Supplement to ONS Journal 205

A SEMINAR ON THE OCCASION OF THE
100" ANNIVERSARY OF THE NUMISMATIC
SOCIETY OF INDIA

The Numismatic Society of India was founded in 18hd has been
an important part of South Asian Numismatics evices The
journal of the NSI has published many seminal kagidn the past
century by authors not just from India but around globe. So with
the anniversary of the foundation of the sociegniing there was
much talk of arranging some sort of event to cel@brthis in
London.

4
Nick Rhodes opens proceedings at the event.

In 2009 Joe Cribb (then Keeper of the Departmentoins and
Medals at the British Museum), Nicholas Rhodes (&acy General
of the Oriental Numismatic Society) and Paras Naitigh (of the
Numismatic Society of India) agreed that such aeneshould be
organised. The British Museum would host the evemtd the
Oriental Numismatic Society would organize speakevgh the
papers published by the ONS and the NSI. With tkizemely
generous support of A H Baldwin & Sons, as wellttzes Classical
Numismatic Group and the Simmon’s Gallery it wassgiole to
arrange for a two-day seminar on 14 and 15 May 2010

Michael Mitchiner (right) receiving an NSI medat fas
contribution to numismatics from PN Singh.

Fifteen papers were scheduled and a large aud@r@BlS members
and visitors were present for the opening sessiawhich each of the
representatives spoke. The seminar was then dividedhemes, on
the first day Ancient and Post-Medieval sessionsewahaired by
Robert Bracey and on the second day three sessiotise Historic
period from the Indo-Greeks to the Guptas were retdaby Joe
Cribb.

In addition to the papers, the NSI took the opputyu to
formally award medals conferred on prominent nunaigsts at its
anniversary event in Varanasi. Recipients includkk Cribb,
Michael Mitchiner, Ellen Raven, Nicholas Rhodes gndr Editor.

Everyone who contributed a presentation and thoke had
planned to present but were unable, were then giveropportunity
to prepare papers. This supplement is the firatltresontaining a
selection of the papers. The enjoyable element difing the
supplement has been reading papers from enthesiast expert
authors. Less enjoyable has been deciding whicterpawill be
included and which will not. The seminar was a hsgecess and
many valuable contributions were received. If afirevpublished in
the journal it would run to several supplements.ii&tead, only a
selection is presented here.

Prashant shares a few words of wisdom with felltieralees after
his talk.

In keeping with the journal’s normal format, theppes are presented
in chronological order of subject. The first pagey,Sharad Sharma,
presents a recent hoard of punch-mark coins foundhe border
between Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. The squapet, by
Prashant Kulkarni, advances us a little forwardiime, looking at
coins from Vidarhba. Those coins that fall betweye grand
Imperial powers have not received the attentiony tdeserve.
Prashant presents an abundant range of data andbies.

The third paper, by Pankaj Tandon, also seeksstueea series
of coins from obscurity. Pankaj has published a lmemof articles on
the Paratarajas already, but here he brings akvidence to bear to
produce a coherent account of the dynasty. Palksirates just how
much numismatists can achieve with a dynasty, teitban the
western border of the Kushan dynasty in the secand third
centuriesab, which might otherwise be completely lost to higto

The fourth paper, by Ellen Raven, brings us to aenfamiliar
series: the coins of the first Gupta emperor, Samushe takes up
the vexed problem of classification, ‘lumpers’ daglitters’. Ellen’s
approach, looking for idiomatic similarities acrod#ferent coin
types suggests that understanding Gupta coinaggéresga fresh
perspective.

The fifth paper, by Pratipal Bhatia, brings us frbmstoric India
to the medieval world and a previously overlookedivaraha coin
type.

The last paper in this supplement, by virtue ofezing the most
recent material, is by Paul Stevens. His talk wésgh point of the
seminar, introducing the attendees to the sometirsigange,
sometimes confusing world inhabited by those whotea coins for
the East India Company. Paul’s work is an excelatmple of how
fruitful hours in the archives can enlighten thenigmatist.

Unfortunately, as mentioned above, the physicak 9f the
supplement prevents us from publishing many otherthy papers.
All the papers which have been edited will be takenby the NSI,
who will produce a complete volume. RB



A NEW LOCAL TYPE OF SILVER PUNCH-
MARKED COINS FROM GONDIA

By Sharad Sharma

Indian punchmarked coinage in silver still remaémsong the most
enigmatic of ancient coinages and a complete utatelig remains
one of the few residual puzzles carried forwardrirthe nineteenth
century. The coinage may broadly be divided into tategories: the
first, local, type of silver punchmarked coinagebiieved to have
been issued by various mahajanapadas and janapadiag the fifth
and fourth centurie®c and was in circulation until roughly the
advent of the Mauryan empire, which issued the rsgaategory of
punchmarked coinage, known as imperial coinage.réésethe local
punchmarked coinage was restricted to small agaegifically to
their issuing mahajanapadas or janapadas, the imhpevinage
(Mauryan) is found across the length and breadthefentire Indian
sub-continent (i.e. India and its neighbouring does).

| was recently informed of a mixed hoard of locgbe silver
punchmarked coins from a place called Gondia (DiStondia,
Maharashtra., India). Gondia is a town on Maharaghtorthern
border with Madhya Pradesh. The said hoard repgrteahtained
more than 60 coins, of which | was able to recofdctins (one of
each variety) of Type ‘A’ and ‘B’. A brief summaxf the hoard is
presented in table 1.

Type | Type Metal | Weight No. of No. of

description standard varieties coins
#t

A A new local type | Silver | Karshapana| 11 40-45
of 4-symbol **
punchmarked
coins

B ‘Scorpion’ Type | Silver Karshapana| 3 4-5 *4
4-symbol
punchmarked
coins

C Single symbol Base | quarter Not 15-20
type Silver | Karshapana| Examined | **
punchmarked
coins (‘Avanti’
type')

D Single symbol Silver Mashaka Not 1
(Elephant) — Examined
Repoussé
Technique

## No. of varieties, as recorded among Type ‘A’ @ictoins
** figure indicates an approximate number
Table 1: Summary of Hoard

Some of the important features of coins in the thomray be

summarised as follows:

- All the coins of Type ‘A’ and ‘B’ are silver punctarked local
types.
A total of 14 varieties were recorded among TypedAd ‘B’
coins in the hoar¢pl. refer to chart).
The coins of Type ‘A’ and ‘D’ were previously unkwa and
appear for the first time in this hoard; whereasTipe ‘B’ and
‘C’ coins are previously known but the varietidsTgpe ‘B’
(in this hoard) are all previously un-recorded ones
Considering the condition, the coins of Type ‘A'ege to be
later issues as these are all in a very good sfgieeservation,
as compared to the coins of Type ‘B’, which argguiorn.
Considering the weight standarkb(shapani and the number
of punches used (four) on both types A and B, ity rba
surmised that they were issued close togethemie. ti
Whereas the coins of Type ‘A’ depict only ABCC pait
(three symbols i.e. A, B & C used, of which, ong {€struck
twice, thus making four punches in all), the canfisType ‘B’
depict two symbol patterns — ABCC and also ABCD falir
symbols being different and struck only once). Tlis

enigmatic as the ABCD pattern is generally belietede a
later development while repetition is considered earlier
practice, but on the basis of condition, the cahdype ‘B’
seem to be the earlier issues.
The Karshapana weight standard is believed to baee used
for the first time by the Magadha mahajanapada latet by
the Kosala mahajanapada. Kosala, unlike Magadhacliwh
began with fewer punches but later, on althoall its
karshapana standard coinage, used five punches ABEDE
pattern, i.e. all five punches are different), ugieel four-punch
design on its coinage throughout. Hence, the wesggmdard
and four-punch scheme seemed to be inspired byl&oather
than Magadha.
The use of the ‘scorpion’ symbol on Type ‘B’ coimgms
already known from previous finds and is seen anpresent
coins as well.
The use of the ‘royal insignia’ symbol on Type ‘@0ins of the
hoard is noteworthy. This symbol was also usedainscin the
Prasad hoard, which are, however, based on a half-kaestep
weight standard. Apart from the above, this sy also
been recorded on a few other important finds of-Eymbol,
karshapana-weight standard, local punchmarked choms
Madhya Pradesh (detailed elsewhere in this paper).
The use of animate objects viz. turtle, bull, bifésh etc.
suggests a fairly advanced state of punch desidreagraving.
Some symbols, e.g.the six-armed symbol,
influenced by the coinage of the Magadha mahajateapa
Although various types of silver punchmarked coimsve been
reported from Madhya Pradesh from time to time,shell restrict
ourselves to four-punch type silver punchmarkeshgobased on the
karshapana weight standard (4pkw) from Madhya Rtadthe types
of 4pkw silver punchmarked coins, as mentioned abaway be
listed as under:

1. Scorpion-type coins

These are reported from various finds, provenaradvell as un-
provenanced. This type always has a scorpion symbane of the
four punches. There are numerous sub-variatiossafion symbol
recorded, mostly in the form of smaller ancilllayigjects above the
scorpion. The other common symbols on this typebads, Srivatsa
etc. This type was earlier attributed to Vatsa nmfepada, but the
said attribution was later dispufedn the grounds that this type was
never reported within the area of the Vatsa matsgada. Even from
Kaushambi, which, besides being the capital of ¥ atshajanapada,
was also among the six most prominent cities op#méod and which
is among the most prolific sites in terms of camdé (though mostly
local copper and universal types) this type of esilpunchmarked
coinage has never been reported. On the contrally,tha
provenanced finds of this type are from the southsde of the
Ganga/Yamuna rivers (Rewa/Sidhi regions).

N

Fig.1: A typical scorpion-type coin

Among the presently discussed 4pkw types from MadRyadesh,
the scorpion type is probably the most comprehendinis type has
been known for quite some time and, in terms ofiaénd symbols,

it represents a respectable number of varietiessabevarieties. On
that basis, a long period of circulation (as corefato other type
mentioned below) may be suggested. This type tepiéntly been
found with other 4pkw types, and in the Gondia dotnis type is

found in worn condition, suggesting that the cans older than the
Type ‘A’ coins in the hoard. In other cases thipeyhas also been

seem to be



reported with G/H Series-I coins of Magadhan ABCC pattern is
most common for this type, though a rare ABCD pattis also
known.

2. Elephant / bull-type coins
This type always has an elephant (facing left gint)i or a bull (again

Rewa Hoard’ A mixed hoard, containing mostly ‘scorpion’-type
coins and a few coins (4g+ type) of Kosala
mahajanapada.

Gondia Hoard The present hoard. A mixed hoard @on

‘scorpion’-type and ‘elephant/bull’-type coins (+
2 other types, mentioned elsewhere in the papeér).

facing left or right) symbol. This type was prevébyknown from a
single find, but in recent years, many finds (provenanced els as

Prasad Hoard Half-Karshapana weight std. coins With

elephant/bull and ‘royal insigina’ symbo

un-provenanced) have been reported (see table p&lon the areas
around the Son river valley of Madhya Pradesh. Type, in most of

Nagda Hoard Dist. Dewas (M.P.). Elephant/bull-typains

(around 50 coins).

the cases has an ABCC pattern (i.e. four-punch, dwning three
symbols, one of which is punched twice). The thimadd fourth

symbols are a pair of the same punch and are dgngeometric

marks - mostly ornate circles, wheels, whorls bttt.animate objects
viz. fish, turtle, bull etc. are also recorded (vin the coins of the
present hoard). On the basis of the second symbwlever, this type
may further be divided into the following sub-types

Fig. 2: A royal insignia type

‘Royal insignia’ sub-type coins

The second symbol on these coins looks like a &miandelabrum
symbol and has been described as a ‘five-pronged vdth two
taurines’ by Mitchinet. It may also be a symbolic representation of
two bulls (depicted as taurines) yoked to a lontg ptbat ends in a
plough with five blades, but a more plausible erptaoon of this
symbol is that it is some sort of ‘royal insigni&.few variations of
this symbol are known (dots around the ‘royal in@gsymbol, for
example). These coins are exclusively recorded MBEC pattern.

Fig. 3: A crescent sub-type from the Bargama hoard

‘Dot / taurine in single / double crescent’ sub-tgoins

This type is very close to the previous ‘royal grsa’ type in almost

all respect except that a crescent (with a fewatians viz. single

crescent/double crescent/dot inside/taurine ingtle) is found in

place of the royal insignia symbol (in the secogthisol position).

Interestingly though, in the Goenka hdambins, both the symbols
i.e. royal insignia and crescent (double crescattt taurine inside)

were recorded together, strongly suggesting tieiabove two sub-
types are closely related and most probably issmwedhe same
authority.

The known hoards of 4pkw coinage are:

55 coins. Mamdar is in Sidhi district
‘Scorpion’-type coins.

Mamdar Hoard

Allahabad Find Provenance not known. 120 coins.

‘Scorpion-type coins

Koraon Hoard | Broad fabric ‘scorpion’-type coins with G/H{I

series of Magadha.

Banda Hoar’® | Broad fabric ‘scorpior-type coins

Bargama A mixed hoard containing bull/elephant-type
Hoard* coins with G/H-1 series coins of Magadha.
Goenka Fin& Provenance not known. Mixed hoard with

‘scorpion’ type and
type coins.

‘royal insignia’/’crescent’

Some of the above-listed hoards/finds are mixed .okkxed hoards
of local silver punch-marked coins are very rara axtremely

important as they are one of the few tools fomfixa reliable internal
chronology of the coin types. Many a time, with tiee of additional
information available, external chronological linksan also be
ascertained from such hoards, thus giving thesedBoa vital

historical significance. The 4pkw coinage presentigler discussion
has been found in many mixed hoards (as mentiopedey.

Attribution of local type silver punchmarked coirago their
issuing mahajanapadas/janapadas has been quiteowmstal (at
least in some cases). Some scholars believe that thocal types
were associated with particular river valleys (whigere conducive
to trade due to easy river transport and had righicaltural
conditions due to easily available irrigation, trgenerating enough
surplus for wealth creation, trade activities arehde a need of
money for transactional purposes) and not to maba@adas or
janapadas. However some series of local type puadted coinage
have been so reliably found and in sufficient nuralfeom certain
areas that attribution of those series to cert@napadas (viz.
Magadha, Koshala) has been widely accepted witle kitoubt. By
the same logic, therefore, other series should laés@ been issued
by some authority and that authority should havenbeolitical
(whether monarchial or republican (as for Vajjis)immaterial) and
not some loosely-tied association of merchant guildsome riverine
region. Anyway, in the present state of knowledbés issue is far
from resolved and hence better left for future aesle and/or
discoveries.

As has been stated above, on the basis of provesascorpion-
type punchmarked coinage can hardly be linked withtsa
mahajanapada. Although, the Vatsa mahajanapadeamasg the
important sixteen Mahajanapadas of Buddhist tinmekis mentioned
in the Buddhist chronicle, th&nguttara Nikayaa point not to be
missed is that Udayan, whoits only well-known ruler, during the
times of the Buddhavas keener on worldly pleasures (his fondness
for games and eloping with Vasavdatta, the daugtft@radyot the
legendary king of Avanti are well known and recatdie numerous
jatakas and chronicles of those times) rathar thamrds his duties
as a ruler. Udayan's son and successor, Bodhikymiaralso
believed to have been equally uninterested in thiesi of a king and
is reportedly said to have retired to Sumsumarégiira sedantry life.
Thus, important though the Vatsa mahajanapada rhae been, its
period of independence (during the period when llobpe
punchmarked coins were being issued by neighbouring
janapadas/mahajanapadas) might have been shamglenmt to
warrant an issue of silver punchmarked coins.

A possible issuer of the presently discussed 4pkiwage might,
therefore, be the Chedi mahajanapada. Chedi wasi@ithe most
ancient mahajanapadas of Buddha's times and isioneat in the
Buddhist chronicleAnguttara Nikayalts lineage dates back to the
times of theMahabharata During the times of Buddha, Chedi was
among the prominent janapadas, consisting of Ipegts of northern
and central Madhya Pradesh. Its northern neightas Vatsa with
the river Yamuna acting as borderline between W Avanti was
to its west and Magadha to the east and south-Aasbrding to
‘Chetiya Jataka’ its capital was ‘Sotthivati’ (Shuktimati). The
location of Shuktimati is not conclusively estabéd yet. However,
Pargiter places this city around Banda (intere$tiragvery important



hoard of scorpion-type 4pkw coins, with distincthrge fabric and
un-recorded varieties was found at Bafifalripuri, which was also
called Chedinagari, has been identified with modeewar, about 10
km from Jabalpur and thus only about 40 km from @anthe find-
place of the hoard under discussion. On the bdsgravenances,
therefore, the probability of Chedi as the issuérthe presently
discussed 4pkw coinage is quite strong.

On the basis of this discussion, the 4pkw coinay®adhya
Pradesh may tentatively be attributed to Chedi jamlapada. The
previously mentioned types of 4pkw coinage werelirprobability,
not widely separated in time and space and wereghtgu
contemporary to Magadha's G/H Series-l karshapangight
standard punchmarked coins (which have as yet foeerd only in
Bihar, eastern and central Uttar Pradesh and nortivadhya
Pradesh). The aforesaid areas were under Magadbaupation
before the reign of the Nandas. On the basis ofcheaidence as
well, G/H Series — | might have ended shortly befibre reign of the
Nandas. It may, therefore, safely be concluded ttatcoins under
discussion circulated around 486.

Images of the hoard types

Type B: Varieties 1 to 3
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RECENT DISCOVERIES IN EARLY INSCRIBED
COINS OF VIDARBHA

By Prashant P Kulkarni

History and Introduction

Modern Vidarbha consists of the eastern partseMbhr ra State
covering the districts of Nypur, Chandrapur, Bhanr , Wardh,
Gondi Ga chiroli, Amr vati, Yavatml, Bul a, Akol and W im.
The early history of Vidarbha goes back to the Yeukriod and is
supported by the abundance of Megalithic sites antter
archaeological evidence.

The existence of the Vidarbha janapada is knowoutjin the
J takas and the ancient literature. The first ingwial evidence of
Vidarbha is found in the Nik cave inscription of the 1Byear of
V si hputra Pulumvi.! His reign falls in the early second century
AD, but we have dependable literary evidence pointiogthe
existence of Vidarbha in the sixth to fourth cemsirbefore the
Christian era. The Vedabhbhataka describes the journey of
Bodhisattva with aVaidarbhi br hmaa to Chedir ra? And
according toKu bhakar a j taka Kara u the king of Kaliga was
a contemporary of Nimi, Nagnajit, and Bta, the rulers of Videha,
G ndhara and Vidarbha respectivelfrhis means that there was a
king named Bhma who ruled the country of Vidarbha during tfe 5
6" centuriessc. One of the jtakas says that the king named Daka
(of Da ak ra ya) had subordinate kings named mhath, Kali ga
and A haka. These can be identified with the Bh of Vidarbha,
and the rulers of Kalga and Amaka? Even the Puras say
Vidarbh Da akai saha, meaning Vidarbha and Daaka were
together. They also mention that the people of fiéce were the
dwellers of the Deccan along with the Pulindas, & s, Vindhyas
and others.

The Da akum racharitam, mentions that, “In the Vidarbha
country lived one Pwyavarm, the jewel of the Bhoja royal family,
who was a partial incarnation of virtue. He was pdul, truthful,
self-disciplined, glorious, lofty and vigorous inind and body®
The Jaiminya Br hma a mentions that Vidarbha had a kind of dog
called M ch | which could kill a tigef. Even today such a breed of
dogs supposedly exists in the Yavatmal area. We heferences to
Vidarbha in the ig-Veda Mah bh rata, Jtakas, Pur as,
Brihatkath ko a, Yogintantra, P t njali's Mah bh ya, Hariva a
andM lavik gnimitra. All need not be cited here but it is enough to
know that the antiquity of Vidarbha goes back t® Yedic period.



Vidarbha was always divided into two portions bye thver
named Wardh The river Wardh or ancient Varad flows from
north to south. It divides Vidarbha into easterd arestern portions.
During the early period, the western region watedaBhojakaa and

Coins of ryadatta

One such coin found in the Pavani excavation waslighed by
Amarendra Nath. As the illustration was not clear, scholars fhile
take notice of this find. The author has encouwtdogir such coins

the eastern, Bhe kaa. We have an interesting reference in the found from the river Vainganga at the village of/&a. One of them

M lavik gnimitra about this division. Although it was weitt by

is illustrated here.

K lid sa in the § century, it pertains to at least the first-second This coin is also struck with a punch-mark techeiqu

centuriessc. The plot of the drama as given bylid sa refers to
Yajfiasena, a king of Vidarbha and a conflict he Wik Agnimitra
who was ruling at Vidishas the u ga crown prince. Yajfiasena had

imprisoned his cousin Mihavasena and refused to set him free

unless Agnimitra released his own brother-in-lanhowwas a
minister under the Mauryas and was imprisoned byyduitra

u ga. Malavik, the sister of Yajfiasena became close to Agnimitra

who in turn invaded Vidarbha, defeated the oppori¥ajfiasena]

and released Mihavasena. Agnimitra ordered the division of

Vidarbha into two portions to be ruled by Yajfiaseaad
M dhavasena separatélyn the third-second centuries, we find
that the eastern portion was called by the namAsia Janapada
and the western region was known as Suphai h ra. During

This is a totally new find from the same placelss above coins. It
bears the clear legerfdyadatasaFrom the style of the coin it looks
contemporary to late varieties of Dabhadra.

2. Copper, 3.46 g, 15x17 mm

V k aka times, the two regions were ruled by the easter Opy Bull standing on platform to right, legend abovgadatada

Nandivardhana branch and the western Vatsagulmachra ater,
during British times, the division persisted ané two parts were
known as the Central Provinces and Berar respégtive

Coinage

The major publications on pre4av hana coins in Vidarbha have
been done by Ajay Mitra Shastri, Chandrashekhart&uprashant
Kulkarni and others. Coins of tnabhadra have been well known in
the past from various finds in Vidarbha, such asaRa Pavarr,
Adam, Umred and Bhand. Such a coin was first published by
Mah mahopadhyya V.V. Mirashi who read the legend as
Dimabh ga® but later corrected it td mabhadrd. Ajay Mitra
Shastri and C.S. Gupta published a note on the samecontending
that they deciphered the legéhdLater both authors wrote an
extensive paper on the Bhadra Mitra rulers in fingt fvolume of
Nidhi, the Journal of the Indian Coin Soci€tyA few more coins
from excavations at Adarhand Pauni (Pavaridwere unearthed by
Amarendra Nath. Our knowledge aboutnfabhadra was enhanced
by Amiteshwar Jha when he published some more cios the

British Museum?’. Shastri and Gupta published four varieties of

D mabhadra’s coins based on the placement of synaimoldegend,

whereas Jha added a couple more sub-varietiesyaed based on
the denominations. Satyabhadra’s coins were alfdighed by the

above-named authors but a unique Gajalakshmi cgie twas

brought to light by Narayan DeshmudRh Later on, Prashant
Kulkarni published a distinct type showing thep#é, the sacrificial

post, on coins of a Bhadra ruigr

Coins of Shreyas

The intention of this paper is to publish more fitsed coins from
the Vidarbha region from the earliest period. Oaehscoin found in
reasonably good numbers bears the leggeyhsolt is struck with a
punch marked technique. Nearly a dozen coins haee examined
by the author. A few are illustrated here.

1. Copper, 3.69g, 12x12 mm, coin l1a, copper, 3.2Gx11 mm

Obv. two rectangular punches punched one above ther.offthe

upper punch consists of a moon-shaped, hollow, gétmn
representation flanked by two taurines. The lowengh shows the
legend in Brhm charactersseyaso

The second coin shows the upper punch struck upside.

Rev Blank

Taurine and triskeles in the field.

Rev A decorative symbol made of four taurins sharingommon
circular base with a pellet.

The coins of Dmabhadra are illustrated below for comparison
purposes.

3. Copper 3.01 g, 13x14 mm

Coins of A vabandhu
This is another new name brought to light with diszovery of these
coins:

4. Copper, 3.17 g, 14x14 mm

Obv. Struck with five punches, one in the centre aodr faround.
The central punch consists of the Bm characterd\svabadhaThis

can be read a#\ vabudha or A vabandhu | prefer the latter
interpretation as it makes more sense.

Rev Blank

Thus the earliest coins seems to be those struttk puinch mark
technique bearing two punches, one with thehBr legend:Seyaso
This may be attributed to King Shreyas. The rulovollows could
be D mabhadra, ryadatta, Avabandhu or Bhmimitra, as all four
exist in punch-marked as well as die-struck teamid he following
ruler could be Satyabhadra with a good varietyadfiage including
one of gajalakshmi type. The rulers following Satyadra could be
Sube a, Dharmabhadra Sarvabhadra and Kanhamitra. Teusthl
list of rulers found in eastern Vidarbha may be:
Shreyas

ryadatta
Bhumimatra
A vabandhu
D mbhadra
Satyabhadra

ouhwnE



Subea
Sarvabhadra
. Dharmabhadra
0. Kanhamitra.
1. Suryamitra
Followed by:
12. Ra fio Siri Chimuka
13. Ra fio Siri Stakar i
14. Ra fio Siri Sti
15. Ra fio Siri Kochhiputa Sakar i

PP © o~

The Eastern Rulers

Apart from these rulers in eastern Vidarbha, tiveas a completely
different set of kings ruling in eastern Vidarbhale Pusad-Nanded
area. Coins of these rulers have been well pulaighe Kulkarni,
Somkuwar and Thakur. (See foot notes 19,20,21)

It was in the year 2005 that a great hoard of cogpins was
found by the Sonjhari tribe of Mahawd at a river flowing
through the village of Pusad. Gold-dust washersidatihe coins one
by one in the river beds and sold them to the cgopiéhs and coin
collectors. As a result, the hoard was broken imany groups.
Preliminary reports on the hoard were presente@tgndrashekhar
Guptd®, Ashok Singh Thakdf and Rajesh Somkuwdrand a new
interpretation was offered by the authoPusad (19°55'N; 77°38’ E)
is a tahsil in Yavatamal District. The town is nahadter the River
Pus, which flows through the temples and housekefillage. It is
said that the hoard was found at the foot of theakbshwar Shiva
temple on the banks of the river. The hoard wasweted by the
Sonzari tribe engaged in finding metallic object:f the river. One
may not call this find strictly a hoard as the coimere river finds
taken out over a period of three months. For ttke s convenience,
however, they are referred to as the Pusad hodrd. fdllowing
rulers from the eastern kingdom have been knowtillupow with
the help of this find:

Ra fio Sebaka

Ra fio Viga

Pt lat ritasa

Ra fio Kuap da

Ra fo Kukuakh da
Mah gr mika

Mah gr mika Zatamya

NoghkwhpE

Followed by:
8. Ra fio Siri Stakar i
9. Ra fio Siri Sdakari
10. Ra fio Siri Sdav hana
11. Ra fio Siri Kausikiputa
There have been other places in western Vidarbhiahwyielded
large hoards of potin coins of thet®& hanas. The important ones
are the TarH hoard and the Risod hoard.

The exact size of the Pusad hoard is not yet knbwnthe
information collected from various sources has beeltated and
presented in this paper. The numerical summarh®fknown coins
is approximately as given below.

Pusad Hoard
Basic contents of 600 coins examined:

Coins legend approximate nunibend
Ra fio Sebakaa 200+
Ra fio Vigasa 4

Ra fio Subeanasa

Ra fio Suryamitasa
Dharmbhadasa

P t latoritasa

Ra fio Kuap dasa

Ra fio Kukuakh dasa
Sagamna Mah g mikas
Mah g mikasa Zatamya
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Gobhadasa 2
Ra fio Siri Kausikiputasa 16
Ra fio Siri S takanisa 13
Ra fio Siri S dakanisa 5
Ra fio Siri Sdav hanasa 45

Roman denarius of Augustus Caesar 1

In addition to these copper coins there were tHeael coins of
Sebaka and 12 of Siri Satakariihere were a large number of un-
inscribed fractions and coins with uncertain orntated legends
which would take the hoard to a figure of nearly06Coins. This
hoard is a treasure for Indian history as it thravelcome light on
the history of pre-Sav hana dynasties in Maharashtra. For example,
it was believed that king Sebaka must have ruledrndhra Pradesh
near the Hyderabad region. Now with the discovdriiundreds of
Sebaka coins from Mahaw d , there is no doubt that king Sebaka
must have ruled in the Pusad-Nanded region. He imais¢ been
followed in the 2 —1% centuries by rulers such as Vigra,
Kuku ap da, Kukuakh da, Pt lat rita and Mahgr mika. On the
other hand, these rulers might have had good cooiaheelations
with Bhadra-Mitra kings in eastern Vidarbha neawd®ar, a fact
which is evidenced by find of coins of Suryamit@ubea and
Dharmabhadra A stray coin of Gobhadra also indicegkations with
the south Chandrapur district of Maharashtra or Ahdhra region
and the Roman denarius indicates internationaletriinks. Both
coins of Dharmabhadra and Gobhadra are not illiestria this paper
but the author has examined them in the group®iosdound from
Pusad.

The typology has the following things in common.
1. The obverse predominantly has a bull walkingright. In
extremely few cases the bull is replaced by anhelepon the coins
of Sebaka and Kap da.
2. The reverse has two bold symbols standing orbldoorbed
circles. The objects standing on the orbs argatga, tmratna,
indradvaja or a simple tree with five leaves.
3. The bull is generally topped by a clear svastkea couple of
simplified plus-like svastikas. The bull is aldarfked by indradvaja
on the left and a three-arched hill with river oe tight.
4. The river is shown intricately with fish, torsei and aquatic
animals.
5. In most cases a three- or six-arched hill issshwith a river and
fish, tortoise and aquatic animals.
6. The reverse generally has a linear and/or beladeetbr.

The exceptional type of Abhkgka Lakmi is known from the coin
of Ku ap da. This coin is so intricately designed that ibtis light
on the social life and development of the iconobyapnd style of
that period. Cunningham describes Hieun Tsiang'srney to
Kuku ap dagiri or Cock-foot Mountain, a place which had a
mountain named Kukkap da, or cock’s foot, remarkable for its
three bold peakd A Buddhist monastery named Kukku ma was
built at Pataliputra, where a monk named Bhadddtdwe

According to Buddhaghosha, this ma was built by a Shrei
named Kukuase hi?%. In short, Kukuap da means cock’s foot and
the names beginning with Kulauwere known for people as well as
mountains and regions in ancient India. So it issfige that there
was a three-peaked mountain somewhere in the Nadideitt of
Mar hawd and that the chief of that region was called king
Kuku akh da or Kuap da who issued the coins published below. The
three-arched hill seen on a coin below is perhappeesentation of
the Kukuap da hill as it fits well with the description givéay Hieun
Tsiang viz. “Then after trying in vain and to taferewell of king
Aj ta atru he proceeds to the cock’s-foot mountain, eniteat the
triple peak, and sits down inside to await the caf Maitraya”.

The coin published by Ashok Singh ThaKuthrows light on
the succession of king Sebaka. Some Sebaka coiow skear
countermarks of the Ujjaini symbol. This was mastiyably done by
the Stav hanas when they conquered Maaw d and Vidarbha. It
is however not certain if they counter-struck tbes then current or



the ones already in circulation a century earlieis possible that
coins of a king like Sebaka, which were minted ieryvlarge
numbers, were current in the market for more thaerdury and the
victor’'s armies counter-struck anything that cante their hands. So
we have to be cautious in fixing the chronologyttigse kings. The
only fact that is conclusive is that these coinsenstruck in the pre-
S tav hana era.

This paper is only a preliminary report on the ldoand a more
detailed study will be published later. A few sammlbins of the
different rulers are published below.

5. Coin of Klng Sebaka Copper 11.56 g 24 mm

Obv. Standmg buII to right with bold /bkan Brhm Iegend on back:

Ra fio SebakasA triangle-headed standard near the tail of thé bul

and a simplified svastika above the hump is seemjrently, river
to lower right, with fish and tortoise, originatifigpm a six-arched
hill and going around the bull. The hill is toppbgt a simplified
svastika.

Rev Two bold symbols, one resemblingravatsaupon a circle and
the other showingr ratna capped by a little taurine. Two plus-mark
like simplified svastika on left top and bottom wcer.

Such coins were published in the past by sevehallacs. The first to
report them was V.V. Mirasfti followed by M.G. Dikshif® R, K,
Sethf’, A. H. Siddiquf®, Shreekanth Red&yand others. Mirashi
attributed this coin to the third centusg and was promptly opposed
by the editor A.S. Altekar who thought the legeribhged to the'8
centuryap®’. R.K. Sethi published more coins with bull andpélant
types. He tried to connect Sebaka to Prak iva Sebaka belonging

to the second-third centuries, an unacceptable theory according to

P.L. Gupta, who strongly refuted it in his editbreapacity of the

Numismatic Digest. G.T.V. Sastri added to a Sebaka sealing to this

platform. This was a mistaken reading but Sastiservation that
theka-ending rulers like Simuka and Sebaka could haledraloser
to each other is well takéh The coins were found from varied
places like Hyderabad, Indore, Paithan and Mwaw d . This led
the scholars to debate the place of origin of KBebaka and his
period. Wild speculation ensued attributing Seba&adifferent
periods ranging from the™centurysc to the 3 centuryap. The

date of the Sav hanas was also not certain in those days of limited

research. Now that the date of théa® hanas is certainly narrowed
down to the period *Lcenturysc to the f' centap, we can surely
place Sebaka and his family to the préa8 hana era of theS42™
centuriessc and confirm that their area of rule was confinedhe
Nanded-Pusad region of Manaw d .

6. Coin of King Vigra, Copper, 17.22 g, 24x24 mm

The only other known example of this coin was birdug light by
me from a single coin found at Paitfar ater Siddiqui also added a
coin of the same ruler discovered from the Nanded4

Obv: Standing bull to right with bold Adkan Brhm legend above:

7

Ra fio Vigasa.A triangle-headed standard near the tail of thé bul
and a simplified svastika above the hump is seemprently. A six-
arched hill stands to the right topped by a sinmglifsvastika. The
river originating from the hill is worn out.

Rev Two bold symbols, one resemblingavatsaupon a circle and
the other showingr ratna capped by a little taurine. Two plusmark-
like simplified svastika seen in the field.

7. Coin of Pt lat rita, Copper, 6.61 g, 20x22 mm

Obv: Bull to right standing on symbolised river showifish. Legend
in Br hm characters beginning at 8 ‘O clock reads latori...

Rev A radiant sun symbol in the centre with fifteengaprrounded
by sr vatsaand indistinct symbols.

8. Coin of Kuap da, Copper, 8.01 g, 22x22 mm

Copper, square, 22x22 mm, 8.01 g.

Obv: Abhi eka Lakmi seated inpadm sanaon lotus holding the
stems of two lotus flowers. Two elephants standingsmaller lotus
flowers bathing Lakmi with water. River to right, with fish and
tortoise, originating from a three-arched hill. Bm legend on top:
Ra fio Kuap dasa.The whole enclosed in a dotted border.

Rev Two bold symbols, one showing ratha and the other
resembling a circle within a circle topped ingradhvajaor triangle-
headed standard. The whole enclosed in an ornatnge.

9. Coin of Mah gr mika, 4.27 g, 19x23 mm

Obv: Elephant to right with trunk upraised. A cross shmplified
svastika is seen on the back of the elephant. ldegem top:
Saga(mana ma)ly mikasa

Rev Ujjaini symbol of double orbs with four crosses dorner, of
which two are visible on the flan.

10. Coin of Mah g mika Zatam ya

A ruler by such a name was never known before. &k dome to
light with the discovery of this coin.
Copper 5.07 g, 18x20 mm.



Obv. Elephant to right with trunk upraised. A tridgatseen in the
front of the elephant. Legend on tdpah g mikasa zatamya.

Rev An ornate symbol made of four taurins shares cbmmon
circular base with a pellet.

11. Coin of King Suryamitra 7.75 g, 20x24 mm

Obv. Standing iva on lotus, holding a staff in right hand and a
kama alu in the left. A tree to right with five leaves witha railing
decorated with amandipada A srivatsatops the sapling on the left.
Br hm legend to leftRa fio Sur(yamitasa)

Rev Standing bull to right with an eight-spoke wheelthe back and
aKukkua dvajaor cock-headed standard in railing, on the right.

Such a coin was published earlier by Shastri angt&u Later,
Narayan Deshmukh reported another variety of thie cbthe same
ruler with the depiction of gajalaini*®. A sealing of Satyabhadra
was also found in an excavation at Kaundiny3pubozens of such
coins are found at Pauni and Paunar, hence it eazobcluded that
the coin published here and found at Pusad must been struck at
an eastern Vidarbhan mint (such as Pauni or Paumhere the ruler
belonged and it came in trade to the western Vitmnbregion of
Pusad

12. Coin of King Subea, 7.58 g, 19x22 mm

Obv. Standing iva on lotus, holding a staff in right hand and a
kama alu in the left. A tree to right with five leaves witha railing
decorated withnandipada Br hm legend to left: Ra fio)
Subenasa.

Rev Standing bull to right with an eight-spoke wheelthe back and
an indistinctkukkua dvajaor cock-headed standard in railing, on the
right.

Only two such coins were discovered in this hoard & is the
first time that this king has been brought to lighhe other coin
bears a clear legerRha fio preceding the name of the king Subenasa
The Sanskrit form of Subena will be Subewho must have been a
close relative of Suryamitra. Looking at the similaof symbols and
script, it appears that both Suryamitra and Sabmust have ruled in
the same area and struck coins for the same kingderthe majority
of coins of Suryamitra hail from eastern Vidarbham inclined to
assign Subea to this branch of the Bhadra-Mitra rulers, ratthem
include him in the eastern family of Sebakat&®Mah gr mikas.
The name of this ruler is noteworthy because of ptonetic
resemblance with Beakata, the region of eastern Vidarbha
mentioned in the Hathigumpha inscription. It is m@med in the
inscription that the armies of Kravela landed at the banks of the
river Kanhabe without caring for Stakar i and scared the people
of Asikanagard® The N ik cave inscription pertaining to the 19
year of Vsi h putra Pulumvi also mentions Asika as a region won
by the Stav hanas. Similarly the cave inscription of Gautamiaut
S takar i mentions him as Bekaakasvmi. Thus, there can be no
doubt that we have discovered a ruler by the nafr@ube a who
ruled the kingdom of Be akata during the™ centurysc.

13. Coin of King Sdav hana, 10.14 g, 25 mm
A large number of such coins were reported eaft@n Hyderabad

and Maharashtra. They were brought to light by VMirash®,
M.G. Dixit & S.M. Joglekai® and V.B. Kolté®.
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Obv. Elephant to right with trunk upraised. A triangleaded

standard in railing flanked by twi ratna symbols is seen on the

back of the elephant. Legend at the tBp: fio siri s dav hana(sa).

Traces of leaves of a tree are seen in the lowht dorner.

Rev Ujjaini symbol designed with double orbs aroungediet. The

four corners are decorated with intricately desigmeatna symbols.
Some important interpretations were made from thimsc of

P t latorita and Kuap da. These coins helped to correct some mis-

attributions made in the past by scholars. Thisbeen discussed in

detail.

Coins of P t latorita: not Patalatadata

Amiteshwar Jha and Laxmikant Varma published tweov rnae-
S tav hana coins recenflf. They read the legend on the coins as
Patalatadatasaand BhapatalatadatasaAlthough the provenance of
the coins is not known, they bear close similatitythe coins of the
Sebaka rulers found in Hyderabad and Vidarbha regihile
discussing the legend the authors contended thadtto be either
Bhapataladatasa or Bhupataladatas@he first or the larger coin
illustrated by them does not bear the initial leBbau like the second
smaller denomination. The authors read the legensl a
Bhapatalatadatasabut omitted the letteta in the discussion and
concluded that the name of the issuer ®aspataladatasa.

A close look at the coins will show that the letiindeed exists
on the coin and cannot be omitted without reasomil&ly the letter
da has been misread. It is clearly**as seen on the smaller
coinspublished by the authors. Thus, the full lebean be restored
as Patalatoritasa or P t latoritasa on the larger coin, and
Bh p t latoritasaon the smaller one.
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Figl. Legend Pt latoritasa

P t latoritasa does not give a meaningful legend unless it isedla
to P t lat rita: the one who is saved by the underwopdtala.
Thus, the legend becomes meaningful as: (coiM@king who took
refuge in ptla or the world under the earth. The longer title
Bh p t latoritasa would mean, (coin) of the king who took refuge
both on land and the world under the earth.

The thredokasor triloka are well known as Svargaloka, Bbka
and Pt la according to Hindu mythology. The gods ruled rotree
Svarga (heaven), man over Bhumi (land) and the denumder the
earth. Great warrior kings like Mah li and Pt lar va a are said to
have ruled the R la for ages. Accoring to the Pumg® the
description of Pt la is mystical and intriguing. It goes as follows:

“The Pt la consists of seven regions one below each otaeru
the earth. They are named as Atala, Vitala, SuTahtala, Rastala,
Mah tala and Pt la. The Pt la is seventy thousand yojanas high,
each division being ten thousand yojanas. The éadthis region has
different hues like white, black red or yellow. @nid rada, the great
sage, on his return to Svarga said thatIR was more beautiful than
Svarga. The Ngas ruled there peacefully as daytime is lit byste
and night by the moon. There is neither heat ntat so the Ngas



live happily without feeling the passage of timéeTPt la is the
abode of serpents. The great snakes namesukV, Dhanafijaya,

a kha, Gulika, veta, Kambala, Avadhara and Devadatta live here.
The lustre of the diamonds on their hoods keepsPthda always
illuminated...

Mah b li lives in Sutala meditating on Viu. To please Indra,
Mah vi u once went to Malb li on earth and by deceit took all his
possessions and, binding him with Vaapaa, pushed him to Sutala
through a hole made on earth. Later, Mah u felt that he did a
wrong in deceiving Mafbali and, to remedy the sin he committed,
he even now acts as a gatekeeper to Malhin Sutala..... Under
the Pt la is di ea, a tmasik form of Mahvi u. The beautiful
daughters of the serpent kings stand arourd e a with their
bewitching smiles and amorous movements of theitidso The
mighty di e a sits there worshipped by all for the welfare toé t
world”.

Many rulers in the past took pride in calling themmss the
descendents of Mabhali, the lord of Pt la. The king who issued the
coins discussed here must have taken pride inngallimself the

saviour of Pt la and considered his family a descendent of either

di e a or some other king who ruled thet Pa such as Malb i,
Pt lar va a or Pt laketu. The title Pt latorta only shows his
connection with the mythological underworld.

Somkuwar has illustrated a nice coinpft latorita. That coin
does not show the traces of the letBdru and the legend is only

P t latoritasa. | have seen nearly ten more such coins in private

collections none of which bears the prditxu The lettetbhu on the
coin published by Jha and Varma is too wide congpdce other
letters on the coin and may be part of some symabtiie back of the
bull. There exists a variant legend with the secanehgraved ato.
This would make the legengl t latoritasa, which would make the
meaning obscure unless it indicates the door deooraf pt la.
Thus the name would mean “ (coin) of the door datton of pt 1a”.
The other choice of reading igatalatoritas, which would mean
decorated with the leaves. This is not a very fsghnding name for
a ruler, hence the legend is most likely to be dhly latoritasaon
all known coins. Shailendra Bhandare commented his reading
and proposed to real t lato atas4® But theri on the coins is
totally different than thea which he has proposed to read. For the
time being, instead of getting into interpretatiohproposed to stick
to the original reading @3 t latoritasa

Some new coins of the ruler are published below:

Obv; Counter-struck on a coin bearing an Ujjaini syindnad traces
of legend consisting of the letteain Br hm at 11 o’clock. Bull to
left standing on symbolised river, showing aquatiémals. To the
left stand a little taurine and a tree with sewveawvks in a railing on a
three-arched hill. Legend in Bim characters beginning at 10
o'clock readatala...

Rev; Counter-struck on a coin showing very indistiricdces of
under-type A radiant sun symbol in the centre with sixteensray
surrounded by svastika,indradvajg srvatsa and svastika;
indradvajg sr vatsaarranged clockwise from 12 o’clock.

Obv: Bull to right standing on symbolised river showirish.
Legend in Brhm characters beginning at 8 o'clock reads
patalatori...

Rev.:A radiant sun symbol in the centre with fifteegsaurrounded
by sr vatsaand indistinct symbols.

16. Copper or bronze, square with one corner brok8r26g, 25x27
mm

Obv.: Counter-struck on a coin bearing traces of ldgemmsisting of
the ak ara fio in Br hm at 2 o’clock. Bull to left with legend in
Br hm characters beginning at 11 o'clock readialgtoritasa...
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Rev: Counter-struck on a coin showing very indistincices A
radiant sun symbol in the centre with fifteen ratsrounded by
indradvajg svastikasr vatsaand svastika.

17. Copper, square, 2.06 g, 12x12 mm.

Obv.: Bull to left with other details worn out.
Rev: A radiant sun symbol in the centre with sixteemeighteen
rays.

These coins were found at Pusad with those of iatyasf rulers and
dynasties such as the Sebaka, Vigra, Mammikas, Mitras, Pdas
and the Stav hanas. Somkuwar mentioned the absence of Vigra
coins in the Pusad hoard, but that is not true eIy four Vigra
coins were encountered there. The coins ofl&orita are interesting

in many ways. Firstly, because they bear the Btlelatorita but do

not show the wordra fio. This phenomenon is similar to the
Mah gr mika coiné® where the legend shows conspicuous absence
of the titlera fio but reads onlynahagamikasaSecondly they show

a variety of types and denominations. As many\asdifferent types
are known, four being published here ranging framo grams to
eleven grams. This shows that the ruler was nat4ived. The king
must have reigned at least for a decade. Thirdignesof the coins
are counter-struck on an earlier type. The legerallable on the
under-type are thek aras sa and fio. It is almost impossible to
attribute the under-type to a known coinage excépt the
speculation that one would tend twards &a®hana type. The
ak aras are written outwardly unlike $av hana coins found from
the same region and the orbs of the Ujjaini synmdmel also a bit
different. So we are left with no choice but to wkir a clearer



specimen showing the under-type. It is, howeveghlyi likely that
this ruler could have countermarked one of thea$hana coins.
This phenomenon occurs int8kar i and Nahapna's coinage where
both rulers were engaged in constant fights witbheather as is
evidenced by Nahapa's silver coins counterstruck by Gautamiputra
Stakari and the latter's copper coins countermarked by
Nahapna'’. The history of Pt latorita and the Sav hanas could be
similar.

The smaller coin published here is similar to awin 2 illustrated
by Jha and Varma and another one shown by CharekfsashGupta.
Gupta’'s comment that these coins were probably dduom a site
near Pusad seems to be coffect

As the coins are found with those of the Sebakagra/i
Mah gr mikas, Mitras, Pdas and the S$av hanas, one may
conclude that they belong to a ruler of tH& P centuriessc who
adopted the title of R latorita.

Coins of Ku ap da: notV k aka

A.H. Siddiqui has published five coins found in M&aw d region
and has tried to read the names ok Vaka rulers on four of thefh
He has tried to read/ k aka Sarvasenaon the obverse and
V k aka Sarvaon the reverse of three different coins. In additio
this he has also attempted to rdRaifio Vigasenan another coin.
He has also added an illustration of a coin of bake ruler found
with the above mentioned four coins. This papeBidliqui contains
a number of errors. Not only in that the coins @t Ibelong to the
V k akas; there are serious mistakes in reading tremgadphy and
interpretation of the data.

It was correctly pointed out by Handa in his ediébcapacity
that the coins in question were pre& hana issues and not
V k aka money which would be posttav hand’. Amiteshwar Jha
also referred to Siddiqui's paper and suggestettttealegend could
be Kukuasa®. No one has however come up with the correct
attribution of the coins published by Siddiqui.

In the meantime a large hoard of Vidarbhan copménscwas
found at Pusad in Mathaw d . This has been well published by
Chandrashekhar Gupfa Ashok Singh Thakd and Rajesh

to trace this place in Bilaspur district of MadhpaadesW. It is
possible that a similar place existed in the Mawd region
during the pre-Christian era when king Epda ruled. The
inscription actually mentions that Jajalladevarokito have received
tributes from chiefs of the maalas of Daki a Ko ala, ndhra,
Khimdi (Orissa), Vairgara, Lfijika, Bha r, Talahri,
Da ak pura, Nandavali and Kukka®. The places mentioned in
this list are far from Madhya Pradesh. Vairagaria ihe Chandrapur
district of Maharashtra and Hji in the Balaghat district close to
Bha r . Thus, there is a possibility that the last twomea
Nandavali and Kukka could be respectively Nanded and Kulku
an unknown place near Pusud.

Other examples of a phonetically similar place texisn Bihar.
Hieun Tsiang reported a Kulkap dagiri or Cock-foot mountain or a
Gurup da mountain in Uttar Prade$h Cunningham identified a
place called Kukkap da vihara twenty miles north-east of Baudhha
Gaya. He describes Hieun Tsiang's travel to th&@lwhich had a
mountain named Kukkap da, or cock's foot, remarkable for its
three bold peak& A Buddhist monastery named Kukku ma was
built at Pataliputra where a monk named Bhaddatdvetording to
Buddhaghosha thisr ma was built by a Shréi named
Kuku ase hi®%. In short Kukkuap da means cock’s foot and the
names beginning with Kukka or Kukua were known for people as
well as mountains and regions in ancient Indiait$® possible that
there was a three-peaked mountain somewhere iNahded district
of Mar hawd , that the chief of that region was called king
Kuku ap da and that he issued the coins published below.tfiee-
arched hill seen on coin no. 2 below is perhappeasentation of the
Kuku ap da hill. The name Kukap da is not encountered on any
other Indian coin but the representation of Kukkar a cockerel is
not unknown to ancient Indian numismatics. The eoek had
religious importance and it attained royal favowfsen it appeared
on the coins of Ayodhya The cockerel-headed standarckoikkua
dhavaja is well known on the coins of Suryamitra found in
Vidarbh&®,

The coins occur in many different types with twanpiple
legends. The first beinRa fio Kuap dasaand the otheiRa fio

Somkuwar*. These authors have published coins of the SebakaKukuakh dasa.At first glance it looks like the alrakh is an

S tav hanas, P latorta, Mah gr mika and Suryamitra. They had
limited information on the hoard and hence they dat list lead
coins of the Sebaka, copper coins of Vigra andchéhe discovery of
coins of Kuap da reported for the first time in this paper. Jha's
suggestion of the readinigukuasa was almost there but for the
suffix p da which was off the flan on Siddiqui's coins. Thellfu
legend on these coinskal ap dasaas can be seen on the specimens
published in this paper. Once this is acceptedlegends read by
Siddiqui become redundant and his theory of attiniguthem to the
V k akas collapses. The first coin of Siddi§jutlearly shows the
traces ofku a, which he restored as and saw unseen lettensato
guessSarvasenaHe tried to read the same legend on the revdsee a
which is imaginary as no letter is engraved onrtheerse. Similarly
the restoration o¥igasenaon coin no. 3 is wishful thinking as the
coin is certainly that same as that of Vigra putdis long ago in the
ONS Newslettéf. The coins published by Siddiqui are therefore
attributed to the Sebaka, Vigra and &pida. These rulers must have
occupied the Marhaw d territories in the pre-$av hana era of
15-2" centuriessc. The coins of Kuap da are discussed below.

The name Kuwap da or Kukuap da is unusual for Vidarbha.
No such name is known from any inscription or $esh this region.
The Sanskrit form of Kukap da will be Kukkuap da meaning the
foot of a cock. For the purpose of uniformity thaer is referred to
as Kukuap da in this paper. Names such as Kukkuand
Kuku ap dagiri are known from other parts of India. Thesest to
ancient Vidarbha a similar name is known is in da€huri era stone
inscription. The inscription of Kalachuri era 866king Jajalladeva
records that the king of Kukka gave fixed tribute or presents to the
former. Kukkua in Sanskrit is translated as wild cock hencepthee
of Kukku a must have wild cocks in abundance. Scholars traac
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inverted form ofp and it must have been a die cutter's mistake who
inadvertently engravekh in place ofp . But it may be possible that
the name Kukwakh da indeed existed and that the king of this name
could have been the brother, son, father or aiveladf king

Ku ap da The meaning oKuku akh dais obscureKh da might be

a Prkrit form of Skanda though the correct word for th#er is
Khada Skanda was connected to Kukkun many ways just as he
was associated with the royal bird, the peacoclasBhand Gupta
identified the capital standard on Suryamitra’ansoias Kukkua
dhavaja of God Skanda-Krttikeya The wind indicator or weather
cock is also known aKukku kara v taskandalaka a®* The
connection of cock and Skanda is well known from Bur as. The
Agnipur a mentions Skanda holdingkti in one hand and a cock in
the left. The ivapur a also indicates that one of the four hands of
Skanda holds Kukka. The Vi udharmottarapur a describes the
four forms of K rttikeya as Kumra, Skanda, Viakha and Guha. The
right hand of Kumara holds a cock and a Belthe Mahbh rata
tells us that Karttikeya was offered various glfts different Gods,
such as a spear by Indra, a peacock by Garuda eockéy Varuna

or Aruna. Many scholars believe that the Kulddvaja or the cock-
crested column found at Lala Bhagat near Kanpumftbe first
century BC is the earliest symbolic representatibthe deit{®. Thus

the association of Karttikeya with Kuklku is well established.
Therefore, in all probability there existed a pafr rulers named
Kuku ap da and Kukwekh da belonging to the same dynasty who
ruled in the Pusad-Nanded region in the first-sdcoenturiessc.
Looking at the types of coins issued by these suléiey do not
appear to be petty chiefs but proper royal sovaeeigsing the regal
titte Ra fio. Such a title is conspicuously absent on the coins o
P t lat rita and Mahgr mika, found in the same regign



Coins with the legendRa fio Ku ap dasa
18. Copper, round, 16x17 mm, 2.73 g

Obv.:: Elephant to right with trunk upraised. Bm legend on top:
(Ra fo Ku)ap dasa.
Rev: Worn out but faint signs of orbs seen at thedrot

19. Copper, square, 22x22 mm, 8.01 g

Obv.:: Abhi eka Lakmi seated irpadm sanaon a lotus and holding
the stems of two lotus flowers. Two elephants stapadn smaller

lotus flowers bathing Lakni with water. River to right, with fish and
tortoise, originating from a three-arched hill (efniis perhaps a
representation of the Kulap da hill). Brhm legend on top:
(Ra fio) Kuap dasa.The whole enclosed in dotted border.

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showing ratna and the other
resembling a circle within a circle topped ingradhvajaor triangle-

headed standard. The whole enclosed in triple boofiéines and

dots.

20. Copper, rectangular, 20x22 mm, 13.41 g

Obv: Standing bull to right with a small svastikadikross above.
Br hm legend on top:Ra fio Kua)p dasa

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showing ratha and the other
resembling a circle within a circle topped bgravatsasymbol. The
whole enclosed in a double border of lines.

Coins with the legendRa fio Kuku akh dasa

21. Copper, square, 22x22 mm, 9.50 g

Obv: Standing elephant to right with Bim legend on backRa fio

Kuku akh (dasa)

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showing ratha and the other
resembling a tree in railing topped lrydradhvaja or a triangle-
headed standard. The whole enclosed in a beadetkrbdrhere is
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some doubling of strike on both the sides.

22. Copper, rectangular, 19x21 mm, 7.91 g

e

Obv.: Standing bull to right with Bhm legend on back:Ra )fio
Kukuakh (dasa) A triangle-headed standard near the tail of thie b
and a simplified svastika above the hump is seemjrently.

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showing ratha and the other
resembling ar vatsaupon a circle. The whole enclosed in a beaded
border.

23. Copper, rectangular, 18x19 mm, 4.33 g

@

Obv.: Standing bull to right with Bhm legend on backRam fio
Kukua(kh da)sa with sainscribed sidewaysA triangle headed
standard near the tail of the bull and a svastii@ave the hump is
seen prominentl§?

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showint ratha and the other
resembling asr vatsaupon a circle. The whole enclosed in beaded
border.

24. Copper, rectangular, 15x19 mm, 3.51 g

&b

Obv: As coin 23 above but much worn except for clBarhm
legend:Kukuakh dasawith the last lettesainscribed sideways

Rev: Two bold symbols, one showingratna and the other unclear.
The whole enclosed in a beaded border.

To summarise, we can say that the coins of ajula and
Kuku akh da belong to the same family of the Sebaka. The
symbolism has the following things in common.

1. The obverse has a bull or elephant on coins of thahulers.

2. The reverse has two bold symbols standing on deutded
circles. The objects standing on the orbs sreatsa tr ratna,
indradvajaor a simple tree with five leaves.

3. The bull is generally topped by a clear svastikea@implified

plus-like svastika. The bull is also flanked wittdradvaja on

the left and a three-arched hill with river in tight.

The river is shown with fish, tortoise and aquatimals.

In most cases a three- or six-arched hill is shaith a river and

fish, tortoise and aquatic animals.

as



The coins are mostly square but for the unique gii@e of the first
coin (no 18) published in this section of the pafére variations in
the coins of Kuap da are much more prolific than those of the

Sebaka or R latorita. The weight standard ranges from 2.73g to

13.41g. The typology does not only have bull amgblednt motifs but
also shows a good, artistic depiction of Gajatak In addition to
this, the title of the kingRa fio, is clearly displayed. All these facts
indicate that the king Kap da and/or Kukwkh da was a much
stronger ruler in the Sebaka-VigraeR family, who ruled prior to
the Stav hanas in the Pusad-Nanded region of M@aw d , where
other rulers of the family, namely Platorita and Mahgr mika, also
dwelt and enjoyed a uniform currency system of pneidantly
square bull-type coins.

Roman coin from the hoard

This important coin shows that the Romans had cbnidéth the
eastern Vidarbha, too. Previously, Roman coins Hasen found
from Adanf®, Chandrapur and Sampewada and Tadali in Blrand
district. The coins found in Sampewada were goldeiawf
Commodu® and those found at Adam were gold aurei of Augistu
and Tiberius. The earliest coin from Vidarbha wae &ureus found
at Chandrapur struck by A. Hirtius, the praetodolius Caesat. At

a later date, many silver coins and bullae wer@exied at Adam by
Nath. These were very similar to the coin publisttede. They
mainly consisted of denarii of Augustus and Tibgfiu

Silver Denarius, heavily worn with two holes, 1.9614x15 mm
Obv: Laureate head of Augustus to right, traces ofdldg8AESAR
AVGVSTVS DIVI PATER PATRIAE.

Rev: Caius and Lucius standing with two shields, tracktegend,
AVGVSTI COS DESIC PRINC IVVENT, below C.L.CAESARES.

This coin may be a copy of the Roman denarius predun India
during ancient times.

The Pusad hoard has yielded a great deal of intowmarhe entire
data remains to be analysed properly as it liesnany different
hands. The variations in denominations and weigloisld indicate a
well-developed metrology. Basically the coins weidhin the range
of 2 gto 20 g. The rulers who hailed from thigiom areSebaka,
Vigra, Pt latorita, Kuap da, Kukuakh da, Mahgr mika Zatamaya
and Sagamma Mahgr mika, to be followed by Kausikiputra
S takari and Siri Sdakari. On the other hand, the rulers who
commercially transacted with them were Dharmbha8tayamitra,
Subeaa from western Vidarbha, Gobhadra from Andhra dad the
Roman emperors such as Augustus and Tiberius.Woith noting
that the absence of coins of abhadra, Satyabhadra, Krishnamitra
and Bhumimitra from the eastern Vidarbha is congmis in this
hoard. As is seen from the large presence of afiking S tav hana
and Kausikiputra, it can be reasonably concluded tite family met
its end at the hands of thet& hanas who must have defeated the
existing rulers in Marhaw d , Pauni and other areas of Vidarbha to
establish the mighty $av hana empire. It is also interesting to note
that after defeating either Sulzeor his successors, Gautamiputra
S takar i”® called himself Berkataksv mi.”*

Tarh |

A hoard of potin coins of the g&v hanas was found in 2006 at a
place called Risoin Vidarbha in Akola district. The very large hdar
of nearly 5000 coins was reportedly brought to ppassmith who
promptly contacted some notable coin dealers afladd traded the
hoard. The coins were dispersed immediately. Mykhao to some
generous coin collectors like Rajesh Somkuwar, Wwhaught me

and Riso hoards: the north-western Vidarbhan rulers
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pictures of the important finds for the hoard. | #mankful to Shri
Somkuwar of Nagpur and Shri Taylor of Akot for @ik information
they have provided.

In the past, many such small hoards have been tegpbfrom
Vidarbha. A small hoard of 183 coins was found eaHBnapuri in
the Chnd district in 1888°. The most important one was the
Tarh | hoard reported by V.V. MirasHfiand found in 1939. This
hoard, comprising about 1600 coins, yielded theesai

Siri S takar i
Siri Puum vi

ivasiri Puum vi.
Ku bha Stakar i
Kar a Stakar i

aka Stakar i
Skanda Stakar i
Rudra Stakar i
Vijaya S takar i and
Siri Pulah mavi

The Riso hoard was a much bigger hoard, which obviousljdgi&
more coins including the unique discovery of twancof a hitherto
unknown Stav hana ruler, Mah S takari. The total number of
coins estimated with the help of reported numbemfvarious coin
dealers and collectors can vaguely be tabulated as:

Approximate number of coins in the hoard: 5100

Siri S takari: nearly 3000 pcs
Yajfia Stakar i: nearly 1000 pcs
Siri Puum vi: nearly 1000 pcs
Skanda Stakar i: 4
Ku bha Stakar i: 10

ivasiri Puum vi: 50
Mah S takar i: 2
Vijaya S takar i: 1

The hoard did not have coins of Kar aka and Rudra $akar i,
found in the Tarn hoard.

1. Coin of Mah S takar i

The coins of Mah S takar i have been the star discovery of this
hoard. This is a completely new addition to thedrisal personages
known from the coins. Such a ruler had not previobgen known
from any numismatic, inscriptional or literary soes. With thanks to
the people who preserved this information | take fheasure of
publishing the coin here.

Potin 3.44 g, 18x18 mm

Obv: Standing elephant to right, Bim inscription above the
elephant: Rjfio mah s taka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with a pellet in each orb.

It is very difficult to place the ruler in any padlar chronology due
to the lack of any corroborative evidence. Howeveoking at the
style of the letters and the crudeness of the ¢ébmay be suggested
that he ruled in the latter part of thet&®s hana period, perhaps
closer to the period of Kubha and Kara Stakari. The
S tav hana genealogy should then accommodate this newe.rlaim
also possible that this was a title of one of thlens mentioned in the
Pur as who are absent from epigraphic and numismati. &uch
rulers mentioned in the Pums include Lambodara, pilaka,
Meghasvti, Svti, Skandasvi, Mgendra, Kuntala, Svatikaa,
Pulom vi, Arish akar a, H la, Mantalaka or Pattalaka, Pudrasena,
Sundara, ivasvati and Chakofa



It will not be out of place to publish more pictaref other
commonly known coins of the fav hanas found in the Risod hoard.
A representative group has been photographed aeskemted for
scholars.

2. Coins of Siri Stakar i

Obv:: Standing elephant to right, Bim inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio siri s taka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.
Potin 13x14 mm weights: 1.45¢g, 1.55g, 1.84g, 2.32879, 2.92g,
3.2g, 3.56g9

3. Fractions of coins of Siri Stakar i

Potin: 13x14 mm, 1.21g; 12x13 mm, 0.55¢g, 12x13 mhi®2g

4. Coins of Siri Puum vi

Obv.:: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantk jfio Puum vi(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.
Potin, 19x20 mm, 3.24g; 18x19 mm, 2.47g; 13x14 m87

5. Coins of Siri Yajfia Stakar i

Obv.:: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio siri Yajfia staka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.

Potin: 18-20mm, weights 1.60g, 1.91g, 2.25g, 2.3/439g, 2.73g,
3.24, 3.55¢.
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Obverses

Reverses
6. Coin of Ku bha S takar i

Potin: 19x20 mm, 2.47 g.

Obv: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio siri Kubha staka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.

7. Coin of Skanda Stakar i

Potin, 17x19 mm, 3.13 g.

Obv: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio siri Khada staka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.



8. Coin of Siva Siri Puum vi

Potin, 18x18 mm, 2.32 g.

Obv: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio Siva siri puum vi(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.

9. Coin of Vijaya S takar i

Potin, 18x19 mm, 2.96 g.

Obv: Standing elephant to right, Brm inscription on the back of
the elephantR jfio Vijaya staka i(sa).

Rev: Ujjaini symbol with four orbs.

The hoard is of immense historical importanceelistus about the
long reigns of the Sav hana rulers from Siri $akar i to Vijaya
S takari and throws light on a new ruler by the name ofhMa
S takar i for the first time in Indian history. It also g8 us a wide
range of weights of the currency, as diverse aS¢tb 3.55¢. It is
quite a problem to decide the number of denominaticEvery
possible weight from 0.5 g to about 3.6 g existd, as such, there
could be hundreds of denominations. We have obdettve same
phenomenon with the coins of the Wikun ins, published by
Meshrani®. That hoard of 214 coins showed the weight ramgen f
3.03 g to 7.15 g with coins weighing 100 mg apBiie weight range
of the Riso hoard thus tells us that there was not much cbatrer
the weight of the currency.

Epilogue
With the help of coins we have come to know a langenber of
rulers, nearly 20 unknown from any other recordd 45 of the
S tavah na family, from ancient Vidarbha. Numismatics hadeied
come to our help in restoring the history of thégion. The list of
rulers from Western Vidarbha is thus restored as:
Shreyas
ryadatta
Bhumimatra
A vabandhu
D mbhadra
Satyabhadra
Subea
Sarvabhadra
. Dharmabhadra
10. Kanhamitra.
11. Suryamitra

©CoNor~WNE

The list of rulers from Eastern Vidarbha is deduasd

1. Ra fo Sebaka

Ra fio Viga

Pt lat rita

Ra fio Kuap da

Ra fio Kukuakh da
Sagamna Mah gr mika
Mah gr mika Zatamya

NogarwnN
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To this list we may add the names of Andhra ruemigopa and
K m vya, whose coins have been found circulating in ¢astern
Vidarbha and that of Gobhadra whose coppers arevkrimm both
eastern and western Vidarbha.

All these areas were apparently conquered by theeasingly
powerful Stavahna rulers. It is also possible that some rulers
existed during the dominance of thet&ah nas and were engaged
in constant fights with the former, as at least kimg, P t latorita, is
known to have counter-struck coins similar to thosk the
S tavah nas. The coins of Malgr mika and Mahgr mika Zatamya
are so similar to those of thet8vah nas that there exists no doubt
that they were contemporary rulers.

The presence of following &&vahna rulers is evident in
Vidarbha from their coin finds:

Ra fo Siri Chimuka

Ra fio Siri Sdav hana

Ra fo Siri Stakar i or Ra fio Siri Sdakar i

Ra fio Siri Sti

Ra fo Siri
Kausikiputa

Ra fio Siri Yajfia Stakar i

Ra fo Siri Siri Puum vi

Ra fio Siri Skanda Sakar i

. Ra fio Siri Ku bha Stakar i

10.Ra fio Siri ivasiri Puum vi

11.Ra fio Siri Kar a Stakar i

12.Ra fio Siri aka Stakar i

13.Ra fio Siri Rudra Stakar i

14.Ra fio Siri Mah S takar i

15.Ra fio Siri Vijaya Stakar i.

agbrwbdE

Kochhiputa Sakari or Ra fio Siri

©Co~NO
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THE COINS OF THE P RATAR JAS: A
SYNTHESIS

Pankaj Tandoh

It seems fitting that, at a seminar organized tehrate the 100

anniversary of the Numismatic Society of Indiarégent a paper that
offers a solution to a problem even older thanSbeiety. In 1905, E.
J. Rapson published a small group of five coinscvhie identified

as ‘Coins with reverse type “Svastik&. The coins were unified by
the presence on their reverses of a central sveastikrounded by a
circular legend. However, they differed in othespects. The first



two coins, which were of silver, featured a bright on the obverse
and a reverse legend in Bmi letters. The third and fourth coins,
also of silver, had a bufft on the obverse and the circular legends
were in Kharoshthi characters. Finally, the fifthirg which was
made of copper, showed a standing figure facinigtr@nd a reverse
legend of Kharoshthi characters. The problems pbyeithese coins
were: Who issued these coins? Did they belong exsamies? In what
order were they issued? When and where were thagd®

Rapson noted that a coin similar to the first twayned by Mr
Rawlins, had been published by Vincent Smith in BAB97 and
that Smith had assigned the coin (on which he “tiollly’ read the
name Arjuna) to the Saurashtran series, presumalglgning the
dynasty we now call the Western Kshatrapas. HoweRapson
rejected this attribution, on the grounds thatrs=mblance between
the two series was not sufficient and that the @nawice of the
swastika coins, Jhelum in the Punjab, suggestddtieacoins were
issued in that general area rather than in Saueashtowever,
Rapson himself was unable to make any definitivigibation,
arguing only that the dynasty was probably oneesBRn or Parthian
princes or satraps ruling somewhere in northerrjduihe Persian
connection arose from the partial reading of tlgetels on the third
and fourth coins which indicated that they wereauésk by a king
whose father's name was Bagapharna, a name cléarijan in
origin.

Some progress on understanding these coins was matihe
interim, but it is only now, over 100 years latérat we can finally
answer all of the questions posed by Rapson’s pahékherjee had
worked out in his 1972 monograpthat the coins were issues of a
tribe called the Ratas or Pradas, as the phrastarataraja was
clearly visible on one of Rapson’s coins. Senidlected more coins
of the series and made some progress in identifgliffgrent types
and proposing readings of the legends. But it wdg within the last
five years that true solutions to the problems weted. In a 2006
paper, | proposed readings for all of the knownnsotarrying
Br hm legends, identifying five issuing kings and sudipes a
relative and absolute chronology for th&rm a 2007 paper, Harry
Falk finally read correctly for the first time most the Kharoshthi
legends, although he was unable to create a clugydior the
coins® Finally, in a 2009 paper, | identified two morenggs and
proposed a relative and absolute chronology foetitize serie§.

In this paper, | will summarise the results from tayo earlier
papers and that of Falk, presenting for the fiistet the entire
sequence of coins in a unified catalogue. | wibgbresent some new
discoveries that help to tie up a few loose endé¢ ttad been left
behind by the earlier research. One discovery esléd the tribal
name and will be discussed in the next section|enthie others are
concerned with the sequence of the standing kipgsty(Rapson’s
fifth coin) and will be discussed in the contexttbE numismatic
sequence. Finally, | will present some more dedaiféormation on
the coin sequences of individual kings, making i§icgmnt progress
towards a complete chronological picture for thimage as a whole.

The name of the tribe

There has been some ambiguity on the name of ithe ttnat issued
Rapson’s coins because the Indian literary sowsoggetimes name a
tribe called thé® ratasand sometimes the radas’ These do seem
to be alternative spellings of the same name (ratten different
names) because the two different spellings havemlegen seen in
the same list of tribes, and the tribe’s name (ivaeas thé® ratas
or theP radag appears along with the same group of other tribes
such as the Yavanas, the Pahlavas, the Kambojdss@ann. It has
therefore seemed reasonable to suppose that thesendeed
alternative spellings of the same name rather thamames of two
different tribes.

Nevertheless, that has so far been a suppositomatter how
reasonable it might seem. On all published coinfagathe name of
the tribe has beeR rata. However, | have now discovered a few
coins, from very late in the series, where theatribame has been

16

spelledP rada. One such coin is shown in Figure 1. We see the
legend on this coin, starting at about 2:30, amadiregy counter-
clockwise:

Datayolasa Datarvha(rnaputrasa Pa)radarafeerminalsamissing).

The letterda in the tribal name (at about 4 o’clock on the ¢aian
be compared with the same letter in the king's namd in the
patronymic, and the reading is clearly definiti@hronologically,
this coin could be among the last ones to be isgudte series, and
so it is possible that the conventional spellingttoé tribal name
actually changed t& rada, or this might simply represent a variant
spelling contributed by the die cutter. In any casiace we also
know of coins of Datayola Il where the tribal nammepelledP rata,
any remaining doubts that these might not be altara spellings for
the name of the same tribe can now be dispellex/érr

Figure 1: Coin of Datayola Il with tribal name Pada

The location of the tribal lands

Vincent Smitff had assigned this coinage to the Surat distriche
associated it with a P d river mentioned in an inscription found in
Nasik. Rapson, on the basis of the Jhelum digtrictenance of the
British Museum’s coins, assumed the tribal landstrhave been
somewhere in that area, and this assumption wastansed by
Mukherjee. However, it is now quite clear that eata kingdom
was in the north-eastern part of what is now thkideani state of
Balochistan, perhaps extending into southern Afggtan.

There are several pieces of evidence that suphisrtassertion.
Firstly, and most importantly, the coins appeaimthe market these
days with some frequency are said to be found piiynan the
Loralai district of Balochistan. Secondly, buttiegsthis informal
evidence is the fact that Sir Aurel Stein had disted some pottery
shards in that same area in 1926-27 and Sten Kanoreading the
inscriptions on these shards, had found they meedi@a king named
Shahi Yolamird&. Yolamira is also the name of the king whose coins
are the earliest ones from ther&tar ja series, thus confirming that
the tribe did control the Loralai region in ancig¢imtes. Thirdly, this
location is very consistent with a wide array ofedary and
inscriptional sources. Mukherjee had reviewed gdanumber of
classical sources which mentioned this tribe. Itswaentioned
earliest by Herodotus, who located the tribe inNedean region of
northern Iran. Successive authors, such as Stisidoye of Charax,
and the author of the Periplus, located the trilmthér and further
east, suggesting an eastward migration, until ifin@tolemy, in his
Geography located them in the interior of Gedrosia (i.e.,
Balochistan) in the first century. The Indian s@s@lways mention
the Pradas or Pratas in conjunction with other western tribes such
as the Yavanas, the Sakas and the Pahlavas, enduite clear the
tribe was claimed to live west of the river Inddsvo Sasanian
inscriptions mention the land of therBdas and associate it with
Turan and Makuran, both of which were in BalochistAnd it is
possible that references to the tribe are alsoddnnsome Chinese
sources such as titou Hanshuand the writings of Xuandang. The
location in north-eastern Balochistan and its imiated vicinity is
consistent with all these sour¢8sThus it is veritably certain that this
is the area where the atas ruled and where they issued their coins.



The Numismatic Sequence

In this section, | will present all of the knownircdypes of the series
in what | believe to be the most likely chronoladiorder. In the

discussion of each king's coinage, | will point ¢é reasons why |
have chosen the particular order that | have. Tiescare presented
in a table illustrating each coin and providingesthelevant details.

Yolamira

The first king in the numismatic sequence is narethmira, and
his coins also name his father, Bagareva. We knolar¥ira is the
first king in the series because all other kingshs can be placed in
a logical sequence following him. The typical ledeon Yolamira’'s
coins reads:
Yolamirasa Bagarevaputrasa Ratar jasa
(coin) of Yolamira, son of Bagareva,ata king.

Note the use of the genitive case, representetidogiiffixsaon each
word. The language of the legend is Kit, and the script used is
Br hm. Both the names contained in the legend are naniarigin.
The nameBagareva means “rich god,” whileYolamira means
“warrior Mithra.” Mithra was the Iranian solar dgitwho may be
familiar to readers from Kushan coins, where hkniswn as Miiro,
Miro or Meiro.

It appears that Bagareva did not issue any coinagehave not
yet found any coins issued by him. Thus the se@smences with
Yolamira. Yolamira’s coins can be divided into thrgroups, which
are likely to have been issued at different paimtsme. The coins in
the first group (coins 1-4 in the table) are unibsdthe fact that the
king depicted on the obverse is bearded. Coindd12aa drachm and
hemi-drachm, were clearly carved by the same haddaathe same
time; the style is very close, down to the retrdgrdetterja in the
reverse legend. Coins 3 and 4, both quarter drachrtishemiobols
which share an obverse die, display a slightlyedéht style but still
depict a bearded king; thus | have chosen to irclieem in this
group.

Group 2 (coins 5 and 6) clearly belong togetheeyTéxhibit the
same style of bust, now clean-shaven, the san®r ligttms on the
reverse legend, and swastikas that now turn tdefheather than to
the right as did the swastikas on the coins of grbuSimilarly, the
coins of group 3 (coins 7 and 8) also clearly bgltrgether. Again,
the style of bust is very similar, and quite distifrom the busts of
groups 1 and 2, the swastikas now turn to the rigjdtin, and the
letter forms are virtually identical. The entirgénd is retrograde on
these coins, further cementing the identity ofghaup.

Looking just at the busts on the coins, one wowdddmpted to
place the coins of group 3 last in the sequence¢haslean-shaven
busts of groups 1 and 2 make the king appear youhigsvever, it is
clear that the portraits on the coins are notlie; as they are so
dissimilar as to appear to be portraits of differeren. Further, the
coins of group 3 must be the last ones in the sezpjas the obverse
dies of the group 3 coins were re-used by the ssocekings. Since
the group 2 coins show a clean-shaven king, asegtoup 3 coins,
they seem to logically belong closer in time toup@® than do the
group 1 coins. | have, therefore, elected to ptheegroup 1 coins
first in the sequence.

There is a further reason for placing group 2 afteup 1, having
to do with coin 5A. This coin is my invention; naich coin has
actually been found. But | assert that such a eoiust have been
issued. Although the standard denomination of thersissues is the
drachm, of approximately 3.65 gm, three subsequkinigs
(Hvaramira, Mirahvara and Kozana, coins 19, 27 40y issued
double-weight didrachms. What is remarkable abbesé coins is
that, although they are separated in time by aBOub 40 yearghey

all use the same obverse di&hat is even more remarkable is that

the die they use must have been issued by Yolasoinze 30 to 40
years earlier than Hvaramira. This is clear becahsestyle of the
didrachm die of the later kings matches the stf¢aamira’s group
2 coins. Compare the obverses of coin 5A (wheravetinserted the
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obverse of coin 27, the didrachm of Mirahvara) amwin 5 of
Yolamira. It would be obvious to any observer thatse two dies
have been carved by the same hand at the sameRimther, the
style of the didrachm obverse die does not match @win of
Hvaramira, the first king for whom we have an attidrachm. It is,
therefore, quite clear that the first didrachms trhave been issued
by Yolamira. Coin 5A is an attempt to recreate whath a coin must
have looked like. | have matched here the obvef®®in 27 and an
enlarged reverse of coin 5. Since the style ofdineerse die closely
matches the style of the obverse of coin 5, it seemasonable to
suppose that the reverse of coin 5A would resertii#ereverse of
coin 5.

What does this have to do with the order of theugs® Clearly
Yolamira’'s (anticipated) didrachm belongs with gvoR. My first
inclination was to treat this as evidence that graumust have been
sequentially first, as it seemed logical that thepecial issue”
didrachm may have been issued at the time of thg'kiaccession.
However, in looking at the known didrachms of theet later kings
and as | will show in detail later, | found that mo case was the
didrachm issued as part of the first drachm isstliée didrachms
were all issued as part of a second or later isf@ach of the three
kings. Thus it seemed reasonable to suppose thdamifa’s
didrachms, and hence all his group 2 coins, wetepad of a first
issue. The group 1 coins were, therefore, logicist, followed by
groups 2 and 3. This organization has the furtheues of placing
contiguously the coins featuring the clean-shawtrait.

Yolamira issued quarter drachms or trihemiobolsn&® and 4)
that are important for a couple of reasons. Cdieadures a four-line
legend rather than the circular legend we see ost mains. This
gives us insight into the intended order of womighe legend. It is
customary when presenting the coins of the Wedtatmtrapas to
place the patronymic portion of the legend priorthe king’'s own
portion. Following this pattern, Yolamira’s legendould read:
Bagarevaputrasa Ratar jasa YolamirasaHowever, the legend on
the quarter dinar puts the king’s name on the itop, ind the legend
reads: Yolamirasa Bagarevaputrasa Ratar jasa This, therefore,
app?'lars to be the intended order of words on tlmilar legends
also:

Coin 4 has a shortened legend. Although the elggend is not
on the flan, it appears to readolamira ShahiThis is an important
corroboration of a piece of archaeological evideanethe Pratas.
As was mentioned earlier, some pottery shards ranShahi
Yolamirawere found in the Loralai area by Sir Aurel St&in926-
27. This provides solid evidence supporting therimfal reports that
the coins naming Yolamira, including one giving hine title Shahj
that are said to come from the Loralai area, d@éh come from that
region. And this is an important component of thguaent that the
P rata kingdom was indeed in that region.

It is worth noting at this point that the metrologstablished by
Yolamira was quite robust and lasted approxima8glyyears. The
detailed metrological analysis of the silver, Bn legend coins was
presented in my first pap& The drachms in my sample weighed an
average of approximately 3.65 gm, the hemi-drachpmoximately
1.77 gm, and the quarter drachms 0.90 gm. Thus gegms to have
been quite a tight metrology at theréta mint.

Bagamira

Yolamira was succeeded by his (presumably oldest) Bagamira.
Bagamira’s coins (see coin 9) are the rarest oflamy in the Prata
series; he is known from only two coins, both strfrom the same
dies. The important point, though, is that the obeedie used on
Bagamira’s coins is the die Yolamira had used om G&'* The
legend on the coins reads:
Bagamirasa Yolamiraputrasa Patar jasa

Since Bagamira used only Yolamira's obverse die,sé#ems
reasonable to suppose that he followed Yolamiraotider son of
Yolamira, named Arjuna, also used the die from @&ibut then also
issued other drachms using freshly cut dies. Trusihist have come



later. Judging by the lack of new dies, and thecitawf his coinage,
Bagamira must have had a very short reign.

In Bagamira’s name, we see a pattern that contithresighout
the dynasty: the names of the kings often use wawtls borrowed
from previous kings’ names. In Bagamira’s casehlvobt words are
borrowed: Baga (god) from his grandfather, Bagareva, akiita
(Mithra) from his father, Yolamira. The narBagamirathen simply
means “Lord Mithra.”

Arjuna
Bagamira was succeeded by his younger brother nArjWe know
from Arjuna’s coin legends that he was another aoviolamira; his
legends read:

Arjunasa Yolamiraputrasa Patar jasa
We can conclude that he followed Bagamira from fdet that he
also re-used the Yolamira die from coin 7, but thko used freshly
cut dies later in his reign. Thus it would not bgital for Bagamira
to have come later.

Arjuna’s name is very untypical of thefata series. It is one of
only two (out of fifteen) names that is not Irankaut Indian. It seems
reasonable to suppose that Arjuna’s mother wasaindrhis points
to another plausible supposition: that theaa kings had multiple
wives.

| have divided Arjuna’s coins into three groupsthaligh a
further sub-division would be possible. The firsbgp (coins 10 and
11) consists of drachms and hemi-drachms on whifima has used
his father’s dies. The drachm (coin 10) uses Yalatidie from coin
7 (also used by Bagamira on coin 9) and the heattin (coin 11)
uses the Yolamira die from coin 8. Coins 10 andlsb show a clear
affinity on the reverses. The swastikas turn tortglet and the letter
forms are virtually identical. The reverse dies avelearly cut at the
same time by the same hand. These coins must le@vetbe earliest
of Arjuna’s reign, because they use Yolamira’s dies

Coins of group 2 (coins 12-15) must have been &dater in
Arjuna’s reign. These coins are united by the tiefing swastikas
on the reverses. Coins 12 and 13 must have bedirghissues from
this group. Coin 12 is a new drachm die, similarsigle to the
Yolamira die used on coin 10. Coin 13 is a hemidm, which still
uses the Yolamira die used by Arjuna on his eartigue (coin 11).
But coin 13 must have been issued along with c@irtHey share the
new leftward orientation of the swastika and alsbildt similar
letter forms that are different from those usedtancoins of group 1.
Coin 14 must have come next; it is also a hemitdrathat uses the
same reverse die as coin 13 but a new obverseCdia. 15 must
have come even later. It is another hemi-drachrh wéw obverse
and reverse dies. The reverse die still has the leftihg swastika
and the letter forms have degraded somewhat. Ttier Isa is
particularly unusual, but so are thandja.

Finally, coin 16 forms a separate “group” and waebpbly
Arjuna’s last issue. This is a drachm that re-ubesdie from coin
12, but has a new reverse die on which the swattika to the right.
The letter forms on this coin are very precise aledirly show no
similarity to the letter forms of any other Arjunain.

Hvaramira
Arjuna was followed by Hvaramira, yet another sbiYolamira. His
legends read:
Hvaramirasa Yolamiraputrasa Patar jasa

The nameHvaramiraagain uses the root woldira (for Mithra) but
introduces the new root woldvara, which refers to the glory of the
sun. The word is no doubt related to the Iraniamcept ofkhvareno
which Rosenfield describes as “a supernatural baloich may take
the form of fire, a part of the all-illuminating &eenly light which is
common to all divinities and which lights a greainpe.”* In the
Kushan pantheon, the personification of tkliwarenowas the deity
Pharro. The nameHvaramira could be interpreted to mean “glorious
Mithra.”

We can infer that Hvaramira was the youngest ofaxfota’s
three known sons (or, at least, was the latesh®flree to rule) by
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the fact that he did not use any of Yolamira's dibst did use
Arjuna’s last drachm die. Further, no coins arevimdor any sons of
Bagamira or Arjuna, but two of Havramira’s sonsiex$ coins. Thus
it appears that Hvaramira succeeded Arjuna and thes in turn
succeeded by his son.

Hvaramira’s coins can be divided into three groupscept for
the unique di-drachm (coin 19), all his known ccéme drachms; no
fractional coins are known. The drachms from gréupoins 17 and
18, must have been early issues as they re-usérjimea die of coin
16. The first drachm from group 2, coin 20, showbust that is
stylistically very similar to the Arjuna die of ¢oil6, notably in the
use of horizontal stripes on the chest, but reptssa new die. The
letter forms on the reverse, however, are quitéedint. They are
relatively crude. A particularly noticeable letiisrta, whose lower
curved portion is almost reduced to a horizonta.liThe same sorts
of letter forms are also visible on the didrachmincl9, which is
why it seems logical to group it with coin 20. ThH&lrachm, as
already discussed, uses an obverse die very sitimlatyle and
execution to Yolamira’s drachm die from coin 5hink we can be
quite sure, therefore, that the di-drachm die af @ was originally
made for a Yolamira issue of which we have not fgeind any
examples. This must have been a special issue mé dond. My
original impulse was to assume that this must Heeen a coronation
issue, but it is quite clear that Hvaramira’s dana was not issued
at the time of the first drachm issues. Rathewas issued later, in
conjunction with the drachms like coin 20. The sapstern is
visible in the cases of the two other known di-tiras in the serie¥.

It could be that the Pata king was crowned only some time after
coming to power, or it could be that these coinsewdctory issues
of some kind. This could account for the fact tvatdo not have di-
drachms for all of the kings; it is possible sonfichem never issued
any, if the occasion for their issue did not aiis@ny given king’s
reign.

The last coin in group 2, coin 21, shows a reverstomore well-
formed letters. | have chosen to list it after sol® and 20 because it
seems to represent a new-style obverse. The fioalpgconsists of
just coin 22, another new drachm die which cleddjongs last in
Hvaramira’s reign because the die was re-used Bysbn and
successor, Mirahvara. Note that the letter formsan 22 are quite
similar to those on coin 21, further buttressing idea of placing the
latter coin late in group 2. Both these coins sfi&l father's name as
Yodamirarather thanYolamira This was also true of coin 18, and
may have been true on coins 19 and 20 as wellvé hat seen an
example of these types where the father’'s namieaslg legible.

Mirahvara

Hvaramira was succeeded by his son Mirahvara. Wawkthis
because we have drachms of Mirahvara (see coithaBlse the die
from Hvaramira’s coin 22. They bear the legend:

Mirahvarasa Hvaramiraputrasa Ratar jasa

The nameMirahvara is made up of the same two root words as
Hvaramira Whether they have the same meaning is not exactly
known; perhapdirahvara could be interpreted to mean “the glory
of Mithra.”

| have divided the coins of Mirahvara into threeugs. The first
group, consisting of coins 23-26, includes the kinag that use the
Hvaramira die (coins 23 and 26), and hemi-drachmd quarter
drachms (or trihemiobols) that use dies of Yolanaind Arjuna! The
hemidrachms (coin 24) use the hemidrachm die c&Maia’s coin 8,
which was also then used by Arjuna (coins 11 angd @2 do not
have any hemi-drachms of Hvaramira. The quartectuna® (coin
25) use the hemi-drachm die of Arjuna’s coin 14ailgwe have no
quarter drachms of Hvaramira. Thus it appears Maghvara
reintroduced the fractional coinage that had lapkethg the reign of
Hvaramira. The coins of this group are united by ltter forms of
the reverse legends. They all have a complex fdrithe letterha
and an acutely angled lower stroke on the letteiThey come early
in the reign because of the drachm die identityhwihe coin of



Hvaramira. | have listed coin 26 last because @f lgft-turning
swastika. It seems likely that that reverse die masufactured after
the very first issues 23-25, which featured thatrimrning swastika.
Group 2 of Mirahvara’'s coinage contains the di-drac(coin
27), a drachm with an entirely new die (coin 28} &@mi-drachms
(coins 29 and 30) that continue using the obverige used by
Yolamira and Arjuna and then by Mirahvara on coin Bhese coins
are all united by the letter forms, which are venyooth and stylish.
The form ofha has reverted to its original simple shape andaiver

last king to issue coins with an appreciable sileentent. He
undertakes the first serious reform of the weightidard maintained
by all the previous kings. Finally, he solidifidsettransition to coins
depicting the king as crowned rather than bare-egadhus the
coinage underwent a considerable transformatioh Witzana and
this suggests that the time may have been markecbbgiderable
change in the overall environment as well.

The fact that Kozana's coinage has so many transiti
characteristics makes it quite clear that his qpntollows that of

stroke onsa has once again become a smooth curve. The didrachmMiratakhma, even though no direct familial link available. The

of course, uses the didrachm die used by Hvaraonireoin 19. The
reverse swastika turns left as on coin 26; howetar,letter forms
separate the didrachm from this coin and conneitt @oins 28-30.
Thus clearly the didrachm was once again struck later emission
rather than in Mirahvara’s inaugural issue.

The late-reign issues of group 3 consist of a dra@toin 31) and
a hemidrachm. The drachm uses the same die a28pimhich was
a freshly cut die for Mirahvara. The reason we oarsure this coin is
late is that the die by this time had developedr@nment crack
running almost vertically down the middle of thercdrhe coin can
be paired with the hemi-drachm because of the ndigtie letter
forms. The hemi-drachm (coin 32) uses the sameadieall of
Mirahvara’s earlier hemi-drachms, the die he haldeiited from
Yolamira and Arjuna.

Miratakhma

Miratakhma was Mirahvara’s (presumably younger)ttieo and he
succeeded him. Again, we know this from the die cmabf
Miratakhma'’s first issue, coin 33, which used thacked Mirahvara
die of coin 31. The legend on the coin reads:

Miratakhmasa Hvaramiraputrasa Patar jasa

The nameMiratakhmauses the familiar root wondira, along with a
new root word takhma which means “strong, heroic.” Thus,
Miratakhmawould mean “heroic Mithra.”

Miratakhma’s coins are quite rare, although heofiiced at least
two other drachm dies that we know of. The firserson coin 34, is
quite different stylistically from all previous ¢, particularly in the
treatment of the hair, which is depicted as lond fowing. The
second die, seen on coins 35 and 36, is radically it turns the bust
to the left in contrast to all previousrata coins where the bust faced
right. Further, the new die shows the king wearngeaked tiara
along with his diadem; all previous coins showedbaae-headed,
diademed king. Thus this type introduces two neatues to the
obverse design, features which are continued in shiesequent
coinage. Coin 35 introduces a radical new featur¢he reverse as
well: the legend is in Sanskrit as opposed to Rraks the legend
reads:

Miratakhmasya Hvaramiraputrasya Rata (sic! r jasyamissing).

This feature was not repeated on any subsequerg.coi

As far as the ordering of the later issues of Mihma is
concerned, | had no strong reason to place coiea@Her or later
than coins 35 and 36, since both types are echoé&tar coinage. |
elected to place coins 35 and 36 last because thewovation
persisted in the coinage of a number of subseddegs.

With Miratakhma, the well-defined tree of @ta kings, with
brothers and sons following older brothers and eiath ends. No
coins are known of any kings who announce theindia to be
Miratakhma or Mirahvara. Thus the constructiontaf tamily tree of
kings, and their order of succession, is a littlerenspeculative.
Nevertheless, | suspect strong arguments can be toaslipport the
construction laid out in the following sections.

Kozana

Kozana (whose name had previously been read ak&yshly Senior
in his catalogue of Indo-Scythian coins) marks savieansitions in

the coinage of the [Patar jas. He is the last king to issue any coins

with Br hm legends, switching then to Kharoshthi. He is dts®
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legend on Kozana’s coins reads:
Kozanasa Bagavharnaputrasamtar jasa

His father, Bagavharna, is unknown from any presvi@moinage.
However, the name seems very consistent with thderpa
established by the previous six kings. It contaiwe root words:
Baga or god, which we had seen in the nanegareva and
Bagamira andvharna which may be related to the root wdrdara,
seen in the namddvaramira andMirahvara. Bagavharnacould be
taken to mean “the glory of god.” Judging by theneal believe it is
quite possible that Bagavharna was Bagamira’'s sah therefore
cousin to Mirahvara and Miratakhma. We do not kribes meaning
of the nameKozana although Falk has suggested that it might be
related to the nami€ujula known from the Kushan series.

Kozana's first coin (coin 37) is a silver hemi-dnat with a
Br hm legend. Presumably a drachm must have also bseeds
although the issue was rather small, judging by dbercity of the
coins; there is only one example known of this tyfids was the last
Br hm legend coin in the Patar ja series. The bust on this coin was
the conventional bare-headed, diademed bust faigihy

The second group of coins (coins 38 and 39) arditecoins to
feature a legend in Kharoshthi. The coins followe ttonventional
weight standard, with the drachm weighing a notié&5 gm, and
the hemi-drachm approximately 1.82 gm. However, ¢bes are
very different stylistically, and this suggestsytheay not have been
issued at the same time. The drachm (coin 38) Ifesita diademed,
bare-headed bust right in a style reminiscent ofrabkhma’s
unusual die of coin 34. The hemi-drachm (coin 39),the other
hand, features a crowned bust left, similar in gleso Miratakhma’s
coins 35 and 36. It is conceivable that coin 3%iatt belongs to the
subsequent series which was on a reduced weighdasi@, but the
celator mistakenly used an old blank belonginght® ¢onventional
weight standard.

The third and final group of Kozana’'s coinage (sof#®-42) is on
a reduced weight standard. The first coin in treugris a didrachm
that uses the same die as the didrachms of Hvageoin 19) and
Mirahvara (coin 27), although Kozana's didrachm ghsi 5.05 gm,
as opposed to 7.53 gm and 6.76 gm. for the previsagidrachms.
Thus Kozana's didrachm clearly belongs to a redueszight
standard, where the notional weight of a drachmhimlzge around
2.50 gm. Most known drachms, however, weigh leas this. Coin
41 weighs 2.23 gm, and the hemi-drachm (coin 42)he=1.04 gm.
Thus, it is slightly unclear what exactly the newight standard was,
but it is clear that there was a new, reduced weitgindard.

The other feature of the new series worth notinghist the
obverse features a diademed bust left crowned avifieaked tiara,
following the last coin type of Miratakhma. Thiylst of bust persists
through the next couple of reigns.

Bhimarjuna

Although we know of coins of Kozana's son, Koziyabelieve
Kozana was not succeeded by his son, but by a kimged
Bhimarjuna, son of Yolatakhma. The legend on hisxoeads:

Bhimarjunasa Yolatakhmaputrasamtar jasa

We have no prior knowledge of either of these nanses the
relationship of Bhimarjuna to the otherrBta kings is speculative.
Nevertheless, it seems very reasonable to suppaseBhimarjuna
was a direct descendant of Arjuna. His name induthee name



Arjuna combined with the name of Bhima, another heroind@aa
brother from theMah bh rata. Since no coins of any son of Arjuna
were known, it is quite possible that Yolatakhmaswajuna’s son..
This would be quite logical in that the naMelatakhmas made up

of the root wordsyola, meaning “war” and present in the name of

Arjuna’s father, Yolamira, anthkhma meaning “heroic” and present
in the name of Arjuna’s nephew Miratakhma.

If my theories are correct, the narrative of regaicession in the
P ratar ja dynasty could indicate an extended family envinent in
which cousins would be treated as brothers. Yolaméad three sons,
Bagamira, Arjuna, and Hvaramira, who ruled in thiaer. Bagamira
and Arjuna may have died relatively young eitheotiyh disease,
war, or family intrigue. Neither of their sons akaown to have
issued coins, as Hvaramira was followed in turrtvy of his sons,
Mirahvara and Miratakhma. But Miratakhma was folémiv by
Kozana, who may well have been Bagamira’'s grand&ad. he, in
turn, was followed by Bhimarjuna, who may well hdeen Arjuna’s
grandson. Only after Bhimarjuna’s presumed dealtkaéizana’s son,
Koziya, come to the throne.

Why do | believe Kozana was succeeded not by s by
Bhimarjuna? There are three reasons:

1. Kozana's coins were all in silver, while Koziya'sios are all
in copper. Bhimarjuna’s coins seem to have a rafgere are
a few coins that are silvery in appearance, so@aedte a very
clear billon, while others that are largely copp€hus the
transition from silver to copper seems to have nakéace
during Bhimarjuna’s reign, suggesting that it ocedr in
between the reigns of Kozana and Koziya.

2. The style of Bhimarjuna'’s coins seems to be quiteecto that
of Kozana’s, while Koziya’s seems more distincte8fically,
the size of the head on Kozana's coins is relatisatall, while
it is quite large on Koziya's coins. The size ofthead on
Bhimarjuna’s coins is relatively small.

3. The weight of Kozana's low-weight-standard drachiss
approximately 2.25 gm. My sample of 35 drachms o
Bhimarjuna had an average weight of 1.95 gm, whilg
sample of 91 drachms of Koziya had an average weigh.66
gm. It seems, therefore, that a steady devaluatibrthe
currency was taking place in this period, firsttfire transition
from silver to copper and then in the weight redwrctof the
copper drachms.

Bhimarjuna’s coins, being largely of copper, ariiclilt subjects for

die analysis because the coins are generally noteiry good
condition. | have presented five coins, each féagua different
obverse (and reverse) die. There were probablyr aheerse dies,
but they have proved difficult to identify clearlyhe first coin (coin
42) is a very clear billon and shares the obveirsevth at least one
silvery-looking coin | have seen; thus this mustehheen relatively
early. Coin 43, with the “chubby-cheeked” die, agapears to be a
billon coin. The subsequent coins all appear tadgper coins. They
are arranged in order of declining weight. The lesin, which
features very distinctive letter forms on the reedegend, appears to
be very close to Koziya's first coin (coin 47). $hinay well have
been Bhimarjuna'’s last issue.

Koziya

Bhimarjuna was succeeded by Kozana's son, Koziyaziy&'s

coinage is the most copious of all thedar ja coinage. Not only is
the number of coins the greatest, but so alsoasntimber of coin
types. The table lists 17 coin types for Koziya irfso47-63),
consisting of three denominations, drachm (coin§8&nd 57-59),
hemi-drachm (coin 56) and di-drachm (coins 60-@8) from three
broad periods in his reign. The standard legenlhiaroshthi, is:

Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa Ratar jasa

The coins in the first group, coins 47-52, whichelieve to be the
earliest of the series, are united by their depictof the king as
clean-shaven. To my eye, the face also looks fagiolyng. The first
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coin, coin 47, is very similar in style and letferms to the last
Bhimarjuna issue (coin 46) and is almost certaidbziya's first
issue. Note that the head on this coin is relatiahall and the
shoulders are seen clearly in a roughly proportisize. Thus, this
coin conforms in style to the coins of Bhimarjuiradeed, | suspect
that the die of coin 47 may well be a Bhimarjune, dithough | have
not been able to find a definitive die match. Thesdf coins 46 and
47 are very close, but the condition of the coimevents a clear
determination of whether they form a die match. Téiter forms on
the two coins are also very similar, and seem tohieework of the
same hand.

Coin 48 is similar in style to coin 47, althougte thead is larger
and the shoulders are no longer visible on the.®irt the king is
still shown bare-headed, diademed, and wearingmgplsi peaked
crown. Subsequent coins, numbers 49-51, add aflegarperhaps
attempting to convert the crown to a helmet, ebmugh the peaked
front is still present. It is not clear what theler of these three types
should be; | have placed them in the order of houng the portraits
looked to me, an admittedly subjective and imperfeethod of
ordering them. Finally, coin 52 introduces a nevagm in which the
ear flap has disappeared and the ear is now couwrdtie king's
hair, represented in neat horizontal rows. Note¢ tdmathis coin the
king's shoulders have reappeared. This coin beltaggsn this group
because it is related to subsequent issues.

The second group of coins (coins 53 and 54) coatioudepict
the king as diademed and crowned, with the haanged in rows,
but now show him sporting a moustache. Coin 53 dssiply a
didrachm, as it weighs 2.62 gm, in contrast toaherage weight of
1.66 gm for Koziya's drachms. Another possibilig/that the coin
was struck on an old blank or on another coin. tifilng against this
explanation is the fact that the shoulders areblason this coin,
while they are not on the next coin. Coin 54 idaiaty a drachm of
this type.

Some time during the first or second phases of y&zicoinage,
a new type was introduced: a standing king typelmible weight,
i.e., a di-drachm. Coin 60 is an example of thigetyl have never
seen a specimen of this type that is detailed éndogee whether
the king's face bears a moustache or not, nor Bxachat the
treatment of the hair is, so | have been unabldetermine exactly
when, during the drachm sequence, this di-drachs imaoduced.
What is visible is the peaked crown, indicatingtttids type was
introduced some time during these first two phagesn the drachms
show the king wearing a peaked crown. My suspidiased on what
| can see of the king's image, is that the type wasohiced fairly
early, perhaps even contemporaneously with coin 48.

Coin 60 not only introduced an interesting new tyaed
denomination, it also served as the “Rosetta stambelp Harry Falk
finally read the Kharoshthi legends correctly. Thets because the
coin features not just the Kharoshthi legend orréverse, but also a
short Brhm legend on the obverse: the name of the king, Koziy
The first letterko allowed a re-reading of the first letter of themea
in Kharoshthi, which had been read @m since the letter looked
exactly like the letter pa on the coins of the Indo-Scythian king

palarises’ And the second letter of the Bim legend revealed the
correct reading of the second letter of the Khatuskegend, the
Kharoshthijha. In Br hm, the name was spelledoysiya and it
became clear that the compound legtea represented the sourzd
since Brhm does not have a letter for the non-Indian somAt
Thus the lettejha in the Kharoshthi legend was not meant to be read
literally, but rather it also represented the souwradfor which
Kharoshthi had no symbdi.

In the third phase of Koziya's coinage, the kingnis longer
shown wearing a peaked crown but a tufaRurther, the head on
the drachms (coins 55-59) faces right rather tlefin The face looks
older. Since this fits the chronological sequenoe the portraits do
look like they could be of the same person, one deos if the
portraits of Koziya might be fairly realistic. Img event, the late
“turbaned” series features several types. In cirtlte king is shown



wearing a large diamond-shaped ear-ring. Coin 36eonly known
hemi-drachm of the copper series. Coin 57 has & morate turban
and a large round ear-ring. Coins 58 and 59 featurew element in
front of the king's face; it appears to be a sap@oin 59 features
another variation: the swastika on the reversesttorthe left instead
of the right.

Coins 61-63 are the standing king types that betontlis third
phase. The fact that there are three coins ingitusp as opposed to
only one (coin 60) in the first and second phaseEsdot mean that
the third phase standing king types are more comn@m the
contrary, they are much rarer. There are far maemples of the
coin 60 type, but they differ in only marginal waysm one another.
Coins 61-63 seem to have quite distinctive featuf@sin 61 is
similar to coin 60 except the king now wears a ambCoin 62 has
the king turned to the left as opposed to the right this coin, the
king holds in his right hand a sceptre similartie bne in the right
field of coin 58, while his left hand rests on thié of his sword.
Also, the obverse legend naming the king has méwélde right field
as opposed to the left field on coin 61, and is mowharoshthi as
opposed to Bhm . Further, while the Bhm legend on the obverse
of coins 60 and 61 was in the nominative cakeziya the
Kharoshthi legend on coin 62 is in the genitiveec&®ziyasa Coin
63 follows 62, although the sceptre is thicker, entike the one on
coin 59. Further, on this coin the reverse swasgtikas left as on
coin 59. Thus coins 59 and 63 were probably issnadughly the
same time frame or perhaps even contemporanedisdy. appear to
be the last issues of Koziya.

Datarvharna

No coins are known of any son of Koziya or of Bhijuaa. There
are coins of the standing king type known for twbeo rulers. The
first of these is named Datarvharna, son of Datgythle second is
Datayola, son of Datavharna. The question arisdschwof these
coins comes first? Falk had assumed Datarvharna dast, as he
did not know the name of the second king, only tlatvas a son of
Datarvharna, and | had carried on with this assiongh my 2009
paper. But now that we know that the name of treose king is
Datayola, there exists the possibility that he cdirst. In order to
explain the two sets of coins, one of Datarvhasuwm of Datayola,
and the other of Datayola, son of Datarvharna, eudccjust as easily
have the sequence:

Datarvharna Datayola Datarvharna
with the first Datarvharna known only from Datayselaoin legends,
as the sequence

Datayola Datarvharna Datayola
with the first Datayola known only froifms son’s coins.

Thus the order of these two kings needs to be waref
considered. After doing so, | have come to thengfreonclusion that
Datarvharna comes first and Datayola second, ia Vuith Falk’s
assumption and my earlier treatment. Thus, therst have been
another Datayola (Datarvharna’s father) who did isstie coins as
far as we know. | will outline my argument afteepenting both sets
of coins.

Datarvharna basically issued one standing king thpeé closely
follows the late type of Koziya’'s coin 62. The kirmgshown standing
facing, turned slightly to the left, wearing a tarb holding a sceptre
in his (proper) right hand and the hilt of his sd/aith the left. There
is a Kharoshthi legend in the right field naming thing in the

genitive caseDatarvharnasa All the coins | have seen seem to use

the same obverse die, as on coins 64-66, althdugHdifficult to be
certain about this because of the condition ofcthies. The reverses
vary, however. Coin 64 shows a reverse with thedsted legend in
well-formed letters. Coin 65 has unusual letteet ire mush cruder
in execution, while coin 66 has a variant legeneéreh-alk had read
the title Rajfia | have not seen a coin with a fully legible leddor
this type, but it seems that the reconstructedni@geould probably
be:
Rajfio Datarvharnasa Datayolaputrasa ta.
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This seems unusual as a legend and one wondérs ffitle” Rajfio
is really a mistake for ja at the end oP ratar ja.

The nameDatarvharnais once again made up of two root words,
one of which we have seen before in the names efiqus kings.
The rootvharna represents divine glory. There is some ambiguity
about the meaning of the root wabatar. Falk reasons that it must
mean “creator,” making the nani@atarvharnamean “the glory of
the creator,” but reports that Nicholas Sims-Witlmhas expressed
some reservations about this interpretafion.

We do not have a direct genealogical connectionvdet
Datarvharna and the previous kings of the seriesvever, his name
does contain a root wordi{arng we have seen before, as does his
father's name yla). Further, Datarvharna’'s coin type closely
follows the late type of his predecessor, KoziyherEfore, it seems
plausible that he belonged to the same family datlthe succession
was an orderly one. If he did indeed belong tostme family line, |
would suggest that he may well have been the goendsf
Bhimarjuna; in other words, that his father Datayolvas
Bhimarjuna’'s son. There are two reasons why | ththis is
plausible. Firstly, the root nany®la seems important in this line, as
it is in the names of both Datarvharna’s father afdhis son. The
same root word is also present in the name of Bijima’'s father,
Yolatakhma (and in the name ok grandfathe, Yolamira). Secondly,
placing Datarvharna in Bhimarjuna'’s line in thisynalows him to
belong to the generation just after Koziya's arréfore, renders
him a plausible successor to Koziya. If he wer&aziya's line, he
would have to be his grandson. The root wgsth seems not to be as
important in Koziya’s line (although the patriarchthe dynasty was
named Yolamira and so the roatla would be plausible anywhere in
the family). Further, if he succeeded Koziya butobged to a
generation two levels after Koziya, one would exggs reign to be
relatively long. However, the paucity of dies inetatarvharna
coinage (possibly as low as one) suggests a skigrt.rTherefore, it
seems more plausible to fit him in Bhimarjuna’selirdf course all
this is speculative. Datarvharna may not have lggdnto the old
royal family at all, or, even if he did, could hadescended from
someone totally different.

Datayola Il

The last king in the series was named Datayola, wa® the son of
Datarvharna. | have called him Datayola Il in orderdistinguish
him from Datarvharna’s father. The legend on hissoeads:

Datayolasa Datarvharnaputrasa Patar jasa

although there are a few coins, such as coin &b (s¢en in Figure
1), where the tribal name is spelledrada. Falk has suggested that
the nameéDatayolameans “fighter for the law.”

The coinage of Datayola Il follows closely that@#tarvharna.
The main type (coins 67-72) shows on the obverstaading king
facing, turned to the left, holding a sceptre amdrs hilt, with the
king’'s name in Kharoshthi in the right field. Theverse shows the
usual swastika surrounded by the circular Kharashégend,
although the swastika here sometimes turns to thht rand
sometimes to the left. (The swastika on all knowsing of
Datavharna turns to the right.) Thus, the two seaie very closely
compatible.

One notable feature of Datayola’s coins is thatetere several
known examples of coins that are overstruck on <oifi the
Kushano-Sasanian king, Hormizd | (see coins 69 @gad and
probably 71 also). The undertypes on these coiaseaamples of
Hormizd’'s larger copper coins, Cribb types 34?35These
overstrikes are very important in helping pin dothie dates for the
P ratar ja series.

Apart from the standing king types, which are dahms,
Datayola also issued a bust type in an entirely demomination: a
tetradrachm (coin 73). Further, there is one kn@mopper drachm
(coin 74) featuring a turbaned king, but too crudés execution to
fit into Koziya's issues. The legend on the coinnist legible. |



suspect, judging from the crude execution, that ihialso a coin of
Datayola I, although Datavharna cannot be ruletd ®he fact that
Datayola also experimented with a tetradrachm seersapport the
idea that he might have experimented with a dradBnomination as
well. These seem to be the last coins in the mamt& ja series,
except possibly for the much later type represehyecoin 75.

Unknown king
Coin 75 is an example of one other coin type tbatetimes appears

with other Pratar ja coins and features the reverse swastika typical 4.

of the coins of this series. This would lead onéé¢teve that this is
indeed a Pratar ja coin, perhaps following the coins of Datayola Il
However, | believe this coin was issued much l8tem the coins
discussed so far and may not even be eatBrja coin at all,
although it quite possibly is. There are severakoas for this. The
style of the coin is quite different from other kwo coins of the
series, and the legend appears to be imBr, marking a departure
from the other copper coins of the series. Therldge still unread
and on no coin that | have seen can the tribal naenasserted to be
present. The weight matches the didrachms of thiesséut this coin
features a bust right on the obverse, rather thanstanding king
present on all known didrachms from the rest ofgbees. Finally,
the crown worn by the king on this coin has a nietéeature: a lunar
crescent, possibly topped by a solar disc. Thaésdsown feature first
introduced by the Sasanian king, Yazdegard | (32®:4which was
then copied widely on the coins of the Kushano-Siass and the
Hephthalites. Coin 75 is, therefore, likely to benfi the fifth century,
more than 100 years after Datayola I, since thtedaan be quite
conclusively dated to c. 280-300 on account ofovisrstrikes on the
coins of Hormizd I. This would explain why the caloes not appear
to be a close evolution of Datayola’s coins and whgight not even
be a Pratar ja coin, but a coin of some successor dynasty.

Dating of the Series
| have proposed the following chronology for thed®ar ja series:

Yolamira, c. 125-150
Bagamira, c. 150

Arjuna, c. 150-165
Hvaramira, c. 165-175
Mirahvara, c.175-185
Miratakhma, c. 185-200
Kozana, c. 200-220
Bhimarjuna, c. 220-230
Koziya, c. 230-270
Datavharna, c. 270-280
Datayola Il, c. 280-300

I have discussed elsewh&arguments for dating the series to c.
125-300 of the common era. All the evidence thebuld come up
with is consistent with these dates, and therestang reasons to
actually use these as the approximate dates. Tie &@ument goes
as follows:

1. Overall, the eleven Pata kings who issued coins appear to
belong to seven generations. Bagamira, Arjuna avetainira
belong to one generation as they are all brotlérat reduces
the number of generations by two from the numbekiofs.
Mirahvara and Miratakhma are also brothers; th&t another
generation out. Finally, Bhimarjuna ruled betweathér and
son, Kozana and Koziya, and must have belongedhéo ab
their generations (I have argued he was probablgaKa's
cousin); that is a fourth generation cut from thigioal eleven
kings. Thus we are down to seven generations. dietailed
analysis of a large number of ancient dynagfieshowed that
an average generational length at that time wasnard®5
years. This suggests that the eleven kings, beignigi seven
generations, should fit into a time period apprcadiety 175
years in length.

2. Since Datayola I, the last king in the series,refrack coins of
Hormizd | (270-290), it seems that a date shoifgrahe dates
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of Hormizd would be suitable for Datayola. The dat# c.

280-300 fit that profile.
3. If the series ends in c. 300, the 175 year sparldvsuggest a
start date of ¢. 125. Since Yolamira uses the ®hahion the
pottery shards analyzed by Sten Korfdve, date for that king
around the time of Kanishka I, or shortly thereafteeems
reasonable, since it was Kanishka who revived fislead title.
Hence the start of Yolamira's reign to ep 125 seems
reasonable.
The use of patronymics on therBtar ja coinage was probably
influenced by the similar usage on the coins of \testern
Kshatrapas. The first ruler of that dynasty to aggatronymic
was Chastana, who is dated toae. 75. So the dates | am
proposing for the Ratar jas are consistent with this.

5. Most Western Kshatrapa coins show only the rulleead, but
there are certain rare coins of Rudmadn (ruled 130-150) that
show the shoulders in a manner very similar tatbatment on
the Pratarja coins. This suggests a rough contemporaneity
beyween Yolamira and Rudradan.

6. The weight of the Ratarja silver drachm before Kozana's
monetary reform was approximately 3.65 gm. Thieagrvery
well with the weight of the Parthian drachm durthg second
century.

7. The standing king type introduced by Koziya feaduttee king
wearing a knee length tunic with a gracefully canreemline.
This style of tunic was featured on Kushan coinstfe first
time by Kanishka Il (the coinage of his predeces¥asudeva
I, always featured a straight hemline), who ruled®®27-247.
These dates agree very well with my proposed ddt230-270
for Koziya.

8. There are several paleographic features on thatd ja coin
legends that agree with the dating to thtahd 3 centuries.

For all these reasons, the dating of the dynasty. tt?5-300 seems
very reasonable.

Conclusion

In this paper, | have synthesized some of my eanl@k and that of
Harry Falk on the Ratarja coinage, providing for the first time a
complete dynastic chronology for these coins. lehalso, for the
first time, provided a detailed sequential analyeisthe coinage of
each of the eleven kings, thereby creating a @etashronology of
the numismatic sequence. At this point, the taslamdlyzing and
ordering this coinage is substantially complete.

We are, therefore, now in a position to answer dhestions
posed by Rapson in his JRAS paper back in 1905.cbires with
“reverse type svastika” that he considered wereailis belonging to
the Pratar ja series, issued by the kings of that dynasty ratwis
now northeastern Balochistan during the secondthind centuries.
His coins were numbered 4-8. Coin 4 is a silver ideachm of
Yolamira, similar to coin 2 in the tabfé.His coin 5 is almost
certainly a silver drachm of Mirahvara, similardoin 23 in the table
below, with which it shares an obverse HieRapson’s coin 6 is a
reduced-weight silver drachm of Kozana, similaotw coin 41, and
his coin 7 is a full-weightife., pre-reform) silver hemidrachm of the
same ruler, similar to our coin §§Finally, his coin 8 is a standing
king type of Koziya similar to coin 60 in the taldelow. Thus can
Rapson’s century-old mystery be finally laid totres
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1. Yolamira s/o Bagareva (cab 125-150)

Yolamirasa Bagarevaputrasa Rtar jasa
Early issues
Coin 1 (412.05) Silver drack

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around: @1Ylelamirasa
Bagarevaputasa Ratar ja (ja retrograde)

3.72 g, 16 mm.

Coin 2 (585.03) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around: @1Yblamirasa
Bagarevaputasa Ratar ja (ja retrograde)

1.77 g, 13 mm.

Coin 3 (465.14) Silver quarter drac

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev: Four-line legend:Yolamira / sa Bagareva / putrasa i /
tar jasa

0.89 ¢ 10 mn

Coin 4 (365.10) Silver quarter drac

Obv: Bust Right(same die as coin :

Rev: Three-line legendYola / mirasa /
Shahisa

0.97 g, 11 mm

Mid-reign issues

Coin 5A Silver d-drachm (not see

No such coin has been seen, but such a coin mustbdeen issued
(see text)



Coin 5 (548.03) Silver Drach

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @1Mulamirasa
Bagarevaputasa Ratar jasa

3.56 g, 16 mm

Coin 6 (365.07) Silver hel-drachn

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @1Malamirasa
Bagarevaputasa Ratar jasa

1.81 g, 14 mm

Late-reign issues

Retrograde leger

Coin 7 (644.85) Silver Drach

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ Mulamirasa
Bagarevaputrasa Ratar jasa(legend retrograde!)
4.04 ¢ 15 mn

Coin 8 (642.01) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ Mulamirasa
Bagarevaputrasa Ratar jasa(legend retrograde!)
1.82¢ 12 mn

2. Bagamira s/o Yolamira (cAp 150)

Bagamirasa Yolamiraputrasa Patar jasa

Coin 9 (van't Haaft) Silver dract
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Obv: Bust Right(same die as coin 7)
Rev:Swastika R, legend around: @ 1Ba&gamirasa
Yolamiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.66 g, 15 mm

3. Arjuna s/o Yolamira (c. AD 150-165)

Arjunasa Yolamiraputrasa Patarajasa
Early issues

Coin 10 (477.21) Silver drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coins 7, 9)
Rev:Swastika Right, legend around @®%trjunasa
Yolamiraputrasa Pra (legend truncated)

4.46 ¢, 16 mn

Coin 11 (465.12) Silver herdrachn

Obv: Bust Right(same die as coin 8)
Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ 18njunasa
Yolamiraputrasa Pratarajasa

1.78 ¢ 13 mn

Mid-reign issues

Coin 12 (412.09) Silver Drachm

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @&rjunasa Yolamiraputasa
P ratarajasa

3.699g, 17 mm

Coin 13 (429.09) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coins 8, 1

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around @ #rjunasa Yolamiraputrasa
P rataraja (samissing)

1.89g,12 mm

Coin 14 (477.22) Silver herdrachn



Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @#rjunasa Yolamiraputrasa
P rataraja (samissing)(same die as coin 13)

1.91gm, 12-13 mm

Coin 15 (465.13) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @ Hrjunasa Yolamiraputrasa
P ra (tarajasamissing)

1.91 g, 12-13 mm

Late-reign issue
Coin 16 (412.08) Silver dract

Obv: Bust Right(same die as coin 1.

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around @®rjunasa Yolamiraputasa
P ratajasa(sic! ra missing)

3559, 17 mm

4. Hvaramira s/o Yolamira (c.AD 165-175))

Hvaramirasa Yolamiraputrasa Patar jass
Early issue

Coin 17 (477.24) Silver drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coins 126)
Rev:Swastika R, legend around: @12tvaramirasa
Yolamiraputrasa Prata (r jasamissing)

3.70 g, 15 mm

Coin 18 (412.07) Silver drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 1’

Rev:Swastika R, legend around:@®varamirasa Yodamira-
putrasa Prata (r jasamissing)

3.39¢g, 14 mm
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Mid -reign issue:
Coin 19 (493.2) Silver didract

Obv: Bust R(Yolamira die, see coin 5)

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @®vara(mirasa
Yolamirapu)trasa Pratar jasa

7.53 ¢, 20 mn

Coin 20 (642.02) Silver dract

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ 1Btvaram(irasa
Yolamira-)putrasa Pratar jasa

3.78 ¢, 15 mn

Coin 21 (Pieper) Silver dract

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ 1RPtvaramirasa
Yodamiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.70 ¢, 15 mn

Late-reign issue

Coin 22 (558.09) Silver dract

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @6#varamirasa
Yodamiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.64 g, 15-16 mm

5. Mirahvara s/o Hvaramira (c. AD 175-185)

Mirahvarasa Hvaramiraputrasa Ratar jasa
Early issues

Coin 23 (585.07) Silver herdrachn



Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 22)

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around:@1Mirahvarasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar (nojasa)

4.13 g, 15-16 mm

Coin 24 (429.18) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv:Bust R(same die as 8, 11, 1

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @1Mirahvarasa Hvarami-
(nora) putrasa Pra (notar jasa)

1.80 g, 13-14 mm

Coin 25 (465.15) Silver quarter drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 1.

Rev:Four line legendMirahvara / Hvaramiraputra sa Pratar /
jasa)

0.99¢g, 11 mm

Coin 26 (477.27) Silver Drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coins 22, 23)

Rev:Swastika Left, legend around: @®@hirahvarasa Hvaramira
putrasa Pratar (nojasa)

4.13 g, 15-16 mm

Mid-reign issues

Coin 27 (493.3) Silver Didrachm

Obv: Bust Right(same die as coin 1’

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around:@10kirahvarasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar jasa

6.76 g, 17 mm

Coin 28 (429.17) Silver Drachm

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @1Mirahvarasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.08 g, 15-16 mm

26

Coin 29 (429.11) Silver herdrachn

Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 2.

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ 1Mirahvara
Hvaramiraputra Pratar ja (nosa)

1.78 ¢ 13 mn

Coin 30 (477.29) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 2!

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ Mirahvara
Hvaramiraputra Pratar (nojasa)

1.78 g, 12 mm

Late-reign issues

Coin 31 (593.22) Silver Dract

Obv: Bust R(same die as coin 2

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ 1Mirahvara
Hvaramiraputra P ratar ja (nosa)

1.78 ¢ 13 mn

Coin 32 (429.19) Silver herdrachn

Obv: Bust R(same die as 8, 11, 13, 24, 29,
Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ Mirahvara
Hvaramiraputra Pratar (nojasa)

1.78 ¢ 12 mn

6. Miratakhma s/o Hvaramira (c. AD 185-200)

Miratakhmasa Hvaramiraputrasa PPatar jase
Early issue

Coin 33 (567.2) Silver Drach

Obv: Bust R(same die as 28, 3

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around @ 1Rtiratakhmasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.39 9, 14 mm



Late-reign issues

Coin 34 (649.04) Silver Dract

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around @1Rkiratakhmasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.53 g, 13-14 mm

Coin 35 (599.1) Silver Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @1Miratakhmasya

Hvaramiraputrasya Prata
3.40 g, 14 mm

Coin 36 (558.10) Silver Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust I(same die as 3!

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @1Miratakhmasa
Hvaramiraputrasa Pratar jasa

3.66 g, 14 mm

7. Kozana s/o Bagavharna (b 200-220)
Early issue with Br hmi legend

Kozanasa (Bagavhar)na putrasamtar ja

Coin 37 (Senior) Silver her-drachn

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @1Kuwzanasa
(Bagavhar)na putrasa Ratar ja (nosa)

1.67 g, 13 mm
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First issues with Kharoshth legend

Kozanasa Bagavharnaputrasi ratar jase

Coin 38 (94.04) Silver dract

Obv: Diademed bust Right

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ Kozanasa
Bagavharnaputrasa Ratar jasa

3.47 ¢, 14-16 mn

Coin 39 (649.05) Silver hemidrachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ Kozanasa
Bagavharnaputrasa Ratar jasa

1.76 g, 12 mm

Reduced-weight issues (mid- and late-reign)

Coin 40 (585.10) Silver Didrachm

Obv: Bust R(same die as coins 19, Z
Rev:Swastika Right, legend around: @ Kuzanasa
Bagavharnaputrasa Ratar ja (samissing)
5.05g,17 mm

Coin 41 (567.3) Silver Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend aroun@2h:Kozanasa
Bagavharnaputrasa Ratar ja (samissing)

2.23 9,15 mm

Coin 42 (477.17) Silver hemi-drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ Kuwzanasa
Bagavharnaputrasa Ratar jasa(same die as coin 39)
1.04 gm, 12 mm



8. Bhimarjuna, s/o Yolatakhma (c.AD 220-230)

Bhimarjunasa Yolatakhmaputras: ratar jase

Coin 43 (137.5) Billon drach

Obv:Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@12h:Bhimarjunasa
Yolatakhma-putrasa Ratar ja (nosa)

2.09 ¢, 15-16 mn

Coin 44 (628.14) Billon Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ 1Bhimarjunasa
Yolatakhma putrasa Patar jasa

2.34 g, 14-15 mm

Coin 45 (649.09) Billon Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@1h:Bhimarjunasa
Yolatakhma-putrasa Ratar jasa

2.11 g, 14-15 mm

Coin 46 (628.17) Copper Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@12h:Bhimarjunasa
Yolatakhma-putrasa Ratar jasa

1.91 ¢ 1415 mn

Coin 46 (628.26) Copper Dracl

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ Bfimarjunasa
Yolatakhma-putrasa Ratar jasa

1.83 ¢ 15 mn
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9. Koziya, s/o Kozana (cap 230-270)

Koziyasa Koznaputrasa | ratar jase
Early issues, clea-shaver
Coin 47 (628.29) Copper Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@lh:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.65 g, 15 mm

Coin 48 (649.13) Copper Drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@lh:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.47 g, 14 mm

Coin 49 (649.15) Copper drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left with ear flap

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@lh:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.90g,12-13 mm

Coin 50 (365.15) Copper drachm

Obv: Crowned bust Left with ear flap

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@1h:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.61g,14 mm

Coin 51 (Lingen) Copper dract

Obv: Crowned bust Left with ear flap

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@lh:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.89 g, 14 mm



Coin 52 (151.04) Copper drac!

Obv: Crowned bust Left, hair in ronRev: Swastika Right, legend
around:@1h:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa Ratar jasa
1.76 ¢ 13 mn

Mid-reign issues, crowned king with moustache
Coin 53 (365.18) Copper didrach

Obv: Crowned bust L, king w/moustache

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @1Rloziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar ja (nosa)

2.62 ¢ 15 mn

Coin 54 (581.2) Copper dracl

Obv: Crowned bust L, king w/moustache

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@lh:Koziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar ja (nosa

1.54 g, 12-13 mm

Late-reign issues, turbaned king
Coin 55 (465.21) Copper drachm

Obv: Turbaned bust Right

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@12h:Koziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

1.47 g, 13-14 mm

Coin 56 (653.39) Copper hemi- drachm

Obv: Turbaned bust Right

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around: @1Rlwziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

0.7€g9, 11 mn

Coin 57 (365.20) Copper drachm
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Obv:Bust R, wearing turban w/flap

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ 1Rloziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

1.28 g, 12-13 mm

Coin 58 (649.28) Copper drachm

Obv: Turbaned bust R, scepter before

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@12h:Koziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

1.83 g, 12-14 mm

Coin 59 (465.22) Copper drachm

Obv: Turbaned bust R, scepter before

Rev: Swastika Left, legend around @1Ruziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa

1.55¢9,12-14 mm

Standing King types, early to late

Coin 60 (583.09) Copper Didrachm

Obv: Standing king R, wearing peaked tiara, inscriptioKoziya
Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @1Rloziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

3.87 9,21 mm

Coin 61 (Pieper) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king R, wearing turban, inscriptiondoziya
Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou(ifloziyasa Kozanaputrasa
P ratar jasa)

3.94 g, 19 mm



Coin 62 (649.30) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king L, wearing turban, inscriptionRoziya
Rev: Swastika Right, legend aroun@12h:Koziyasa
Kozanaputrasa Pratar jasa

4.66 g, 17-18 mm

Coin 63 (653.52) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king L, wearing turban, inscriptionioziya(die as
62)

Coin 66 (649.33) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king left, hair in turban, LegendBatarvharna die
as 65

Rev: Swastika right, legend arou@1h:Datarvharnasa
Data(yola-putrasa Pratar )jo

2.93 ¢ 1&-19 mm

11. Datayola Il, s/o Datarvharna (cAp 280-300)

Datayolasa Datarvharnaputrasa Patar jasa

Coin 67 (479.3) Copper didrachm

Rev: Swastika Left, legend around @ 1Rtmziyasa Kozanaputrasa

P ratar jasa
3.29 ¢, 18 mn

10. Datarvharna, s/o Datayola (cab 270-280)

Datarvharnasa Datayolaputrasa Patar ja

Coin 64 (642.82) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king left, hair in turban, LegendBatarvharna
Rev: Swastika right, legend around: @ Datarvharnasa
Datayola-putrasa Pratar ja

4.13 g, 19-20 mm

Coin 65 (210.09) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king left, hair in turban, LegendBatarvharna die
as 65

Rev: Swastika right, legend arou@?2h:Datarvharnasa Datayola-
putrasa Pratar ja

3409, 17 mm

Obv: Standing king Left

Rev: Swastika left, legend arouriBatayolasa
Datar)vharnaputrasa Pratar jo

4.66 g, 17-18 mm

Coin 68 (653.31) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king Lef{die as 67

Rev: Swastika Right, legend around @ 2fatayolasa
Datarvharna- putrasa Pratar ja

240 ¢ 18 mn

Coin 69 (653.64) Copper didracl

Obv: Standing king Left

Rev: Swastika Right, legend arou@?2h:Datayolasa
Datarvharna-putrasa Pratar jasa

4.42 g, 18 mm

Ovel-struck on Hormizd |
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Coin 70 (649.34) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king Left, legend Ratayola (same die as 6¢

Rev: Swastika Left, legend arour@1h:Datayolasa Datarvharna-
putrasa Pratar ja

3409, 17 mm

Coin 71 (653.62) Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king Left

Rev: Swastika left, legend arour@3h:Datayolasa Datarvharna-
putrasa Pradar ja

4.11 g, 16-18 mm

Possible overstrike on ?

Coin 72 Loeschner Copper didrachm

Obv: Standing king Left

Rev:Swastika left, legend around @ Ibatayolasa Datarvharna-
putrasa Pradar ja

Overstrike on coin of Hormizd |

Coin 73 Copper tetradrachm

Obv: Diademed bust left, holding flower

Rev: Swastika right, legend aroui@l11h:Datayo(lasa
Datarvharna- putrasa Prata)r ja

7.72 9,21 mm

Coin 74 (151.01) Copper drac!

Obv: Turbaned bust Left
Rev: Swastika right, legend aroun@:?
2.10 g, 15 mm
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Unknown king (c. 5" century)

Coin 75 (653.32) Copper didracl

Obv: Crowned bust Right
Rev: Swastika right, legend arourf@?
3.18 g, 18 mm

SAMUDRAGUPTA'S KING-AND-QUEEN TYPE
COINS IN THE PATTERNING OF EARLY
GUPTA COIN DESIGNS

Ellen M. Raven, Leiden University

Man is equipped by nature to spot differences, @mwidifferences
and not so obvious ones. But we also excel at gegiffierences

differently. In his captivatingA short history of nearly everythihg

Bill Bryson describes how this obstacle has playeoc in

taxonomic studies of organisms, ‘described sometiag a science
and sometimes as an art, but really it's a batkegd.” The field of

Gupta numismatics luckily never took on the guiem academic
battle-field simply because Gupta coins specialists few and far
between. But small battles do happen, behind tbeed doors of the
study, and the moves in these battles filter thiotm the outside
world by means of catalogues. In taxonomy, ‘evettajothere is
more disorder in the system than most people aliBryson

2003:437), and for Gupta coin studies, this fite la glove. The
reason for the disorder in taxonomy is the way maxoists make
divisions. Bryson sees two kinds of taxonomistsinipers’ and

‘splitters’. Gupta coin studies have indeed beehalnited by

‘lumpers’ and ‘splitters’ from the early days ongar

Classifications

While scouting the Gupta numismatic landscape™ d@htury
students of Gupta coins such as James Prinsep,r&Edamas and
Vincent Smith, were prone to be splitters rathemtlumpers. In the
early decades of the ®@entury, John Allan at the British Museum
mostly focused on differences in the legends torawe the
classification of Gupta gold coins on the basid kay his 14' century
predecessors. He was fairly restrained while argadiivisions, thus
unknowingly siding with the ‘lumpers’.

Forty years later, Anant Sadashiv Altekar took Gupmpin
classification into the splitter's realm with anceptionally detailed
system which might involve differences in the ledgenas with
Allan’s system). If this did not work, Altekar walilchoose the
presence or absence of a crescent symbol, thengreese absence of
the Garua-banner, a large or a small size, an exceptiortavy
weight, the weapons carried by the king or the mabsdhereof, the
presence or absence of a dagger, a whip or a swmwrthe king's
waist, the placement of the legend in a curved siraght line, the
support of the goddess (a pedestal or a mat), tthbutes in her
hands, the direction of a lion seat (to left oht)gthe direction of a
horse (to left or right), the trappings of thevAmedha horse, or the
absence thereof. A staggeringly diverse seriesribéria indeed,
which resulted in an amazing ‘splitter's battlefielalong widely
different dividing lines.

In 1946, no less than 1,821 coins of the Bayanadcheare
placed at the disposal of Altekar and his locairted archaeologists
and teachers at Bharatpur, which included the yoasgistant
Parmeshwari Lal Gupta. The Maharaja of Bharatpus pweessing



Altekar to get a catalogue out speedily. If we keepmind the
amount of work that had to be done, it is hardiiagine that Altekar
could study the Bayana coins during only threetvigh Bharatpur.
Quite unfortunately, only the ‘important’ coins wephotographed
for the book. Well before the catalogue was out, Bayana coins
had been dispersed to various museums in Indiay mithout ever
having been photographed and thus rapidly losieg timmaculate
Bayana hoard contextual identity.

The classification system used by Altekar in they@e hoard
catalogue had just been designed by him for a namdihook on
Gupta coins ready to go to press when the hoardfowas] in 1946.
In neither of the two major works out by 1957 dillekar discuss the
nature of his criteria or the extent to which thesight help to
understand the rationale behind the staggeringrsltyeof these
coins. Nevertheless, hiGoinage of the Gupta empimremains the
standard reference work to this day.

The next major attempt to brave Gupta coin divensis done in
the early 1980s, when P.L. Gupta quite explicitiyected Allan’s
and Altekar’'s systems and applied his own clas#ifion in a coin
catalogue for the Bharat Kala Bhavan in Varanas. tdok the
splitter’s stand, as | shall illustrate by meanshaf King-and-Queen
Type coins of Samudragupta. | will subsequentlyoditice a new
approach, which on the face of it looks like ‘gptig’, but turns out
to be ‘lumping’ in the end.

The King-and-Queen Type
The King and Queen coins carry the royal coupleydtagupta | and

his Queen Kunradev, on the obverse and a goddess seated on a lion

on the reverse. These coins have been discussey tina@s for
mostly two issues: Who ordered their manufacture@ Ring shown
on the coins or his son, Samudragupta? And wh#tdsmessage
carried by the devices? Rather than re-addrese tiseses, | will
focus on the designs instead.

Fig 1: Gupta and S. Srivastava (=G&S) 1981, Clad&h couchant

to right on reverse; Var. la: legend cdraguptakum radev [ER —]
. Coll. N. Mahajan , 7.80 g (120.4 grains)
(photographs courtesy Nupam Mahajan)

Fig.2 G&S 1981, Class |, lion couchant to right mverse; Var. Ib:
obverse legend caraguptakum radev [ER — ]. Coin in Hoey’s
coll. as published by Allan 1914:9, fig. 3.5.

Fig.3 G&S 1981, Class |, lion couchant to right @verse; Var. Ic:
obverse legend candragupta kuadev- r / r . BM, London, cat.
no. 28 (photographs after Allan 1914:fig. 3.20)

Neither Allan nor Altekar — surprisingly really -edsed classes or
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varieties for this coin type. P.L. Gupta and Saidfirivastava’s 1981
system did acknowledge their diversity, althougkeRér might have
frowned a bit on their choice to create classeddss) on the basis of
such a relatively minor element as the directiotheflion mount on
the reverse. It is shown either reclining to thghti(figs 1-3) or to the
left (figs 4-6). Gupta and Srivastava chose smiferences in the
name of Kumradev on the obverseviz, the absence or presence of
the honorific r ) as their criterion to distinguish varieties. Andlar
approach led them to find two varieties among caisClass Il
(figs 4-5). Strangely enough, Gupta and Srivastaeee not alerted
by the fact that the varieties of either class ats@ parallel
differences in their legends. Their main criteritme lion’s position,
has now proven to be false. Two King-and-Queens;aime from
the British Museum (no. 23) and another from BatdsiSale no. 9
(13 January 2005, lot no. 284), show that the cawhsGupta &
Srivastava’'s Classes la and lla share a die-linkederse and are
thus too close to warrant their being in separdésses. Similarly,
their Varieties Ib and Ilb include die-linked cofns

Fig 4 G&S 1981, Class I, lion couchant to leftmverse; Var. lla:
obverse legend caraguptakum radev. Bharat Kala Bhavan,
Varanasi, cat. no. 6, 7.52 g (116.0-116.1 grai@s)0 cm

(photographs after G&S 1981:fig. 1.6)

Fig.5 G&S 1981, Class Il, lion couchant to leftmverse; Var. llb:
obverse legend candragupta-kum radev [ER- ]. Baldwin's Sale
no. 45 (3 May 2006), lot no. 1212, 7.70 g (118.8-2rains)

(photographs courtesy AH Baldwin & Sons)

Fig 6a and b BM coin, cat. no. 23, of G&S Var. 132 g
(113 grains), 2.03 cm (photographs after Allan 194 3.1);
6b. Coin of G&S Variety lla, Baldwin’s Sale no. 9
(13 January 2005), lot no. 284, 7.50 g (115.7-11fdns)
(photographs courtesy AH Baldwin & Sons)

One level up

Rather than redo Gupta and Srivastava's work, itime to stop
classifying Gupta coins type by type (the splijimad move on to
develop a broader view which transcends the leVetypes and
ideally and ultimately operates at the level of tiplé types at
particular Gupta mints. For this purpose | am deyielg a research
database with digital data on Gupta gold coins tvhimy help to



qualify and quantify the buildup of this corpus.diva relatively
simple column chart (fig. 7) reveals quantitativelative data on
Gupta coins that have not been specified beforghtosimple reason
that this material has always been treated type-vdther than as an
inherently coherent whole. We should all becomenfiers’ and
acknowledge that coins issued in the name of Saagugta show an
internal patterning which allows them to be divideeer 18 design
groups; or even less if one allows for some desmtiation within
each group.

Fig.7 Relative type distribution in the databaseloklay 2010. Some
831 coins of Samudragupta registered by that date.

The internal coherence of coins in each of thesapy is defined by
mint-idiomatic features such as style, iconograpHggends,
palaeography, symbols, size, weight and gold canEsach coin type
present in a group may be represented by a nunfberikes from
different dies, all revealing the shared mint-idios for type
distribution: not every type recurs in each grosp,the database
reveals. And so far this is perhaps the most exgiand fruitful
outcome of this innovative approach.

Design distribution

Fig.8 . Sceptre Type, with 16 design variants duit8groups.

Not surprisingly, Samudragupta’s Sceptre Type @igis the most
prolific in design diversity, with a presence in dét of the 18 groups
traced so far. The sheer number of Sceptre coatsatbre struck and
thus dies engraved, must have contributed to 8uvs.to avoid any
misunderstanding, these areot individual varieties within the
Sceptre Type series alone (which would be thetepBtapproach),
but variants asharedwith the other coins of Samudragupta (which
is the lumper’s approach). Quite surprisingly ngathe King-and-
Queen Type is the runner-up in sharing its deswgtis those for the
other seven coin types of Samudragupta. So faraheyresent in 8
out of the 18 design groups (fig. 9).

Most of Samudragupta’s coin types exist in 4 oh8rsed design
variants, such as the Batte-axe (fig. 10)yamedha (fig. 11), Kca
(fig. 12), Lyrist (fig. 13) and Archer Types (fig4). The rare Tiger-
slayer coins (fig. 1p belong to one and the same shared design
group, in spite of even the inclusion of varyingdads.
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Fig.9 King-and-Queen Type, with 8 design variantsaf 18 groups

Fig.10 Battle-axe Type, with 4 design variants @iut8 groups.

Fig.11 Avamedha Type, with 4 design variants out of 18 gsou

Fig.12 K caType with 4 design variants out of 18 groups.

Fig.13 Lyrist Type, with 3 design variants out 8fdroups.



Fig.14 Archer Type, with 3 design variants out 8fgtoups.

Fig.15 Tiger-slayer Type, with 1 design variant otil.8 groups

The King and Queen coins

How do the King-and Queen coins fit in this patteg? Design
GroupSG.01 includes three mint-idiomatically related desigos
the Sceptre, Archer and King-and-Queen coins, i obverse
legendcandragupta-kunradevsr (fig. 16a-d). A pie-chart reveals
their relative amounts in the database per 1 Maw30In
Group SG.02 (fig. 17a-e) the King-and-Queen coins (with the
legendcandragupta-kunradev) are only a minority segment, while
most coins represent Samudragupta asakthe one who uproots his
royal opponents; the Sceptre and Archer coins ia tlloup are
relatively few.

Fig.16 Relative amounts (16a) of three types inupr8G.04
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Fig.17 Relative amounts (17a) of four types in Gr&G.02

In Group SG.03 the King-and-Queen coins (with legend
ca dragupta-kumradev) and those of Kca Type are only
minimally represented, against a majority of Scepwins (fig. 18a-
d), while in Groups$G.04 (fig. 19a-d), SG.05 (fig. 20) andSG.06
(fig. 21a-d), the King-and-Queen coins are absbfdst coins in
Group SG.07 are of the Avamedha Type, together with those of
Sceptre Type and a relatively modest segment of+éimd-Queen
coins (with the legendandragupta-r -kum radev) (fig. 22a-d). The
latter include designs with a lion to right or &ftf confirming that
the position of this mount cannot serve to distislgiseparate King-
and-Queen Type classes.

GroupsSG.08 (fig. 23a-c) andSG.09 (fig. 24) are devoid of
King-and-Queen coins, but Groggs.10includes them next to those
of Sceptre and Battle-axe Types (fig. 25a-d). Timg kvears a quite
distinctive tunic and alhoti decorated with prominent ornamental
beading down the front, along the collar and slse@oupsSG.11
(fig. 26a-c),SG.12 (fig. 27a-c),SG.13 (fig. 28) andSG.14 (fig. 29)
do not include King-and-Queen designs. The die aregr who
excelled in creating a superb Archer coin varietpwn in
Group SG.15 also prepared a matching King-and-Queen device
(fig. 30a-c). Luckily King-and-Queen coins (with abverse legend
read axandragupta r -kum radev) are also found in GroupG.16
together with rare Kca coins, a large amount of Sceptre coins and a
modest amount of Lyrist coins (fig. 31a-e). Bothdiidually and
together these coins immediately catch the eyeeamtsmaller and
slightly heavier than those of all other groupst bBlso for being
engraved with great artistic ingenuity. Less rddiire their engraving
than those of Group SG.16, but with a related desige the Sceptre
coins that constitute the fairly sm&kroup SG.17(fig. 32).



Fig.20 Sceptre Type coin in Group SG.05

Fig.18a-d Relative amounts(18a) of three typesrioup SG.03

Fig.21 Relative amounts (21a) of three types inupr6G.0&

Fig.19 Relative amounts (19a) of five types in @r&6.04
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Fig.22 Relative amounts (22a) of three types inupr6G.0¥*

Fig.25 Relative amounts (25a) of three types inu@r6G.184¢

Fig.23 Relative amounts (23a) of two types in Gr&@G082

Fig.26 Relative amounts (26a) of two types in Greg11°

Fig.24 Sceptre Type coin in Group SG09
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Fig.27 Relative amounts (27a) of two types in Gre@12°

Fig.30 Relative amounts (30a) of two types in Gro@15°

Fig.28 Group SG.13 with Battle-axe Type cbins

Fig.29 Group SG.14 with Sceptre Type ctins

Fig.31 Relative amounts (31a) of four types in Gr&G.16°
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Fig.32 Group SG.17 with Sceptre Type cbins

This sorting into groups reveals the patterns tlathese designs
together, so we are not splitting but lumping. Tdesign variants
create bridges for us to see between the eight typies struck for
Samudragupta; bridges that have gone largely uretbo far. The
next challenge is to see whether and, if so, h@gdtdesigns can be
tied to specific teams operating at specific mortsvorkshops. Can a
broad minting chronology be developed on the baitbese data? |
hope so, but it will demand a careful comparativalysis.

A first look tells us that the King-and-Queen desigre closely
locked across the design groups (fig. 9) and tbeeefost probably
were struck at a number of different mints. Thisuldomake it very
unlikely indeed that these coins were created &s issues under
Candragupta |. Likewise, the Ka Type, which some wish to

attribute to a King Kca ruling after Samudragupta, reveals close

design links with other coins of Samudragupta (fig). This sits
uneasily with a post-Samudragupta role foc& on the Gupta stage,
though it is certainly not conclusive proof for ithenanufacture
during the reign of Samudragupta.

The pattern that has evolved from the analysis thualso offers
a touchstone. When a certain coin cannot be matchaedy known
design group, it requires further scrutiny. Doesdtch the format of
its assumed time of manufacture (for instance tjinadevices, fabric
or the use of legends)? And if so, can it be a satgivor of a thus
far undetected group?

A case at hand is a specific King-and-Queen com 83) from
the Indian Museum holdings (acq. no. 18087yith a weight of
8.03 g (123.9 grains), it appears too heavy for Bagupta’s time.
But it was not only its weight that struck me asl dout also the style
and iconography of the devices. The coin portraysuacular, rather
fleshy Candragupta I, his hair, secured with a baadcading down
in small curls along the nape of his neck. A proeninoval earring, a
necklace with round beads and triple-loop armletshe upper arms
just above the elbows contribute to the lavishrshe design. The
postures of Chandragupta | and Kuadev are outspokenly bent at
the hips in a way more likely to be encountereccd@ins from an
advanced phase of minting under Candragupta ll. diaice to
portray the king as a fleshy man with a bare tensd a lavish, curly
hairstyle also better fits the later idioms. Thated goddess on the
reverse sits irardhaparyak sana her left leg tucked up flat on the
head of the reclining lion, more clearly so thanamins of design
Group SG.02 (fig. 17b). The cornucopia in her hefbd is difficult to
make out clearly on the photograph published initickan Museum
catalogue. The specific gravity of 15.35 given flee coin seems to
indicate that its gold content is fairly low foriBadragupta’s timé®
but similar values have been reported for spe@fieptre coins of
that king (the interpretation of available specifcavity data for
Gupta coins is quite problematic anywa$).
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Fig.33 Group SG.18, K&Q Type céih

The heavy King-and-Queen coin is not the sole oacotpof
Group SG.18. | have come across two more, relavéuscboth of
Sceptre Type. The first of them (fig. 34) was acegliby the Indian
Museum as well (acc. no.C18088).lts weight of 7.864 ¢
(121.3 grains) puts it at the top end of what wasmon ford n ras
in the time of Samudragupta. With its recorded siz8.40 cm, it is
among the largest Gupta coins | have ever comessciRather
problematic also is the iconography of the Garbanner on the
obverse, which resembles those of Candraguptaitiis rather than
the banners on coins of Samudragupta. The kingfeardly thrust
standing posture mirrors that of Candraguptal hie King-and-
Queen coin, and in both designs he is given a dwaigdo tied with a
headband. The geometric symbol neatly links the tesigns as
well. A strong argument against a later date foingoof design
Group SG.18 is the portrait of -Lak m seated on her throne, as it
closely resembles that on coins of design Groud6G.The
duplicated ridge on the lotus beneath her feet pecific for
Group SG.18 though.

Fig.34 Group SG.18, Samudragupta, Sceptre Fype

The third coin, again of Sceptre Type (fig. 35)rss to secure the
entire group within the fold of Samudragupa’s minitsspite of the
latish features of the two coins discussed solfae. Sceptre coin was
offered in Baldwin's Sale no. 26 (9 May 2001) asro. 1002. With
7909 (121.9¢grains) it approaches the weight @ing in
Group SG.16 of around 7.80 g and its small size.@® cm is also in
tune with those coir The legend under the left arm, giving us the
king’'s name, is quite blurred and difficult to dalcer from a
photograph. Details such as the king’s curly haérhaps tied with a
band, the duplicated ridge on the lotus beneatihak m’s feet, and
the shape of the geometric symbol at her side oonfhat the
attribution to design Group SG.18 is warranted.

Fig.35 Group SG.18, Samudragupta, Sceptre Fype



I have lumped together the coins of Samudragupia 18 design
groups without going into elaborate descriptionsstgpport these
specific attributions, as such an exercise woulglire a different
publication format. The present paper aimed mosilyeveal the
potential of the new approaciiz., to see differences differently.
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Notes

1 | side with those numismatists that believe thesms were issued by
Samudragupta.

2 G&S Variety Ib with lion to right in W. Hoey's dection, as illustrated by
Allan, 1914: 9, fig. 3.5; G&S Variety llb with lioto left, Baldwin’s Sale
no. 43 (11 October 2005), lot 2724.

3 In Group SG.01 the Sceptre and King-and-Queemsaexist in near-equal
numbers, which somehow | had not expected.

4 16b. K&Q Type, BM, London, coin no. 28, 8.02 @818 grains), 2.03 cm
(photographs after Allan 1914:fig. 3.10); 16c. Aechlype, Shiviee coll.,
7.6 g (117.3 grains) (photographs courtesy Shivld®d. Sceptre Type,
Wereldmuseum, Rotterdam, acq. no. 14.253, 7.67.8.81grains), 2.20 cm
(photographs E.M. Raven).

5 17b. King-and-Queen Type, Bode Museum, Berliro{pgraphs after Allan
1914:ig. 3.15); 17c. Kca Type, Shivlee coll., ex G.M. Browne coll.; ex
Skanda coll. (photographs courtesy Shivlee); 1¢dp8e Type, Bharat
Kala Bhavan, Varanasi, cat. no. 16, 7.65 g (1188l grains), 2.00 cm
(photographs E.M. Raven); 17e. Archer Type, Stateséddm Lucknow,
acg. no. 11405, 7.34 g (113.2 grains), 2.10 cmt@@raphs E.M. Raven).

6 Coin in the Hermitage, St. Petersburg, illustdig Allan 1914:fig. 3.14.

7 18b. King-and-Queen Type, Pankaj Tandon coll.50% (115.7-
115.8 grains) (photographs courtesy P. Tandon); 38eptre Type, BM,
London, cat. no.7, 7.35g (113.4grains) (photphgsa after Allan

1914:fig. 1.9); 18d. Kca Type, Nupam Mahajan coll., 7.6 g (117.3 grains)

(photographs courtesy N. Mahajan).

8 Includes a.o.:19b. Aamedha Type, Lingen col., 7.8g (116.9-
117.0 grains) (photographs courtesy J. Lingen);. K9ca Type, Bayana
hoard no. 200, Patha Museum, acq. no. 18576, 7.%5P1F.2 grains),
1.98 cm (photographs E.M. Raven); 19d. Lyrist Tydea & Larry
Goldberg, Auction no.42 (23 September 2007), lat. 843, 7.57g
(116.8 grains) (photographs courtesy 1.&L. Goldberg

9 Baldwin’s New York Sale no.17 (9 January 2008}, no. 310, 7.75g
(119.6 grains) (photographs courtesy AH Baldwin@§, London).

10 21b. Sceptre Type, Baldwin’s New York Sale rdv(2 January 2009), lot
no. 495, 7.78 g (120.0 grains) (photographs coyréd$ Baldwin & Sons,
London); 21c. Avamedha Type, Nupam Mahajan coll., 7.39g
(114.0 grains) (photographs courtesy N. Mahajan}d. 2yrist Type,
Lingen coll., 7.38g (113.9 grains), 2.20cm (plyoaphs courtesy
J. Lingen).

11 22b. K&Q Type, Nupam Mahajan coll., 7.80 g (¥2@rains) (photographs
courtesy N. Mahajan); 22c. Sceptre Type, formetigkér coll., Basel,
no. G16, 7.569g (116.6-116.7 grains) (photographs.M. Raven);
22d. Avamedha Type, Lingen coll,, 7.73g (117.3 grain800 cm
(photographs courtesy J. Lingen).

12 23b. Sceptre Type, Bharat Kala Bhavan, Varanzsi, no. 22, 7.90g
(121.9 grains), 2.20 cm (photographs E.M. Rave8l. 2 vamedha Type,
formerly Jucker coll.,, Basel, no. G2, 7.68g (11&&ins), 2.30 cm
(photographs E.M. Raven).

13 Shivlee coll. (photographs courtesy Shivlee).

14 25b. K&Q Type, Shivlee coll., 7.40 g (114.2 gsji(photographs courtesy
Shivlee); 25c. Sceptre Type, Bharat Kala BhavanraNasi, cat. no. 33,

39

7.46g (115.1-115.2 grains), 2.00cm (photographs.M. Raven);
25d. Battle-Axe Type, Shivlee coll., ex G.M. Brownell. (photographs
courtesy Shivlee).

15 26b. Sceptre Type, Pankaj Tandon coll., 7.66118.@ grains)
(photographs courtesy P. Tandon); 26c. Battle-axg@eT Shiviee coll.
(photographs courtesy Shivlee).

16 27b. Battle-axe Type, BM, London, cat. no. 334 (117.7 grains)
(photographs after Allan 1914:fig. 4.13); 27c. Scedype, Patna Museum,
acg. no. 18581, 7.58 g (116.9 grains) (photogr&phk Raven).

17 Formerly Jucker coll., Basel, no. G15, 7.66 48(2 grains), 2.10 cm
(photographs E.M. Raven).

18 Shivlee coll. (photographs courtesy Shivlee).

19 30b. K&Q Type, Government Museum Mathura, aag.1nl5, 7.617 g
(117.5 grains), 2.40 cm (photographs courtesy AikaStava, Lucknow);
30c. Archer Type, Hess-Divo, Sale no. 314 (4 Ma990lot no. 1251, ex
De La Tour coll., 7.74 g (119.4-119.5 grains) (lgoaphs courtesy Hess-
Divo).

20 3la. K&Q Type, BM, London, cat. no. 27, 7.6914§.6 grains), 2.03 cm
(photographs after Allan 1914:fig. 3.9); 31c. Lyrisype, Shivlee coll.
(photographs courtesy Shivlee); 31d. Sceptre THana Museum, acq.
no. 18578, 7.72g (119.1 grains), 2.00 cm (phofglysa E.M. Raven);
3le. Kca Type, Shivlee coll., 7.80 g (120.4 grains), kB80(photographs
courtesy Shivlee).

21 Bharat Kala Bhavan, Varanasi, cat. no. 30, @.7718.8-118.9 grains),
2.00 cm (photographs E.M. Raven).

22 Basu 1977:no. 451, fig. 15.2; Mukherjee 19907%10.

23 Compare Table 78 for specific gravities on rddor certain Sceptre coins
of Samudragupta, in Raven 1994:463.

24 | wish to thank Robert Bracey for sharing hipexience with difficulties
that one may encounter when trying to interpretlipobd specific gravity
data for Gupta coins. New analyses according ttotgate techniques are
necessary to secure reliable data.

25 Indian Museum, Kolkata, cat. no.71, 8.03g (22Bains), 2.11cm
(photographs after Mukherjee 1990:fig. 71, courtdagian Museum,
Kolkata).

26 Basu 1977:no. 453.

27 Indian Museum, Kolkata, acc. no. C18085, 7.8¢%24 .3 grains), 2.40 cm
(photographs E.M. Raven).

28 | attribute design Group SG.16 to Mint B, knofar its small (1.90-
2.00 cm), neatly engraved and relatively ‘heavyihepwhich were always
struck to the standard of 7.80 g (120.4 grains}.Baven 1994:186-187.

29 Baldwin’s Sale no. 26 (9 May 2001), lot no. 10820 g (121.9 grains),
1.90 cm (photographs courtesy AH Baldwin & Sonsydan).

AN IMPORTANT UNPUBLISHED ADIVARAHA
COIN IN THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD

Pratipal Bhatia

1.1 Introduction

The Adivaraha coins have been known to scholaeadfy medieval
north Indian numismatics and history since the yeariheteenth
century when William Marsden’s beautiful illust@ti of an
Adivaraha coirt, marked under the category of ‘uncertain coins’ was
put before the ‘discerning public of the dayVith the exception of a
single known gold coifi these coins were issued in silver, billon and
perhaps copper. The Adivaraha coins were intendedbet of a
circular shape though most surviving coins are vl shape, and
towards the end of the series some coins lookgukm and some
look shapeless. The flans of the Adivaraha coinsevemaller than
the dies used, with the result that complete olevensd reverse
designs are not seen on any single Adivaraha €nie. has to put a
couple of coins together to restore the entireniéel obverse and
reverse designs. The obverse of these coins bedigtire of a two-
armed Adivaraha, thearahavataraor Boar incarnation of the Hindu
god Vishnu, having a boar's head on a human batigirgy right
with his left foot raised above the head of a Ithat is also facing
right. The Adivaraha is depicted in the act ofiift the earth goddess
from the cosmic ocean, with his left arm bent & élbow and his
hand almost touching the bent knee of his raistddg. In the right
field two attributes of god Vishnu are depictedgada (mace) and
chakra(wheel or disc), which on some coins looks likeua symbol,
and is described as a solar wheel by V. A. Sthithaddition to these



attributes, three bold dots or pellets also appedne right field, of
which one is always put above the elbow of the Adhbha, a second
dot appears above tichakrasymbol and the third dot appears below
thechakrasymbol closer to the left raised foot of the Adatea, and
on some coins a crescent is seen in the extrerhe aigser to the
dotted border. The right hand of the Adivaraha u$ @n his right
thigh, and in the left field just above the righbtof the Adivaraha
there is ashankhaor conch, the emblem of Vishnu. Above that,
another symbol is seen which looks like a tree wittounded trunk
at the bottom, perhaps indicative opadmaor lotus. Another series
of Adivaraha coins have a leafy plant with longnstelentified as a
lotus. Its drooping leaves form an inverted bebysd parasol that is
seen above the head of the Adivarafide reverse of the Adivaraha
coins have a proto-Nagari legend inscribed in giemeaded script
in two lines that read,

srimadadi

varaha
Below this legend is the middle part of the stydis&asanian-type
fire altar flanked by two attendants that are garisible on different
coins; sometimes an attendant is seen on theidifta;id sometimes
on the right side and sometimes none at all. Thie sif the partial
fire altar as depicted in the Adivaraha coins hatoae resemblance
to the middle part of the fire altar as depictedtloaSri Vi series of
Indo-Sasanian type coins (see below coih Thus the upper part of
the fire altar in which the ‘sacred fire’ is indted by symbols and
dots, was replaced by the proto-Nagari legebdimadadi varaha,
which is the name of the deity depicted on the odwes well as a
title or biruda of the Pratihara king, Sri Bhojadévade is also
described as Paramesvara Sri Bhojadeva in the deGwalior
inscription? and Mihira Bhoja in another inscription from Gveali®
These coins do not have dates or mint names on .tHam
contemporary inscriptions and literature, thesa<aire referred to as
stimadadi varaha-dramm#& or varaha mudra®® They generally
weigh between 4.1 and 3.8g. The credit of initigtthe Adivaraha
series of coins is given by schofdrso the Pratihara king, Mihira
Bhoja (c.Ap 836-892)* He is the seventh ruler in descent in the
genealogical list of seventeen rulers, with knowated, of the
Pratihara dynasty of Kanagjwho ruled for about three centuries as
paramount rulers of northern Indi.

1.2 In 1992, while studying the Indo-Sasanian coins the
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford,| came across a unique Adivaraha
coin, similar but different from the Adivaraha ceithat | had seen in
the British Museum and all other museums that | Viaied by then
in India and other countries (see below coin 1jvas extremely
excited by this new type of Adivaraha coin but diok publish it,
hoping to get some more specimens to confirm thvead correct in
my judgement about this coin. | got a transparemeyge from the
photograph of this particular coin and showed #ewgeral scholars in
Calcutta, Nasik, and some coin collectors in Dethit they all said
that they had not seen this type of Adivaraha dmfore. Later |
talked to R. D. Bhatt, a young coin collector irviN Delhi, and
requested him to keep looking for this particubgoet of coins. A
couple of years later | met this collector in Newll and he said he
had found some Adivaraha coins. Among his two neadquired
Adivaraha coins | found one coin that looked simtta ‘the unique
Adivaraha coin’ of the Ashmolean Museum (see betom 2). | had
the Adivaraha coins photographed, and the ownereggthat | could

coins and eleven pieces of silver jewellery, whach currently in the
coin cabinet of the State Museum, Luckn’c?wDuring a casual
conversation with the staff members of the numisrsction of the
that museum, | was informed verbally that such sailo appear
sometimes among the Adivaraha coin hoards. In tegears another
treasure trove hoard of 132 silver coins of ‘thatiPara kings’ was
found during the levelling of an old mound in thkage of Korain in
the Tehsil and District of Fatehpur, Uttar PradeBhe find spot of
the hoard is located at a distance of nine kmeonthst of the district
head office of Fatehpur. The coins of this hoaldng with the
images of 42 coins, are published in a brief atici summary
form2° The author of the article has made reference toe ‘o
Adivaraha coin that looks somewhat different frothev Adivaraha
coins?! of the Korain hoard that are published by himfdnt the
reverse of that somewhat different-looking coinsimilar to the
Ashmolean type ‘unique Adivaraha cofd’The coins of the Korain
hoard are now in the custody of the authoritieSlofi M. L. Dikshit
Inter College, Fatehpdf. The published images of the coins in the
article in question look rather poor and are netgreed any reference
or serial numbers. The image of the Ashmolean-Agiearaha coin,
as it appears in the above-mentioned article, psodticed here for
the convenience of our readers (see below coffi Bjhus, by then |
had examined and collected images and detailsvef ¢oins that
looked similar to the Ashmolean Museum ‘unique’ Yatiaha-type
coin. | felt it was time to write and put these ribefore the
numismatic community. After | submitted my papewds informed
by Dr John S. Deyell that he, too, has a coin m duollection that
looked similar to the Ashmolean-type Adivaraha ¢a@nd its scan
was included among some coin images that he senéetim 2008. He
suggested that | could include and publish this ¢nimy papef®
Now we have six known Adivaraha coins that may bscdbed as
‘unique’. Having said this | would now like to diss the details of
these six coins.

1.2.1 Coin 1: unpublished
Provenance: unknown
Purchased: Spink 11-2-55

H. De. S. Shortt bequest 1975

Metal AR

Wt. 3.92 g

Size 19 x16 mm
Thickness: 2.1 mm
Shape: Oval

Current location: The Ashmolean
Museum, Oxford, UK.

1.2.1: The obverse of this oval-shaped and worm &biows the
upper part of two-armed Adivaraha or Primeval Bfaing right.
The lower part is worn out but faint traces of tlegs of the
Adivaraha and upper part of a lion facing right aisible. In the
upper right field a well-engraveghdaor mace near the left shoulder

publish those coin® Years passed by and | kept making enquiries atof the Adivaraha, and below it part ofchakra or wheel that is

different museums about the Ashmolean-type Adivarabins. In
2008, during my research study visit to the Statesélim, Lucknow,
I was lucky to find two Adivaraha coins that looksihilar to the
Ashmolean-type coin (see below coins 3-4). Theyeaped among
the coins of Treasure Trove Lot No. 229 that waguaed by the
State Museum, Lucknow, on 29 July 2003 under theaSure Trove
Act from the Police Station of Khutar located inhE& Powayan in
District Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh. The circuntga of the find
are not known. The Shahjahanpur hoard has 300r slné billon
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described as a solar wheel because of its reseo®laith the sun
symbol, are visible. In the lower left field, theoper part of a
shankhaor conch, and, in the upper left field, a treemmeper with a
rounded trunk below and some of its leaves goirgyalihe head of
the Adivarah&® indicative ofpadmaor lotus, are visible. Thus the
obverse of this coin depicts the two-armed  Adilaaraor
varahavataraof the Hindu god, Vishnu, with his four attributes
gada or mace,chakra or wheel or discusshankhaor conch, and
padma or lotus. The obverse of this coin has the charestic



features of the Adivaraha coins of Series 1 as wa®lbf Series 2,
suggested in my earlier classification of the Adie coing’ What
makes this coin unique is its reverse. The revéa&e the proto-
Nagari legend in two liness{imadad) varaha of which only the
lower part of line one and the second line, thatdsevaraha, are
visible. Below the legend, the middle part of the styligeattial fire
altar, flanked by two attendants, is partly visidlethe centre of the
stylised, partial fire altar appears a large pidamari syllablema
inscribed in triangle-headed script. The preserichensyllablemain
addition to the legend above distinguishes this doom all other
Adivaraha coins of all the series.

Further, the presence of the proto-Nagari syllable in the
centre of the reverse patrtial fire altar brings @oin closer to another
early medieval north Indian coin series that ielbda theSri Vig or
Sri Vig(ra) series of Indo-Sasanian coffisThe latter coins have, on
the obverse, a Sasanian-style bust facing right anmoto-Nagari
legend in two lines in front and below the bustt tteadsSri Vig or
Sri Vig(ra). The reverse of these coins have a stylised &astype
fire altar flanked by two attendants, and a protméti syllablenais
inscribed in EE)Iace of the shaft of the fire altarthe coins (see below
coins 8-10Y° The Sri Vig or Vig(ra) coins are found in association
with early Indo-Sasaniargri Vi and Adivaraha coin series, and are
met with in fairly large numbers all over northetndia, in
excavation® and in treasure trove coin hoafdsPalaeographically
the coins of this series seem to be later tharcdires of theSri Vi
series, and this is supported by hoard evidenaoe,ltoall the large
hoards examined so far we find that the coinSro¥iare morevorn
compared to coins of th&ri Vig or Vig(ra) series.The ‘unique
Adivaraha coin’ of the Ashmolean Museum combinesiesdeatures
of Sri Vi, Sri Vig or Vig(ra) and Sri Adivaraha coins of two different
series. The use of the syllalite on the Adivaraha series is certainly
of great significance and conveys an important agessbut what is
that message?

1.2.2 Coin 2: Unpublished
Provenance not known
Purchased coin

Metal AR

Wt. 4.219g

Size 19 x 16 mm
Thickness 2.1 mm
Shape oval

Current location:
R. D. Bhatt Collection,
New Delhi, India.

1.2.2: This coin is not a mule, rather it is theeimional assimilation
of some design elements of tBei Vi and Sri Vig or Vig(ra) coin
series into a new and innovative design, albeitaf@hort period of
time as explained by the fact that these coins dedm rare. Did the
syllable ma signify the name of the issuer, place of minting o
something else? It is difficult to give a defindmswer. All that |
would like to say at this point is that the ‘unig@divaraha coin’ of
the Ashmolean museum combines some important fsatofr four
major coin series of north Indian coinage of thelyeanedieval
period, and this is important.

This coin is similar to the preceding coin busibietter preserved
except that a part of its lower right-hand sidevian. Its obverse
shows a powerful, robust and aggressive-lookingvadiha striding
right, and a lion below also facing right. The uppart of the lion
and its curved tail are clearly visible on this rcoirhis style of

41

depicting the Adivaraha, especially his outstredchight leg, is
similar to the Adivaraha as depicted on an engraesdi-transparent
yellow chalcedony ring bezel now in the Peshawarsé&lm,
Pakistar’? The gadaor mace in the upper right field of the obverse
of this coin is similar to thgada as depicted in coin 1.2.1. In the
lower right field, almost a complehakra or wheel,consisting of

six or seven dots inside a circle or , is visible. It looks similar
to thechakrasymbol on the obverse, of which only a minute ipart
is visible on coin 1.2.1. In the lower left fieldpt too far from the
right foot of the Adivaraha, a largdankhaor conch is visible, and,
in the upper left field, there is a tree or creepigh a rounded trunk
of the same style as seen on coin 1.2.1 and fnes of its leaves
that go above the head of the Adivaraha are akiblg| except that it
is slightly chipped from the left side. Part of ettéd border can be
seen to the right. The reverse of coin 1.2.2 has limes of proto-
Nagari legend that readr{) madadi varahaBelow the legend we
can see part of a Sasanian-type fire altar flatketivo attendants; of
these the left-hand attendant is clearly visibfetHe centre of the
partial fire altar there is a large proto-Nagatiaye mainscribed in
triangle-headed script. Traces of a dotted bordewiible above. It
is the presence of the proto-Nagari syllailiethat makes its reverse
distinctive, and puts it into the category of thumigue’ Adivaraha-
type coin of the Ashmolean Museum.

1.2.3 Coin .3 : unpublished
Provenance: known
Khutar, (NP) town,

Tehsil Powayan

District Shahjahanpur,
Uttar Pradesh.

Metal AR

Wt. 3.93¢g

Size 16 x 15 mm
Thickness 2.0 mm
Shape oval

Current location:
The State Museum, Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh, India.

1.2.3: This coin was found among the coins of theaSure Trove
Lot No. 229, consisting of 300 silver and billoniregy and eleven
pieces of silver jewellery that were acquired bg Btate Museum,
Lucknow. This lot has 105 coins 8fi Vi, 18 coins of theSri Vig or
Vig(ra) series and 177 coins of the Adivaraha series. #grtbeSri
Vig or Vig(ra) series only six coins have the syllabtea on the
reverse, and other coins have either the syllaaler do not have
any syllable. Most of the coins in this hoard argremely worn
specimens, especially the coins of B8 Vi series. There are no
Adivaraha coins with the reverse legend readingri
Vinayakapaladevathat are attributed to the Pratihara king Sri
Vinayakapaladeva (&b 931-943)% It is concluded, therefore, that
the coins of the Shahjahanpur hoard were hoardédaned prior to
the issue of the coins of Sri Vinayakapaladeva.

The obverse of coin 1.2.3 is similar to coins 121.2.2. It has a
two-armed Adivaraha striding right, but it is a deuspecimen on
which the Adivaraha is drawn in thick lines andkidhe artistic
treatment of the preceding two coins. His left edideg is not
proportionate to his body and his right leg is oletarly visible; it
seems hidden behind the lion below. The head ofAttigaraha is
partly off flan, the die may have shifted during forocess of striking
the coin. However, this is the only coin on whictt@amplete lion
along with its long legs and its tail curled up ib® back is seen
walking to right. The flan of this coin is small cardumpy as
compared to the flans of coins 1.2.1 and 1.2.2, taeddie used is
large. In the upper right field only a remnant lo¢ gadaor mace in
the form of a line is visible; the rest is off tiian. In the lower right



field, part of achakraof a different design is visible®* In the left
lower field a largeshankhaor conch is clearly visible. Slightly above
it is a thick, straight line with a small curveahed to it that may be
recognised as the stalk padmaor lotus with a miniscule part of a
leaf attached to it on the right side. Coin 1.&3siruck by a new
obverse die which is stylistically different frorhet obverse dies of
the preceding two coins. On the reverse of this toe first line of
the proto-Nagari legend is only partly visiblertpaps the die shifted
during the process of striking the coin. The seclamel of the legend
that readwvarahais visible, but its last syllabldya, is partly off the
flan. Part of the Sasanian-style fire altar, flahbg two attendants, is
visible below the legend. Of the two attendants, dne in the left
field is clearly visible and the attendant in thght field is off the
flan. Like the preceding two coins, a large protagdri syllablema
is inscribed in the central part of the partialefialtar and the
palaeography of the reverse legend is similar éopilaeography of
the reverse legends of coins 1.2.1 and 1.2.2. &dée border is
visible below.

1.2.4 Coin 4: Unpublished
Provenance: known
Khutar, (NP) town,
Powayan

District Shahjahanpur,
Uttar Pradesh.

Tehsi

Metal AR

Wit. 3.94¢g

Size 16 x 15 mm
Thickness 2.3 mm
Shape oval

Current location:
The State Museum, Lucknowy,
Uttar Pradesh, India.

1.2.4: This coin, like the preceding coin, belotgsTreasure Trove
Lot No. 229 that was found in District Shahjahanpithe right side
of the obverse of this coin is badly worn but i stcognisable. The
style of depicting the Adivaraha is similar to thelivaraha as
depicted in the preceding coin but the Adivarattééad is on the
flan and so is the lotus creeper that looks likeident in the left
field. It seems the leaves of the lotus go abowe hibad of the
Adivaraha but, the coin being worn, the leavesnateclearly visible.
Part of theshankhaor conch is visible below the lotus. Due to the
worn condition of the coin the lion is not cleaslisible below the
left foot of the Adivaraha. The reverse of the ¢dhlough worn on
the left side, looks similar to the reverse of pineceding coin. Part of
the proto-Nagari legend that reaBis (madadi) varah(ajs visible.
Below that, the large syllablma is clearly visible. On both sides,
traces of the partial fire altar and left-hand sattendant may be
noticed.

The obverse of coin 1.2.5 is similar to coins 3-22.4
especially in the depiction of the Adivaraha asfthkra or wheel,
which looks like the partially visiblehakrain coin 1.2.3. The mace
or gada in the right field merges with the edge of thencaind,
therefore, is not clearly visible. However a pelketseen below the
elbow of the Adivaraha and a lion walking rightvisible below the
left raised foot of the Adivaraha. In the left @eltraces of the lotus
creeper and shankhaor conch may be noticed.

The obverse of coin 1.2.6 has part of the Adivarsinaounded
by some blurred and smudged symbols, and the ebas two lines
of Nagari script that reasti (madadi) varahaand below that is part
of a Sasanian-type partial fire altar flanked byrtiply visible
attendants. In the published image, a proto-Naggliable ma is
visible in the central part of the partial firealt The dies used for
striking this coin seem to be different from theesrused for striking
the preceding five coins.
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1.2.5 Coin 5: Unpublished
Provenance: Unknown

Metal: AR

Weight: 4.11g

Size: 16 mm x17mm
Thickness: 2 mm x 3mm
Shape: wedge shaped, oval

Current location:
Deyell Collection, Canada.

The reverse of this coin is also similar to coin2.3 — 1.2.4. It has
the similar proto-Nagari legend of which the lowent of the first
line is visible followed by the second line thahdsvaraha.Below
that is the partial fire altar flanked by attendamf which the
attendant in the right-hand field is very well de#pd and stylistically
closely resembles the attendant in the left-haeld ©f coin 1.2.3. In
the central part of the partial fire altar a slightvorn proto-Nagari
syllablemais visible.

1.2.6 Coin 6 : publishéd
Provenance: known

Village Korain, Tehsil and
District Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh
It is part of a treasure trov|
hoard. Its published image
poor but is still recognisable.

»n D

Date of the find is not availab

Metal :AR

Shape: circular
Wi., Size, Thickness details not
available

Current Location: Shri M. L
Dikshit Inter College, Fatehpu
Uttar Pradesh, Indi:

This particular coin is part of a hoard of 132 efirthat were found
during the work of levelling of an ancient moundtire village of
Korain located about nine km to the west of théridishead office of
Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh.The Korain hoard has 28 Adivaraha
coins, 80 Sri Vig(racoins and the rest of the coins are described as
badly worn specimer.On the basis of the published images of the
Adivaraha coins of the Korain hoard, we may sa,tkath the
exception of coin 1.2.6, all other coins belongAivaraha coins
Series 1 and Series’2,which are represented in the Korain hoard by
a number of varieties, struck by different obveasel reverse die¥.
Among the published images of the coins of the Koltebard there
are no Adivaraha coins with the reverse legéridvVinayakapaladeva
that are attributed to the Pratihara king Sri Vilapaladeva (oD
931-943)* It is, therefore, concluded that, like the coirfsthe
Shahjahanpur hoard, the coins of the Korain hoakwalso hoarded
and may have been buried prior to the issue oAtliearaha coins of
Sri Vinayakapaladeva. It is interesting to notettha inscription
datedap 917, issued by the Pratihara king P-M-P Mahipaladeas
found at the village of Asni, which is located atliatance of about
17 km north of Fatehpdf. The inscription refers to a fixed donation
of 500 rajakulasya drammas® The termrajakulasyadrammaswas
interpreted by John F. Fleet as ‘a hereditary talormging to the
king's household**



1.30bservations

Now we have six known ‘unique’ Adivaraha coins,vafiich three
coins are from a known provenance, the village dfutdr in

Shahjahanpur district, and the village of KorainFatehpur district,
and these three coins are found among the tredswre finds of
coins. The other three coins are purchased coinsundnown

provenance, one belonging to the coin cabinet ef Alshmolean
Museum, Oxford, another to R.D. Bhatt's privateledtion in New
Delhi, and the third coin belonging to John S. Di&yeprivate

collection in Canada. There may be many more coirthis type in
private and/or public collections that are not kebwn to me, and
many others that are not yet unearthed.

Two coins from the Rae Bareli hoard and two fromBawan hoard.
(Courtesy the State Museum, Lucknow)

It has been observed earlier in several articlasiof that the coins
of theSri Vi, Sri Vigor Vig(ra) and Adivaraha series were quite close
to each other in time and space, as proved by hesidence,
epigraphic records, excavated coins, and now fugthbstantiated by
the use of the proto-Nagari lett®a on the reverse of theri Vig(ra)
series and by the ‘unique’ Adivaraha series of soiThe
palaeography of the reverse lettesin both the series belongs to the
same time period. Further it may be pointed out tthe palaeography
of the Nagari letteva as inscribed in the reverse legend of some
Adivaraha coins and the Nagari lettérthat appears on the obverse
legend of soméri Vig(ra) coins also look simila?® However, the
palaeography of the wor8ri as inscribed orSri Vig(ra) coins is
different and later thaBri as inscribed irSri Viand early Adivaraha
coins?®

The identification of the six Adivaraha coins dissad above that
have a similar type of obverse but struck withetiéht dies, and have
an identical reverse proto-Nagari legend and aritiaddl single
syllablema in the central part of the partial fire altar magw be
described as Adivaraha coins witia series. The single but ‘unique
Adivaraha coin’ that we noticed in 1992-93 in thelidrden Coin
Room of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, nhow beconws @f a
new series of Adivaraha coins.
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SECRET MARKS ON THE COINS OF THE
BENGAL PRESIDENCY

Dr Paul Stevens

Introduction

At least since the publication of Major Pridmoreisrk on the coins
of the Indian Presidencikst has been known that milled coins, both
gold and silver, issued from the mints of Calcuttéyrshidabad,
Patna and Dacca, have secret dot mint marks. Prelassigned the
various marks to particular mints, but his reasamtliis assignment
was somewhat tenuous and needs further exploration.

However, the presence of the secret marks is sptutied and has
led the author of the current work, in discussiathwthers (notably
Nick Rhodes and Jan Lingen), to consider whethenair secret
marks may have been placed on coins issued frowetti@us Bengal
mints, before the introduction of the milled coieadrhe present
paper is an attempt to explore this possibility wsll as an
investigation of the attribution of the marks tee tHifferent mints
issuing the milled coinage.

Silver Coins Issued in the Name of Alamgir Il

By December of 1760 the Calcutta Council had detittet they
would never succeed in getting the Kalkutta coindely accepted
into circulation and they agreed to approach thevdtaand ask for
permission to strike Murshidabad rupees

And as we find that notwithstanding our frequenplagation to the
Nabob concerning the want of currency of our rupeethe country
from whence many inconveniencies proceed such eis leing
frequently refused for goods, the risk of carrythgm from place to
place to be exchanged (by which a boat passing fiéafda to
Murshudabad with 4000 Calcutta siccas for that mep was lost in
the Great River) & the loss in exchange. Thosesénalve never been
remedy’d, the only means to effect it is to gagNtabob’s consent to
our coining Muxadabad siccas in our mint in the safway] as
Arcot rupees are coined at Madras. Agreed therefthat the
President endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to diigeconsent to
our coining Murshudabad siccas in out mint.
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The right to strike Murshidabad rupees was gratedhe end of
December 1760

The President acquaints the Board he has at lastramuch
solicitation prevailed upon the Nabob to consentotr coining
Murshudabad siccas in our mint... Ordered the Mintskda to
prepare stamps for coining the Muxadabad rupees.

In July 1761 the Calcutta Council received notitat the Nawab had
begun striking coins in the name of Shah Alameégmnal year 2 and
thet%/ agreed that coins issued from the Calcutta stiould follow
suit™:

...The Nabob supplied him [Shah Alam] with consideraums of
money during his residence at Patna, & at the tohéis departure
[for Dehli] caused siccas to be struck in his natheoughout these
provinces of which, having advised the Presidemntjais agreed that
the siccas in the name of Shah Allum should alssthek in our
mint on the fifteenth of July which was accordindbne, the usual
notice being first given.

From the above disussion, it seems clear that thleu@a mint

starting producing Murshidabad rupees at the vey & 1760 or,

more likely, early in 1761, before agreement waxhed to produce
coins in the name of Shah Alam Il. During the firstlf of 1761,

therefore, these Murshidabad rupees would have beeok in the

name of Alamgir Il, regnal year 6. The question t®n we

differentiate those coins struck at Calcutta fronose struck at
Murshidabad? A typical Murshidabad sicca rupedav below

Murshidabad Rupee, Alamgir Il RY 6

An example exists with three extra dots below $trahof Badshah

on the obverse, and an extra group of dots nethdostar on the
reverse. In an earlier papet speculated that these dots might be a
secret mark of the Calcutta mint. However, furtbensideration of
the dates involved mean this is unlikely because ihginning of
1761 would equate to the hijri year 1174, and thie with the extra
dots clearly shows the last numeral of 1173 orrgherse.

Murshidabad Rupee, Alamgir I, RY 6. 3 dots beltratSand extra
dots on reverse

However, a rupee dated 1174 has been discoverethandoin has
the style of the earlier Calcutta mint coins. Ttugén is shown below
and probably eminates from the Calcutta mint.



Fractional Rupees of Alamgir Il

Quarter Rupees, Rys 2,5 & 6

The fractional rupees (i.e. quarters and belowjlaimgir 1l issued
from the Murshidabad or Calcutta mints cause sonoblegms of
attribution. In considering this matter, severainp®need to be taken
into consideration.

Firstly, these coins were issued by the Nawab ofgakfrom his
mint of Murshidabad, with the regnal yearger alia, 4, 5, & 6.

Eighth Rupees, RYs 4 & 6

Secondly, the EIC issued silver coins with the mmate Kalkutta
and dates of RY 4, 5 & 6. These coins were veryilainto the
Murshidabad silver coins issued by the Nawab, extmpthe mint
name. Since the mint name is almost never visiblette silver
fractions, and assuming that denominations beldwlfrupee were
issued, the problem of distinguishing between thalkitta and
Murshidabad coins arises. Pridmore illustrates artgu (Pr. 10)
clearly showing the mint name Kalkutta. However, d&lso lists
eighths and sixteenths (Pr 11-13) with either hesitations, or with
illustrations that do not show the mint name. Theseald, therefore,
equally well be coins issued from the Murshidabadtnit present,
no way of attributing the coins to the two mintkimwn, unless the
mint name is visible. Auction sale catalogues aigaading on this
point. However, rupee fractions were rarely issuedm the

45

Murshidabad mint during the preceeding decades, @tttbugh the
fractions of Alamgir Il (RY4,5,6) are rare, theyeamore common
than earlier fractions. It is, therefore, likelyatrsome, if not all, were
issued from the Calcutta mint.

Sixteenth Rupee, RY 6

Thirdly, the EIC started issuing silver rupeeshe hame of Alamgir
II, with the mint name Murshidabad, in RY 6 (se@wad) and it is
possible that fractions were also issued. Oncenagfa@ problem of
distinguishing those issued from Murshidabad frévost issued at
Calcutta, arises. The photos above reveal an sttegechange in one
of the dot patterns on the coins. The group of datshe reverse, to
the left of the numeral expressing the regnal yaad above the
beginning of the wordulus is either a group of 5 dots or a group of
three dots. Earlier years always seem to have tbepgof 5, but
some RY 6 coins have the group of five and othkes group of
three. Not very many coins have yet been examited, it is
interesting to speculate that perhaps one of thgsmipings
represents the secret mark of the Calcutta miniRi6 6 coins struck
with the mint name Murshidabad. If this were trtieen the coins
with the three dots would be a likely candidate @aicutta, because
Murshidabad coins were only issued from Calcuttathat year.
However, the different dots also occur on the regsee above), but
the hijri date visible on the rupee with three datkown above,
seems to be 1173, which is too early for the Cadcatint to have
begun striking Murshidabad silver. Since the distlie rupees also
seem to have been used for the fractions, it semilely that these
dots indicate different mints. Coins with RY 6 wéssued for some
time after Alamgir's death so perhaps the changdtrmarkings has
something to do with this, rather than indicatirffedent mints.

Silver Coins 1761-1764

In December 1762, the Calcutta Council was inforntledt the
Nawab had started striking four sun siccas in higitsn of
Murshidabad, Patna and Dacca, and the Calcuttawtigs decided
that the three sun siccas in the treasury themyldhoe sent to the
mint for re-stamping as four sun siccas and thanfi™ February, all
new coins would show the fourth regnal yéaBefore this work was
started, the Council reconsidered the practiceeestamping coins
and it it clear from the entry in the records thptuntil that time the
practice had been to actually re-stamp the oldscom use the old
coins as blanks. This caused the coins to havegarlaiameter and
to be thinner than those struck at the Murshidabed. They could,
therefore, be easily recognised as Calcutta miutels, and were not
so easily passed in currency. It was, thereforeeajthat henceforth
the coins should be re-coined, i.e. melted downthed re-coinet:

The Board now taking into consideration the praetif re-stamping
rupees in the Company’s mint, and the many coniglairade thro-
out the country regarding the Calcutta Siccas, appdy owing to
the custom of re-stamping, which as it draws theeeubroader &
thinner & leaves the stamp less perfect & distimefyders it very
[easy to] distinguish them from the rupees strutiaorshedabad,
& obstruct their currency — think proper to prevent future the
many bad effects, which arise therefrom, to calbrughe Mint
Master’s opinion concerning the expense of recgjrsitcas...

It is therefore agreed to abolish the custom o$tamping & instead
thereof to recoin in the mint all rupees of thecaistandard at the
rate of 2 ¥ per cent — whereby there accruing dipof 14 annas
Ordered that eight annas thereof (the same sumiaat gained by
re-stamping) be paid to the Company — and the reimgisix annas
to the Mint Master

Several times in this paper the problem of distislging those rupees
struck at Calcutta from those struck at Murshidatbes been



disucussed. The above archival extract appeardféo @ possible
means of arriving at the answer to this questigrieast for coins
dated regnal year 2 of Shah Alam Il. Specimens ahatthinner and
of greater diameter are likely to be from the Ctilcumint and may
help substantiate or refute a hypothesis advangedlitk Rhodes
(personal communication). He has found that cofrth@early years
of Shah Alam II might have been marked with différgroups of
dots and it is possible that these represent ffereit mints.

Rupee of Shah Alam Il, RY 3

Rupee of Shah Alam I, RY 4

Rupee of Shah Alam II, RY 5

The three pictures above show that different cbimge different dot
arrangements in the top line of the obverse. Tist ffias two dots to
the right and three to the left, the second hasdete to the right and
two to the left, and the third has three dots ®right and two to the
left. The full set of information discovered so fiar given in the
following table:

Regnal year 2 2 dots right 3 dots left
Regnal year 3 2 dots right 2 or 3 dots left
Regnal year 4 2 dots right 2 or 3 dots left
Regnal year 5 and later 3 dots right 2 dots left

Regnal years 3 & 4, at least, have two sets obpwt though which
might represent which mint (if any) is not knownol information
is required to help address this issue.

Silver Coins 1771 to 1773

The decision to standardise the coins of all fountsnhad been
discussed since regnal year 10 of Shah Alam II, wad finally
implemented in regnal years 11 & 12. Sometime gnatyear 11, all
four mints started producing identical coins asafamwas possible. Of
course, die production was not centralised, seth@re bound to be
minor differences but this was not the only majarny at that time.
The authorities were also worried that the differemints might
produce lightweight or low fineness coins, and sittee coins were
supposed to be identical, the mint responsible @onobt be
identifiable. Once the milled coinage was begunthie 1790s, a
decision was taken to add secret marks to the doirsidress this
problem (see below). It is interesting to specuthte the authorities
may have taken this approach with the earlier cofrRY 11 and 12,
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although no archival evidence has been found t@auphis idea.
However examination of a number of coins has redkatlhe
following observation (thanks to Jan Lingen andiNiRhodes who
helped with this study):

4 dots in L of Fa

3 dots above J of Jud

Obv L of above
RY AH Status Symbol Fazl Julus
2 Sun 3? 3
5 3
3 1176 5 3
4 Nazaran 5 3
5 117¢ 5 3
1179 5 3
7 1179 5 3
7 1180 5 3
8 1181 5 3
9 1182 5 3
1C Nazaran 5 3
1C 118: Crescer 5 3
11 1184 5 0
4 3
11 1185 5 0
5 3
4 3
11 11877 4 3
12 116t 4 3
12 1185 4 3
12 1186 5 0
5 3
12 1187 5 0
12 Not clear 5 0
4 3
13 118t Nazaran 4 3
15 1188 Nazarana 4 3
15 1189 4 3
1190 4 3
1¢ all 4 3



From RY 2 to RY 10 the dot groupings are pretty lvadl 5/3.
Suddenly in RY 11 this changes and we get threebamations, 5/0,
4/3 and 5/3. Then after RY 12 everything becom8sWe know that
from year 2 until RY 10, only Murshidabad and C#auwere
striking the Murshidabad Siccas.

Similarly in RY 15 both these mints were strikifese rupees,
Patna and Dacca having been closed. After thay, @alcutta struck
the coins.

It is therefore tempting to draw the conclusiont tBalcutta and
Murshidabad both used the same combinations, ligiBé3, and later
4/3. In Rys 11 and 12, when we know that all founts were
operating and supposedly striking identical coims could assign the
5/0 dots and 5/3 to Patna and Dacca, though whightrhe which is
not clear. This is complicated by the fact thar¢hare also other dot
groupings that may need to be taken into accouatjcplarly the
group that sometimes appears next to the regnaloyethe reverse.

The Milled Coinage

In 1789, a major report about the coinage of thegaé Presidency
concluded that the problems loditta as well as counterfeiting, filing,
drilling etc, could be overcome by the introducti@f coin
production using the ‘European’ method. John Ppns course,
had already done this earlier in the 1780s, but mibhkis machinery
and skilled employees had been rejected by theu@alauthorities
and by 1790 little capability was available in tBealcutta mint to
achieve the stated objective. Fortunately, the @&cMint Master
had employed Prinsep’s foreman and his assistamtatter of whom
was to make a significant contribution to the comdton and
operation of the new mint. The new coinage wase@induced in
the mints of Calcutta, Murshidabad, Patna and Dakftiled gold
coins were produced reasonably quickly, but milletver coins
proved more difficult and were not produced in Qéig until 1793.
Even then, the production of silver blanks conttht®be undertaken
manually and it was not until 1802 that this pdrth® process was
automated. Before 1793, the Calcutta mint produsiber rupees
struck with a fly-press but on blanks that were lfgnghan the dies. |
have named these ‘1205 dump rupees’ for the purpfoises paper.

The new mint at Dacca was the first of the subsjdiaints to be
opened in late 1791, but did not immediately staoducing milled
coins. Although the records are not specific ongbmt, it is likely
that the Dacca mint started operations by produtiiegl205 dump
rupees. The records are clear, however, that Dditanot begin
striking milled coins until 1794.

Mints were opened in Murshidabad and Patna at ¢ing end of
1792 and the beginning of 1793 respectively. ltkisly, for various
reasons, that these two mints immediately begadugton of milled
rupees.

There was, therefore, a period of several monthsnguthe
second half of 1793 and the early months of 17%enmhe three
mints of Calcutta, Murshidabad and Patna were ssliliing milled
rupees, whilst Dacca apparently continued to ighee1205 dump
rupees.

The Coins and the Secret Marks

Three types of milled rupee were issued duringetdmty 1790s. One
with a broad rim and slightly larger flan (Pr 158hd this type need
not concern us for the purposes of this discussidre two other
types are illustrated above. One has the Hijri d&tE202, but later it
was decided to remove this date and just leavéitkd regnal year
19 on the reverse. Coins with the Hijri year 1262 faund with three
of the secret marks, whilst the later coins, withihve Hijri year, are
found with all four marks.
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Hijri date 1202

no Hijri date

We also know that a major shipment of dies was serihe three
subsidiary mints in about December 1793. It seeeasanable to
assume that these were the dies for the new rupgbsut the hijri
date.

These events are illustrated in the figure (ovevdt key events)
on page 48, below.

For the rupees and mohurs, Pridmore identifiedesenarks as a
tiny dot in the centre of one of the three ciradéslots found on the
obverse of the coins:

Secret marks. Dot in right-hand circle

He assigned coins with no dot to Calcutta, butthted that Calcutta
had an extra tiny dot in the top line (see belame)ns with a tiny dot
in the right-hand circle to Dacca (as shown abay®)se with the dot
in the centre circle to Murshidabad, and those withdot in the left-
hand circle, to Patna. He stated that this attidinutwas not
confirmed, and was simply based on the dates tatrtints started
production: Calcutta first, then Dacca, Murshidabaxd Patna
respectively. Using this logic, Pridmore assumed the secret mark
missing on the earlier of the two types, was thtPatna. The
missing mark is the dot in the left-hand circle.wéwer, the flaw in
this argument is that although the Dacca mint etlaproduction
before the other subsidiary mints, it did not ssarikingmilled coins
until after Murshidabad and Patna - in fact, afttarch 1794 (see
discussion above). The missing mint mark, doteiit-thand circle,
must, therefore, belong to Dacca.

Distinguishing between the other marks is not fmest present,
and it seems reasonable to continue to follow Poidrs attribution
for Murshidabad (i.e.) dot in centre circle, whielaves Patna with a
dot in the right-hand circle.

The Calcutta Mint Mark

Pridmore also attributed coins with a tiny extra dbove the two
dots in the top line, to Calcutta. However thig/tdot also occurs on
coins with the Patna mark, at least. There alsst exiins with no dot
in the centre of the three circles and no tiny idathe top line. The
dot is also sometimes absent in later series, while only struck at
the Calcutta mint. It, therefore, seems safer sume the Calcutta
mark is simply the absence of dots in the centrthefthree circles.
The tiny dot in the top line may be of no significa.



Dot in right-hand circle (for Patna) plus tiny diot top line

Pridmore also identified different marks on the Bena
denominations of coins, but no further commentsisnattributions
of these marks to the different mints are possibiith the

information currently available. The hidden dots tiese smaller
denominations appear in the three dot groups omeherse around
the beginning of the mint name.

Overview of Key Events
Calcutta — Dot in Calcutta or Patna — Dot in"®

circle and 3° circle
No dot Dot in right-hand circle —
Calcutta Patna
Dacca — Dot in first Murshidabad — No dot
circle
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