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Christian Medals used in China

by JOE CRIBB

INTRODUCTION

Christian medals known to have been used in China are exceptionally rare.
In 1969 Dr. FA. Turk published examples of what were then the only known
specimens of this series (1). These were a brass medallet with Chinese
inscriptions showing the Madonna and Child on one side and St.Joseph on
the other and a bronze medal with Christian types and a Chinese
inscription. The former is obviously a Roman Catholic devotional medal,
but the latter piece does not indicate clearly by which Christian
denomination it was issued or used. Since these were published I have had
the opportunity & examining further specimens of the Catholic medallet,
and have also discovered three other Catholic medals with Chinese
inscriptions. These are in the British Museum and in the Bibliotheque

de Versailles, France. I have also found illustrations of several other
Catholic medals in Wang Hsi ch'i's 1863 Peking publication, the 'Ch'uan -,
Hu! K'ao'", (among these is also illustrated a medal identical to one of
those in Versailles). Three Catholic medals with Chinese inscriptions are
illustrated in this work as well as thirteen other Catholic medals (with
Latin or French inscriptions) and four crucifixes.

By analysing all this material it has been possible to reach some
conclusions on the dating and attribution of these medals and to clarify
the readings of the Chinese inscriptions. And thereby an interesting
picture of the devotional medals used by European missionaries in China
from the 17th to 19th century has emerged.

DESCRIPTION OF MEDALS

A. Catholic medals with Chinese inscriptions.

1. Brass 2lmm x 15mm oval

Obv. Three-quarter length figure of Virgin and Child. The Virgin
is crowned and holds an orb in her hand

Inscription "sheng mu ma 1i ya wei wo teng chi i min ti ying hai
ch'i"”. Signed with the initials P.D. to the right.

Rev. Three-quarter length figure of St. Joseph holding 1lily in
his hand.

Inscription ''sheng jo se chung kuo ta chu pao wei wo teng ch'i"
Signed P.D. to the right.

British Museum (2), National Gallery of Adelaide (1), Australia,

P.S.E. Cribb private collection (2 specimens), and Collection cf

the Batavian Society of Art and Science (3).

2. Brass 21lmm x 1l4mm oval

Obv. standing figure of Virgin and Child

Inscription "wei wo teng chi i min ti ying hai ch'i"

Rev. standing figure of St. Joseph holding lily in his hand
Inscription '"chung kuo ta chu pao wei wo teng ch'i"

Signed in exergue F.J.

Versailles and (illustrated in) Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no.1l5.




Brass 21lmm x 1l4mm oval

Obv. As 2
Inscription "feng chiao chih yu wei wo teng ch'i"
Rev. As 2

Inscription "sheng jo se chu pao wei wo teng ch'i"
Signed in exergue F.J.
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 16.

Brass 25mm x 18mm oval

Obv. Virgin standing on half globe with rays of light coming from
her outstretched hands. There is a star above her head and
the date 1830 below the half globe. (Type as on
"miraculous medals") (4).

Inscription "ma 1i ya shih yun mu t'ai wu yuan tsui weil wo teng

ch'iu erh yu che ch'i"

Rev. Cross calvary standing on capital M with two hearts below, one
pierced by a sword, the whole surrounded by twelve stars.

Signed in exergue VACHETTE.

Ch'uan Huo K'ao Vol. VI no. 14.

Brass 34mm x 29mm oval

Obv. Virgin as on obverse of No. 4 but without date,
Inscription "hsu, wu jan yuan tsui sheng mu ma 1li ya wo men
yang wang ch'iu wei wo teng ch'i"

Rev. Standing figure of St. Joseph holding the infant Christ on
his right arm and lily in his left hand. The infant is holding
a cross and is crowning St. Joseph with a floral wreath. There
is a star above St. Joseph's head.

Inscription as on reverse of No. 1.

British Museum. (5).

Tin 45mm x 33mm oval

Obv. bust of Christ facing right.
Inscription ''ye su hou shih chih fu che"

Rev. bust of Virgin facing left.
Inscription "sheng ma 1i ya, t'ien chu sheng mu'"
Versailles.

Catholic medals used in China

1. Devotional Medals showirg illustrious members of the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits)

Brass 31mm x 46mm octagonal

Obv. bust of St. Ignatius Loyola (founder of the Society), looking
right at IHS symbol holding staff and book in his hands
Inscription S.IGNAT.LOIO.SOC.IESU F.

Rev. bust of St. Francis Xavier, (founder of the Society's missions
in Asia), looking left, hdding staff in his hands.

Inscription S.FRANC.XAVER.S.I.IND.APOS.

Ch'uan Huo K'ao Vol. VI no. 2.




10.

11.

12.

13.

Brass 37mm x 25mm oval

Obv. bust of St. Ignatius Loyola looking right at IHS symbol
holding book in his hands. Inscription S.IGNATI SOC.IESU FV.

Rev. bust of St. Francis Xavier looking left holding lily in his
hang. Inscription S.FRANCIS XAVER IND.AP.
Ch'uan Hud{K'ao Vol. VI no. 3.

Brass 25mm x 17mm oval

As No. 6 but with illegible inscriptions.
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no.8.

Brass 30mm x 23mm oval

Obv. bust of St. Ignatius Loyola looking right at IHS symbol,
holding a book in his hand. Inscription S.IGNAT.FVN.SOC.I.

Rev. bust of John Francis Regis facing left, holding a crucifix
in his hands. Inscription IO.FR.REG.S.I.
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 6

Brass 36mm x 27mm oval

Obv. Busts of St. Vincent de Paul and St. John Francis Regis
facing each other, holding a book between them.
Inscription S V A PAVLO.... S IO FR REG SO I in exergue ROMA

Rev. busts of St. Juliana Falconieri and St. Catherine of Genoa
facing each other . Inscrigion S.IVL RL:S.CAT.D.GEN. in
exergue ROMA

Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol.Vl. no. 5.

Brass 45mm x 37mm oval

Obv. figure of Virgin crowned by stars and standing on crescent
moon attended by two kneeling saints (St. Ignatius Loyola
and St. Francis Xavier).

Inscription TOTA PULCHRA ES (You are wholly beautiful).

Rev. bust of St. Polycarp (6) (c.AD 69 - c.AD 155 Bishop and Martyr)
rising from flames holding crozier in one hand and writing
with a quill pen in a book with the other.

Inscription S POLYCARPVS EP.ET M.

Ch'uan Huo Hui K'as Vol. VI No. 1.

2. Medal showing the founder of the Congregation of Priests
of the Mission (Lazarists .or Vincentians).

Brass 21lmm x 15mm oval

Obv. bust of St. Vincent de Paul
Inscription St. VINCENT DE PAUL Me. PERE De CHARITE.

Rev. As no. 4 obv. but no star above head

Inscription O MARIE CONCUE SANS PECHE PRIEZ POUR NOUS QUI
AVONS RECOURS A VOUS

Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 9.




14.

15.

16.

175

18.

19.
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3. Medal showing a Saint who was a member of the Order of St. Dominic

Brass 33mm x 24mm round

Obv. Seated figure of Virgin holding Child both hdding rosaries
in their hands
Inscription R S R (Queen of the Most Holy Rosary). In exergue ROMA

Rev. three-quarter figure of St. Vincent Ferrer holding a book in
his hands. Inscription S.VINCENT FERRER,
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 11l.

4., Other Catholic Devotional Medals

Brass 32mm x 24mm round

Obv. bust of Christ facing right. Inscription SALVATOR MUNDI

SALVA N.

Rev. bust of Virgin facing left. Inscription MATER SALVATORIS ORA P.N.
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 10.

Brass 33mm x 26mm round

Obv. bust of Christ left, crowned with thorns and circled by rays
of light.

Rev. bust of Virgin facing left, circled by rays of light.
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 12,

Brass 36mm x 22mm oval

Obv. bust of Christ facing right

Rev. bust of Virgin facing right.

Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 7

Brass 31lmm x 23mm round

Obv. seated figure of the Virgin her breast pierced by seven swords
(Mater Dolorosa).

Rev. unidentified bust of female saint. Illegible inscription,
Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol. VI no. 13.

Brass 37mm x 25mm oval

Obv. seated figures of Christ and God the Father touching globe
between them, above figure of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.

Rev. figure of Virgin, St. Joseph and Child and two attendants
(The Holy Family) (7).

Inscription SACR.CHRIST.F. (The Holy Family of Christ).

Ch'uan Huo Hui K'ao Vol.\lno. 4.

5. Christian (Protestant) Medal with Chinese inscription.

Rronze 40 mm x 25 mm oval.

Obv. 1lion, standing on rear legs walking left holding chequered
flag in front paws.

Inscription ''chi suo pu yu wu shih yu jen"

Rev. a dolphin to left over waves, with a dove flying to left above.
Glover Collection No. 1899 (8).




THE CHINESE INSCRIPTIONS

There are eleven Chinese inscriptions found on these medals. They are
all written fairly clearly except on medal no. 1. The inscriptions on
no. 1 are not only weakly engraved but several of the characters in the
obverse inscription are written upside down (mu, wo and teng). Because
of this it is easy to see why neither J.A. Van der Chijs (3) who
originally published this medal in 1896 nor F.A. Turk (1) nor A. Arber
Cooke (1) were able to give a definite reading or translation of the
medal's inscriptions. Van der Chijs' translation, although he expresses
doubt in it's accuracy, was in fact correct. '"Holy mother Mary, pray

for us and for the children of the heathens'" and "Holy Joseph, great
patron of China, pray for us". Dr. Turk's translation " O Holy Mother
Mary in the name of Jesus we pray to God the Father for our daughters and
sons, (visit) the violent with Retribution (and give to the) Meek (by
their) unwearied efforts (Salvation)" and "Holy Joseph: Be thou master
of the Vastness of China (and we pray thee) intercede personally for us",
are obviously the result of his working from a photograph of a poor
specimen of this medal. A close examination of several specimens of

this medal confirms Van der Chij s' reading. The obverse inscription is
as follows (the asterisked characters were punched on the die upside down):

sheng mu* ma 1li ya wei wo* teng* chi i min ti

holy mother Mary for us and the pagan people s

ying hai ch'i

children pray.

i.e. Holy mother Mary pray for us and the children of the pagan people.
The reverse inscription is:

sheng jo se chung kuo ta chu pao wei wo teng ch'i

holy Joseph China('s) great patron for us pray

i.e. Saint Joseph Great Patron (Saint) of China pray for us.

(This inscription is laso found on the reverse of medal no. 5).

The inscription on the two medals signed F.J. (Nos. 2 and 3) are closely
related in style to the medal signed P.D. (No. 1). Furthermore the
vocabulary used is identical to that on No. 1, except on No. 3 where the

Virgin is given an. extra title "Protector of converts" ("Feng chiao chih
yu"). Their inscriptions are to be read as follows:-

No. 2 Obverse
wei wo teng chi i min ti ying hai ch'i
for us and the pagan people 's children pray
i.e. Pray for us and the chldren of the pagan people.
No. 2 Reverse:
chung kuo ta chu pao wei wo teng ch'i
China(s) great patron for us pray

i.e. Great Patron of China pray for us.




No. 3 Obverse:

feng chiao chih yu wel wo teng ch'i

converted 's protector for wus pray

i.e. Protector of the converted pray for us.
No. 3 Reverse:
sheng jo se chu pao wei wo teng <ch'i
holy Joseph patron for us pray
i.e. Holy Joseph patron (of China) pray for us.

The inscription of medal No. 4 is_a Chinese translation of the French
inscription "O Marie, concue sans gflez pour nous qui avons recours a
vous" (as on the reverse of No. 11). The inscription and types of this
medal were defined by the message given by the Virgin to a French Nun
Catherine (Zoe) Laboure of the Sisters of Charity during visions she had
in the chapel of the headquarters of the Order at Paris in 1830 (4). These
medals, known as '"Miraculous medals'" were first made in Paris in 1832 by
the Medallist Vachette. Medal No. 4 1s also made by this same medallist
(as far as I can establish this is the only published specimen of the
Miraculous medal signed by its first manufacturer) (9). The Chinese
translation of the inscription only differs from the original by expanding
it in order to clarify its meaning.

It reads:
ma 1i ya  shih yun mu t'ai wu yuan tsui
Mary conceived (in your) mother('s) womb without original sin
weli wo teng ch'iu erh yu che ch'i
for us seeking your protection pray

i.e. Mary conceived in your mother's womb without original sin pray for
us who seek your protection.

The obverse inscription of medal No. 5 is also a Chinese version of the
Miraculous medal inscription but less literal than that on No.4 having a
different emphasis and being grammatically closer to spoken Chinese.

It reads:
Hsu wu jan yuan zui sheng mu ma 1li ya wo men
Oh without stain original sin holy mother Mary ~ we
yang wang ch'iu weli wo teng ch'i
look up hope beseech for us pray

i.e. Oh holy mother Mary unstained by original sin pray for us who
hopefully beseech you.

The reverse inscription of medal No. 5 is not only identical to that on
the reverse of Medal No. 1, it is also written in the same hand. The
Chinese inscription on the remaining Catholic medal No. 6 reads:

Obverse: ye su hou shih chih fu che

]

Jesus posterity s father

i.e. Jesus father of succeeding generations.







