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ORI ENTAL N ISIATIC SOCI®TY -
TH® GOLD COINS OF TH® LAST SIX OTOMAN SULTANS
AJH. 1259 - 1341 / A.D., 1844 - 1922
A TRIAL LISTING

BY SAMURL LACHMAN

Introduction

While we have a very detailed study of the silver coinage of the last six Cttoman sultans
(1), there is no similar description of the gold coins. In view of the high value of the
gold coins, many collections contain only one specimen of each type. It is therefore
rather more difficult to arrive at a complete listing of the gold coins, than for the
corresponding silver and bronze coins. :

The following sultans reigned during this period:-

. 1839 - 1861

Abdul Mejid A.H. 1255 - 1277 A.D
Abdul Azig AH., 1277 - 1293 A.D. 1861 - 1876
Murad V AE. 1293 A.D. 1876 (3 months)
Abdul Hamid II AH, 1293 - 1327 A.D. 1876 - 1909
Mehmed V AJH. 1327 - 1336 A.D. 1909 - 1918
Mehmed VI AT, 1336 = 1341 A.D. 1918 - 1922

During the reign of the Sultan Mahmud II (A.D. 1223 - 1255 / A.D. 1808 - 1839) the Ottoman
Zppire found itself in financial difficulties. The suppression of the Janissaries in 1826
and the subsequent formation of a new army of the "victorious soldiers of Muhammad"
(asakir-i mansure-i muhammdiye), needed considerable amounts of money. The many wars
exerted much pressure on the treasury, and in consequence both the fineness and the weights
of the coins were successively reduced., Sultan Abdul lejid ascended the throne on 19 Rabi'
al-akhir 1255 (3 July 1839) and with the Hatt-i Sherif of Gfilhane of 3 November 1839 set
about a number of reforms. A coinage reform was necessary in order to make an end to the
debgsed coinage but for the first 5 years of the reign the old standards were maintained.
In the Ferman-i Ali (Imperial edict) of 26 Safar 1256 (29 April 1840), the issue of a2 new
coinage(w§s proclaimed and special medals were issued to mark this event bearing the regnal
year 5 (2).

The new coinage was based on European models and new mint machinery was brought in from
Great Britsin., The gold was 22 carat fine (916 2/3) alloyed with copper, and coins with
the mint name Kostantiniye (Istanbul) were authorized as follows:-

Denomination Diameter Weight (a) Date of First Issue (b)

500 Kurus 35 mm 36.082 g 18 subat 1272 (2 March 18573 (4)

250 Kurus 27.2 mm 18,041 g 18 Subat 1272 (2 March 1857) (4)

100 Kurus 22,3 mn 7.216 g 5 Kanun-i séni (18 January 1844) (5
50 Kurug 18,2 mm 3.608 g 17 Haziran 1260 229 August 1844 &5
25 Kurug 14.9 mn 1.804 g 2 Haziran 1271 (14 June 1355) 4

(a) tolerance of 2/1000 above and below these weights (3).
(b) dates are according to the Turkish Civil Calendar (see appendix).

During the veriod covered by this note regular gold coins were minted to the specification
above, but in addition gold coins were struck on the occasions of the Sultan's visits and
as especial Monnaie de Luxe coins.

The first Sultan's visit coins celebrete a ten days visit of Sultan ¥ahmud II to Fdirne on

11 Muharram 1247 (22 June 1831) (6). Between 1844 and 1922 the following visits were
comniemorated in this way:-

Abdul Mejid to Zdirne (Adriano?le) year 8, Abdul Aziz to Bursa year 1, Mehmed V to Bursa
yeer 1, Rdirne year 2, Kosova (in Yugoslavia), Manastir (Ritolj in Yugoslavia) and Selanik
(Thessalonika) all year 3. :

411 these coins were struck in Istanbul, although they bear an inscripntion denoting that
they were struck at the locslities visited (7).
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The konnaie de Luxe coins, called in Turkish 'Ziynet Altini' ( = Ornamental Gold Coins),
were issued in the reigns of abdul Hemid ITI, Mehmed V, snd NMehmed VI, These coins are
on larger and thinner flans andé were given as presents, by the Sultan himself or by other
persons, often as marriage gifts. Large ornamental ~0ld coins such as these werz first
minted in the reign of ihmad III LN 115 114?/A.D. 1703 = 1730) and were struck in
all reigns during the eightcenth century, Mahmvrd II also issued small ornamental coins,
It seems that in the reipn of Abdul Hamid II, the o0ld custom was revived,

4ll coins bear the mint name 'Kostantiniye' (Istanbul) but the weights and dianet rs varv.

The following table is based on Pere and Haffner. (9). (9) (9) (9)
500 k 250 k 100 k 50 K 25 k 125 k
g mm g mm g mm g m" g mm g nn
Abdul
Hamid II 35.00 50 6.90 34
Jiehmed V 35.00 46 17.50 43.5 7.10 30.5 3.508 22.75 1.754 18.5 0.877 16
(9) (10) (9)
35,080 45.5 1717 43.7 7.016 30.5
(pierceczl)
9
Mehmed VI 35.0?9)48.5 17.30 43.5 7.016 35 1.659 20

\erced
35.080 49.0 17.58°744.5 (piozea

Sylvia Haffner obtained particulars from the Turkish authorities, inckuding the quentities
of the regular coins issued each year of the reigns of lMehmed V and Mehmed VI, However,
it is not known which regnal years were actually minted.
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+ List of Known Coins.

The following tables list all gold coing which the writer was able to trace noting ‘/here
each was seen or referred to. In a number of cases indicated thus +, it is probable that
other coins exist but no specimen was seen by the writer or is listed in any of the
catalogues used.

Nearly all the coins are illustrated in Nuri Pere's book Osmanlilarda Madeni Paraler,
~where details of the inscrintions also appear.

It will be noted that although the 500 kurug and 250 !-urug coins were issued for the first
time in 1857, specimens exist with regnal years 6 (500 kurug) and 7 and 9 (250 kurug). Io
explanation can so far be given for this anomaly. It may be thet all denominations exist
of year 6 this being the vear officielly intended as th= first year of the new coinage, but
no reference to this has been found.

Attention is drawn to the existence of counterfeit gold coins, especially those of lehmed V
with the word 'Resad' near the tughra. To the best knowledge of the writer, all coins
shown in the tables are gen uine. The list is tenative and it is obvious that many more
coins were issued. Any information regarding coins not included in the list, particularly
proofs or patterns, will be much appreciated.

Abbreviations used in the Tables

ANSNL. American Numismatic Society Numismatic Literature.
BM Uncatalogued coins in the  British Museum Collection.

BMC Stanley Lane-Poole, The Coins of the Turks in the British Museum. Catalogu
of Oriental Coins in the British lMuseum, ,
Vol, VIII, London 1883.(Additions), Vol. X London 1895.

CATRO Stanley Lane-Poole. Catalogue of the collection of Arabic Coins preserved in
the Khedivial Library in Cairo. ' London 1897.

cop Je ﬂstrup. Catalogue des Monnaies arabes du cabinet Royale des 'ed ailles du
Musée National de Copenhague., 1938, i

du Quesne- Bird., Collection Mr, Nicholas du Quesne-Bird, to vhom I am grateful for the
information.

FRI  Robert Friedberg. Gold Coins of the liorld.
GAL Ismail Galip., Takvim-i Meskukat-i Osmaniye. Istanbul 1307 (1890).
Hiisch Collection Ir. Walter H%sch, to whom I am grateful for the information.
LAC The writer's collection,
NCirc Numismatic Circular,
PAL Egypt Palace Collection.
Pere Nuri Pere. Osmanlilarda Madeni Paralar. Istanbul 1968,
SCHI Anton Schaendlinger, Minzprigungen des Osmanischen Reiches.
Dissertation. Wien 1962,
SCH II Anton Schaendiinger. Osmanische Numismatik, Braunschweig 1973,
SCHL H. Schlumberger. Goldmlinzen Katalog, Munich 1971. §llustrations).
YKBI Yapi ve Kredi Bankasi A.3. Nimismatik Yayinlari No. 1
Nadir Osmanli hadeni Paralari, Istanbul 1972,







