Asian or Indian standard. It therefore makes sense 10 refer 1o all comns
of Herat comunencing with the 1243 issee by the denominational mame
qirdn rather than half rupee, as will become mose apparent in the
folowing discustions. We shall observe that the weight of the Herat
@irdn dud indood follow its Qdghr counterpart (with ane enigmatic
exception, in 1269-1270). The Q&jar girdn was redueced to 4,99 grams
(26 nokhud) between 1271 and 1275—the tansstion year varies from
et 10 eunt 121 —and 10 one mutkedl (4.61 grams, 24 nokhed) with the
mtroduction of machine-strack comage i 1293, Parallel reductions
are witnessed ot Herat,

The lighter Herat girdn of 1263:1267 (also designated
KM405.112) is distingusshed froem the heavier issue of 1261 oaly by
subtie changes i style and the addition of 3 small mistmark on the
reverse, normally within the curve of the dif of dér, usually esther a
star or & flower, All years 12631267 are known, The number of dies

17910 thwos spocimans ot Tebingos weigh 191, 105 ssd 14 grams.

1 2% w0 spacimmons at Tubingen weagh 569 sad $ Mg

1%Coins of Merat dated 1262 are livted by Krause Mishlor sed in my handlist of
the collection at . Mowever, all coms purpomedly of this dae that | bave
exammned should be reclassafied as 1263, incladieg @ose that were formerly ie sy
own oollecton. By sow | have examined ot feast 30 coms of 12627 sad 1263 and
hase come % the concluson that olf hould be regaaded as 1265, On some
specissens D righunost of She two ancs hae form e top of e 'Y s relatively
wedk and seemn rather 10 be 2 part of the background scrollwerk that
Churscacristic of Wil soses of Heral suck Susteg this period. 1o sech cases #
chry 10 imizrpret the digil 85 & 2 and thus read the dute as 1262, In sy opision—
this should de checled by & e sudlythe weakness of the sight arc s smply the
sosult of e wear. ABBough the 1263 seemi 10 B¢ the mowt plenedul Hersl inse
of he Alicordy imteriede, there soctm 10 be very few S cut for the series,
produbly ne more tun five or six for each face, perhags fewes

P hAIam 1998 137, | know of no ether instance is Safavid snd Macr Iras wheee &
change in weight standard was sot implemested moee or lews sirmelascously o all
openating ments. The Qajir silves coinage of 12711275 presests nther snomalies,
a0 pot larpely unsosrarched, bt whach cannot be discessod i his pager

P2he change in weight standard betwoen 1261 and 1261 had not yet been
dicovered when the |'%h centary ofition of the Saandard Casslog wan fient
pobiinhed sad wins sot conmesad s the 2nd ofition (mew culv)
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for each year scems o be quite small, though no proper die count has
yet been sndenaken. ' The style and layout of the girda is uniform
from 1263 to 1266 but the issee of 1267 has 2 distinctive arrangement
of the kalima (reading upwiards rather than downwards, KM40S 3). It
15 possible, but by no means proven, hat this was coanecied (o the fact
that during the year 1267 Yar Mubamsamd died (a¢ Isfizae of natural
casses). After a haatus of just twelve days, his son Sa®id Muhamanad
was proclamed successor, receiving in the following year the title of
Zaklr al-Dawla froen the ruler of bran, NSsir al-Din Shad, the same
tithe (hat bes fagher had cajoyed ™

There s po comnage of Herat known beanng the date 1268, and
given the eelatively “large™ quantities of this material that have surfaced
in recent years™, i is quite likely that the mvet did not operate dering
that year or continued to wse 1267 or earbier dies thal were still in
usable condation. As it i gencrally presumed that ninetoenth century
Iranian and Afghan mists manufactered coms only whea somoone,
enther the state o a pryvate individual, delivered ballion to the mint to
be made 060 coms, i is not surpaising that gaps in ment activity might
periodically have occured af 2 mint such as Heral, where production
wan relatively paltry. At the manis of Kabul and Quadahar, far more
prolific during the years 1230-1294, production must have been
virtually continuoun, due to the incomant noad for large guantitics of
cad, princepally for the army sad for ibal ssbventuns,

The Herm comnage of 12691272 proscom a panoply of problems,
not all of whath can be resolved a1 the present time,  the schemsata
presented here should be regarded as tentative. In all likelhood, the
farst issue of 1269 was a3 givdin bearing the standard sames and titles of
Nisir al-Din Shih, retaiming the Qagle qirdn weight standard of 5,37
grams. '™ This sauseal coinage, of which po more than two of theee
specimens are koown, was apparently struck from a single pair of dies
that were hikely prepaeed by the Qiglr mnt ot Mashbad, & the
workmanship is quite distinctively Qigir and unbike carlier and later
dics of Herat,

How can we explasm the peesence of Nisir al-Din Shah's name on
the Herat comnage in 12697 1t 1s known from contemporary soeeces
that Sa‘d Mehammad, far more so than his predecessor Yir
Muhammad, strove (o mantam good relations with Nasir al-Din Shah
and the bster's govermor at Mashhad, as a counterbalance to the
Biwakzay rulers of Kabul and Qandahar who were undoubtedly keen
to reanmex Herat to the Afghan polity. The chronicler of Herar,
Muobammad Ydsuf, emphasizes the sending of annual gifts to
Mashhad and Tehran, though his sycophantic stance sowands the Qijir
ruder must Bave ked him to exaggersts the rele of the lrassans m the
affairs of Horat.  In 1268 an lranian force bolstered Sa“id
Mshammad's resistance to the advance of Aldal Khin b. Purdil Khin
from Qandahar. Two years later o joint campaign was undertaken by
Sa'id Mubamenad and an lransan contimgent from Mashhad (0 punssh
some Turkomans who had plundered 3 merchant caravan and laken ity
people captive.* ™ 1t is probably in conjunction with his co-operatson
wirh Iran at this tme that Sa“id Muhammad received the laqab Zehir
al-Dawia from Tehran. Nometheless, this rase 1209 coin is an isolated
wssue, the only named coin produced dunag the entire period of
Alkoziy rale at Herat. The imue was undosbtedly miniscule, for the
sole known reverse die was still serviceable for subscquent use by
Sa'ld Mubammad in combination with an obverse die dated 1270
The historian Muehammad Yisuf remnarks that in 1268 (sic), afier the
repulsion of the Qandaban forces, “by order of sardar Sa‘ld

13 . in the Tubmgen collection, two girdms of 1365, one of 1264 and
one of 1265 al) sharr & common thvverse die, whose deterionmtion over e i
Clearly noneabie

Myghammad Yord 199051

13570 quansisics e n0n harge. | would estimate that fewer San 400 examples are
kawown of o dates sod types of the Mooy mous colnage struck from 1258 1o 12724
However, grven e Smited demand for 5o obecure & comage. such & Quanccy i
ndond “selaively liege” Al ihe presest | heve of Joat 100 examplos for sale but
few wkens

M Tubingen 9113149 (holed and ex mounc, 3 1221 the type has tecently been
Incorpoesiod (o Ihe second edition of the Sumdard Catalop (p 719, type KN4,
not yet differestianed o oo of Be S37 pram and e 499 gram standards) A
second specimen passed theough my hasds s 1996,
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Muhammad Khin, a great deal of comed money equivalent 1o six
thousand tomass of the currest money of Iran at Heral was seet to
Tehran”, #0d @ the following year 3 “sum of money as 3 gift" was
despatched 10 Tehran, 1t would veesn that the Nasir al-Din issue mvast
have been struck in conunction with one of these two occasions. The
glt coins may well have bome the Iranian sovereign's name in order 10
cuery his favor oe 10 fulfill some previcasly agreed continpency.

It is worth examinimg the possibelity, which [ hold to be likely,
that the 1265 coins in the name of Nisir al-Din were prepared for the
shipment of six thousand tomans, despite the fact that Muhammad
Y@l records that event under the rubeic of 1268 '™ Al the tine, the
Iramian (ad therefore, the Herati) toman was equal to ten girdn,
whence 6000 tomans would be the equivalent of 60,000 girdw, cach
weighing 5.37 grams of what was probably 900 fine silver. This
would cosrespond to about 10,360 troy ounces of similmly alloyed
stlver, equivaleat to about 34,000 Kabuli rupees (sssuming a like
finemess for the Kabuli mpee, an assumption ot yet investigated), not
unkke the sums typically pasd by the Kabel government as ansual
allowances (bribes) to any of several surrounding tribal districts '
The quession arses: could 60,000 girdn bave been streck from a
simgle pair of dics? The author of the Matia® al-Shas, a local history
of Mashihad completed i the early 19t cemtury, informa us that on the
occasion of the Qajir occupation of Mashhad by Agha Muhammad
Khan in 1211 the Maskhad munt was compelled 10 strike up 30,000
rupees in the nasse of the Q)i congueror.’® These coins are known
today, and | suspect that all specimens are from a single pair of dees.
Unfortunately, when 1 saw a group of about a husdred examples in
Mashhad i 1965 1 had no inkling of the importance of roconding the
nuasber of dies. 11 it could be shown (as 1 instinctively suspect) that
the Mashhad 1211 comage was indead struck from a single die pair,
then ot would be entirely plausble tha the 60,000 girdn of 1269 were
similarly prodeced, especially as the girda was less than half the
weight of the 1211 rupee and as such would cause less wear to the
dies. The guantity ol coms obtainable from a single pair of Gies would
also to some extent depend on whether the mint was usang bronze or
steel for s dies; both technologres had long been availadle 4! Of
course, the possibality can never be excluded that some portson of the
payment consisted of other kinds of comns, older gurdas of whatever
ongmn or foreign comns such as Russian rubles or Bulkharan tengas, for
ol source does nol specify the nature of this coined maney, of even
whether » consisted entirely or only partly of silver. There wa no
local gold coinage at the time  Herat, but imported gold coins, sach
as Ouoman liras, lranian tomans, Russiaa five rebles or Freach
napoléons, would hkely have been avalable = the bazaar.

'W-MMMYMI&:-‘«M‘MM
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asccoeding 9 e Chioese anemal Cycle, Bt wosld Yave commenced during that

year. The selar year nivhgds I extented from 28 Jumsss | 1268 10 8 Jemsada B
1249,

EWGulumd (1994 73 notes Bt in 157778 (1394), Shar * Al revercases
amnsented 1o K 13020174, of which Rs 11,751,112 were paen 1o espesditess
and R | 452,062 were surphas added 10 the wemury. Even tling ime sccows

thast the sevenues of Heowet in 1269 were bt o froteom of those of o8
Alghanistan in 1298, 2 “gilt”™ of some Ky 34,000 woeld not licely have banbagpeed
The weasery

10l W Ouwln 1853 v. 2950 The quasity smck 1t nok ched ders:

regrettably | have hoen smabile to find my ootes repanfing that tebet of
infermation The asthor doos somewhat contise the e, for be spesis of &
“Range v of Gowne mniod o Herst, thear San Mahihad, i the same of Aga
Musammad Saab, addig parenshetcally tha he possassed an shrafl b ) of s
comage in b own eollection of aocent come. No com of Herat 1o the name of
the Qupir reder s havwm. Goven tht ihe acooent ovoees wihin & disowssion of

eveats 3l Mashhad, # s prodable that the rod 10 Marat s cuther & vimple cmvor
or (more pleswbly ) s allesion to the denommation of the rervious comage of
Mahhat which cond d oot 1o the e ¥ sysiem Bot 8 e Durvind

sy as ennd at Herat and elsewnom withen the Durrind patneony

An micpesting aspoct of fhas sepon is that, at Seast as Bar as Sanl® 20 Dewls win
d, comm colk g wan alive sl Posrnhing o ran s carly as 1885
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a1 Jont the V10t century. See Chwntopher Toll, “The fabeication of Arabe
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But if Herat prepared an ssue in the name of Nisir al-Din dering
1269, why did the mint severt 1o the kaluna type later in the very same
year, well before the jomt camgaign agamst the rebelisous Terkomans?
Were in (3¢t relations with Tehwan far Jess sanguine than the groveling
Mehammad Ydsuf degacts hem? Given the subsequent Penian
invasion of Herat, such was bkely the case.  The ephemeral 1269
comage m the name of Ndsir al-Din Shih was most hikely produced in
fulfillmens of some agreement concerning the assistance provided by
the Porsians agaiast the encromchment of Afdal Khin, after which the
anvaymous kaluma comage of Sa‘id Mshammad was restoeed, Sa%id
Muhammad maud have had no mstention of becoming & Qajie vassal

The ressoranon of the kalima type i 1269-1270 was accompasied
by a reduction in the weight standard 10 461 granm (one mithgdl), a
curious deviation from the practice (since 1263) of maintaining the
comtemporary Iranian girdn standard foe the Herat girdn. These are
two variants known with the date 1269, one with naskkl reverse (as
KME05 1), the other with nasia“fig reverse (KMA0S 2), both with the
dosnwards reading kalima of 1261-1266, The issue of 1269 seems
relatively large, as there are several obverse and reverse dies known
for ihe iswo,'*? The coinage of 1270 revives the upwasds reading
kalima of 1267 and retains the nasialiq reverse, As with the 1267
issue, the date 1270 is engraved on both sides, beneath the kaluma on
the obverse and above dard oa the reverse, Ounly one obverse die has
been noted, on which the date is engraved without the point for the
zer0, thus just * 127", following by a four-painted star resembling a
small cross, which has ked to the date being misconstrued as 1272 1)
There are # least two reported reverse dies dased 1270 for shis type, as
well as the reused 1269 die of the Nisir al-Din Shah issue, which by
this poimt had developed o buge die break, as i evident on the
Tébengen specimen. 144

One might angee that becasse the old 1269 dic of the Nasir al-Den
Shih type 15 known coupled only with a 1270 obverse and not a 1269
obwerse of tho ancaymoses kalima type, the Niair al Den Shah ssswe of
1269 shoedd have been strock at the end of the yea 1269, before the
kalima coins of the same year. Howewver, 10 account for that
possibtlity, onc would bave 10 predicate that the 441 gram standard
was adopeed early in 1269, briefly abandosed for the heavier 537
gram standard late i the year, then oace again replaced by the 46)
gram standard at the beginnimg of 1270, before being yet again
replaced by the 537 gram standard m 1271, In otler words, does the
dic-linkage between thae 5.37 gram Nasir al-Din Shih type and the
461 gram kalima type comatatute moee persuasive evidonce than the
continuity of the 4 61 gram standard? There & no reason, as | sec i, o
assume that the two utilizations of the 1269 die first wed for the Nisir
al-Din Shih 1ype had necessanly to be immedaately consecutive. We
have already observed the retention of an undated obverse die from
1263 1o 1264 and 1265, even though other obverse dies are sttested for
cach of those years. Thus the continuity of weight standard should be
regardod as stronger evalence for determiniag the sequence of types
than the dee-link. The reasons for the temporary weaght reduction to
4 61 grase in 1269-1270 remamn obscure, nothing | have seen i the
histonical sources sheds any hght

In the following year (1271), an altogether new type was
mtrodixced, bearing the cbverse mscrigtion mdlek of molk dar hagigat
s, “the possessor of kimgship i truly be™, reminiscent of the lepends
wsed at Quadahar from 1259 5o 1272, though there i no evidence of
Qandaban mnfluence in Herat o this juncture, The lramian qurdn wogit
standard of $.37 grams was ressored, whence it can be infomed tha the
new type was intended prumanly 10 indicate the value of the new
comage racher than as sy sont of polstical ssoment. Thore are four
vanants of the reverse. for which | will reptatively propose the

"’hnln-cuuhu‘l’h.m.mdmm Covpna? Buee chvers
and four reverse dies

FAVERIY comfunion hus Sod e oo st Costrduling % SCWE 0 postulale tve
deanct types, KM-A06 dased 1270 a0d KM-08 dated 1272 In fact. KM 408
doos not cxnt as @ wparaie type e B¢ second 19th century edmon of SCWC
CIWT) the Bhntrated e xmmpies of KA ASO sl KM 408" shaey @ vommmmn
obverse die. Bod bear the dute 1 270 o the revene, Sough the dase & oot Chosw
on tha llestrated revene of 808
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following sequence, The first isswe (Tebingen IL9 BI) bears a
nawa Mg legend i a cucle samalar to coins of 1269, The sccond bean
a modified naskkl reverse enclosed within an ormamented square, a
particularly elegant type (Tubingen IL9 B4)  The third and fossth
reverses both restore the legend-in-ccle design, one with masia'fig
(Tébingen 97-22-90), the other with maskhi calligraphy (Tubmgen 97-
22.51). The thard and fourth reverses are characierined by the addison
of 2 large wolased Jetter “ayn within the reverse legend, ther seguence
relatsve to one another i undesermimed. What is the meaning of tis
letier “aym?®

Muhammad Y0suf notes that by the carly paet of 1271 Sa'ld
Muhammad had become quite mad and uticely uapredictable, ordenng
excvutions without cause, persecuting the powerful Hazkea tribes that
had once formed the balwark of his suppost and ar one point even
threatenang 10 Kill hes own mother. Real power shified increasingly to
has courtiers, especially to the vizier, “Isa Khia Bardarani, who was
leading the struggle to maintain the mdependence of Herat aganst
threatened [ranian and Birakedy encroachment, It seemss emuely
conceivable that “Isd Khin added s instial 10 the reverse of the
COMmage as a cryplic sagn that be was in control. The combination of
the “ayn with the mtentsally ambsvalent stasement of kingship on the
obrvene soems consistent with the contemporary perception of the nght
of sktka. Although 1 is somewhat remarkabie to find this practice as
far west as Herat, the wse of insuals or symbols to indicate a local mler
was commonplace n India, cluding the Cis-Sutle)y states such as
Pasala, Nabha and Maler Kotla that had once briefly formed part of the
crogire of Ahmad Shih Durrdinl. Morcover, the comenon second reign
rupees of Dost Muhammad struck at Kabul from 1262 to 1280 bear a
sequence of ming symbols (stars, flowers, sprigs, Anabic ketters, cic.),
whose specific meaning s enknown, though in all likelibood they
contituled some sort of control mark orderod by the mintmanter,'*

During the second week of Sepeember 1855 (25 Didl al Higa
12712 Mubasram 1272, Sa' i Muhammad was overthrown duting o
rebedlion of the Hazdeas led by two grandsons of Firdz al-Din (b.
Mahmid Shih Sadozdy) by the names of Muhammad Rids and
Mubammad Yasuf, of whom the latter scems 10 have been more
prominent, "6 This Mubamead Yésuf Sadoziy at first negotiated
same son of madus vivendl with the lraniass, bet soon thereafter o
large Iranian fosce sct forth for Herat under the command of the
governoe of Mashhad, Husam al-Saltana Sulsin Mursd Mizd. At the
end of April 1855 (beganning of Ramadin 1272), Mehammad Yisuf
was averthrown by the vizier 143 Khin Bardardnd sad handed over to
Hesdim al-Saltana (be was later sent 0 Tehran and exscuted). The only
attested coin of Herat dated 1272 is a gold tilla (KM409) with the
mdlek al-molk obverse of 1271, this identical to the fast issve assigned
to Sa' Td Mshammad, except for the arrangement of the word médled
(led 10 the left of md rather thas below it). There & soene uncertamty
over the fate of Sa“id Muhammad in carly 1272, Lee argues that he
was deposed and incarcerated but not exccuted uanl several moaths
mio the year 1272, whereas the chromicler Muhammad Ydsuf places
his death immeodaately spon the entry of Mubamenad Yisuf Khiin isto
Herat 7 The retentson of Sa‘id Mubammad's type into 1272 wesghs
i favor of Lec's explanation, for had Muhammad Ydsuf Khin
immediately seired power, he would likely have either mtroduced a
distinctive anonymous comn type of his own oe acknowledged Nasar al-
Din Shih as overlord from the commencement of the year. In any

145The s dursbie example of this phenomenon & e colnige of Hydersbad n
the Dk, which bears the name of the Mughal emperoe (frosa 11751761 sl
12721857). Sater the name of the founder of de state, Asal 1 (unedl 1 364/194%),
Dot 8 Doth Canes sopeiher with B¢ sl of B Jocal sewah. Molssed ketien have
appeared &s symbobs oa Iulamic coln unce Bhe carben Blama comage. though
el sgnificance and fanctson mus dave vaned gready from sme 10 sme. The
ot | troaied i a fonthcoming antkle by WL Trcadwell cosceming $ie Buysd
dies signed by al-Hoan b Mabammaud from $ie 1308 o the 3k

952 1995243, Noclle 1997242, Mohameasd Yol 1990.56.57. Lee regueds
O two bevehaers as prandeoen of St Zamdn, bt bots Mehammad Yowl and
Noclle pve thew doscent as sons of Mabk Qasam, the son of Firix al-Din, the
Laner & beother of Kiomein Stah who had once poverned Herst oo behal of
Madardd S8 The sccoust of Musammad Ydved sorms maove plassinde

F7L e (198624 3) clawms thae Sa' i Mubamenad was sot kalled entil several

toondha Latet, But Mahammad Yol (1990 5T) states that be wan stramgled with &
ok silbon cloth of the (i of e revoll.

Case, 1t sooms apgeopriate to assign the 1272 tilla to Muhammad Ydsuf
wisd 00 regard the aficration of the form of midlek as a possible, porhags
clandestine, allason to the change of adeninistranon

It is cloar that the comage of Herat between 1255 and 1272
presents problesms that resnmin deffacult 1o reselve. The above analysis,
for all its detasl, s readly quite swperficial. Additional historcal sosrces
need 10 be examased, ssch as the detsled report of RidA Quli Khae in
his chronicle, the Rawdar al-Safd. A defimtive analysis cannot be
undertaken in a general discussion such as the present one. H%

Aftes the capture of Muhamemad Yasul Khiin in Ramadiin 1272,
the Iranians at first wathdrew from Herat, in accordance with the
agreement they bad nepotiated with “Bsa Khin, but Husam al-Saltana
pesceived the weakness of the situation @ Herat and renewed his
attack, reoccupying the city on 26 Safar 1273226 October 1856.
Hesdm 2 Saltana removed ‘1 Khan and appoimed the Barakziy
prmce Sultdn Ahmad Khin, sos of Mehammad “Azim Khin (and thus
a sephew of Dost Medhammad), as muler in Herat, The Pervans
withdrew in the following yeas, in accordance with the Anglo-Persian
Peace Treaty of 1857, bat their underling Sultin Alnaxd continued 1o
rube 2t Hoeat until hes death on 15 Ramadsn 127966 March 1363 dunng
the siege of the city by Dost Muhammad, which bad begun on 29
Muharram 127927 July 1362 9% The coins reveal that Sultdn Ahmad
retained his formal loyalty to Nisir al-Din Shih. for the giranms of
Herat stk from 1273 10 1280 (none is known dmod 1276) retain the
name of the Shah of lran. [n addition, here i 3 wnigue gold tlla dated
1276 in the William Kazan coliection ' Thas every year from 1273
to 1280 s represented by comage bearing the name of Nisir al-Din
Shah. Mubammad Yosef has peeserved a comemporary description of
a girdn of Nasir al-Din dated 1277, which & accunse in 2l but one
minor detal (the coins read al-rolsdn ehn al-soltdn mstead of just al-
snldn):

At Herat the sihha and Bhurda, as was appropriste, were
adomed with the name of hus auspscions ewcelloncy Nise al-
Din Shah. The lepend on one side of the comed gurdn of this
time is davbee div ol mosroh-ye harde 1277, and on the ether
side is engraved al-softdn adser ol din shik-¢ gdjdr.'S!

Sultdn Abmad was bnefly succeeded within the besieged ity by his
son Shahrawiz Khin, bet to latle avad, for Shahnawiz surrenderad
Dost Muhammad less than theee meaths later, on 8 Dhd al-Hija
1279727 May 1863 However, Dost Mubamemad was already gravely
ill and expered just thireen days later, on 21 Dhil al-Hijga 12799 June
1861, having never sel cyes on the miterwr of Hera 'Y

The girdng of Herat n the same of Nistr al-Din Shih dated 1273
theough 1275 preserve the 537 gram standard, those of 1277-1280
follow the redsced 499 pram standard, thus conforming to
comtemporary Qiglr usage. No coins can ot peesent be assigned to the
brief persed of “Isi Khin's ascendancy over Herat (Ramadsn 1272-
Safar 1273). Noe are there any girdm known beanag the date 1276,
and o is bikely that none were struck. There exist mulings of obverses
daed 1275 with severses dated 127719, a fact that would suggest that
0o dies were prepared beanng the year 1276, There are no known
coms of Herat i the mame of Dast Muhammad, though the coins

188 fact, & Svornegh analyss of the Drranl and Niamakzky ownage of Horat.
inchedng » dae viudy. & metalberpical study sed 3 reasnably Socough sifing
throwgh the Inerary asdd archevd h ) sowrces, should ¢ & vaabde sepa
for a docuwd dissemmon. Asy ben™

199 00 1096 251, Noelle 1997 242, 250, Mubammad Yasul 1990 6049

M 8 Yéuls o womewhat Sflorent in Sctail bet oot in sulbnlance
159Y was sevently shie 0o exsmine o com asd can confinm Gut the date is bodd
sod dear The Kusas collecion has tecently been acguiredd by the Natonal
Macum of Quiar, where | was privileged an baving the oppomunity o evamine
this and muasy otfher coine

1500 uhammad Yinaf 109058 ANl e & Natees are vy d 1 the
Tobingen collecuon, mchudag the seoencly ducovered examgle dated 1274 (2
second example. alse receraly discovered, is m the collection of W F. Spengher)
1570ce 1006207 258, Mutumaad Yowl 199075,

PS9Tubingen 12 B The saling i sot espacially rase, for | hive soce mescmnes
apecmens ovef the years

P Spenglor has indormed me Gt he posscases an ofherwing snsstested anin
bhearng the date 12 on one face, 1200 on the other, wtill in B aame of N af-
Die Shab (s preses | do net knorw which dae sppeen on which side of the coim),
Mr Spenphr Ras bantly offonad 10 send me & phosograph of s coss




bearing the date 1279 on one face and 1280 oa the ether were
proesummaliy siruck afier Dost Muhammad's victory from dies that had
been prepared in advance by the officials of Shihnawiz Khan for the
anticipatod cosnage duneg the year 1280

From the tme of Ahmad Shih Durrdni wotil 1272, all coins of
Heeat boar the mint epithet ddr el salaua, except for a few fractions
where the small sze of the an prechudes the inclusion of the epithet.
The 1273 coans of Niwr al-Din Shah bear three distinct epithots, 4ifr
al-saltans (“the abode of the veltanme™) dids ol-11ldm (“the abode of
Islam™), and ddr al musra ("the abode of viclory™), presumably in tha
order, Cowms of 1274-1279 an the pame of Nisir al-Deén Shih retaan the
epithet dér al-neira, bat ddr al-saltama was restored commencing
with the anonymous ssue of 1250 and continuing until the end of
precsous metal comage o Herat in 1308, However, some copper coins
of the 1310% and 13204 revive the ddr al-nugpre epithet, rather
surprisingly, for the ddr al-nasra epghet appears 10 have oniginally
boen indessded 10 mark the Eramian viclory over the city in 1273,

The final amonymous issee of Herat bears the date 1280 and is
imcribed with the short legend sdhed -zamdn oa the obverse, the
mant and dale on the reverse, known s both gold and sifves, all struck
from a smgle pasr of dees. '5* On 24 Dhi al-Higia 1279/12 June 1263,
three days afles the death of Dost Mubamenad, his son Sher “All was
peockaimed amit a1 Herat % Shonly afterwards be and most of his
entourage deparied for a slow pumey via Qandahae 10 Ksbal, which
they reached around the begmning of November (began 19 Jumada [
1280), wheere Sher “ Al was officially enthrosed. However, several of
his beothens refused to accept the succession, throwing their suppoet o
one amongsl (hem, Muhammad Afdal, who was eventually o
overthrow Sher Al boefly and to rule ar Kabul in 1283-1284. Upon
ts departure froes Herat, whoch mast have begun just at the tuen of the
year 127971280, Sher ' AN named his twelve year old son, Muhammad
Ya'qib, governor of Herat uader the tutelage of a military offxer
named Fasdenurz. 1t woshd appear that this Fardmerz ordered the sunt
10 wtilsze an anooymous protocol in onder 10 protect his own position,
should the opposstion 10 Sher “All seeceed, as must ot the time have
scomed 2 strong possibulity, Vewed from Heet, the political situation
may well have favored Muhammad Afdal and his co-conspirators,
betier 10 bonor the "Masicr of the Age™ that any of the comonders.
Thus the snonymous sdhed ol-zamde coins should be considered as
an msue of Farkmurz, on the name of Mehammad Ya' qdb & govemor
of Hera, dunng the months of uncertainty between Sher “Ali's
departure from Horat and the roccipt st Herat of news of his
enthronement  Kabul. Thereafies, commencng later in the year 1280,
i reasonadly costinuous senies of coins were struck at Merat in the
name of Sher “ Al theough the year 1295 (KM410-414). The 1295
issue (KME1Y) o especially plentiful, perhaps because o coincded
with the redecton in the weight of the girds standard freen 4.9 10
4.61 grams.

All subseguent comage of Herat bears the name of the current
ruler, wilh one exception, During the astonomous “reign” of
Mubamemad Ayvab Khan, which exrended a1 Herat from 1296 o
1298, krans were strock in the mame of his nominal overlord,
Mubammad Ya'qéh Khan, whose actual fall from power had oocunmed
towards the end of 1296. No coins are known bearing the name of
Mshammad Ayyib, nor are there anonymoss coans sssocssed with
his tenere.  Thus the Muhammad Ya“qub ssucs of 1297 and 1298
should be regarded as quasi-automomous coinage of Mubammad
Ayyth, Wabh the introducton of machme-struck comage at Kabel in
1308 the production of precious metal coimage at Herat was
suppressed, (hough sporadic issues of hamunered copper coins
contimued o appear al Herat until 1348

IR0 (e TUlvngens 9202118 (L 41gK Wiver gelin in O ANS collecton
INeter ppe s yet boen tnd (0 e Siondand Canatug  Bom types e
exceediegly rae, wah probudly w0 moee thas three of four specimens bsown of
rah

13estaine 1990 247-251

Peshawar

We have already noted that the coinage of Peshawar retained the
name of Ayydb Shih after his capture by Purdil Khan m 1239 wtil
1246, dunng which yeas the oty was controlied by the half brother of
Dost Mobammad, Sultin Muhammad (types KM733 struck 1233-
1245 and KM7M srock 1245:1246'%7) In the following year, Sultin

Muhammad promulgated a quasi-anonymous comage, beanng the
couplet

kandeh bar khod chekre-ye meke 0 “endn
seike-ye doulat ¢ solidn-¢ 2amdn

("the stamp of the fortsne of the sultan of the age has cograved on
Msclf the face of the sun and e heavern') and known from rupees
dated 1247, 1248 and 1249 (KM739).!5% In the following year
Peshawar was taien by the Sikba, who struck coans thore bearing the
Vikrama Samvat dates 18911894, oguivalent to approximately 1250-
1253/1834-1837. There is caly ose further fssoe of comage M
Peshawar, a sull unpublished rupoe dated 1265 bearing the socond
reign cowplet of Dost Mubamemad as ssed at Kabul and the somewhat
umssual reverse formela . flids-¢ alkd-ye Peshivar 1265 (tho first
word is largely off the flan and thus undecipherable on the solsary
known specimon) /9%

The Durriini legacy at other mints
At more than a dozen mints, Dusdnd prototypes were perpetuated

o Jocal cotnages, differing from anomymous coinages premanly n the

retention of the name of o Durrdnd ruler, often deceased, as the

destinguishing aspect of the coirage. | is not my imention 1 present a

defintive study of thoss difficult coimages but rather, secondanly 1o

peovide 3 succinct overview, and pnmanly o encourage others 1o

pursue the subgect further. The following brief survey s based almost

exclusively on de Knause-Mishler catalogs, armsaged by mint in
alpbabetscal ordes.

1. Ahmadpdr — Somne extremely rase coms in the nasse of Mahmad
Shih were stuck here (n 1248 and 1249 (KM 108), rsaves of the
autonomoss sawabs of Bahlwalplr. The frozes year 1217 aad
the couplet of Mahmid's first reign appear on the obvene. The
“regoal™ yoars on the reverse, 48 and 49, musst be shondand foe
the Higrt yeaes 1248 and 1249, which fell just poor 1o the
troduction of the kocal ssonymous type in 1251 No coins are
known dated 1250,

2. Bakawalpiir - Lost to the Derrdnls i 1233 or 1234, Baluwalpés
resumed striking coins under the local nawab but m the name of
MakhesGd Shah froem 1239 entil 1250, afier which ancerymous
comage was introdeced. Iswes of 1250 bear a land-cot reedmg
on the edge, coarscly imitating costemporary Eat Indea Company
colmage. /%

1 “Baltissin™ « This mint name appears on mech of the commage of
Ladakh struck between 1771 and 1850 (KM 1-KM7), and has
often been misread as “Butan”. Some of these nases bear the
mame of Mabmdd Shdh, though Durrinl forces never ponetratod
%o far to the northeast (KMS-KM6).

4. Bhakkar — An snporuant Dundnt ment uneil 1234 or 1235, the las
wssue of which bears the name of Ayyiib Shah.'* Coinage

1570uted come of type KT huve ol yet been published, but clear examgies of
1245 and 1268 are o e collextion o Tubmgen (1LA F1 and F2, sesp )

15%The KM cataliog lets the same type twice, ax KM IS auagned to Dot
Mebammad and m KMTI surigned o Sultse Mehammad. Osly the latter »
commect. The knows dates see 12470249 While # i cortmmdy plausitie that cnns
of Bes type dated 1286 might exnt, sone han boen confumed o date. & w hikely
hae all sor-called tesses of 1246 are misrcadmgs of 1349

White-King (1R 12%) road the couplet somuwhat diiferontly, St s bevt | cae
detzrmine be verson, which conveys ihe idoancal meaning. » meondally
noorrect

1 5% abinges IM1 1) Theote are Ao bevs 1ot ot ymous cogper Bl of
Pebuwar of the same year beanng the same st prefos alld (="daana ™)
(Valestine 1914214 9751950

O Nangt, the thind st of e Taddwalpér nawabn, A1 8 s Cotns i ihe
samse of the Durehns but ondy comnenced panducting with e anveysows (ypes
of Do nav s of Nabdwalpar

Fi00te off M, bt presumably 1204 or 1255, Tubegen 954190 (unpublided)




resumed shortly thereafier in the name of Malimid and continued
in his name, with some lacunae, wntil 1270, Issues dased 1259
and later were struck under British authority. Some bear the
British Lon 25 & mant symbol.

S. Derdjia - Derigin was the mint of Derdl [sma” il Khin in modern
Paksstan, and was Jost 10 the Barskzays sbout 1234, The munt
contmecd 10 strike rupees in the name of Mahmad Shah under the
Sikh governoes from 1234 untal 1251, afier whach normald Sikh
coins with dates in the Vikrama era were struck.

6, Jind ~ A nazarana rupoe was strock for Rashir Singh on the evest
of his S0th aaniversary or reign in 1937 (Vikrama era 1993),
bearag the wsual couplet of Ahmad Shah Durrlad on the obvene
(KM-Y2). Somc carlicr repees of Ahmad Shadh type are assigned
to Jind (KM, 2, 3, and Y1), batt | Bave st scen these and query
their existence.

7. Kaithal - Rupees beanng the usual couplet of Ahmsad Shah were
struck  this town & Haryana statz at some posnt in the late |5
or early 19th century (KMI10).

8. Maler Kotla - Large quantities of rupees and fractons with the
winal couplet of Ahmad Shah were struck here from the late | 5h
century until at least 132671908 The local nalor i andicated eaber
by his instial or by a distinctive symbol

9. Multan ~ Copper comns beanag the name of Maherdd Shih were
struck here by the Sakhs for mearly 40 vears afier the town was
lost 10 the Durrfinis (1233-1270).

10. Nabha - Some rare supoes bearmg the name of Ahmad Shih were
struck at Nabha (Nibhi) denng the reign of Jaswant Siagh
(1783-1840) (KM20, 25). These are dased n the Vikrama cra and
bear 2 symbol indscating the focal ruler,

11. Pariata - The name of Ahmmad Shih was setainod on the rupee,
mobax and fractional coins of Patiala in the castern Pungab from
the teme of Amar Sgh (1765-1751) until at least 1937, perhaps
until the end of the Britivh Raj i 1947, The sumes of Jind,
Kaithal, Makr Kotls, Nabda and Patiala were known as the Cis-
Sutley states because of their location south of the Sutley River and
north of Dedbi. The region had been sporadically eccupied by
Durvani forces durag the reign of Ahmad Shab but never
thercafter,

12. Sind (Haydardhdd) - A Durrdni munt under Ahmad Shah and b
son Tayms Shiih, Sind was revived as & mint asd strsck cowns in
the name of TaymGr from 1239.1252. Sind was the provincial
rame. the mnt i believed 10 have been kocatod at Haydardbad,
which is appended o the namc Sind on some rase rupess dated
1252

13. Tatia - It s beleved that many of #e rupoes in the mame of
Taymir Shih Dusrlinl were actually struck some 5060 years lster
by the independent local sardars (KM-C45),

Ferrier's report on metrology

The most informative description of the various coins in
curculation in Afghanistan thal has yet come 1o my atention is Femer's
repoet in has History of the Afghans, for which 1 have wwed Jesse's
1858 Enghish translation. Thas remarkable passage refers to the year
1845, whch extended from 21 Dhé al-Higa 1260 10 2 Mubasram
1262, thus pressmably reflocting the shuation in 1260-1261, The
report is worth quoting i full (sakics ae his).

The peinces of Afghamistan bave not coined gold pecces, those
which are cument in that are the ducat of Russia and
the telab of Bokhars The tomann aad the silver bran of
Perssa are also in carculatson, but o a deprecaation of a 1oath of
their value, whereas that of the ducat and seflah is augmented in
the same Senall sslver cown callod dandok are
sruck ot viwaboulmm. and &t Kandahor
rupeualaoohdvu.nndddu of a shillieg. At Kabul
the rupee iy worth two shallings

There are two fictitious light coins current in the Biree prncipal
citaes, called chaher and abbaser, two chuhoos make one

abbasee, and two abbasees a djindek or fourpence, there are

theee Herat dpadeks in the Kandabar rupee, and two of
Kandahar 1o coe of Kabul. Fractons lkchahne

abbasce are represensed acoppacomcaled or pdiech:
mvuunmmd.::l :d o
otmlylhnexmsutb:muthem This valee is

determancd every thive : andlcnwn
made % him by the chief agent of police and

merchants, who lomen&moemuhuuldlow
merchants of the locality on the subgect. Thero see from theee
10 five pouls i a chahee according to carcumstances, bet this

coppuco-hsmmmwmnlhm-mu»
10 receive ot country -poople will not take ot

(the report continues with masters nevdm 10 comage)

The equivalencies supplied in this repoct see in peneral accurately
confimed by extant coinage. The jendal ("djindek™) of Herat s
obviously KMaM, the fine siver coin of about 192 grams streck
from 1257 to 1260, The Qandahari yupee introduced in 1260
(KM182) weighed abost 5.7 grams, thus almest preciscly three times
the femdat of Herat (s thus equivalent to half a waditiosal Mughal
rupee). However, the Kabuli rupee was no loager the Meghal rupee
of 115 grasw, which weuld have boen egual 1o two Qandabart rupees,
but a silver coin of two mithgils, aboet 9.22 grams and possably of
somewhat lower fineoess os well. Unbess there was some sort of
povernment decreed overvaluabon of the Kabuli rupee of the time—for
which no texrual evidence seems 10 have survived, though the
possibulity cannot be categoncally dismasssed —Fermer's statement that
one Kabali rupee was equivalemt 10 two Qandahari rupees is
insccurate, as confivmed by the reports of Lumsden and Kaka
discussed above under the rubric of the Qandahar coinage.'®* It is
possible that Fermer confoanded the A rupee and the poddel rvpee
and that the kidm rupee still retasned the value of the old Mughal rupee
of 11.52 grams in 126001, though nesher the value of the Lidwm rupoe
noe the relationshep between the bhdm and the pobkich 2 the time is
known,

A few words on the nomenciatuse used by Fermer are in onder,
The term jendeodt became totally obsolete in the 20th century. However,
the grem Persian lexicographer, A, Debkhods (1X79-1955), insened a
personal note 10 has dictionary ender the rubvic of jesdak, stating that
when be wan a child the jendak was a capper coin abowt the size of
onc’s fingermail and cquivalent to one fourth of a shahi, thus 12-12
disars. '™ This comn can bo none other that the copper 12.1/2 shahi
known daed | 301 (1883/84) (KMSS1, formerly Y1)

The Toemal dosagnation of the copper com was falis, a term Tound
inscribed on neatly all copper conns of Tran and Afghansstan from the
15t to the ¢nd of the 1%h contary. The serm was not o denomination,
for i cases where muluple denominations were sumsitancously strock
all bear the designation falds. In other words, faliés was  generic tenm
best tramlated 3 “copper coin™.  However, in 19th cemtury
Afghanistan (unlike Irm), all copper coinage was struck 10 a single
desominateon, snvanably callod fidids on the coins, The popular lorms
were, as Ferrier points out, pil and paise Pal is peobably of Turkish
ongie and may onginally have boon the Turkish designaton for the
Chinese square-holed cash; the term is auesicd on some coppers
ised by the Golden Horde Mongols in Russia and the Crimea in the
14th cemtery, and remains the commeon word for “money™ in modem

Mlherrier 1358 118

¥ here m adso o problem with the selatiossbip Sctween the sl and the “abbasi
wodedd by Foerier Sonce s ssopton spon the soression of SN “Abdds | in
S/ 15K, B “abhie had heen regarded s s com of 200 dinses, thus equal 1 four
i of S0 dinars cach, not two shilhis s posied by Forner, thoegh Lumsdon,
wrtng some 35 yours laler, dates Bt these weve foner Qandabr shileis 10 he
Cabiisd, as moted showe B comocavahlo b highly walikely thas e natwee of the
two Senommanont dad changed by s time at Kabwd, though  resssscd fised at
140 lros wntid the P9A00 aend wan sl | 4 for the machine stk comage
smoduced st Kabed m 13ORIRYT s bran aber 1931 the shiMl was valued ot $
pew dnars, which were equwalons 50 50 old damars. When | fest vaused lras =
1968, the sl was valuerd ot 100 new dinars for 1000 ofd dinan) and the hall val
wis populedy kaown s dehhddl. B0 shabis”, though the teom * abbiai seoms
Surve fallen cut of we 1o lom dunng Be middie of the | 3019 contury.

There s e cthier munce evmor in Peosrier's deat Russis was st proddecng decss
durimg the Lter IRIL conlary o al kary Uime is the 19 contury. From 1817
cawmds, lage quastiies of five toobie gobd coms were struck 10 3 stadied of
6560 graee of 22 const godd (KMIX2, 174, 175, 176 and other types sfter 1854)
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Persian. Faira is a genenic [ndian name for a copper com.  under
Bratish rule st was fixed at 1M anoa (thus 164 repee). With decimal-
ization (1957 in Indsa, 1961 in Pakistan), the pasa was fixed a2 1/100
of & rupee, which it remains 1o the present day,

Epilogue

In thas paper 1 have ined to present a synopsis of the current stale
of rescarch regarding the amoaymowes Blirakzdy and associated
cosmages. In every aspoct my werk is sueely fag from exhaustive, On
the numiseatic sade, there remam several important collecticons that
need to0 be examimed, such as the fine collection of the American
Numismatic Society and several private coflections both in the West
and i Pakistan.  On the archival side, there is undoabtedly much
addusonal informanon, especially in the collection of the India Office
Libeary in London. And on the histoniographical side, there ase surely
numerous informative thddits 1o be gathered from the contemporary
and secondary Englsh, Rassian, Persian and Pashtu literature, only &
simaening of which has been comulted during the present endeavor. |

oversimphificatsons and amassions and to bring additional resources
ineo consideration, thes carrying forward the progeess of Durrinl and
Barakziy numismatics.

TABULAR SUMMARIES

In the followsng table | have summanized the mformation
discussed in the text, m order that the user might convenenltly access
the often verbose analyses provided therein. The dase range is given in
Hijn years only; the Cheistian equivalents may be sought in the seat,
which is arranged in essentially the same sequence as the table. The
culer i the porson whone name i actually on the coin. In the case of
amonymous comage, sither the name of the actual holder of power or
an appeopriste description ia supplied i italics.  Foe the type
descnption, 3 maemoescally convenient indication i cited. Finally, the
Krause Mishler (KM) numbers corresponding 10 $he data in the fiest
three columns are listed m the fourth columa, urespective of
denoenination (gold types in talics, unlisted types indicaiod by a kag
dash). Only e issues of Kabul, Qandahiar and Herat are included in

sincerely hope that by scratching the surface of a complex and difficult the table.
subgect | shall have encouraged othen to identify my matakes,
Kabul
Date range Ruler Brief type description KM numbers
(Tate 1235-Fabi” 1239 ;\n’g‘gm ho'd’ couplet’™ B899
=y - i Raluma ty 1A
Sndhall A T2 Tlabih Allsh ey e
amdn
to Fou . 77
“eiddic 1245 Dast Mubawmad Jakks Fom (dilfereotly AN
TSI Dost Mukawmad couplet ranying 5is father | 480
Piymds Khin o
W Dost MW %_ph m Jihad
i Shib Shy F ' 3 |
dovrr-¢ dorrdn
i Sm— S St i o o S| TR
Ramadan 1257-cnd of year 1257 Mihammad Zaman "ﬁa Dramin s
beginning of 125%8-Safas irm (as puppel | L) - W
of Ami 1) typ‘; restored
Ca Salar Rabi 11258 % WE1, 883
8 I (5 b p— i e g
Shah Zamin (crigimally
wsed 1207-1214)
“mad-Jumada |'to mid-Jumada IT T8 | Fath fan padshdk e ghazl [Lix)
“end Jumada [1-Sha ban 1258 dorre Jw;i'a'—'XL_*m 3853
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Tables of weights

A thorough analysis of Durrind and Birakzdy metrology would
be a massive elfon entailing the weighing of many thowsands of coms
and the chemical amalysis of scveral bandreds, For the Sadocky
period, extending from 1160 to 1233, Whitehead's corpus of Durrkni
comnage at least provides the weight of nearly every specimen
caalogesd, so that the variation m weights between the several mints
can readily be ascertained.  Fore the years from 1233 to the end of
hammered coinage in 1308 there is vistually no motrelogical
information available in the pablished Inerature, mcluding the

otherwise valsable listings m the Standard Calalog.'™ Funhermore,
no analysis of the stlver conlest of 1he comage has cver been
attempted. The following tables are thus restricted onlly 1o the bare
weights of the silver tupee (or other denomination whea approgwiate)
and do mot take mio account the freguent (afier 1233) debasement of
e silver content, often apgarent 10 the naked eye. GoM is excluded,
The weight standards suggesicd are approximare, but should be
accurae 1o the teath of & gram or better. Only the mants of Kabul,
Qandahar, Herat and Peshawar aee noted.  The Punpbi mants are
excluded, as they do not figure in the Barakziy anonymous comage.
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Most of the seggested standards are approximations, based on
insulficicent samples, only the canonical rupee of 11.52 grama and the
Qajie-relmed girde standards at Herat should be regasded as accurate.
For the others, 3 most severnl dosen specimens have been published
with weights or were avasable to me for weighng, ofien considerably
fewer. Far larger quantities are neoded 1o detcrmine the weight
standards with an accuracy approaching the husdredih of a gram. The
task must be Jeft for futare rescarchers. Equally snportantly, the
fineness of e silver coinage must cvontually be investigaled.

Nonctheless, a few observations should be noted. The canonical
rupee woight standard'™ of 11.52 grams was inhented froen Nadis
Shah, who had qure successfully endeavored 1o integrate the Iranaan
and lndian monctary standardy for both gold and silver during the
course of a serics of reforms between 1150 and 1152 (1737-1739).
This standard was identical 1o the comtemporary silver rupee standaed
of the Mughal Empire. The original Durrénl rupee was undoubtadly
of pure silver, again like the Mughal rupee. My intestion is that the
Durrini relers only began to meddie with the fineness of the rupee
after the death of Shah Zaman in 1216, but divergences in weight o a
few mints began much earlser. Thus &t Deragat a standard of shout
11.12 grams had already been introduced during the Ifetime of Ahmad
Shah (1160-1186).  Similar developments in Iodia resulicd in
divergent repee standards in varous parts of the county beginning
roughly during the reign of Muhammad Shah (1131-1161/1719.
1748), wih Jocal weight aad fineness standards prolderatng during the
later 18th century and throughout the 19¢h centary, 174

The year 1228/1813 appeans to have boen a decsave poant in the
development of the Durrdal silver coinage, for at Kabel, Qandabar and
most probably Peshawas the weight of the rupee was reduced '™
Rather curieushy, for the next thirty years (1229-1259) the Qandaban
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rupec remaaned apgroxsmately 3-4% ligher than its Kabuli counterpast,
except during the years 1239-1243 when the Qandshan repec was
struck in low-grade billon. Usfortunasely, 1 have not located any
comemporary indacations of the exchange rate between the two soets of
rupee.!70 Nor s at clear whether the weight differemtial was
compensated by a difference in fineness or was rooted in the wse of

divergent systems of weights,

Conclusion

The amalysis that | have peesented above cannot be conadered as
defimitive. For ome, the rarity of so many types and the frequeat
appearance of previously snknown dates and vananls suggest that
many more types will be discovered, whether i new boards or lurking
in existing collections, public or private.  Secoadly, | bave mat
atterepled anything appreaching a defuitive survey of the relevast
histories and travelogues. Thirdly, 1 have made the tmed decision not
10 peer into the recoeds of the India Office and into other potentially
relevant archival material. or even (o consult 8l the accessible Brnish
acconnts of the two Anglo-Afghan wars. Thus there remasns 3 broad
opportunity for further research and refisement

The complexey of this comnage and the ambiguoss stnbutions 1o
issuer clearly stem from the juridical position of precious metal coinage
in the Islamic polaty, where the right of sikka, the ruler’s night 1o place
his name on the coinage, becomes the determinast factor for the
content of coin macriptions.  Further difficulty arises from the
ostensibly sebtle alierations n the desapn, layost and calligraghy of the

S casct Lime of Dnaition froms the canosicel 1152 gram rupee 50 the bighter. oeca 10610 7 gram repee and She visusl &fferences
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1755 may well be thar although the weight of the Hent rupee was sol kwered
wntl 1240, the siver contont was adulerated tom 1228 oowards. Farber rescanh
s moeded

1T A% cmations knows 10 me refer 15 the perind afics 1259, wien the weight and

apporently abo the value of the Qandubarn rupee had bees reduced 1o aypeoimately
0% of the Kabull twpee.




coimage that were presumably employed to indicate changes in the
nominal or fiduciary value of the coms. Al the prosent tune there s
litthe that can be confideely sasd abous these changes, for while there
oxists enough avalable mformation to determine or extrapolate the
weight standards of cach issue, we are still completely mn the dark
regarding the fineness of the silver coimage—and silver was the
fundamental comage of the Durrdal and Binakziy kingdoms. In my
opisson, the desermination of the fineness of Durriai and Barakzdy
coinage 1 the mont impartant prelade 10 any fusther monetary studies
of the region.

There are additional posnts of uncertainly that cae would hope
would eventually be educidated by further rescarch. For one, the ratio
between coins of the three motals remasns o be determsined. Was ihe
ratio of the gold mohwur 1o the silver rupee constamt? How was tha
ratio affected by changes in the weight or fineness of the silver rupee
(Durrdni and Birakzdy gold appears to be mvarably of extremely
high punty, like its Mughal cosnterpart)” Why was coin production
concentratod o o remarkably himited number of mints, given the many
autonomoss of quasi-independent regions, especially in the north of
Afghansstan, for which there i no known coinage? How did the
ncreasing domimance of Ewropean coinage and the adoption of
bametallic ratios'” in Burope affect tho viabidity of traditional Alghsn
coimage”?

As a final comment | wosdd like oace agamn to emphasize the
mmportance of decipbering and clucidating (he actual royal protocols,
whether in prose or verse. Too often these difficult imcniplions,
especially those i verse, have boen dsmissed by modermn numesmatics
as mere pamegynic or steck formulae of little signaficance. Ax has
become apparcndt in numerous places in the present study (especially i
the determanation of the sequence of the seven Kabul isswes strick
dunng 1255), an enderstanding of the coin inscriptions, including all
their ambiguities and word -plays, s of wimost importance for
detormaning the historical comtext of the coins themelves. These
inscriptions were taken very seriously by those who composed and
used them. Modem pumesmatists should take them ogually serously

Cast of Characters

Due 10 the complexity of the histonical setting of the coms treased

n this paper and the similanty of so many of the names of the

prersonac dramais, my proofreaders have pessuaded me 1o nclude an

mdex of all the Alghan mdividuals who are mentioned in the paper.

Thone who issued coims anoaymously or quasi-saonymously are

matked with (5). those who strack coins in their names with an

asterisk (%) Individuals mentioned cassally in the text but withoul amy
sigmficant role 1n events relovant (o (he comage arc omitied from this
st

“Abd al-Jabbar Khin Birakedy — Son of Plyinda Khin Barakzay
tator 10 the young and dissolute Habib Allsh in 1239/1824

“Abd al-Rahmin Khin Biarakedy (*) — Sos of Mehamamnad Afdal
Khin, grandson of Dost Muhammad, ruled at Kabul 1297-
131918801901, bant active polstically from | 280¢1 863 onwards.

Ahmad Shah Durrini (*) — Founder of the Durrini empare,
descended from the Sadoziy branch of the Durriini famaly. Ruled
H60-1186/17471772.

Aminultih Logari — Influential leader of the Logan clan, master of
Kabed for a fow wooks af the begmmang of 1258/1842, Couns
struck duing his flocting ascondancy bear the name of Shih Shup®.

“Ath Mubammad Khan Barakzdy - Son of Payinda Khia, sasdar
of Peshawar circa 1233/1818 until bas death in 12801824, Coins
o the ame of Ayyiib Shih.

Ayyab Shah Durrinl (*) — Son of Taymur Shsh, rased 10 the
throne at Peshawar in 1233/1818 and recopnized st Kabul in the

1MEy 4 bunerallic sxtio 1 men 3 fixed ratio between comed siver and god. s
Wik common i Europe snd e Ametscas dureg rmch of the 15t contary. Mo
efficient echaologies for extracting sdver froem its ore developed @ the 1960s and
IR0 Jed 10 the collapee of the price of vilver relative o gold and w the

of Nmetallic vywieemn by he gold standard during the | 5705 and
1RNN. The mansition from & bemetallc 10 & mooometallic (pold) sandend bocane

2 ey political Bsue 1 late 196 contary Amerca sad deleterious 10 the
ecomores of Sose nutioen wil adhermg 10 & monnmetallic silver sandard, wh
s don, Inda, Ching snd Afghanntan

following year. Ousted from Kabul in 1239/1824, but recognized
ul Poshawar wnts] 1246/1830-31. His fade socms unrecorded.

Dost Muhammad Khin Birakzay (§) (*) — Som of Payinda Khin
Baeakziy sed first unportant BirakzRy reler. He ruled st Kabal
1241-1255/1826- 1839 and 1258 1279/1842-1863. Coins were
strack i has name of Kabal in 1280, as sews of his death at Herst
Just & few days before the end of 1279 probably did oot reach
Kabul until afier the change of year; in any case, dies for 1280
may have been prepared in advance of the chasge of year. Pror 1o
1241 be wan govemor of Ghazni

Fath Jasg Durrini (*) — Son of Shah Shujd’, ruled ar Qusdahar
and Kabul during parts of 1258/1842.

Fath “Al Shah Qajir (*) — Ruler of Iran, 1211-1250/1797-1834.

Fath Khin Birakzdy — A son of Phyinda Khin , vizier to Mahenid
Shah duning his second reign & Kabul (1224-1233), treacheroesly
murdered by order of MabmGd in 1233/1818, -

Habiby AMah Khin Birakedy () — Son of Mubammad “ Azim
Khie, brefly in coatrol of Kabel during 123971824

Hosdm al-Saltana - Iranian goversor of Mashihad in the 12604 and
1270s, took active role in affairs of Herat during those decades.

“Is3 Khin Bardaran — A high-ranking emlitary offsces under
sevesad rulers of Herat in the 12605 and 12705, probably of Hazlira
ongin, briefly succeeded Muhammad Ydsuf as de facto ruler of
Herat 1272127371856, No coins known,

Kimran Shih Durrind (*) — A son of Mahmid Shah, raled a
Heeat 1245 1258/1820. 1842,

Kohandil Khin Birakzdy (§) — Son of Pyinda Khin and chief of
the Qandahar sardars 1245 or 1246- 125518291839 asd again
1259-127171845- 1853

Mahmid Shih Durrani (*) — A son of Taymos Shih, reled at
Herat 1207 0212/1792 1798 and 1216124571801 1829 He also
hedd Kabul and was recognized as chief of the Dumriings 1216
1218718011803 and 122412331809 1818,

Mihedil Khan Barakady — Ope of the five Qandahar ssedars, 2 son
of Payinda Khin, Never mled on his own.

Mubammad Afdal Khin Birakedy (*) - Eldest son of Dost
Muhammad, challenged his younger brother Sher “ AlL ruled
independently at Kabul 1283 1 284/1866. 1867,

Muhammad Akbar Khin Birakzdy (3) — Som of Daost
Mulummad Khan, leading power in Kabul a varnous timses from
1257125971841 1843, by anonynsous coins struck in the last two
or theee months of 1258/1842-43

Muhammad Ayyih Khin Barakzdy — Son of Sher ‘ Ali Khan,
succeeded m Herat 1296-1298 ban struck coins only in the name of
Mutammad Ya“qlib

Mohammad A‘zam Khin Birakzdy (*) — Secoad oldest som of
Dost Muhamanad, opposod Sher “Alli from the begmning of the
lanter's reign. ruled mndependently at Kabsl | 284.1285/1867. 186K,

Muhammad “Azim Khin Birakedy — A son of Payinda Khin, ac
furst governor at Kashmar, kater placed Ayyab Shih on the throne
ar Peshawar i 12301815 He was the effective ruler ot Kabed
(bt n the name of Ayyob) from 123471519 until his death in
123WIS23, and at Kashmie 1213-1234 (also in the name of
Ayyib).

Mubammad Sadiq Khin Birakziy — Soa of Kobands! Khan and
::mamnxm 127112721855, 00 coms are acnibed 10

H.?;:‘-dleljﬂ('l Ruder of lran, 1250-1264/1834.

Mubammad Timir Khin Durredni - A son of Shah Shuja®, sent
1o govern Qandabas on bebalf of the Britsh forces after the second
deposition of Fah Jang in 125R/1842. He apparently never took
up his past

Muhammad Ya'qob Khin Birakzdy (§) (*) — Son and successor
of Sher “AllL ruled for a few months in 1296/1879 befere
abdicating. He had carlier ruled beiefly 2t Herat in | 2801863,
where he streck an anonymous isuse,

Muhammad Yésul Khin Durrlinl (1) — Greatgrandson of
Mahméd Shak (former reler at Kabul and Herat), grandson of
Firtiz al- Din Durriiei. ralod ot Herat for a few months in
127218551856,

Muhammad Zamin Khin Birakziy (§) — Son of Nawwib Asad
Khin, grandion of Payinda Khia (thus sephew of Doat
Mubammad), govemor of Jalalabad from 12331818, He
comtroled Kabul boefly duning parts of 1257/1841 and 1258/1842,
later occasionally holding sfluential positions dening the second




reign of Dost Muhamasad, Han father had been governor of parts
of the Derajit in the 12305,

Nidir Shah (¥) (*) — Founder of the Afshind dynasty i Iran,
conquered Afghanistan and the Pungad. The latter temitories
became the nucleus of the Durrini state after his doath in
116071747

Nigir al-Din Shah QAaj4r (*) — Ruler of Iran, 1264-1313/1848.
lg: Colns were strack in hin name at Herat in 1269 and 1273
1279.

Purdil Khin Birakady (§) - Son of Payinda Khan and chief of the
Qundabuar sardaes 12341 2351518- 1519 and again 12411245 or
1246/1826-1829.

Rabimdil Khan Rirakzdy (§) — Son of Payinda Khin and cheef of
the Qandabar sardars 1271.1272/18S5.

Safdar Jang Durrdni (§) — Son of Shah Shuji®, governed
Qandahar duning the lat months of 1258/1842. Whle no cosnage
» known i hes mame, there is 2 possibility that he dod stnke coms
(w0 toxi)

Sa‘id Mubammad Khin (§) — Son of Yir Mubammad
Alikoxziy, astonomous ruler at Herat 1267-1271/1851-1855.

Shak Shujs® al-Mulk Durrani (*) — A son of Shih Zaman, ruled 2
Jeast five separate times between 1216/1801 and 1258/1842

Shak Zamin Durrdnd (*) — A son of Taymor Shih, reled over all
e Danint lands 1207-1216/1793-1801,

Shaknawis Khin Barakely — Son of Sultin ‘Al Khdn, ruled for a
few woeks &t Herat in late 1279/mid- 1863, No coins.

Shah Durrinl (*) — Son of Shah Skwya®, ruled for about
coe month i late 12581842,

Sher ‘Al Khiin Birakziy (5) (*) — Ruler at Kabul 1280-
1283/186)- 1856 and 1285 1296/1868- I1RT9, Anonymous coinape
m 1282 only.

Shidedil Khin Barakzhy (3) — Son of Phyinda Khin and chief of the
Qundabar sardars 1235-1241/1819-1826.

Sultin ‘Al Durrdal — A son of Shah Zaman, briefly raised to the
trone # Kabel in 123)/1815 snder the tutelage of Dost
Muhamesad; oo coins known.

Sultia Al Khin Birakady — Soa of Muhamenad “ Azim Khin,
grandson of Payinda Khiin, reler of Herat 1273-1279/1856-1863,
strock couns an name of the shah of Iran, Nisr al-Din Shah

Sultin Mubammad Khia Birakzdy (§) — Son of Payinda Khia,
ruler of Kabul from the beginneng of 1240 to mid- 1241 (1824.
1825 on 1526), then ssedar of Peshawar 1243 or 1244/1828 until
ousted by the Sikhs in 125041534, Coins struck anoaymowly at
Kabal 12401241, in the name of Ayy@b Shad at Peshawar 1243-
1246, then quasi-anomymously at Peshawar 1247-1249,

Taymur Skah Darriinl (*) — Son of Ahmad Shih and second ruler
of the dynasty. Ruled & viceroy in the with tithe peizdm,
from 1170-1184/1757-1772 and as king 1186-1207/1772-1793.
Comns sruck both a5 needem and & king, all bearing des name

WAl Shor ‘Al Kbhan Barakzay (*) — Son of Mairdd Khan
Barakzdy (one of the Qandabar sardass), grandson of Piyinda
Khin, set up ot Qandadar by the British for a few months in
1297/1880.

Yiar Mubammad Khin Alikoziy (§) — A1 farst vizser to Kisedn
Shah o Herm, whom be jailed in 1257/184). Ruled autonomously
at Herat alter Kimrdn's death, 1258-1267/1842- 1851,

Yar Mubammad Khiln Barakedy — Son of Paymda Khin, bricfly
ot ruler of Kabul with his uterine brother Sultin Muhammmad for
several months  the beginning of 1240/1ae 1524, Coans issued
snonymously during the joint naler cannot be distinguashed from
hose struck afterwards during the sole govemorship of Sultdn
Muhamesad, Later saadar of Peshawar 12401243 or 1244/1824.
1828.
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